
Doing the right thing 
Memorial Stadium renovation will expand seating for people with disabilities 

BY TERRY JORDAN 

R ich Blakley is a Tiger football fan, 

but he doesn't go to many gnmes. 

Blakley, a quadriplegic, cnn't get 

excilcd about sitt ing in the only area at 

Memorial Stadium designated for people 

in wheelchairs - the rim above the big 

" M " on the nonh side. '°You' re 100 yards 

or more away from the action, the 

scoreboard seems a mile away, rmd Lhe 
speakers are right in your cars," says 

Dbklcy, di rector of Columbia's Services 

for Independent Living office. 
All of thal is about Lo change, however. 

Beginning this fall , people with disabilities 

will be able ro sit in prime viewing areas 

on the east and west sides of the stadium. 

In the ncxt year o r two. new restrooms, 

ticket booths and concession stands will be 

built to accommodate people with 
disabilities. And sudden ly, 131ukley and 
others in his situation are nsking about 

season tickets. 
"This is grea1," he .~ays. "You'll be able 

to analyze the offensive fom1ations. You 
can see the bli1zescoming. You'll feel a 

pan of the game." 
The move is not being made without 

sacrifice. More than 1,000 season-ticket 

holders will be re located to accommodme 

the change, and the seating renovation 

alone is costing the Athletic Depanment 

$1.2 million. But Athletic Director Joe 

Castiglione says the plan i .~ long overdue. 

"We want to be sensitive IO the needs 

of all our fans," Castiglione says. "This is 

n terrific opponunity to eliminate existing 
baniers and improve the environment for 

people with disabilities, allowing them to 

experience that part-of-the-crowd 
excitement that other fans have always 

experienced. 
"Let me cmpha.~izc that no one is going 

to lose season tickets. At the same time, 

we're welcoming inquiries from people 

wilh disabilities who may be interested in 

sitting in those new areas. 
"Yes, 1here's a price. But it 's the right 

thing to do." 
The plan also places M izzou among the 

leaders of schools addressing the issue, 
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Seating for 136 
wheelchair 
users and 158 
companions will 
nm from end 
zone to end 
zone on the 
eost side, and 
between the 
end zones and 
the 30-yard 
lines on the 
west side. The 
existing 60 
spaces on the 
north side will 
continue lo be 
reserved for 
wheelchair 
users and their 
companions. 

Castiglione says. "l haven "t seen or heard 

of any of our peer insiitutions - those in 

the Big Eight or Big Ten, for instance -

rcnovuting their stadiums co this extent," 

he says. "'Some, in fac1, arc only now 

adding d isability seating similar to our 60-

space section on the north side." Blakley 

concurs. " I've been to Il linois games in 

Champaign, and their disability sealing is 
in the end zone, too," he says. "That's not 

good." 
The Board of Curators approved the 

seating renovation plan last fall , awarding 

the contract to Richardson and Bass 

Construction Co. of Columbia. The firm 

will enlarge many of the tunnels on the 

east and west sides that lead to the main 

seating areas. "As you walk out of those 

tunnels into the light - about halfway up 

the stands - the wheelchair seating will 
be right there," explains Associate Athletic 

Director Gene McArtor, BS Ed '63, M Ed 
'64, PhD '72. "We're taking out the four 

rows of seating al and below that level, 

and basically building a long p1:1tfom1 and 

a railing to accommodate wheelchair users 

and their companions." 

W hy four rows? "The new seating 

requires adequate space for 
wheelchairs to maneuver -

forward, backward, and to the sides," 

McArtor says. "The specifications meet 
guidelines of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act." The special seating will 

nm from end zone to e nd zone on the east 

side, and between the end zones and the 

30-yard lines on the northwest and 
southwest sides (see d iagr.im). In all, there 

will be spaces for 136 wheelchair users 

and 158 companions. The work will be 
done 1his spring and summer, in time for 

the Tigers' home opener Sept. 2 ugainst 

North Texas State. 
To make room for the changes, 2,300 

reserved seats will be removed. 
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Casti glione estimates that at least 1,000 of 
those are occupi ed by season-ticket 
holders. " We' re cu rrently notifying those 
fans and offering 10 relocate them to 
compnrablc seating nearby," he ndds. With 
ques1ions, cn ll l-800-CAT -PA WS. 
Wheelchair users interested in the new 
seating also are being urged to call that 
number. 

Whil e the 60 spaces for wheelchairs 
behind the big " M" arc general ly full on 
game day, only 14 arc purdrnsed .is season 
tickels. What happens if dcmnnd for 1he 
new seating on the enst and west s ides is 
less than anticipated?"There's always the 
chance of selling those spaces LO the 
general public," McArtor says. "But we'd 
need to go th rough several games -
perhaps an entire season - lo sec how 
m:my spnces arc so ld on game days." He 
adds thal the 60 spaces on the north side 
wi ll continue to be reserved for wheelchair 
users and thei r companions. 

