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871 receive degrees at August Commencement 
Education is becoming- the single most important 
concern of the American people and the leading 
growth industry in the nation, Dr. James L. Bugg, Jr., 
Chancellor of the University of Missouri at St. Louis, 
told an audience in Jesse Auditorium at Summer 
Commencement exercises on the evening of August ti. 

"While our society increasingly demands a powerful 
new emphasis Oil education, we are sometimes amaz
ingly reluctant to recogn ize the costs of such de
mands," Dr. Bugg said. Even if Missouri and other 
states are willing to ass lime the financial burden, 
he added, "there is a limit beyond which they cannot 
go." He said the Federal Government, already a heavy 
contributor to many programs in higher education, 
will continue this trend. 

"The truth is that the Federal Government must, 
in one way or another, finance the ever more costly 
programs of research and services demanded from 
the universities." 

Nearly 2,000 persons crowded the auditorium for 
the exercises, moved indoors after rain thwarted plans 
to hold them on Francis Quadrangle. Hundreds of 
other persons watched the program by closed circuit 
television in the Arts and Science and the Business 
and Public Administration buildings. 

University President Elmer Ellis conferred 871 . 
degrees. Chancellor John W. Schwacla presided. The 
Rev. B. Daniel Clater, pastor of the Second Baptist 
Church, Columbia, gave the invocation. 

·William C. Tucker o[ Warrensburg, president of 
the University Alumni Association, welcomed the 
graduates into the ranks o[ alumni. 

Other excerpts from Chancellor Bugg's address: 
"The professor today is too often a harried man 

with too many tasks, too many committees, too many 
pressures, too many books to read and write, too 

many frustrations, and too many students." 
"'''''e all know of the increasing academic pressures 

which characterize our time ... the desire to excel 
[or purposes of admission to the proper colleges or 
graduate schools; for status; to please parents who 
demand excellence .... Is it any wonder that sooner 
or later many students stand back and ask why? 
There is the impersonality of the large university. 
... A student searching for an identity, for meaning 
for himself, has a difficult time amidst the imperson
ality of large classes, TV courses, sometimes uncon
cerned graduate instructors, and the freezing imper
sonality of the too numerous secretaries who bar the 
doors to administrative and faculty offices. Perhaps 
the amazing thing is the fact that the vast majority · 
adjust so well to the system, and turn out to be so 
normal and stable." 

"I happen to believe that conflict is very important. 
... But I do reject the increasingly shrill demands 
of the extremists, both left and right, who demand 
conformity to their respective positions. And I de
plore equally the conformity which exists to some 
degree on most campuses. . . . And I might add 
that there are no greater conformists than the so
called 'off-beat' students who are supposedly revolting 
against conformity. 

"For conformity, whether of dress or of ideas, leads 
inevitably to regimentation. Regimentation destroys 
courage, and courage, as Socrates remarked long ago, 
is knowledge. Moral courage is a prerequisite for 
scholarship, and a necessity for survival insofar as 
any university is concerned. For a university is most 
concerned with learning, and learning must involve 
both the enrichment of the mind and the quest for 
truth, and this cannot be accomplished in a regi
mented environment." 
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