
Chance ol Centralia 

F. Gallo C han ce, '29, pres id e nt and chain11a11 o( the 

board o f th e A. B. Chan ce Co. o( Centra lia, Mo., is 

convill ced that a wdl -ro u nd ed libera l ed u at io n is 

just as importa n t to th · e ng in ee r as the necessa ry 

tech ni ca l tra ining. No ma tte r w hat line o f e ng in eer

ing a man 111a y l'o ll ow, he st ill mu st work with p eo pl e, 

a nd thi s m ean s not 0 11l y the custome r, b 11t fe ll ow 

workers a nd 0 Li1 e r m e111 be rs o [ so i ty. 

T hi s fee ling firs t G1111 e to C h;1n ce as an eng in ee ring 

s tud nt at th e U ni ve rsity. H e reca ll ed t ha t wh en he 

wou ld 111 eet the o ld g rads re1.11rning o n St. Pat's 

da y a nd o th er occasions, h e Co u11d 111 any ( the m ex

tre111ely qua lifi ed in their fi e ld , but la cking in genera l 

know ledge. 
"Fortunately,'' C han ce said, " the U nivers ity toda y 

ha a well -ro und d program for the eng inee r ing s tu 

dent, but with the present e111pha is o n sc ie n ce a nd 

engin e ri ng we sho uld take pec ia l preca utio n not lo 

slip hack to th e o ld way." 
F. Gano Chance h as used hi s e ng ineering training 

at the U niversi ty a lo ng w ith edu ca ti o n in the hum a n

iti e to b uil d wh a t is on e o [ the la rgest indu stri es in 

the s tale a nd o n o [ the leade rs in its fi e ld in th e 

Un ited State. 
In o rder to I rovide himse lf with a good founda t io n, 

C han ce not o nl y swcli ed LOward g raduation in 1929 

w ith a B.S. in chem ica l e ng inee ring, minor in math 

ematics, buL also we nt in to his tory, po li ti ca l sc ience 
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a nd econo mi cs 1.0 th e po int. th a t he rece ived a n .E
th e sa me year. 

To add lunher Lo thi s libera l edu at ion , C hane 

too k o ne year o ut a nd we nt with a g roup o[ stude nts 

and professors o n a wo rld crui se. R egu l;1r c l;1sses we re 

he ld on board sh ip, " but th ey we re th e hum a niti es 

and not e ng ill ee ring, " he said. Jn a ll o f hi s trave ling, 

C han ce has vis ited more th a n 10 fo re ig n co un tries 

and most of Lh e U nited Sla tes. 
Toda y he rn nLillu es Lo be a student of the hu man 

it !es. H e rc;i ds ;iv idl y in po li ti c tl sc ie nce, histo ry and 

ero 11 0 111ics a nd is in cons tant de n1and as a s p ,a ker 

beca use of hi s g rea t be li e r in [ree en terprise a nd hi s 

o ut sp o ken stand aga inst socia li sm and c 111munisn1. 

A fte r gra duatio n he re LUrn ecl LO his na ti ve e n-

tra li a to Lake a n act iv part in hi s father's co mpa n y. 

A. B. C hane h ad started th co rn pan in 1907 to 

mak equ ipment [o r telephon e companies. H had 

bee n a te lepho ne work r a nd insrn ll ed man y of the 

ear ly sw it h boards a nd lines in mid-M issouri, inc lud

ing the first tclephon line be twee n Cen tralia and 

Co lum bia in 1900. 
Jn 191 2, he dev ised th "Never-C reep" 111 La l plate 

an hor for ;i n hor ing utility poles, a n inve ntion whi h 

is genera ll y regarded a th e foundation of the rn n1 -

pan y's su ccess. 1L led Lo C hance Com pan y's g rowLh 

into the world's largest produ cer o f earth a nchors. 

T11 193 1 F . Gano Chance was named v ice-president 

F. Gano Chan ce, '29, presiden t (seco nd fro11'1 !f'ft) 

wi th t/1 ree oth er M. U. alu mni on A . B. Clta.11ce Corupart)I stn,ff: 

W . L. Ho llander, '29, and Jorn. es I{_ Ha rfJer, '38, senior design engineers; 

and Pnry R oberts, '-1 8, in etliods e11gi11 eer in industria l 

engineering dejJar t111 ent. IVor/una11 at left adjusts one part of lt uge three-power switch . 
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o[ the fi rm and in 1939 he became presiden l. H is 
fat her had builL the busines. from a strugg ling fi rm 
in an old chu rch buildi ng to an industry do ing 
$ 1, 2,17 ,000 in gross sales in 1939 and using several 
buildings. 

Cano then too k over fro m his f;ith er, a lthough the 
fo under remain d as cha irma n of the board unti l his 
dea th in 19,19, a nd guided the compa ny until today 
its gross an nual sales a rc more th an .$ 20,000,000 . T he 
pl a nt in Centr::i lia h c1 s bee 11 enl a rged and o ther A.H. 
Chance factor ies ;i nd o ffices have been added in San 
Francisco and P ittsburgh with sa les offi ces in New 
York, Chicago, Atlanta, Da ll as, l'ittsb11 rg h and San 
Fra,icisco. 

l n addition, there is the A. B. Chance Compa n y o( 
Ca nad a, L td ., in Toronto, a subsidi a ry. O ther ub
sidi a ri s a re Poree.la in Products, In ., with factories 
in Pa rkersburg, 'West Va., and Ca rey, O hio; and the 
American Crossa rm a nd Conduit Company with fac
tories in North Ka nsas C ity, Schill er Pa rk, ]II. , M i11 -
nea po lis, Da nvill e, Pa., ;i ncl Ga inesv ille, F la. T here 
a re abo ut 1,200 employees. 

