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Collection 
Two University graduates, Mr. anel Mrs. Anton A. 
Tibbe of St. Louis, have presented to the State His
torical Society of Missouri the photographic collection 
of Mrs. Tibbe's father, Charles Trefts, St. Louis pro
fessional photographer who died in November, 1963. 
The photographs provide a graphic review of the 
changing scene over a period of more than 50 years. 

Mrs. Tibbe, the former Anna Elizabeth Trefts, 
received an A.B. degree from the University in 1938 
anel went on to a career with the fine arts department 
of Washington University as a teacher of dress 
design. Mr. Tibbe, after receiving an A.13. here in 
1921, graduated from Harvard Law School. 

Charles Trefts, a pioneer in photography, was self
taught. In 1912, when he was 25, he opened a studio 
in downtown St. Louis. He established a company to 
produce colored slides for wide use in movie theaters. 
He continued to supply commercial photographs for 
St. Louis businesses un til his death in 19G3 at the 
age of 76. He also produced salon prints which won 
many awards at exhibits in the U.S. anel Canada. 

The total collection contains several thousand 
negatives, glass plates and prints, many of historical 
significance as they trace progress in various areas. 
A majority of the pictures pertain to St. Louis-its 
public buildings, street scenes, parks, catastrophes, 
churches, riverfront and special events. There are 
hundreds of photos rich in human interest and nos
talgia, too, such as the one of the appealing mermaid 
shown at right. It is one of several dozen pictures 
on display at the Society. 

The cameras and supplementary equipment which 
Mr. Trefts used during his long career were given 
by Mr. and Mrs. Tibbe to the University'S School of 
Journalism to be displayed in its museum. 
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TRIFTS . The photographer recorded this early harvest scene in rural Missouri. 

continued 

Charles Trefts took this picture from inside a hanger as Charles Lindbergh's plane, "Spirit of 
St. Louis," was being returned after his Paris flight in 1927. Note crack in glass plate. 

6 I MISSOURI ALUMNUS / SEPTEMBER '65 



The excw-ison boat "President" on lite Mississippi.: l)hoto taken from !tnder Eads bridge_ 
The boat is now based at New Orleans and is still in use. 

Above: Street scene in St. Louis 
soon after turn of century. 

Left: At Bonne Terre for a July 4th 
celebration around I9I2, Photographer 
Charles Trefts had his car 
aj)j)ropriately decorated. 
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