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WORLD UNDERSTANDING 

TuJI..C\, l .iheti:~. l'c•1u :t nd 1hc L!So,;R h:l\'t' in •ccCnl 
) 'C::II , l,ccu the ~U illiU t: l' (lc .. tin.u ion Cur ;t nutubcr nr 
.\li> .. ollt' i .. uulcn h ;,., a •c .. uh ul 1hcir iu\'ohcmt:nt in 
1hc l 1uitcr,il\ \',\IC.\ pn~1 :11n . i'\u lmtRt'l' COIHCIH 
to jlhl ~t·:u.l :d>out wodd :lflai1 .. whilt.• in coiiC:):.C, 1hc 
moch·rn .. wcknt j., .. cd:.inK ''':t} ' of bccnming :tui"d} 
im n h <,'il. 

Buildin~ :t W:tiCI ftunt rae i lil)' fur :t \' bo) ·, (;unp 
in ' I t~~la. Tu • k ... ·r: hclpiu~ w ('tee 1 :t 1<.,. re:u iou 
ccmt·r in C rccu\'ilk. l.ibcri:•: :uul con-,t wcting the 
IIP~ol .. hcl\\'CI lac ilit ic-. fur :t \' buihling ln<.:n ctl in the 
~tum .. ol l .i1H:t. Pcru- lhc .. e were tlUI cxanl)' , ,•hat 
Cou ncil !'Jmith. C:dvin Bmuk .. and llic k l l ed~c had 
in mimi tdten lhty joined the V.\I C:..-\. llowC\'tr, 
:•he•· p:nti<ipatiug iu 1hc \'1\ICr\', v:tricd program 
:111d bcin~ ch~dlcngcd by new i<lc:ts. t he C lui .. ti:ut 
f:tith ;uHI lite nec<b. or the ir ft•llow man, cat h mu: in 
hi~ own war decided w volu nteer h i~ .. en·ite .. for a 
~ummcr o n :t \':.O IC.\ cwcr~c:t\ work prn~r:un. Slill 
othct· Y.\fC.\ ~tudcm~ h:wc found thcnh c h c .... pend· 
ing ciKIH week., o f 1he ~ummct' in the l!~SR :tntl 
E;•swm En10pc part itip:u ing in a cult ur:tl CXfhan~e 
program with Sm ict youth. 

01 c:<mr">C. nut :til nf 1he \' ':.. intCI'II<ttion:d pro· 
~ranh arc : ... clr:nn:-ttic :h thc· .. e. h ut the' :u c, nCVcl'· 
thck~ ... im pmt:uH. Eadt o ne j, jfe,ign Ccl I n huild 
worhl und<·t .. tanding. 

The Y.\J C.\ :11 J\fi"~nuri j., the wcogn itcd lc:.dcr 
:unont; !":t lllJHI~ gnHtfh when il come, to program~ 

with an imcm:u icmal fl:wur. Di~u .... io tl'> :tbfHH C uba. 
1he Cnn~n. ~· nd 1hc U.'\ :trc c_omntnnpbfc at the \' 
whc 1hcr the} take pl:tcc durin~ a fmm~t l ptngram or 
cl\'cr :t cup uf roffcc in t he Y o llu c. t\lote than one 
foreiAtl 11o lltdCnt ha~ referred 10 1hc Y.\IC.\ ;a., hh 
"(.oUt.'(: hm~'>e.'' for t h il> il> where he meet.. hi .. fricml .. 
::tntl r:tl k~ o'er the i:,.Snts of lhc <l:t). 

l):tn iripation hy furrign .stuclcnh in the Y;\ IC ,\ jo;; 

ncuhing new. of rour .. c. but J >C I'hap~ the >IIUOunt and 
uature of it ntighl surprisf' ~)tnc. A t the pn:.)CIIt t ime 
Y m ember .. rome from !W counu·ics nf the world . :-h 
for pa1·t icip:u ion. ncal'l y a ll of t he Uni\'et'S it y·~ .JOO 
fo1'C i~n .)t udcm:.. lake pa n :u one t ime o t· :hH)t her dur· 
ing 1l1e ye::.r in YM CA ac1 ivit ics. Foreign s tudents arc 
:H·t i\'c in C\'et)' Y progr~un ;trea incl uding discussion 
groups. leaders hip l l'::tinin~. facull )' fires ides . .service 
projec1-. and :uhle1 its. 

