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FAMILY LIVING OUTLOOK---/967 

FOOD 

Food expenditures in 1966 are totaling near $92 billion, up 7 percent from 1965. 
This is the largest annual increase since 1951. 

Per capita food supplies are expected to increase slightly in 1967. However, a 
generally strong economy and strong demands for export and military food use are ex
pected to increase food prices again in 1967. 

Retail food prices are averaging 4½ to 5 percent above 
1965, primarily the result of strong demand. However, 
per capita food consumption increased nearly one per-
cent. Population increased slightly more than one per
cent. 

With disposable income up near 8 percent the per
centage of income spent for food is about equal to that in 
1965, 18. 2 percent. In 11 of the past 15 years, the 
percentage of income spent for food has declined. In
come gains will likely over-shadow food expenditure 
gains in 1967. 

Production of most food and feed grains, vegetables, deciduous fruits and milk in 
1966 is less than the total amount being used, reducing stocks of food commodities below 
a year earlier. 

Increased production of crop products, pork, poultry, eggs, fruit and vegetables 
is expected in 1967. Producers are expected to increase breeding herds through 1967, 
resulting in decreased supplies of beef. Generally strong demands for food is the fore
cast due to increases in food exports, expanding military food use and increased civilian 
demands. 

Retail food prices are expected to average higher in 1967 than 1966 although per 
capita supplies are expected to be larger. 

Prices are not expected to increase as much as in 1966 but the increase likely will 
be more than in most recent years. Reduced beef supplies likely will mean higher beef 
prices, particularly after midyear. Dairy product prices are expected to remain strong 
and for the year average above 1966. Cereal and bakery product prices probably will 
move gradually upward, as they have in most postwar years, but the increase likely will 
not be as sharp as during the past year. Prices also may creep upward for fats and oils 
and many processed fruits and vegetables. Sweetpotato prices this winter and next spring 
probably will be much above a year earlier but potato prices probably will average only 
slightly above a year earlier. Increased supplies of pork, poultry and eggs in 1967 are 
expected to mean lower prices for these items. The large increase in citrus fruit ex
pected this winter also is expected to result in lower prices through much of 1967. 
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Per capita civilian food consumption in 1966 is averaging 
close to one percent above 1965. On a per capita basis, con
sumers are eating more poultry meat, vegetable oils, cereal 
products, potatoes and sweet potatoes. They're eating less pork, 
milk, non-citrus fruits, vegetables, melons and animal fats. 

A small increase in per capita civilian consumption of crop products is expected 
in 1967. 

CLOTHING AND TEXTILES 
Large supplies of apparel will be available in the year ahead. The fiber mix will 

probably include more noncellulosic fibers, and more leather substitutes will be used for 
shoes. 

High consumer and military demand as well as increasing costs of operation may 
indicate increased prices for apparel next year. Shoe prices are expected to advance 
next spring, although probably not as much as last spring and not equally for all items. 
Prices of some suits for men are expected to increase next spring by as much as $5, and 
by next fall the increases may be fairly widespread at an estimated maximum of 5 percent. 

Research and development activities will focus on the improvement of end use 
properties of cot ton and wool and the manmade fibers and on economies in leather 
production and use. At the same time, production facilities for noncellulosic fibers 
will expand. Production of high-priced as well as low-priced leather substitutes will in
crease in reaction to the increasing demand for shoes and other leather products. 

CLOTHING EXPENDITURES 

About $36 billion, 8 percent of personal consumption expenditures, were used to 
purchase clothing and shoes in 1965, according to the Department of Commerce. Per 
capita expenditure in constant dollars was 5 percent above the 1964 figure--the previous 
all-time high. 

Purchases of apparel were high in the first half of 1966 and even 
higher in August, as reported by trade sources. The increase in 
purchases for fall was attributed by retailers partly to restricted pur
chases of houses and cars and partly to the popularity of permanent 
press garments and of high fashions in back-to-school clothes for 
teenagers. Other aspects of high clothing purchases have been noted 
during the year: Continued trading-up on quality; high purchases of 
men's apparel, especially sports and leisure wear; and increased 
purchases of women's hosiery, almost entirely seamless nylons of 
full length, which averaged 19 pairs a year for each female 15 years 
and over. 

NEW AND IMPROVED PRODUCTS 

The trend continues toward easy-care garments and household textiles. By one 
industry estimate, 1966 purchases of durable-press garments will be double last year's 
and will double again by 1970. Durable press, especially desired in slacks, shirts, 
dresses, and skirts, is now being used on lingerie, sheets, and tablecloths. In most 
cases, the press lasts for the life of the item. 
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While the fabrics for durable-press garments are usually 50-65 percent polyester 
blended with cotton, durable-press all-cotton shirts for men and boys are now widely 
available. Men's suits made from all-cotton seersucker may be available in 1967. 

