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Friends of the Library
Annual Dinner

The vital role of books in modern life was stressed
v the two [eatured \!)I'.ILI'I\ at the Friends of the
University of Missouri Library annual dinner held
o1l _"|_Er|i| G. lrving Dilliard told the audience in
Memorial Stucdent Union that “libraries have the
[oremost 1o \r|n||\i||i|:il:1. losr I:l]l,'\rl'ufl!g those (reedoms
of individual American citizens designated in the
constitutional Bill of Rights.” Dr. Eugene Holt Wil
son, relating the general alarm of book-minded people
over the dechine ol r1'.IL|jII§:. satd that “books may
be the one free medium lelt through which modern
man can escape the pressure of contemporary living.”

Mr, Dilliard, author and lecturer, for 89 years was
on the stalf of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch where he
was editorial page director when he retired in 1g6o;
he now lives in Collinsville, Ill., where he serves as
president of the Memorial Library, Dr. Wilson s
vice-president of the University of Colorado where he
formerly was Director of Libraries and professor of
library science, The speakers were introduced |y
University President Elmer Ellis. Presiding at the
dinner was T, ||.I1'I|n‘f.' Pollock of St. Louis, Fpu--.in:l_:'ul
of the Friends of the Library. Other program partic-
ipants included Dr. William H. Peden, professor ol
English, and Dr. Richard 5. Brownlee, director, State
Historical Society of Missouri.

The dinner climaxed a day of activities for the
Friends: their annual meeting, a tour of libraries, and
a reception at the President’s House, Numerous Mis-
souri notables were among the guests.

Fhotos by George W. Gardner Dr. Eugene Wilson sproke on “Reading for Life”

President T. Hartley Pollock of the Friends of the Library, Iroing Dilliard, Viee President Eugene Wilson
of the University of Colorade, and President Elmer Ellis of the University af Missouri.
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