
A closer lool( at Dan Devine 
What sort o r a guy is Da nie l .J ohn Dc1·i11 e, the U ni ­
versity's head foo tba ll coach? 

You llligh t expec t a big, confide n1 , g li b, m a LU re 
type for the epi c tas k he faces in his new job; 
yo u'll find a sma ll , ra the r qui et, ser io us, conservative 
yo ung rn an who looks more like a p ro fessor o r pe r­
haps a g radu a te student 1han a b ig 1ime foo tba ll 
coach. Consistent surpri se has bee n ex pressed a t hi s 
yo uth- he's 33, but he looks younge r- a nd a t hi s 
size-he's !)- 10, we ig hs 170, but he looks sm alle r . · 

His a p pa rentl y rese rved m a nner brea ks dow n un­
der exa mina tio n a nd revea ls a n unsuspec ted wa rmth 
and inte nsit y. Here's the kind o f m a n who will wea r 
we! I. T hese cha rac te ri sti cs a re perhaps best revealed 
b y an incident las t win ter : Spa rky Stalcup's be leag­
uered bas ketba ll forces had looked bad in a la te 
season loss to Colo rad o. Sparky, su ffe ring almos t as 
mu ch from the nu as the loss, had gone home ear ly. 
He go t a la te call from th e new foo tba ll coach , " I've 
los t g:rn1 es like tha t, Coach, a nd T just wanted yo u 
to know that I was thinking abo ut you ." Spark y 
ca lled it one o[ the fin est things th a t had eve r ha p­
pened Lo him in hi s coaching ca ree r; he added that 
"when thi s g uy jo ined , he rea ll y jo ined the team." 

A fin e sense of humor is a lmos t ind ispensable in 
the coaching p rofess ion. Devine has the kind tha t 's 
difficult to ge t down on paper, bu t easy a nd pleasa n t 

to recogni lc . His be ·t quips come out or a str;:i ight 
Li ce, a nd they snea k up on hi s audience. His off-thc-
uff comrnents while viewing game film s are wonder­

ful exa mples o [ spo ntaneous, subtle hum or. His 
speeches are written on the bac k of a n enve lope dur­
ing dinner a nd disca rded when he sta rts to talk. T he 
res ult is a somew ha t di scurs ive bu t warm and appro­
pria t t,il k free ly interspe rsed with d ry and sneaky 
humo r. He usua ll y seeks q ues tions from his a udie nce, 
a nd he answers them very thoughtfull y a nd ve ry ca re­
full y. T his g uy is no t like ly to be ca ught o ut o n a 
limb by the press. 

Dev ine's a pproach to the ga me he coaches so we ll 
is governed by the goa ls he has esLablishecl [or hi s 
tea ms. T he two qualiti es he wa nts hi s tea ms lo have 
a rc p ride and po ise, and eve ry move o n the fi e ld is 
ca refull y calculated in these directions. He does no t 
h ave the personal dri ve or intensity of a Don Fa uro t 
nor the fl air for orga niza tion of a F ra nk Broyles, b u t 
he does have better re lati ons with the individuals o n 
hi s squ ad than ei ther. His is a personal, human ap­
p roach to the game, refl ec ted in the good-na tured re­
spec t shown by the boys on the tea m and b y the hig h 
m orale of the tea m as a whole. 

During hi s first sp ring a t M issour i, Dev ine insti­
tuted the p rac ti ce of g iving eagerl y-sough t awards 

continued on page 19 

MI SSOURI ALUMN US / SE PTEMBER '58 

15 



G radu ;11 es a nd ror111 er sludc 111.s la ke o f[ in :ill di ­
rec tio ns. 

To keep up lo cl :11 c o n 1h e ir wh e reabo ut s, the U ni ­
versity 111ainta ins th e ,\lu11rni Li sts O ffic e. IL is super­
vised by th e A lu11111i .-\ ssoci:iti o n . 

;'\i ne empl o yes combin e Lh ir c ffo n s 10 find out 
where :\I isso uri m e n a 11d wo m en a r , :111d what th ey 
are d oi ng. Ea ch year seve ral 1ho us;111d " lost' ' :il11rn11i 
are loc; 1tcd . 

i \l hil e thi s is ;1 tedio us process requiring e ndl ess 

tracing and checking, th e .results are hea rtening . Ex­
peri ence has show n th at m a n y a n a lumnu , away from 
th e ca mpus [o r ye;i rs ;rnd till not contacted by the 
U nivers ity, d eve lo ps ;i fee ling of b ing n eglec ted , a nd 
actuall y is g lad to be " di srnve red " aga in. Most cases of 
" lost" alumni date back LO years ·igo whe n a fund s 
shortag redu ed Lists ac ti vit y. 

