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The music ofOrlando di Lasso (1532-
1594), along with that of Victoria and 
Palestrina, represents the final perfection of 
the F;anco-Flemish style. In the motet, "In 
hora ultima," published in 1604 by di Lasso's 
sons in a collection called Magnum opus 
musicum, the composer creates a less than 
solemn vision of the end of the world. As in 
so many of his motets, he employs the 
descriptive resources of the madrigal, especial
ly in the passages that imitate the sounds of 
musical instruments and laughter. It is not so 
much the disappearance of earth's pleasures 
that is depicted, but rather their very enjoy
able presence. 

At the final hour all will pass away: trumpet, 
flute and harp; jokes, laughter, dancing, 
singing and harmony. 

R flectio11S ftom a Country Parson was pre
miered by the University Singers in 
November 1992 as part of the MU commem
oration of the 500th anniversary of 
Columbus' voyages to the New World. Its 
composer, John Cheetham, professor of music 
theory and composition at MU, has written 
works for band, orchestra and numerous 

chamber combinations, which have been 
widely performed in the United States and 
abroad. He has received numerous commis
sions, including those from the Kentucky 
Derby Museum, Texas Tech University, the 
New Mexico Brass Quintet and the Summit 
Brass, and was awarded the 1992 Abraham 
Frost Prize in·Gomposition. 

George Herbert (1593-1633) was a poet of 
the English "Metaphysical" school. The son 
of a wealthy father who died when he was 3, 
Herbert received several degrees from Trinity 
College at Cambridge and served a short term 
in Parliament. He was finally ordained to the 
Anglican priesthood in 1630 and served as 
rector of rwo small rural churches until his 
death in March 1633. His writings, pub
lished posthumously, are contained in The 
Temple, a book of poems from which 
"Matins" and "Antiphon" are taken, and The 
Country Parson, a prose work describing the 
daily life of a rural cleric. Herbert's poems 
record his deeply personal struggle with God. 
In his own words, they reveal "a picture of the 
many spiritual conflicts that have past berwixt 
God and my soul." This inner turmoil is 
always placed within the context of the life 
and prayer and traditions of the church. For 



example, in spite of the very personal nature 
of the text of"Matins," its title places it 
firmly within the daily ritual of the Anglican 
Church. "Antiphon" displays the same 
dualiry. 

Matins 
I cannot ope mine eyes, 
But thou art ready there to catch 
My morning soul and sacrifice: 
Then we must needs for that day make a 
match. 

My God, what is a heart? 
Silver, or gold, or precious stone, 
Or star, or rainbow, or a part 
Of all these things, or all of them in one? 

My God, what is a heart, 
That thou shouldst it so eye, and woo, 
Pouring upon it all thy art, 
As if that thou hadst nothing else to do? 

Indeed man's whole estate 
Amounts (and richly) to serve thee; 
He did not heav'n and earth create, 
Yet studies them, not him by whom they be. 

Teach me thy love to know; 
That this new light, which I now see, 
May both the work and workman show: 
Then by a su nbeam I will climb to thee. 

Antiphon 
Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing, 
My God and King. 

The heav'ns are not too high, 
His praise may thither fly: 
The earth is not too low, 
His praises there may grow. 

Let all the world ... 

The church with psalms must shout, 
No door can keep them out: 
But above all, the heart 
Must bear the longest part. 

Let all the world ... 

Knsas Ciry composer Jean Belmont 
(b. 1939) has been awarded numerous grants 
and prizes, including three Meet the 
Composer grants, an American Choral Works 
Performance grant from Chorus America and 
an NEA-subsidized commission. In 1989 and 
1993 she was a winner of the prestigious 
Barlow International Competition. Her 
choral works have been performed throughout 
the United States and Canada by professional 
ensembles such as the Elmer lseler Singers, 
Chanticleer and the Santa Fe Desert Chorale. 
"One or Two" is the third in a cycle of four 
songs composed in 1990 for Chanticleer and 

titled Songs of Memory. The text, by W.T. 
Wrighton, is taken from the Franklin Square 
Song Collection, an early 20th-century set of 
nostalgic hearth-side ballads. Although it was 
written nearly 100 years ago, its message 
remains quite modern: the dilemmas and dif
ficulties of fideliry in a relationship. 

If you to me be cold, 
Or I be false to you, 
The world will still go on, 
Just as it used to do, 
The clouds flirt with the moon, 
The sun still kiss the sea; 
But the sun will shine less bright, 
And the clouds seem not so fair. 
So 'tis wiser to be kind, 
And better to be true, 
And let old love go on 
Just as it used to do. 

If all the page be read, 
The book be finished through, 
Still will the world read on, 
Just as it used to do. 
For others dear will con 
The pages we have passed, 
Which open not to one, 
But two read to the last. 
So 'tis wiser to be kind, 
And better to be true, 
And let old love go on 
Just as ~t used to do. 

Edwin Penhorwood' s arrangement of the 
Irish tune The Kerry Dance was originally 
composed as a solo song. He later re-arranged 
it for choir and piano and dedicated it to the 
Universiry Singers who performed it in 
November 1991 and again at the 1992 con
vention of the Missouri Music Educators 
Association. Penhorwood was director of the 
opera workshop at MU from 1988 to 1993 
and is currently on the music faculry at 
Indiana U niversiry. 

Jean Belmont's The Farewell Overture was 
premiered by the Kansas Ciry Chorale in May 
1994. Its text, compiled by the composer, 
requires no exegesis. 
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