SURD, NCC, and many manufacturers continue their work to develop durable 
press, all-cotton fabrics with abrasion resistance approaching that of untreated cotton 
fabrics. Under investigation are various chemicals and methods of application, in
cluding cures that can be completed after the garment is made, and the use of treated 
and untreated fibers in combination. 

Lightweight wool-cotton fabrics that resist shrinkage and wrinkles and hold a 
crease are being developed at USDA's Western Utilization Research and Development 
Division. The WURLAN process makes the wool component shrink-resistant and the 
durable-press process on the cotton component makes the entire garment wash-and-wear. 

A durable soil-resistant finish for wash-wear fabrics, developed at SURD, makes 
both aqueous and oily soils easier to remove. The finish has little effect on crease re
covery of the wash-wear fabrics. A new treatment of a blended fabric of polyester and 
cotton by high-energy radiation is reported by Deering Milliken to facilitate the removal 
of oily soils. 

The ultimate in easy care is found in disposable garments. 
Shifts and swimming trunks of disposable materials were available 
in the summer. More dresses, aprons, and baby dresses were to 
be available this fall. Soon there may be men's underwear, foot
ball jerseys, doctor's hospital jackets, graduation gowns, and 
beach ponchos. The disposable garments are convenient for 
travelers and for those doing dirty jobs where laundering is a 
problem. The garments are made of nonwoven materials of cotton, 
rayon, nylon, olefin, and wood pulp. They are reasonably cheap 
and durable and reasonably resistant to water and fire. Research is continuing toward 
disposable sheets and garments for hospitals, where manufacturers expect their biggest 
market. 

Bonded fabrics, with one material laminated to another or to foam, are increas
ingly used for reversible garments, for pre-lined knits and other fabrics, and for 
delicate fabrics such as lace, cashmere, or wispy Scottish weave. On some fabrics, 
bonding may reduce by a third the costs of producing garments because of greater ease 
of cutting and stitching. 

DEVELOPMENTS IN RETAIL DISTRIBUTION OF APPAREL 

Some definitions for manufactured fibers under the Textile Fiber Products 
Identification Act were amended by the Federal Trade Commission in February 1966. 
The change provides a new generic name, lastrile, and redefines rubber, specifically 
with their performance characteristics. 

Some efforts are underway toward the eventual strengthening of the Flammable 
Fabrics Act, which is a,imed at preventing sale of highly flammable clothing such as 
brushed rayon (torch) sweaters. 
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Permanent labels, describing proper care, may be sewn by manufacturers into 
many dresses, slipcovers, and underwear by next spring. A committee of the U.S. 
textile industry has been devising a labelling system to be presented to the Government's 
Industry Advisory Committee on Textile Information in November 1966. 

EQUIPMENT 

Consumers in 1966 have generally maintained a high level of demand for home 
furnishings and appliances, as well as for other consumer goods. 

Personal consumption expenditures for furniture and equip
ment were up 13 percent from the $26 billion reported by the 
Commerce Department for the first 6 months of 1965. However, 
second quarter expenditures fell somewhat in 1966 instead of 
rising as in 1965, possibly because of the lag in homebuilding. 
Expenditures for furniture and equipment took fractionally higher 
percentages of personal disposable income in 1966 than in 1965. 

Higher incomes as well as increased population are reflected in the higher ex
penditures for furniture and equipment in 1966. 

Some indicators point to a continued high level of demand for household durables 
in 1967. New family formations will be at a high level, since post-World War II babies 
are now reaching marriageable age. These many new families will be in the market 
for furniture and appliances for their first homes. 

Some possible developments that might dampen the enthusiasm of consumers for 
buying furniture and appliances are rising prices, higher income taxes, and credit 
restrictions. Although price increases are expected, they are not likely to be so great 
as to discourage .buyers to any great extent. 

Progress in military requirements will be the determining factor in production of 
consumer durables in 1967. Set-asides of materials already in short supply are likely to 
increase, as are shortages of skilled labor. So far there is no indication that the supply 
of household durables will be seriously affected. 

PRICES 

The index of prices for appliances has declined steadily since 1960. The industry 
cites improvements in production know-how and technology as reasons for the decline. 
They may have higher styling, different materials, and more features--and higher prices. 
The consumer can expect prices to be somewhat higher in 1967. 

The trade has predicted that prices of major appliances will be up about 3 percent, 
mainly as a result of increases in costs of raw materials such as copper, aluminum, and 
steel. Cost increases for wood cabinets will contribute to price rises of color television 
consoles. 

