
~Gray Ghosts of the Con£ ederacy' 
A HOOK RY RI C: H .\RD .'i. RR0\\1:--.:T.EE, REVIEWED BY I\L\RY PAXTON KEELEY 

To )Our rcv icll'n , \\'h o 11·;1, born in 1ml pc ncl cn rc . 
1\'li sso 11 r i, ju st L11·e nty-o nc ye:i r~ :1 1'1 n Lee rnrre nd c recl 
to Gra nt, 1his book cnm cs as a rc\'c la1i on 1ha t rit ,· th e 
pieces o[ ;111 o ld p11 11 le in th eir pl aces . \\' c m ed to 
won der wh y our neig hbors rn11ld t.ilk ,1bo u1 \'e ry 
litt le e lse exrc p1 " the \\1 ;1r,'' 11'11i ch, o r co urse, mea ns 
the gue rri ll a warl'are 0 11 th e bord er be tll'een IC1ns;1s 
a nd Missouri . In fan , we bec;i me ~n bo red \ l' i1h the 
ubj ecL th at we ig nored it whcne\'er poss ibl e a Im o. t: 

up t~ the reading or this book. \Vh en he ld in thra ll , 
we li sten cl most unsymp:11 he1i ca ll y ,1s o ld l'am il y 
fr ie nd s to ld with fa scinated horror o f the loot ing, 
a rson, and murder , ofte n the murder o r 1h e men in 
their famil y. T hey to ld of .fe nni son 's } a)1hnrv h ers a nd 
La ne'. R ed Legs, who wou ld swoop down on o u r 
tow n to loot and burn and ki ll , a nd ometim es ,·e n 
to ca rry off sca lps. 

On the oth er hand , Quantri ll was regard ed as a 
kind of ave ng ing a nge l, or Robin H ood , who robbed 
the Yankees a nd burned their bridges a nd tore cl ow n 
their railroads in order to succor the ga ll ant General 
Sterling Pri e. 

T here must hav been some people in l nd cpend 
e nce who w re horror-s truck by Q uamrill 's massacre 
at Lawrence, and in its burning, but that was ne, ·e r 
spoken of, no r was "Bloody B ill " Anderson's m assac re 

George C. Sco tt 

, II Ccntrali ,1 o l a trainload of un a rm ed U ni o n so ldi ers, 
bo und for a furl o ug h, e\' r spoke n o f ;i mong th e Son 
,ind Daugh te rs o r 1h e Con federacy . T hese were co11-
,·eni e ntl y forgotto 11. W hen J read thi s book, mu ch of 
the bl ood y, sc1v;1ge wa rfare in Misso uri wa news to 
me, as it will be 10 m a ny 1\1 isso uri a ns, who know the 
histor y of the res t o[ i-l1 e U nited Sta le be LLer th~ n 
they do th a t o f their own ta tc. 

For su h peo pl e, Brownl ee's b ook should be r e
quired read ing, a nd they w ill oncl it a n easy book to 
read , for it is wr itte n in a viv id a nd dramati sty le, so 
infreq uent ly n o un tered am ong the books of hi stor
ians. ln spite of be ing inte re ting, it is full y docu
m ented a nd re presents exha usti ve resea rch in docu
mem s, o ld papers, an d mem o irs. lt m ay prove to be 
a de riniti ve book unl e. s new mat ri a l comes to ligh t. 

The re is not spa ce in this rev ie w LO take up th e 
po licies of the no rthe rn and southe rn a rmie , though 
they are fu ll y cov red and help ri t th e puzz les in their 
places. 

T he re is a lways a n a rgum nt abo ut who sta rted 
t he wa r, but Brow nl ee beli eves tha t th e Misso uri an 
began it w he n th ey rode across the borde r in g reat 
numbe rs to vote ill ega ll y in o rd er to m ake K ansas a 
s lave slate; then .Jennison's J ay hawker , the b loodiest 
o [ a ll the guerrill as rode into Mis ouri i n re taliat ion . 

George C. Scott heads 
for stardom in big roles 

G eorge C. Scott ne \'e r p erform ed in a stage role until 
nine years ago whe n he appeared in a M issouri Work
shop pl ay . Tod ay he is hailed by cr iti as one of the 
fin est yo ung acto rs in t h e Am ri ca n thea ter as h e con
tinu es to score triumphs on Broadwa y, in te l ,·i ion . 
a nd in the mov ies . 