On the lists now arc the addresses o r approximatel y 
60,000 alumni . T he e ntire li st is queri ed annual ly to 
confirm addresses. Abo u t i5 % of these cha nge du r ing 
th e year. 

lnforma ti o n o n a lumni conta ined in news clippings 
a nd corres po ndence rece ived b y the Alumni Office is 
relayed regul a rl y to the Lists Office LO aug ment other 
sources in the consta nt " hunt. " 

A CLOSER LOOK AT DAN DEVINE 
from page 1 5 

for th e to p p erforman ces in spring ball , a pleasa nt 
break in th e normal drudge r y of A pril football. H e 
also in a ugurated a dinner for the pl ayers' parents b e­
fore the fin a l spring ga m e a nd a qu ad picnic o n the 
Mond ay afte r the ga m e, hig hlig hted b y a m eal se rved 
by the coach es and a squ ad vs. staff softball ga m e. He 
has shown a willing ness to fight for hi s kids until h e 
has proof that they a re wrong. H e h as cl o ne his b est 
to stifl e undue criti c ism o r eve n praise. If you must 
criti cize, he tells a lumni , criticize the coaches-they're 
paid to take it. 

As you might ex pec t, hig h tea m m ora le a nd in-

di vidual spmL have resulted from this a pproacl1. 
T he o u tst:111ding performan ce award, wo n by se nior 
g u:ml C lt ar li e R ;1sh t hi s spr ing. ,111d Lh e qni ct r e ru sa l 
o r a b ig fi g ure baseba ll bonus by senior ha lfba ck 
l L111 k K uhlrn :111n arc b uL Lwo cases which have to be 
a uribu Led in pan to Lhi s philoso ph y. Seniors, ;ind 
p ;1r1icul :1rl y senio rs who h;1ve pl a yed th eir varsity 
years und er three diffe rent coaches, mig ht be ex pen ed 
10 be :1 trill e cy ni c: tl . BuL no such altitude d eveloped, 
a nd it seems sare to ex pcn thi s 1.eam 10 reach great 
heig h ts o r achi evement re latil'e t.o abilit y, in sp ired n o t 
h y or;1tory a t ha ir-time, but by dee p res pect. It 's ob­
v ious 1ha t. D e1·i11 e is counting o n thi s spirit as a d e f­
init e f"ar lor. "Thi s Learn will lose o nl y to a lot b e tte r 
1c: 1111 " and " f c:in promi se yo u a scrapping team, 
o ne yo u' ll be proud o r" are th e o nl y pos iti ve prom­
isl's :1 c:1utio us Dev in e will 111 a ke l"or th e corning 
season . 

It w ill be a tou i1;l1 season , but. Missouri ca n cl o we ll 
if" th e st111 ad- sho n on ex peri ence- ca n avoid injuri es. 

Le t's look for a mo me n1 beyo nd this year. 'vVe ha ve 
a rn :1n :ind hi s st.all" who hal'e shown unusua l skil l in 
th r vital :irt o r rcrrni1ing. (Among tl1e fort.y fres h­
rn e 11 prospects arc All St.ate rs rro m Missouri , lllinois, 
l\li ss iss ippi , lvlichiga 11 , Minneso ta , Arka nsas and 
/\rirnna. This docs not indi c 1tc ;1 ch;inge in e mph:1sis, 
sa ys Dev ine; it 's o nl y sc lr-d eknse against recruiting in 
Misso uri by Kansas Unive rsit y, No tre Dam e, T cn­
nessc , Arkansas, Colorado, Illin ois, Housto n, Ok la­
homa , Arm y, Navy, a nd the ir Force Arad em y, 
a mong others.) \ ,Ve ha ve a man who brought Ari zo na 
Sta te from the d oldrums to national prominence in 
three short years. vVe have a man who, by hi s ow n 
d escription , is tough to move-a m a n with fi ve chil­
dren a nd a new home in Columbia. We have a m a n 
who ca n bring great football teams to Missouri for 
yea rs to come. J EAN MADDEN 

Six games at home 
A fter M issouri's hom e season opens at 3:00 p.111. Sept. 
20 agai nst the Vanderbilt Commodores in a naLion a lly 
tel evised ga me, Idaho is the visitor a t a regular 1 :30 
game the following Saturday, Sept. 27. The fi rst roa d 
ga me is a Saturday night (Oct. 4) affa ir at College 
Statio n Texas with T exas A&M; another Southwes t­
Confe rence oppo nent, Southern Methodist, plays in 
Columbia the following weekend , O ct. 11 . Then it 's 
o ut to Manhattan for the conference opener with 
K State on O ct. 18. Iowa State com es to Columbia 
Oct. 25, and the Tigers go to Lincoln for the N ebraska 
ga me Nov. 1. It's Colorado at home Nov. 8; Oklah om a 
a t Norman for the fin al road game Nov. 15; a nd 
Kansas for the traditional H omecom ing· clash Novem­
ber 22. 

The highlights of the attractive six-gam e h o me 
schedule are th e non-conference foes Va nderbilt and 
S.M.U. and conference opponents Colorado and K a n­
sas. Colorado and Kansas liave both been picked to 
finish b e tween the Tigers and th e perennial ch ampio n 
Ok la homa Sooners. 
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