NEW PRODUCTS 

A space-age development, solid state systems, has recently been introduced into 
the appliance and consumer electronics fields. In 1967 appliance lines, solid state 
systems are providing washing machines and small appliances with variable speed con
trols, clothes dryers with sensoring devices that shut off the machine when the correct 
dryness is reached, dishwashers with devices that adjust time and cleaning power ac
cording to the job size, and gas ranges with ignition devices that make the pilot light 
obsolete. 
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In a solid state system the functions of many separate electro-mechanical operations 

are combined into electrical circuits which are incorporated into one solid chip of silicon. 
Some warranties on solid state products are for as long as 3 years. 

Production of home appliances and equipment using solid state is limited, but is 
expected to increase substantially within the next few years. Once in mass production 

solid state devices will make available to the consumer a variety of new designs and 
features for equipment at reasonable prices. 

Thermoelectricity, which produces heat or cold by passing electricity through two 
dissimilar materials, is expected to influence the appliance market within the next 5 years. 

The greatest use of thermoelectricity for major appliances is expected to be in room air 
conditioners, greatly reducing their weight and noise. 

Many new products in 1967 will be more colorful, better designed, and provided 
with more convenience and luxury features than the old. The home furnishings and equip

ment industries are set to cater to what they call the "new consumer, " with products 
designed to appeal to the educated, the fashion-conscious, and the quality-conscious. 

Television seems to be considered by many consumers almost as much a 

necessity as a refrigerator and a kitchen range. According to the Census Bureau, 92 
percent of U.S. households has TV sets in August 1965, and 20 percent had two or more 

sets. 

The biggest news in washers and dryers is the introduction of a durable-press 
cycle. In the washer it is basically the same as the wash-and-wear cycle, so the design 

of the machine has not changed much. The agitator and spin speeds have been slowed, 

and a cool-down cycle has been added before spinning to prevent the setting in of wrinkles. 

A dryer helps to do a good job of laundering durable press fabrics because the 
heat relaxes the fibers and returns them to their original state. 

The use of electronic sensing devices (solid state) in laundry equipment is making 

possible a great variety of speeds, and a reduction in size of washers and dryers without 
a reduction in capacity. 

V ACUUMS--The homemaker can now choose from five types of vacuums--the 
upright, the canister, the lightweight, the portable, and the shop-type vacuum. Many 
1967 lines will be featuring variable speeds on the canister type vacuum cleaner. 

RANGES--Ranges with self-cleaning or easy
cleaning features are coming into the market with 
prices low enough for many consumers. Although the 
industry is working on electronic cooking, problems 
still exist: Servicing, consumer and dealer education, 
and price. 

One manufacturer has introduced a "counter that cooks" --a range with an opaque 
glass ceramic top. 

REFRIGERATORS--Refrigerators in 1967 will stress improvements in existing 

features rather than the addition of new ones. Much of the emphasis will be on large 
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units of 16 or more cubic feet. No-frost refrigerators, which now account for about 
50 percent of sales, may well be the standard refrigerator of the future. Refrigerators 
equipped with automatic ice-makers are also growing in popularity. 

Modular refrigerators are expected to be on the market before 1970 and in the 
mass market in the 1970's. Kitchen cabinets would be insulated so the homemaker could 
refrigerate as many as she wished and have them installed near the places where they 
would be used most. 

HOUSING 

There is an important difference in degree between housing and most other goods 
and services purchased by consumers in the speed with which supplies can be expanded. 
Any year in which the number of housing units built is as great as 3 percent of the standing 
stock is a big year. Even then, the net addition to the stock available to render housing 
services in the current year and later is not likely to be much greater than 2 percent. 

With population increasing at about 1¼ percent per year, we are clearly not getting 
along very fast per capita, and with a 1½ to 2 percent annual increase in the number of 
households, we are adding only slowly to the choice available to consumer units. 

Housing is unlike most agricultural products, in portability. With modern 
techniques of packing and preserving, there are few farm products that cannot be trans
ported economically from the best source of production to the best markets. Although 
houses can be moved--in parts, as with prefabricated units, or as a whole, as with 
mobile homes, or even houses not originally designed to be moved--all but a small 
fraction of houses are built where they are to be used. 

When population moves--as it has been moving from rural areas, small villages, 
and areas whose natural resources are being depleted or becoming obsolete--the need 
for housing in the areas of in-migration is greater than the net increase of households 
in the nation considered as a whole. 

Most of the increase in housing construction between 1960 and the end of 1965 
was in areas of urban concentration--metropolitan areas--and there, most of the increase 
was in multi-unit structures. The number of single homes built each year in that period 
changed little, from a high of 1,021,000 in 1963 to a low of 972,000 in 1965. In the 
recent decline, both single houses and units in multi-family structures dropped. 

NEW UNITS 

Newly built units constitute a principal source of currently available housing 
supplies. In 1965, 1,543, 000 new housing units were started in the United States, of 
which 940,000 (or 63 percent) were private nonfarm one-family houses, and 543,000 
(or 3 7 percent) were in structures containing 2 units or more. 