T he seating plan is only the start .of a 
new look for the stadrnm. ln the 
next couple of years, the Athle tzc 

Department plans to bu ild new restroo ms; 
renovate the concession stands; construct 
new 1icket booths: nnd generally improve 
accessibility IOr people with disabilities. 
All the work will meet ADA guidelines 

"Let's fa ce it: Memorial Stadium is an 
older facility, and things like the wooden 
restrooms and 1hc old ticket booths need to 
be upgraded anyway," McAr1or says. "As 
long as you're doing a job, why not do it 

Turf's up 

right? Certainly. il will meet ADA 
srnndards, but all of our fans will 
apprcciatethesc improvcmc111s.·· 

McArtor and Castiglione arc hesitant to 
give detnilsofthis next phase. since it has 
not yet been presented to the curators. But 
they say it cou ld run into "several" million 
dollars. "Herc again. we consider this ns 
something that needs to be done," 
Castigli one says. " We wi ll plan for 
Athlctit.: Departmen t revenues to cover the 
cost of these improvements; money from 
the state is not included. J'vesaid many 
times that we expect to be successful in the 
nenr ruture. Therefore. we must be 
v i .~ ionary and act accordingly." 

McArtor adds lhal the majori ty of the 
funds wi ll come from surcharges on ticket 
sales . The umount of the surcharge has not 
been determined. "And most of Lhc rest 
will come from our reserves," he adds. 

Similnrctwngcs are underwayat the 
Hearnes Center, snys di rector Tim 
Hickman. BS BA '89. Thirty additional 
parking spaces for people with disabilities 
have hecn added on the cast si de of 
Henrncs, nnd there arc new curb cuts and 
wheelchnir ramps on the we.'it side. The 
restrooms and dri nk ing fountains hnve 
been converted to meet ADA srnndards. 
and eight whcclchairsspnces have been 
added in A section of the arena. "In all. we 
havc havc53sp:iccsforwhcclchnirs for 
athletic conl ests<md for concerts," 
Hick rnan says."Wc'rccontinuin g to 
eva luate the demand for di sability 
seating ." 

tern wi ll be installed. 

The plan for Memorial Stadium is 
appl:wdi:d - atlcastinprinciple - by 
Chuck Grnham of Columbia, who has li lcd 
a federal .-.u it against MU to bring both 
Memorial Stadiu m and the Hcarnes Cen ter 
in10 compliance wi th ADA standards. 
'"I' ve yet to see details of the University's 
plan," says Graham. apnraplegictrnd 
Missouri coordinato r for the Gren t Plnins 
ADA Project. "Bm where the seating 
renovation is concerned, 1 don ' t think the 
Athletic Depnnment and Al)A proponenls 
are that rarapart." 

The lawsuit origi nally was set for trial 
Jan. 30, but bolh sides have ngrced to 
mcdialion lo solve 1he dispute. Grah:1111 
emphasizcs tha1 hefiledthesuitasan 
individu.il , not as a Great Pl:iins ADA 
employee. "The seating is only on e issue," 
Graham snys. " It wil l take time to get rid 
of what I call ':1 lcgacyofbarricrs' aguinst 
people with disabi li ties. Changes will have 
to be made, and word of mouth will need 
to filler down to the disnbil ity 
comrmm ity.'" 

But once that word filter.~ down. 
Blakley says, the disability com munity 
will hcdeligh1cd. ··G ranted , lheseating 
renova1ion won't solve the whole problem. 
You also need the restrooms . and the 
ticket booths ... and the conccs.~ion stands 

and the pay phones. What good is 
prime sealing il"you can't use 1hcother 
facilities? 

"M1cr people get the whole package 
and check it oul, tho ugh, they' ll be back. 
l' m sureo r1ha1." l!l 

When fans file into Memorial Stad ium on Sept. 2 to 
watch the Tigers play North Texas State, they'll be 
watching the Tigers play on natural grass, at home, 

for the first time since 1984. 

Meanwhile, the Kentucky bluegrass for the new field is 
being grown on n Rocheport, Mo. , sod farm owned by Gene 
Sandncr, BS Ag '83, and D.irrell Seltsmn, BS BA '36, MA 
'37. Come spring, workers will begin laying down, in order, 4 
inches of pea gravel; 8 inches of root zone sand and organic 
matter; 4 inches of TurfGrids and reinforced snnd; and the 
bluegrass. "Th is sand-based subsurface makes nil the differ
ence, bernuse it allows water to drain quickly," McArtor says. 

"As excited .is we are about this, there are fans who arc 
even more excited," says Associate Athletic Director Gene 
McArtor, BS Ed '63, M Ed '64, PhD '72. "The decision lo 
return to natural grnss mny not have been unanimous, buL it's 
awfully close." 

Workers for Columbia's Richardson and Bass Construction 
Co. began using backhoes in enrly December to tear out the 
JO-year-old Omniturf on Fnurot Field. Included in that job is 
the removal of a 2-inch rubber mat, 4 inches of popcorn 
asphal1 and 6 inches of rock drainage. in addition to 1hc sand
fillcd carpet surface. After the cxc11vation, a new drainage sys-
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The plan for the new turf was devised by former MU horti
culture specialist Dave Minner, and is sim ilar to surfaces built 
for the Kansas City Chiefs, Baltimore Orioles and Cleveland 
Indians. Ri chardson and Bass are doing the drainage work and 
installing the new surface nt a cost of $1.4 million . 

The Tigers got a firsthand look at a simi lar field when they 
played on grass at Oklahoma last fall. ''It had rained two inch
es in the previous 48 hours, yet the turf w.is in great shape at 
game time," McArlor says. "We were impressed. " 
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