Socr.ct·, established as a Y pmg;r.Hl't bst )'C<tr, h;ls 
pro,•ccl LO be very p<>pub1· wi1 h foreign students. Jn 

fatt. four or thi., )C':tl'\ Cllll jc., i1H huled IC:IIll'io COlli· 
J)C>~ctl pritn:uil) uf 'iltult•rth rmm Ku1 ca. Tt•rke)·· 
Iran ami L:uin .\mc1ic:t. On one c)Cc:;t.,ion, an :1ll 
fe:tguc team tnacle up nr l;o1h l un.· i~n ~II ICI .\tHCI ir~lll 
.,ttHicnt~ t•epre'>l..~ rucd th(' Y in an infcnnw l p;:unc with 
::.ttalcnt~ ftom the School of Mine .. :nul ~J cwl hugy at 
Rolla . 

T he Y~I CA conduct ~" fcwci~n ~t tttlcnl utiem:ttimt 
p t·ogr:un in 1hc fo'a ll. \' ln1C1nat ional \Vcek.cnd '\ arc 
popul:.r prog1·anH in which a group of fio W 70 
, \mcl'itotn anti foreign studcm~ spend the wcckt:ud al 
:1 Y;\ ICA camp nc;1r the L:tkc o f tht: OJ:u·k~. The 
lllOt if u£ lhc~ progr:lmS is I'CCI'e:u ion anti good fd· 
lowo;hip. lnC\'itably. howC\'CI', we lintl th:t L murc than 
a few ~rious d iscussions spring up. 

The YMCt\ .-.ho provid~ 1hc ;\L U. forCiRu \Ill· 

dent with unc of hio; few nppnt'tunitic) 10 ub~ervt.: anti 
p:tl'l ic ipatc itt Amcric:JII ramily life. U)ually l>u ilt 
:u·nund :t wcckc ud, chis prognnu frequen tly i i'WCih cs 
:tbnut ::5 fnrcign .)tuden•.s a nd an cc1ual number o r 
. \mcrican families in 11 comm unit y ~· way r1om the 
rampm. Hul'blo (~ l o.). ShcJbin;1, ~ l cxicu. ~font· 
gomcry C it)' :md l l:111nihal ha\'C .. crvccl :. .. hosL <-'OIIl· 

munities in the pa::. t. In ~tdd it ion to li"in~ with :1 

fami l)' for the weekend. the s wdcm J ~;~., the o p pm · 
tunit)' 1u \'i\it .!>Chools. churche~. plates of hu~inc\,, 
( ;mlh and 01 her poim~ ul in1cre,t during hi, " ' :'1) . 

Few progr:uns ha\'e bi'Ough t :\) h ig lt ptai'!C :t'i thi'i one 
from 1h~c invoh 't."CI. 

The Y;\l CA 's cfl'on 10 im·oh·c ~tudcnh in \\'nrld 
;tiTair., take., other rorm'i HIO. t\mong 1he lllfhl am· 
bit im,., .)o(.hcclulctl for this spring i~ :. ~l odcl Uni1cd 
N:1tion.), ~lore th:m ;,;,o stutlcnlll will take pa1·t in 
the debates of the Ccncr:•l .\ s..'iCmbly, SCnu ity Gnu neil 
:uul other brand leo; <)f the UN which will ('ha llcngc 
the JXtrticipants tv tq• to tuult.:rs1:u1d the po~it ion~ o il 
,,·oriel i ~sues or countries other than t heir own. 

H e lpiug stut1cnts to le:mt and understaml sotll t.'· 
thing <tbOut wot•hl alfairs is ob\·iou.11ol )' an imponant 
p~u' l or the Y;\ ICA ·~ pro~ram. Thi) c mph:-t:;i'i com es 
u:Hura ll)' to ~m organital iun whi('h is fl;IJ'l of an in· 
ternacion<!l y rcllowship ac work in So COUI11 1'iC'S. 
~lcmbCI'S or I he Y~J CA Board of Directors a.s well :l'i 

the l)l tu1cnt.s lhcm~I"<.'S :•re enthusiastic :tb()ut it. 
Some of the results arc obvious ;mel immecl i<tiC, n1 hers 
may he longer in coming. Jn ei1her (::tse. 1hc Y,\ IC.\ 
feels th:u its intemational pmgl'arn is meeting an 
imporl:uu need for t()(by's st udent . 
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