Of the 940,000 one-family houses, 589,000 (or 63 percent) were intended for 
sale, and 189,000 were built by contractors for the exclusive use of the owners. Another 
149,000 were built in other ways for the exclusive use of the owners, and some 16,000 
were built for sale. 
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Some 821,000 new houses were offered for sale in 1965, of which 575,000 (or 
70 percent) were sold. In addition, construction was started by contractors on 169,000 
units for occupancy by the owners. 

The median sales price of the units sold on 1965 was $20,000, Of the contractor
built houses, the median contract price (excluding the cost of land) was $16,800. 

Of the new houses sold, some 63 percent were 
financed conventionally, 32 percent were financed with 
FHA-insured or VA-guaranteed loans, and 5 percent 
did not require a mortgage. Of the contractor-built 
houses, more than 70 percent were conventionally 
financed, 10 percent used FHA or VA financing, and 17 
percent did not require a mortgage. 

The contractor-built houses were somewhat larger in area than those sold, with 
medians of 1,525 and 1,495 square feet respectively. They differed little in number of 

bedrooms and bathrooms, however. About 65 percent of the contractor-built and 67 
percent of the sold houses had 3 bedrooms, and in both cases about half had 2 or more 
bathrooms. 

HOUSING REQUIREMENTS FOR THE FUTURE 

The National housing policy has long been to achieve a decent home in a decent 

neighborhood for every American family. If we are to make appreciable progress 
toward this goal during the next decade we shall need to provide housing for an increased 
population, replace casualty and normal economic losses, and make special provision 
for eliminating over 3 million dilapidated units. All told, this will require construction 
or rehabilitation of about 21 million housing units during the decade, and require the annual 

expenditure of some 2. 1 million man-years of labor, on the average. If the goal of 
standard housing for all families were to be fully achieved in the decade, another 3 to 4 

million units would have to be brought up to standard by repair and rehabilitation. 

Much of the upgrading needed to eliminate substandard housing from the supply 

will require public assistance, and programs now available can probably meet about 
half of this need, Even though construction and operation of a substantial number of 
units may be subsidized through housing programs, some families will continue to re

quire additional financial assistance to enable them to afford the cost of standard housing. 

Achieving the proper balance between housing programs and programs of income 

supplementation will be an important element in achievement of the goal. 

An important link joining some of the housing programs and programs that 

supplement incomes so that they work together effectively is a program of code enforce
ment and neighborhood improvement. This program will cost something, but it will 

also improve the housing supply. As a result of the combination of code enforcement 
and programs that supplement incomes, the cost of providing housing for low-income 
families may be greater, but the families will have standard instead of substandard 
housing. Given proper balance between housing programs and programs to supplement 
incomes, a program such as code enforcement can help to increase the availability of 

standard housing. 
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The Department of Housing and Urban Development is continuing and intensifying 
its efforts to formulate and develop this balanced relationship between housing programs 
and programs that supplement inco:qi.es. As they succeed in their efforts, the outlook 
for housing supply and prices for families at all economic levels will be much brighter 
in the future than it has been in the past. 

HOME FURNISHINGS 

In overall popularity, contemporary, early American, and Italian Provincial 
furniture styles are at the top. Cherry, maple and walnut are the most popular woods. 
Suites are accounting for most of the sales in bedroom furniture, but are declining in 
popularity for other rooms. 

Textured fabrics, real or synthetic furs, shags, and deep piles will be shown in 
floor coverings and upholstery fabrics in 1967 for use with.the contemporary furniture 
styles. 

I 
The formal and elegant look will be given to floor 

coverings by Oriental-type rugs and formal area rugs, 
and to upholstery and draperies by velvet, silks, antique 
satins, and brocades. 

The use of plastics in furniture is increasing as a 
result of wood shortages and the high cost of carving 
wood. Plastics are being used as finishes, veneers, 
laminates, and moldings. It is cheaper than wood and 
can bring good furniture within the price range of more 
consumers. 

Durable press will be available in 1967 in curtains, draperies, bedspreads, 
sheets, and tablecloths. 

Thin fibers of stainless steel are being blended with conventional textile fibers 
for household use. The metal fibers are said to eliminate static from nylon and acrylic 
carpeting and upholstery, and may eventually be used in "heat conductive" carpets, 
curtains, and draperies. 

New bonded backings for loosely-woven fabrics have made possible a wide range 
of textures and designs for household textiles. Also new are circular knit fabrics with 
unique stretch properties for upholstered furniture. 

In floor coverings, "all weather carpeting" resists water, staining, sunlight, 
mildew, rotting, and freezing. It has a wide variety of outdoor and indoor uses, as in 
kitchens, bathrooms, playrooms, patios, and playgrounds. 
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