
Dusene Vunovich, 1960 Homecoming queen,
poses for a portrait featured in the 1961 Savitar.
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Past Homecoming kings and queens share
their stories
An iconic element of a Homecoming
game is the crowning of the king and

queen at halftime. But the seemingly
timeless tradition has varied much
through the decades. Flip through back

issues of the Savitar, and you'll find
glamorous full-page photos of
Homecoming queens, whose portraits,

clothing, hairstyles and even postures
call to mind the passing generations.
Fashion wasn't the only thing to

change. Queens weren't always selected
through student elections, and they
were once crowned by the state

governor. Hoping to get more minority
students involved in Homecoming,
historically black Greek organizations

began nominating their members to be
on court. And, kings entered the
picture in 1977.

MIZZOU celebrates the Homecoming

king and queen traditions through
these features on past royalty. Were
you a Homecoming king or queen?

Share your memories with MIZZOU
magazine by emailing
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Queens through
the decades
Mizzou's Homecoming queens have
been chosen by vote, committee and
charitable competition.

Royal reminiscences
Queens from Homecomings past recall
their crowning moment and other

Mizzou memories.

Homecoming queen goes
to Hollywood
After being crowned 1941 Homecoming
queen, Betty Hall pursued a career in
acting, landing a spot with the

Goldwyn Girls.

Inaugural king
UM Curator and St. Louis attorney Don
Downing served as MU's first

Homecoming king in 1977.

Crown comes with
life lesson
In 1985, Vivian King, BJ ’87, was part of
the first black couple to be named
Mizzou Homecoming royalty.

mizzou@missouri.edu.
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A tale of two queens
Two Alpha Kappa Alpha sisters were
named queen during
Homecoming 2010.

Share your comments with Mizzou magazine at Mizzou@missouri.edu.

Note: If published, feedback may be edited for length, style and clarity.

Follow us on Twitter Join us on Facebook Subscribe to our feed

Published by MIZZOU magazine, 109 Reynolds Alumni Center, Columbia, MO 65211 | Phone: 573-882-5916 |
E-mail: Mizzou@missouri.edu

Opinions expressed in this site do not necessarily reflect the official position of MU or the Mizzou Alumni
Association.

Copyright © 2021 — Curators of the University of Missouri. All rights reserved. DMCA and other copyright
information.

An equal opportunity/affirmative action institution.

Last updated: Feb. 15, 2013

3 of 3

https://mizzoumagarchives.missouri.edu/2011-Fall/features/Queens/inde... 3/20/2021, 8:11 PM


