
he tombstone of Thomas Jefferson, our

nation’s third president and the author of

the Declaration of Independence, has been

on MU’s campus since 1885. The University of

Missouri is the first public university established in

the Louisiana Purchase, which Jefferson negotiated

with France, doubling America’s map in 1803.

Mizzou, with the help of the Smithsonian Institution,

refurbished the stone’s original marble epitaph and

unveiled a more durable facsimile on Francis

Quadrangle during MU’s week‐long 175th anniversary

celebration Sept. 15–21, 2014. The damaged original

had been in storage since Academic Hall burned in

1892, and the words are now available to be read by

future generations of Tigers.

— Rob Hill and Marcus Wilkins
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