
Music Professor Tom McKenney, right, works with
music composition graduate student David Witter
in McKenney’s office. They are discussing
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The digital age of art
Conference will explore digitization of art,
music, theater
Art, music and theater schools typically
emphasize classical techniques, but
new student generations — who grew
up with synthesized sound, computer-
generated art, virtual museums and
iTunes — are expecting more.

“One of the things we’re seeing in the
School of Music are students who have
learned what they know about music in
nontraditional ways,” says Robert
Shay, director of the School of Music.
“Are we ready for students like this? Is
there a way for us to embrace them
while incorporating the other stuff they
need to know?”

To explore these questions and
increase public awareness of the
digitization of the arts, Shay and
Andrea Heiss, assistant professor of
magazine journalism, will host a
symposium and festival in fall 2012.
The public event, which will include
speakers and performances, is a
collaboration among faculty from art,
art history, music, theater,

https://mizzoumagarchives.missouri.edu/2011-Summer/features... 3/29/21, 9:22 AM



MetaSynth composition and sound design
software. Photo by Rob Hill

architectural studies and journalism.
Shay hopes the conference will spur
discussions on how new media and
technology are affecting art and how
MU can prepare students for art careers.

Back to Sound Bytes

Share your comments with Mizzou magazine at Mizzou@missouri.edu.
Note: If published, feedback may be edited for length, style and clarity.

 Follow us on Twitter       Join us on Facebook       Subscribe to our feed

Published by MIZZOU magazine, 109 Reynolds Alumni Center, Columbia, MO 65211 | Phone: 573-882-5916
| E-mail: Mizzou@missouri.edu

Opinions expressed in this site do not necessarily reflect the official position of MU or the Mizzou Alumni
Association.

Copyright © 2021 — Curators of the University of Missouri. All rights reserved. DMCA and other copyright
information.

An equal opportunity/affirmative action institution.

Last updated: Feb. 15, 2013

https://mizzoumagarchives.missouri.edu/2011-Summer/features... 3/29/21, 9:22 AM


