
Degrees A"W"arded 874 

Of the 874 degrees awa rded by th e Un ivers ity 0£ 
Missouri a t Summer Sess ion Commencement: exer

cises on August 7, more than ha lf were mas ter's or 

doctor's degrees. Fi ve hun<lrcd degrees in th e Gradu

ate School were conferred, 01· wh ich 278 were in the 

fie ld of ed ucation . One hundred a nd two gra duates 

rece ived degrees in cooperation with othe r sta te 

co lleges. 
Speaker at the ceremonies, held on Fra ncis Quad

rangle in the evening, was Dr. James A. M cCa in , 

president of Kansas State University . His topi c was 

"The Jmagc Cli che." 
Dr. M cCa in sa id America ns show "more anxiety 

over h ow we a ppea r than how we a re, over form 

rather than substa n e, over avo iding the appea rance 

o[ ev il r a ther than ev il itse lf. In fact, I should labe l 

thi s image cliche along with credit cards and TV 

commercia ls as one of the foremost abomin at ions o( 

modern life." 
The spea ker referred to an area of human acti vity 

"where the temptation is strong to correct a bad 

image and ignore the bad condition responsible for 

it. " H e sa id that Missouri , Ka nsas and the Great Pla ins 

states Jag in industri a l° growth, ha ndi capped by an 

unfavorable reputation of "a nti -intell ectua li sm." H e 

cited one criti c who "charged us with being more 

interested in the ma n with a lot of practi ca l know

h ow tha n in the man whose stre ngth is depth 0£ 
training in ad va nced science a nd techn ology. The 

critic sa id we have allowed our ablest people to be 

lured away by the eas t a n<l west coas ts. 
"Ad mi ttedl y, we h ave been guiltv of anti

intell ectu alism a t a time when the hi ghl y train ed 
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Th e Acade~ic Procession as it leaves Jesse H all for march aroun d Universi ty's historic Columns. 

intellect is th e most vital ingredient in economic 
grow th. 

" It is gn1tifying to observe that your sta te of 
Missouri is now committed to a w ise a nd fa r-sighted 
prog ram fo r expa nding highe r edu ca tio n and rai sing 
its qu ality. 

"I commend to yo u in rhi s g raduating cl ass the 
undeniabl y <1 ttra cti ve resource fo r li ving and earning 
a li ving here in your home sta te, and espec ia ll y the 
improved ca reer o pportuniti es stimul <1 ted by these 
measures for enriching th e state's intellectual 
clima te." 

D r. McCa in sa id the p ro fess ion o f teaching is suf
fering from a ta rni shed publi c image a nd made fo ur 
suggestions to r aise the level o f educa ti on in the 
U nited St<1tes. H e advocated that hig h scho las ti c 
achievement should be en th ro ned as the di stincti on 
mo. t to be cherished . H e sa id a minimum require
ment for high school gradu <1 ti on should be com ne
tence in the use of oral a nd w ritten Engli sh. H e 
would revive the old-fa shi oned no tion th at a sound 
edu ca tion is lite rary in charac ter. A nd fin a lly, he 
pleaded for prese rva tion of " the good reputa tion we 
cherish for our country, a m at ter in vo lving no t onl y 
pride but our security as well. " 

Chancellor Tolin , ,v. Sch wa da pres ided over the 
exercises. Presi~lent Elmer E llis conferred the degrees. 
B. ·w. R obinson, vice-pres id ent of the U ni versity 
Alumni Associa tion , welcomed the gradua tes to 
alumni ra nks. Prof. Thom as L. Mills led the sing ing 
of the Na tional Anthem, and P ro f. Perry G. Parrig in 
was a t the organ. The invoca ti on and benediction 
were bv the R ev. M onk Bryan, pas tor of the Misso uri 
Meth odist Church. 

The Commencemen t speaker, Dr. Jarn es A. McCain, 
president of Kansas State University. 
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