
Joseph C. Stephens, 
cited posthumously. 

Franh Stormer, L. E. Casida. and C. W. Sheppard display Citation of M erit 
awards presented by the University of Missouri Alumni Association. 

AG ALUMNI HONORED 

Agricultural Dean Elmer Kiehl gives service wit h a 
smile at well attended barbecue on February 5. 
Faculty members worked as waiters. 

Dean C. B. Ratchford of University Extension offers 
a generous helping to Marion Barbee of Maryville, 
one uf hundreds of alumni at barbecue. 
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T he U ni ve rsity .-\lumni Assoc ia tio n' s C ita ti on o( 
Meri t recogni1.ed the achi evem en ts o f [o ur University 
grad ua tes a t the second annua l Ag Day Barbecue h eld 
o n February .5 . T h e [our di stinguished th em e lves i n 
agri culture. T hree of th e rec ipients we re present fo r 
the ce remonies: 

Dr. L este r fair! Casid a, pro fessor o f geneti s a t the 
U ni versity o f Wi sconsin sin ce 1946; C. W . Sheppard , 
W a rrensburg, Missouri ; a nd Fra nk Stonn cr, C hamo is, 
Misso uri . 

T he Cita tion was awa rded pos thumo usly to th e 
la te J oseph C. Steph ens, in te rnati o na ll y known pl ant 
sc ienti st. Acce p1 ing was hi s uncl e, Dr. F. F . tephen s. 

A pprox im ate ly 600 person a ttended t he ba rbecue, 
sponsored by the Assoc ia ti o n o f Agricultu ra l Alumni , 
in th e Li vestock Judg ing Pa vili on. Cord ell T indall , 
edi to r o f M isso 1tr i R.11 ra h st, wa m as ter o f ce remoni es. 
T he main spea ker was Ch ancellor J ohn W. Schwad a, 
who sketched the U ni versity's p ro blems and need s, 
a nd emph.1sized the importa nce of agriculture and 
agri cultural research to the ta te a nd n a tion. 

H artley Banks, Sr., o f Co lumbi a, vice-pres ident a nd 
treasurer of th e U ni ve rsity lumni Assoc ia ti on , pre
sented the C ita tio ns, which were fo r "outstanding 
achi evement and meri torio us e rvice in agri cultu re." 

Mr. S tephens, o nsidered the fa th er of hybrid sor
ghum , rece ived hi s B .S. in Agri culture cl gree in 1924 
and his A.M. in 1925. H e began hi s outsta nding 
ca reer in the U. S. Departm ent o f Agri culture a t the 
Texas Agricultural Ex perim nt Sta ti on in 1925. H e 
was responsible fo r working out the problems in 
p roducing hybrid seed o f so rghum, a spec ies with 
perfect 0owers. H e spen t hi s li[e working o n the 
genetics of sorghum and wi th male-ster ile cha ra te rs 
in the same spec ies . H e was a recogni zed world a u
thority on the linkage re la ti o ns a nd ge net ics of sor
ghum . Mr. Stephens shared with a colleague the 
Hoblitze lle Na tio nal Awa rd in 1955 for hi s research, 
a nd was named " Ma n of th e Yea r in Agriculture" in 
19.55 by Progressive Frl1'm er. H e was elcCLed a Fellow 
in th e Ameri ca n Society o f Agro nomy in 1956, a nd 
rece ived the Sup r ior Service /\ wa rd of the U. S. D e
pan mem of Agri culture. 

Dr. Cas id a ho lds two degrees from the Uni vers ity, 
an A.M . in 1927 a nd the Ph .D. in 1932 . ln th e la tter 
ye;i r he began hi s Jong assoc ia ti on w iLh t he U ni versity 
of Wi sconsin . H e was pres iden t of the J\meri rn n 
Society of A nimal Science in 1956 and rece ived the 
Morrison Award in 1959. Dr. C;is id a w;is editor of 
the Society' Journal of An imal Science from 1949 to 

1954. It was in 1954 tha t he rece ived the Borden 
Awa rd from the A meri ca n Da iry Science Associatio n . 
In 1964 he beca m e correspo nding edito r, Journal of 
R eproduction an d Fertility. Dr. Casida is a na ti ve of 
Livingston County, M issouri. M rs. Cas id a is the fo r
m er Ruth Barnes, A .B. 1927 . T hey have two ons and 
a da ughter. 

