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RARE RES DC95.A2N6 1383 

Bernard de la Iurade, Notarial Register  

France  s. XIV4/4 

 

 

CONTENT   

Volume II, ff.1-101, of two Volumes. Contains registers of legal acts of various nature: 

wills, marriage contracts, sales, etc, by the notary Bernard de la Iurade (or Turade), c. 

1383.  

 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

  

Paper. Multiple scribes. 6 quires I16; II20; III24; IV15; V16; VI10. Last quire is missing 

leaves, indicated by the torn edges found after f. 101. Bound. Dimensions of folio 22.5 

cm X 14.9 cm. Text dimensions 19.1 cm X 13 cm. Text varies in length. Cursive script in 

several different hands. Brown ink. Red underline on f. 77r. Some interlinear and 

marginal gloss. First 36 folia have been damaged by mice in the upper left margin. Water 

damage along the edges of paper in various places throughout. Text crossed out in a few 

places (ff. 14r, 14v, 35v; 36v; 82v). A scrap of paper inserted after f.101, included in the 

quire, is what may be the notarial mark of Bernard de la Turande. Notaries in southern 

and eastern France as well as Spain and Italy preferred to identify the documents that 

they made with little graphic signs. While areas in northern and western France and the 

British Isles used seals.1  

 

The text is written in rapid cursive hands- taken down as notes, depositions, or minutes, 

or to make first drafts. Each document bears the note “Instrumentum factum est” or 

“grossatum est factum.”2 This means that the document has been copied. Most likely this 

means that a copy has been made and distributed elsewhere, for instance a will may be 

copied roughly and given to the testator or beneficiary.3  

 

NOTES  

There appear to be Roman numerals in the upper margins on the rectos of the first folia:  

f. 2: y 

f. 3r viy 

4r=ny 

5r-C6 

6r=G 

7r=GY  

 

 
1 Brigitte Bedos-Rezak, “Women, Seals, and Power in Medieval France, 1150-1350,” in Women and Power in the 

Middle Ages, edited by Mary Carpenter Erler and Maryanne Kowaleski (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 

1988), 64-65. 
2 María Milagros Cárcel Ortí (ed.), Vocabulaire International de la Diplomatique (2a ed.) (València: Unversitat de 

València, 1997), 41. 
3 From Special Collections Provenance Archive, not yet processed.  
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Though the foliation is not clear, GY was a way to notate 65.4 Therefore, the numerals 

may indicate missing folia.  

 

 

 

BINDING  

Reused parchment. Two leaves facing each other, text can be seen where parchment is 

becoming unstuck. The cover is not adhered to the bookblock, in line with medieval 

practice in bookbinding, and aligning with a fourteenth century date.5 The quires are 

attached to the cover by means of tacketing, where parchment strips from the center fold 

of the quire is passed through two holes in the cover and knotted together. Tacketing does 

not help narrow the date, but it was practiced in the fourteenth century.6 Cover damaged 

by mice, portion of upper left missing. Front cover has a fragment of a parchment tie still 

looped through the upper right corner of the cover. Two holes in the lower left indicate 

the presence of another tie. In the center is a leather boss used to steady the ties. A faded 

letter appears below the boss, possibly an Є. Below this is the date 1393 Bernard de la 

Turade, libre secunde…? Back cover contains fragments of a parchment tie still looped 

through the upper left corner and lower left corner of the cover. Written upside down on 

the bottom are the words Є NoM Bernard Iurade nore.” shorthand for notary. Leather tab 

sewn inside the top of the back cover reads “1393 Bernard de la Turade no.re Є no. m.” 

The two volumes of Bernard were published in 1383 and 1393; the later date recorded on 

the tab here and on the front cover would suggest this volume is the second, as with the 

phrase “libre secunde” on the front cover. It is possible that the tab and the title on the 

cover were added incorrectly at a later date. Quires sewn to the cover, threads pierce the 

exterior and continue to the interior on two places on the spine.  

 

PROVENANCE  

Gold sticker inside front cover of William Franklin Fratcher. Fratcher was a Professor of 

Law at the University of Missouri Law School from 1947-1992. Gifted to the University 

in 1983.7 

DETAILED RECORD  

ff.37. Incipit Tlu p(ro)p(te)r no(st)re ama(ri)y Flumen…  

 

 
4 Medievalist.net, “Why Learning Numbers was so Hard in Medieval Europe,” January 13, 2016, 

http://www.medievalists.net/2016/01/why-learning-numbers-was-so-hard-in-medieval-europe/.  
5 Jane Greenfield, ABC of Bookbinding: An Illustrated Glossary of Terms for Collectors and Conservators 

(Newcastle DE: Oak Knoll Press and Plough Press, 2002), 93 
6 J.A. Szirmai, The Archaeology of Medieval Bookbinding (Aldershot: Ashgate, 1999), 287-290 
7 “William Franklin Fratcher,” Missouri Law Review, 48, 2 (1983): 313-318; University Archives, University of 

Missouri, https://muarchives.missouri.edu/c-rg12-s8.html  

http://www.medievalists.net/2016/01/why-learning-numbers-was-so-hard-in-medieval-europe/
https://muarchives.missouri.edu/c-rg12-s8.html
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