A rece nt appearance was in a vi ll a inous ro le in 
"Comes the D ay, " starring Judith A nd erson. It was 
a sho rt-li ved pla y, a l th o ugh criti a l re ,·iews pra i eel 
the quality of ac ting, a nd as Frank Aston wrote in 
the World-Telegram: " George C. ott committed 
highwa y robbery so far as h onors wer con ce rned ." 
Wa lter Kerr of the H erald Tribune sa id : " Mr. Scott's 
work is fas cina ting. T he pl ay, unh appil y, is never 
quite a ble to ca tch up to it. " 

Brooks A tkinson of the T imes v iewed Scott 's act
ing in the role oppos ite M is Anderson as a "bril-
1 iantl y ca I cu lated performance" worth y of a noth er 
of the awards he has rece ived in New York. Richard 
\Na lls of the Post wrote : "T he charac Le ri za tio n of a 
man who litera ll y goes m ad beCor your eyes is man
aged with such m o nstrous power and shocking cred
ibiliLy tha t the sa dist b ecom es not ju t a Yill ain of 
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i\l isso uri c;1n a t leas t be crn1 grat ul a ted tha t it~ Un i
, ·ersit y clicl no t ro 111111 emo ra t Q ua11trill's men by 
nam ing its [00 11Ja ll te.i m for 1h e111 . 

To p ro lert the borde r aga inst La ne's a nd .f enni son's 
b lood y rorays, Q 11 a mrill enli sted youn~ fi ghters, w ho 
rode th e sw i r1 es t horses th e M i-ssouri bord er co u Id 
p rov ide a nd carri ed th e cl ea dli cs L wea po ns. A ll thi s 
\ iolc nce, of co urse, snow ba I led , unti I e \·en Gener.i I 
P rice must ha \· had nightm a res a bo lll i1 , a lth o ugh 

he pra ised nd erson as we ll as Q u an trill . 
A nothe r thing tha t thi s boo!< ta kes up, was the com

ple tc suspensio n o f a ll civil a uth ority from the t ime 
o ( Freemo nt 's first procl am a ti on umil the end of the 
war, du ring whi ch Lim e p rovos t m arsha ls, ma n y of 

th em vena l, too k th e pl ace o f coun a nd peace of
fi ce rs. T hanks to Q uantrill, th e m ail se rvice was di s

o rga nized as we ll as rail roa d service. 
T he book answer a no th er q uestio n : vVh y were 

no t th es g uerrill as regular ly enli sted in the Con fed

e ra te rm y? Brow nlee shows th e man y o ppo rtuniti es 
o !Te red Qu a ntrill and Anderson to become offi ce r 
under Gener ,1 1 Price, and these were a lways declin ed, 
beca u e these b ush whac ke rs did no t recogni ze any 
a u tho rity except that o f the ir leader , w ho did not 
wa nt anyo ne g iving th m ord ers. 

T he m os t inte res ting pa rt or the book i · the 

(co ntinur'd on nex t jJage) 

melodrama b ut a terrifying re,1 1 hum a n be ing." .-\nd 
.John McCl a in o r the .J o urna l-A111 erica n sa id Lh e pl ay 
gave Scott "a n opportunity to revea l one o r Lh e g rea t 
b rav ura, fl am boya nt perform a nces in recent memor). 
l\ fr. Srn lt is the mos t wo nd erfull y insidi o us and act ive 
heavy we've had a ro und he re in man y a 111 00 11 ." 

T he cl ay a fter the pl ay c losed , Sco lt appea red as 
R obes pi erre with Pete r Us tin ov in "The Empt y 
C ha ir" on O mnibus. He bas made numerous o th er 
televi sion a ppeara nces. 

Scott wo n Lh e a u emio n of New York criti cs w ith 
hi s wo rk in th e o!T-B road way pl ay, "C hildren o r Da rk 
ness," fo r whi ch he rece ived th e C la rence Derwent 

Awa rd , a nd fo r his ro les as Ri chard 11 I a nd as J acqu s 
in "As You Like Lt. " H e rece ived d ra m a awa rds fo r 

his per fo rmances in the New Yo rk Sha kespea rean Fes
ti va l, and i be ing sought fo r the ro l of Jago rn 
"O the llo," to be presented next summ r. 

When G eorge Scolt played a leading- part 111 

"The Winslow Roy" at the U ni versity o [ M issouri 

in M arch o f 1949, it was hi s fi rs t act ing ex pe ri ence. 
H e appea red o ppo ite Pa t McC iarney, New York 
actress. H e had come to Mi sso uri from Detro it to 
tud y journ a li sm a nd was enroll ed a t t he U ni ve rsi ty 

from 1949 to 1952 . H e beca me " di senchanted " w ith 
the idea o f being a newspa perm an, a nd turned to 
act ing. While here, he wo n the M ahan Story Prize in 

Richard S. Brownlee 
Battugll a 

' ~l:i ' , and was a m emb r of the Pur ple Mask , hon
orary dramati c society . 

