
Umematsu JVMad11 

On her graduation dny, K(ll/u;rine 11'11tmln J>lart•s lrcr cap playfttlly on tile 
head of her father, Umematsu Walada of Norrolulu~ al.so a Univer1ity 
grndrmlc, as Mrs. Wllttula look.r ou. 

Umematsu Watada Cited for Distinguished Service 
UmemaMu Watada has m:ule ntuncrom trips to ~l is· 
souri from his n:uivc H awa ii, btn the journey he made 
in j une was one o£ his proudcs1. The 192 1 g •·aduate 
or the University rCIUl' IICd this time for :l double 
occ~t~iou: to receive the Distinguished Service 1\ward 
from the University or MiiSOtU'i Ahtnll) i A.!SOCiation. 
and to see his daughter, Miss K:uhcrinc ~1. \Vat:ul:t, 
receive :w A.R. clegrc..-c at the Ju ne 4 Comn1enccmcm. 
He w:1s :tcrornpanied by M t'll. \ V:uada. On :. pre\'ious 
occ:tsion. in 1956. the p:rre•ns :ancl d:Hig-htcr were on 
the campus w sec thci•· son antl brother. Cordon 
W:u:ul:t, r«cive an engineering degree. 

B:"tck in 1919 M issourians in Y.!\ I.C .A. work in 
Haw:aii J)CI'$u:uk'(l ~lr. \V:uada to cntc:r 1hc University. 
It w:•s his first tl'ip out o f I r:nv:tii. He recalled that 
he \\'~•s so lonely in Cnlumbia at first that he simply 
headed fur the Y.~I.C.A. =:t1HI s:u down hy himself on 
the from p<>••ch. Someone came :"~long with a friendly 
h :mdsfu.ke, he saicl, and a rter that 1hings were all 
right. Mr. \ V:uada made =:t career of Y·work, :md is 
a re1 ircd secre1ary. 

The Dis1ing-uishcd Scn·ice Award. one of the major 
honors confcnc.."<l by the Univcrsil)' :md its Alumni 
Assodation , is presented :mnually in recognition o£ 
an :d umnus who has given o u tslandillg ~n·icc: in sup
pon or the Univcrsil)' and its progr:m1. According to 
d1e cit<uion , 1he award was made ' ' in recogl\ition o£ 
out!.t:tnd ing service to the Univei'Sity of M issouri by 
Umcmatsu \V:uada, whose enthusiasm and imereSl 

h:h 'C been di•·ectetl to the developmem of :t gr e:"tter 
University of l\lissouri. The loyalty and determin:l· 
don exemplified by this rc:cipiclll constiunes o ne of 
the Uni\·ersity's finest elements o ( strength ." Associ:t· 
lion I>YC$ideut Edw:trd \ V. Sowe•·s otlldatcd. 

Mr. Watada has shown a dc\'Otion to the Uni vcrsily 
sinrc his g•·aduation with a B.S. in Agriculture •IZ 
years ago. In fo rmal alumni ac1 ivities. he org:tui:r.cd 
and sen·ed as the fi rst presiden t o f the Univers ity o£ 
Miss.<nu i Hawaii Alumni Chapter in ' 95'- Since that 
time he has :llso sen·cd fi rst as the oflici:tl :mel then 
the unofficial host to ' 'isi tors to 1-l ;nvaii from t he Uni· 
\'Crsity. 1-Je has maintained an outpost of hospit:llit)' 
in Honolulu for :my :..ml ;all gradu;ues :and f:•c::ulLy 
members who migh1 pass th::al w:1y; many o£ these 
\' isitors h<I\'C been roya11)' enten:.incd 1hmugh 1he 
effor1s o£ Mr. \ Vat:ula. who is known <n1 1he islands 
;Ls " Mr. Uni\'e rsity of Missouri." A continuing service 
by Mr. W:uad:. that has become somewhat of :1 n alli· 
tion is a rtgul:ar gi h o r Rowers rrorn the isb nds ror 
the J lomcooming Queen, her court, :md other persons 
at the Uui\'er.sity each f:t ll. Bouquets or orc·h ids and 
o ther exotic Rowers arrh·c on the campus by ::.ir an. 
nually for dtc t-lom(.'COI1ling weekend. 

In june. 19()2. Dean W. Francis English o£ t he Col· 
lege o£ Ans and S(·ience stopped ofT in H::awa ii while 
o n the way to India, and at that time presented ~11·. 
Watada with :t Cenilic:uc ol Appreciatio n fro m the 
Alumni Associat ion. 
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