Mr. Sheppard started fa rming in 19 19 ;i ncl has 
been prominent in agri culture ince th en. For mo re 
than thr~e ~eca cl e~ he has ca rri ed a hea vy schedule of 
!eadersh1p _111 van ed ac tivities. In his genera l fa rm
m g operation he h as specia lized in Duroc J ersey 

hogs ;i ncl Angus ca Ltl e . H e is ;1 former p resident of 
th e M issouri Li vestock Assoc ia ti on. F rom 1936 to 

1 948, M r. Sheppard was a member of the Sta te F a rm 
Progra m Committee, and for ten yea rs o f tha t 
pe riod he was Sta te D irecto r of the Federa l F arm 
Progra m in Missouri . A nat ive of Ba rton County, 
M isso uri , he rece ived hi s B.S. in Agriculture in 1916, 
the yea r he was m anager of Farm ers Fair. In 191 5 h e 
was ;i member of the Lives tock Judging T eam which 
wo n th e judg ing contes t a t the America n R oyal. Mrs. 
Sheppa rd , the fo rmer Helen R edford , was Ba rn
wa rmin ' Queen in 1918. 

Mr. Stonn er never h;is los L hi s ti es with agri cu I ture 
a lthough he has had a highl y successful ca reer in the 
busin ess world . H e now li ves in hi s na ti ve Chamoi s, 
his home surro unded by nea rl y 6,000 acres of Stonner 
land , a fter retiring from 33 yea rs in the insura nce 
fi e ld . H e was a member of the University Boa rd of 
Cu ra to rs for six years, 1947- 1953. 

Mr. Stonn er was graduated in 1922 with a B.S. in 
Agri culture degree. On the campus he was prominent 
in agri cultural ;ictivitie, and wa ma le perman ent 
secre ta ry of the all-Uni ve rsity cl ass of 1922. H e was 
in co umy agent work fo r eight yea rs befo re joining 
the Sta te Farm lnsu rance Companies as Missouri State 
Direc to r in 1930. H e adva nced to Deputy R egio na l 
Vice-Pres ident. M r. Stonner marri ed the fo rmer Miss 
Genevi eve Miller in 195 1; they ha ve a d aughte r, 
A nne, twelve years old. 

Big plans for B&P A Week 
An expanded p rogram , with new fea tures added a nd 
o ld ones continu ed, m arks the 1965 B&PA W eek, 
formerl y known as Business W eek, whi ch begins on 
the ca mpus April 5 and end A pril 9. 

Ou ts tanding spea kers arc being scheduled_ Am on g 
them w ill be Dr. Arthur E. W eimer and U.S. Sen a tor 
Stu art Symington. Dr. \l\le imer, director, Aerosp ace 
Resea rch pplica tion Center, Jndi ,rn a U ni versity, 
deli ve rs a Uni versity Assembl y lec ture, "Space Re
sea rch and Its Ap p li ca ti on to Business," in the A rts 
a nd Science Audi torium on April 6. Senator Syming
to n g ives the H onors Lecture in J es e Auditorium 
on A pril 9 fo ll ow ing an H onors L uncheon a t 
Memor ial Student U nion a t which D ea n Pinkney 
Wa lker will pres ide, with Dutto n Brookfi eld o ( 
Kansas City as master of ceremonies. 

"P ro fesso rs for a D ay," schedul ed d a il y in B &:PA 
cl assrooms, is a new fea ture for which the servi ces 
o f a large number o f gue ts h il ve been a rran ged. 
Prominent business leaders in various fi elds will be 
here to lecture as professors. 

T raditional events, such as th e Bosses Braw l, the 
fa cu lty skit , the Idea l Boss and Secre tary ampa ig n , 
a nd the Bosses Ba ll a re on the agenda. Exhibits a nd 
o ther a ttrac tions are being a rranged. 

Alumni members o f the B&PA Week Committee 
are Mitch Murch of St. Louis, Willi am R . T ole r of 
Columbia, and R oy A. Wilhelmsen of Kansas Cit y. 
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