H . Do nova n Rh yn burger, pro[ ssor and ch a inrn1n 

of the Unive rsity's depa rtmen t o r speec h a nd d ra
ma1.i an , reGt ll s th a t Scolt is one of onl y two swdent 
acto rs LO appea r in bo th produ c1i ons of the Sta rli ght 

Thea ter in o ne season. T he Sta rl igh t T hea ter is the 
summer wo rks hop nl the Uni ve rsi ty clra mat i d -
panmcnt. H e had Lhc ju ve nil e lead in "Th Show
off " and th e cha rr1c1er lead in "La burmun Grove," a 

real test or hi s versatility. O ther Uni ve rs ity p lays in 
which Scott appea red inc.luclecl "The Tra itor," ' 'Two 
Blind Mice," and "Shadow and Substan e." From 

195 1 to 1953 h wa a memb r of th res ident p r f s
sio na l compa n y a t tephen P lay hou e. 

Sco tt h as compl eted his first movie role, and i t 
is a prominent one which is ce rta in to fur ther hi 

ve rsa til e ca reer. H e por tray a re ligious fana ti c in 
"The H a nging T re ," sta rring Ga ry Cooper. 

Bu t hi s ca reer was no t a lways o bright. For se\'
era l yea rs be toiled in compara tive obscuri ty, pl ay
ing LOck in Toledo, De troi t, vVa hington , D. C. and 
Ca nada. T h Te was a lso a period of six mon ths in 
which he pound ed on tucl io gates and agents' doors 
in H oll ywood, with no takers. After his first mov ie 
i re leased , it will come as no surprise if cott 's sen ·
ices are as mu ch in dema nd fo r films as they a r e now 
fo r stage and TV. 
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es Lima t o f Lh ese lead rs; how they co u Id inspire th e 
kind of loya lty that such lea d ers ;i lways inspire . 

Brownlee w rit es: " Popular inte res t in the wes tern 
g uerrilla organ iza tions is d11 e LO se l'er;tl factors. ln 
th e first place, th eir wild cava lry 1ar1 ics were o f such 
fabul o usly d a. hing, cru e l, ;111cl m ys teri o us nature th a t· 
th ey gave ri se in .la te r ye,irs LO a great bod y o f lo lk
lore and legend. Secondl y. their d eeds were o f suc h 
r elentl ess and ca lcul ;i 1ed l' iolcnce it ,,·as 11 o t pos, ibl e 
for their contemporari es to writ e o f them with o ut in 
dul g- ing in w ildl y controve rsia l rn 11cle 1n11;11i o 11 o r 
praise. T o pe rsons o f South ern sentime nt , who lacked 
weste rn ido ls, they pcrso11ifi ccl th e militant Confed 
eracy a nd we re ,ill Robin Hood heroes . T o o th e r me n , 
w hose sympa thi es la y w ith th e ;\onh, _th e g 11 enirl a~ 
were o n.l y unprin cipled ll1i c1·cs , " bush warke rs,·• :rnd 
pa th o log ica l cr imina ls. Finall y, bt.:c;1 usc o f the 11niq11c 
qualiti es required for le.idership, m ,1n y o f th e gue r 
rill a offi cers we re strange and fa sc inating character , 
a nd certa in o f the men, boys such as Frank a nd J es. e 
J ;i mes a nd Colema n and James Younger, went o n in 
bord er hi story 10 becom e legendary fi gures." 

Of Quantrill he writ es: "Q uantrill was one o f the 
most rom anti c a nd controversial fi g ures in th e Civil 
V\Tar o f the \Ves t. ... All types were clr;iwn toge th r 
under the ba le ful command o f \>Villi am Quantrill , a 
terribl y d angerous lead er, as h e wa himse lf a m or;il , 
vicio us, and ambitious ... A singu lar man, a trul y 
;i ble cavalry lead er, yet with such maj o r defects o ( 
cha racter ;i to render him contiriuou ly defea ted in 
what might have bee n a disting ui shed military 
ca reer. " And o f " Blood y Bill" Anderson : " Quick! , 
earning the n ame o f 'Bl oody Bill,' he became i,m ,n e 
because o f th e injury to hi s sisters, ,me! hi s a ttitud e 
tow;ircl a ll me n who supported or se rved the U nio n 
b ecam e th;it of a homicidal m a ni ac . ... (o n the w;i y 
to Lawre nce) In Bill Anderson 's m ad , gl ea ming eyes, 
there co ul I be see n the d esire [or revenge .. . (a ft e r 
h e was shot) The bod y o f the handsome guerri Ila was 
put in a wagon ancl put on publi c d isplay in th e 
court hou se at Richmo ncl .... The bridle of hi · 
m ount was bra ided with a human sca lp. " 

Of th eir foes he writes: "Jim Lane, th e Grim C hief
tain o ( Kc1n sas, as he was ca ll ed , ca n even in kindness, 
be clescribecl as eminentl y unscrupul ous . . .. Lan e, 
Montgomery, and .J enni son, a fantasti c set o f 7ealo ts 
and scoundre ls . .. . These were th e men who would 
srnn the g uerr ill a w;ir o n the western bord er.' ' 

After sp;irin g no g uerrill a o utfit, northe rn or 
so uthern , Brownl ee ends hi s book: " In a (ew years 
onl y a few men remained of those who had foll owed 
Quantrill , And erson, a nd Todd. To the end , they 
kept a ce rta in notorie ty, fo r they had been brave, 
bold , ;i nd vi iously d a ngerous. T hey had been n a tura l 
fighters, a nd they had ac tua ll y served the Confederate 
States of America b ette r than they knew." 

