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Hartley G. Banks, Sr., is a man who likes to watch 
things grow. He also likes to help things grow. Per
haps one of the most gratifying aspects of his com
bined vocation-avocation of "watching things grow" 
has been the burgeoning of the University of Missouri 
Alumni Association during the past 34 years that he 
has served as its treasurer. 

Mr. Banks (A.B. '26), Columbia banker and civic 
leader, who also serves as national vice-president of 
the Association, easily remembers when he began his 
tenure as treasurer. It was on the day he returned 
from his honeymoon, after marrying the former Miss 
Eugenia Owen (A.B. '31) of Clinton, Missouri, on 
June 27, 1931. 

Modest to the point of relegating his Association 
work to a matter of "just being there for Board meet
ings and helping out whenever I can," Mr. Banks 
certainly has not just sat back and watched as the 
organization gained in size and accomplishments. 

He stressed the teamwork involved in the develop
ment Ot the Association and gives great credit to 
others-Richmond C. Coburn of St. Louis, president 
of the Association in 1936; the late R. L. (Bob) Hill, 
Columbia, director of Alumni Activities from 1921 to 
1945; Dr. Herbert Bunker, Columbia, who followed 
Hill; and G. H. (Bus) Entsminger, now Assistant to 
the President for University Development and Alumni 
Activities-these, among many, who stand out in his 
memory as men who kept things going or pumped new 
life into the Association when it was most needed. 

In his more than three decades as treasurer-this is 
a misleading title, encompassing more trenchant ones: 
guardian, watchdog, trouble-shooter, middleman, 
soothsayer, sage, adviser, bearer-of-bad-and-good tid
ings-Mr. Banks has seen the Association mature from 
a small, loose-jointed, very nearly falling-over-its-own
feet group to the dynamic, effective organization 
(15,000 alumni members strong) that it is today; able 
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to support the University with many programs that. 
were only dreams yesterday. 

University President Elmer Ellis, commenting on 
Mr. Banks' record, called him "a faithful leader of 
alumni activities at the University of Missouri for 
many, many years." He said Mr. Banks has "given 
valuable time to a great number of University enter
prises, has loaned his name and prestige to the U ni
versity Foundation, and has been of invaluable serv
ice to us in arranging financial support for several 
important University programs. We will always be 
in his debt for the many things he has done for the 
University." 

Mr. Entsminger praise([ Mr. Hanks for his "service 
and interest in the long-range development of an 
active and aggressive alumni association." I-Ie added: 

"No other person has contributed so lUllch to the 
progress of the alumni movement during the last 
quarter of a century." 

The Banks family historical ties with the University 
and wit.h Columbia and its other educational and 
banking imtil:Utions are colorful and they date from 
pre-Civil War clays. His late father, H. H. Banks, 
founder of the Columbia Savings Bank, studied for a 
year at the University, but at the age of If) had to dis
continue his educational career because of the death 
of his father, Lynn S. Banks. The latter, whose fam
ily migrated to Missouri from Virginia anc! Kentucky, 
was a country doctor in Marion County when war 
broke out. 

As an officer in the Confederate Army, he was taken 
prisoner by Federal troops during a visit to Columbia 
to have Sunday dinner with the family of his brother
in-law, Joseph K. Rogers, third president of Christian 
College. Alerted that troops were riding to the cam
pus, he fled ancl, ironically, was captured on the prop
erty which is the Banks family homeplace on Mores 
Boulevard. Incarcerated in a drafty building-again, 
ironically-taken over by Federal troops on the "red" 
campus of the University, he subsequently died of 
pneumonia following his release. 

Today, Mr. Banks follows his father as president of 
the Columbia Savings Hank, and-watching a family 
tradition grow-has a son, Hartley Banks, Jr., who is a 
vice-president of the bank and is a 195<1 M.D. grad
uate. Mrs. Banks, Sr., likes to watch things grow, too 
-enjoying gardening and cultivation of houseplants. 
Mr. Banks draws the line here, leaving this partic
ular growing process strictly to his wife. Another Uni
versity alumna in the Banks family will be their 
claughter, Mrs. Eugenia Banks Rogers, when she is 
graduated with the Class of '66, and among four 
small Banks grandchildren, there undoubtedly will 
be more Missouri alumni in the future. 

Mr. Banks has served as president of the Christian 
College Board of Trustees since 19'18 and as a member 
of the Board for nearly two decades. His father had 
also given long service in these capacities. 

He is prominent in banking circles, serving as dis
trict representative to the Advisory Council of the 
National Association of Supervisors of State Banks. 
He is a director of the Hank of St. Louis and General 
Banks Shares Corporation, a holding company. IVlr. 

Banks is a member of the distinguished English-Amer
ican Neucomen Socicty, [or industrial, business, ami 
scientific leaders of the United States and England. 
He also serves his Alma 1'I'1ater in a vital way as a 
member of the University Development Foundation. 

In the early years of the Alumni Association and 
at the time he became keeper of the financial keys, 
succeeding S. F. Conley of Columbia, M r. Banks re
calls that the group was really two separate entities. 
Missouri alumni could either become active mcmbers 
(there were {OO-500 members in the late '20S and early 
'30s), or could subscribe to the official publication, 
Missouri Alu.mnus) or, of course, could do both, as 
separate activities. In all, there were approximately 
1,oon to 1,500 alums participating. 

Red was a familiar color in the ledgers during those 
early days, Mr. Banks recalls. In fact, it was almost 
the only color, as there were no real funds for operat
ing costs or to carry out any programs, before the 
reorganization into one strong Association and the 
building of membership. "The will and desire were 
there," he says, but the lofty ambitions and alumni to 
support: their Alma Mater led to [und-raising' projects 
that "fell Hat on their faces." 

Printing expenses for the Alum.nus and postage for 
its mailing and correspondence usually came from 
out-of-pocket and printers invariably had to wait for 
payment of their bills. There was no real office organi
zation-in fact, no real office or regular clerical staff, 
no letterhead stationery, large mailings, or attractive 
brochures; only sketchy records and files. But the 
most important clements were there-people who 
kept plugging away in a cubbyhole on the campus, 
keeping the Association alive and kicking' until things 
could get rolling. 

In 1936, with the election of Mr. Coburn as presi
dent, things did get rolling, and the A.~sociation be
came one entity; a corporate body with elected of
ficials, a constitution and by-laws. It began btl ilding 
membership, continuing to publish the Alu'/Ilnus as 
the oHicial voice of the Association, but now includ
ing it with membership clues. 

Mr. Banks helieves that the effectiveness of the 
Association became more significant: after the annual 
achievement giving program was initiated ten years 
ago under the direction of Mr. Entsminger. The 
alumni through their support have proved them
selves a valuable asset in their response to this Uni
versity program. 

Mr. Banks pointed, also, to the University admin
istration's strong endorsement of the Association's ac
tivities and objectives. He said President Elmer Ellis 
has been a great friend of the organization, and that 
former President Frederick A. Midc1lebush in his long 
tenure had encouraged its program. 

Another source of pride with Mr. Banks is what 
he calls the "growth and maturation" of the Associa
tion's official magazine, which has grown sOllnd fi
nancially and has won numerous awards. 

Concluding his reminiscences, the long-time treas
l1rer said, "Yes, the Association has come a long way 
and I am glad I have been around to watch it." 
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