Desp ite the la rge ci ty fac tori es, Chan ce ha s re
ma ined in Centralia and keeps the ma in o ffi ce there. 
H e is ra ther shocked when ask cl why. It 's just as if 
he h ad never tho ught seriously of leav ing th e h ome 
tow n- and he p robably has n't. 

T he company still makes the Never-Creep Anchor, 
very simil a r to the one des igned by A. B. Chance 45 
years ago. But added to this are other anchors, each 
fo r a pa rticula r purpose; pole line h ardware; con
stru ctio n tools fo r te lepho ne and power Jin s; hot 
line tools; clamps and connecto rs; grounding eq uip
ment; protective dev ices; and switches, ranging fro m 
those of low voltage up to 230,000 vol ts. 

But, in keeping with C hance's per. onal stand ards, 
the compa ny contributes to the Chance }ounda tion, 
a charitable trust established under the w i 11 of the 
la te A. B. Chance. R ecen tly when construction cos ts 
of a new high school in Cen tralia were running higher 
than anticipated and some des irable fea tures were 
going to b e elimina ted, the fo unda tion gave $2 0 ,0 00 

to the ca use. An other $20,000 had been given earlier 
to the grade school. 

T he fou ndatio n also spearheaded a drive and gave 
$6,0 0 0 toward the installa tion of a network analyzer 
at the U ni vers i ty elec tri cal engineering laboratories. 
T his piece of equipm ent is now in use. 

In M arch of 1953 Chance was presented the Uni
versity's Missou r i H onor Awa rd for Distinguished 
Service in Engineering. Although the award covered 
his ma n y contributions to the fi e ld, Chance was espe
cially ci ted for the development of a complete x-ray 
labora tory for th e inspec tion of metal cas tings. 

H e is a di rec tor of th e National Associa tion of 
Ma nufacturers; p as t president and board m ember of 
the Associa ted Industries o f Missouri ; past president 
and director of the Sta te Chamber of Commerce; di
rector o f the Missou ri Public Ex penditures Survey; a 
fo rmer Centralia alderman; and former member of 
the execu tive committee o f the National Council for 

Co mm un ity Jn1provemen t. H e has a lso been a m em
ber of th Centra li a and Boone Co unty Boards of 
Ed uca tion. 

Most salesmen work ing for the Ch ance com pany 
are grad uate elec tr ica l e ng in -er , a ltho ugh engin eers 
in o ther fi lei s are u sed both in sales and in the var ious 
factor ies . M a ny o f them are U niver i ty grad ua tes. 
O ne U n iversity stu dent, Bill B us, divides hi s time 
be twee n the class room a nd Cent ra lia. 

C hance 's so n, PhilJip, is re turning to th e U niversity 
tile second semes ter with p lans o( gradu ati ng in J u ne. 
H e ha been work ing in th e Cen tra li a factor y as an 
elec trica l engin eer. A noth r son , J ack, co mple ted two 
yea rs a t the U ni versity beCore go ing in to the Navy. 
H e is n ow sta t io ned a t Grea t Lakes, Ill. , b u t p lans 
to return to school when his service time ends. 

Paul A . Gorman 

Gorman takes new position 
Pa ul A. Gorm an, '29, h as b een elected vice-p residen t
opera tion of the N cw J er ey Bell Telepho ne Com
pan y. H e h as been vice-preside nt in ch arge of m a nu
facturing for the W este rn Elec tr ic Co mpany. 

G orman was bo rn in Carroll ton , M o. After his 
graduation from the U n iversity he j o ined W es tern 
Electric a t its H awthorn e Works in Chicago as a 
clerk in accounting . H e h eld vario us posts at the 
Chicago p lant before going to the Tonawa nd a pl ant 
in Buffalo in 1946 as ass ista nt su perintendent of 
accoun ting and industria l rela tions. T h e following 
year he was na med superin tenden t. 

In 1948 Gorman was n amed ass istan t eng ineer of 
ma nu fac tu re a t WE headquarters in New York and 
three years la ter went to Chicago as central distribu
tion man ager. In 1 952 h e returned to h eadquarters 
in New York as personnel direc tor, and the fo llowing 
year was n am ed assistant vice-preside nt in personnel 
rela tions with the p arent Am erican Telephon e & 
T elegraph C ompan y. H e returned to W E in 1954 as 
vice-president, defense p rojects, and the following 
year was named a director of the compan y. In M ay, 
1956, he wa n amed finan cial vice-p r esident and in 
September, v ice-president-manu fac tu r ing. 

Gorman is a director of the T ele type Corp. of 
Chicago, the M a nufac turers' Junctio n R ailway of 
Chicago, Bell T elephone L abor a tories, N assau Smelt
ing &, R efining Compan y, and the Sandia Corpora
tion , Albuquerque. 
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