As I lay clown Gray Ghosts of th e Confedera cy, T 
thought o[ m y yo ung impatie nce with a ll that war 
ta lk, but now I wonder why th ose who suffe red so 
grea tl y for those four cruel years in border warfare 
h ad ever been a bl e to talk about a n ything else. 

Homecoming 1958 
Ano th er H o mecoming has go ne into the m emory 
boo k, a nd the las t o ne, o n No,·cmber 22, surpass -d 
pre ,·ious cele bration s in man y w;iys . For one thing, 
th e registra t ion o f returning alumni was high er 
than in p,ist yc,1rs. F o r anoth er , the wc;ithe r was 
idea I. T he ho use decortl tiom a nd th e parad e p ro-
1·id ecl ;1 co lor[u I and irn ag i na ti ve backdrop [or th e 
ll'ee kc ncl of fes tiviti es pa ni ci pated in by studcn ts 
;incl th ose who used to be. Open ho use in th e var
iou s d ean 's of-Fices a nd ·1L o rg;1ni1ccl l1 ouscs, a nd the 
traditi o n a I brea kfas ts a ncl o th e r re u 11 io ns o [ o ld 
grad s, a II had good a Ltcnd ;i nee a nd e nthusiasm . 

.-\nd there was ii foo tball game that was m oving 
a lo ng the way it sh o uld LO d elig ht Missouri p ar
ti sa ns, until the final minute o f pla y. Then the 
scri1 L of th ese T ige r-J ay hawker e ncounters was 
sudde nl y remembered , so that the usua l sta rtling 
ending was served up; wha t had seemed a ce rta in 
Mi souri victory se ttl ed inLO a ti e gam e. The end
ing too k on the ;i tmosphere of del"ea 1. for m a n y a 
T ig r [o ll ower a nd appare ntl y it was welcomed b y 
the Ka nsa ns as som e thing cl ose to a triumph. 

As the alumni m ad e th e rounds ab o ut town ;i ncl 
ca mpus during the mild weeke nd , many expressed 
surpri se a t the changing appeara nce f the Uni
l'ersity community, a ch;i nge brought on by the 
di sappea rance o[ som e o ld l;indmarks ;i nd the ir 
replacem e nt by new structures . The ex tent of con
stru ction now under w;iy was also a reve latio n . 

, Nith a welcome to Co;ich D ;i n Devin e as th e 
th em e o f H omecoming decorations, amp le pla y on 
hi s name was ev ide nt. As a n example, the winning 
fl oat in the m en 's divisio n , e ntered b y the Vet
erin a ry M edi cine students, was a n a rk lab eled " De
vine Guidance." Chi Omega had the winning fl oat 
in the women's divi sio n. Lambda C hi A lph;i 's 
steam roller scene (on opposit page) won first 
among the m en' s division in house d ecorations, ;md 
Delta D e lrn De lta won in the wome n's group. 

Re ing e lec ted Hom oming Quee n broug ht a 
bonus ho no r to Caro l M;ir ie £;iris, res id e nt of 
Gentry I-fall and a sophom o re in Edu cat io n from 
Tron to n , Mo. She was to re present th e U ni ve rsity 
at the Suga r Bowl, ce lebrn ting its 2i, th ye;i r. All 
·ch ools t:hilt ha ve o nce pla yed in the bowl were in 
vited to send a qu een Lo N ew Orleans to jo in in 
annivers;iry ;ic tiviti es reaching a climax _] ;i nu ary 1. 

M iss Earls during Hom ecoming \ Nec k m ad e the 
traditional trips in th sta le with her il tLe ncl ants, 
Barbara M a ll or y a nd Ph ylli s A;iro n , both o f Kan
s;is City. T he g irls were lun cheon g ues ts o f the St. 
Louis A lumni Associa ti o n , m t with Governor 
Bl a ir in J eff er . o n C ity, and were g ue ts of Kansas 
City R o tari a ns at lun cheon , m aking their final ap
pea ra nce ;it the Ka nsas City Alumni pe p rall y ;ind 
banque t. ln each city they appea red o n television 
progra ms. 
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