
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-COLUMBIA 
PROUDLY PRESENTS 

A GUEST CONCERT BY 

MARIMBA YAJALON 
November 14, 7:00 p.m. 

Waters Auditorium 

Selections TBA 

Marimba Yajalon 

The Mexican marimba quartet, Marimba Yajalon, will be performing on the 
MU campus November 14 at 7:00 p.m. in Waters Auditorium which is behind 
the Memorial Union to the north. The concert is free and open to the 
public. This concert is being sponsored by the MU Department of Music, 
Percussive Arts Society Student Chapter, American Latin Student 
Association-Graduate Chapter, Latin American Student Association, Hispanic 
American Leaders Organization, and the Ramada Inn Downtown. The 
quartet will perform on their authentic instrument as well as present a short 
.. workshop" on the construction and history of the Mexican marimba. 

The sonorous sound of the marimba is one of Mexico's and Guatemala's most 
beloved musical traditions. In the rugged land of Mesoamerica, it is difficult 
to walk down any street without hearing the sound of "las maderas que 
cantan" (the wood that sings). After living in Chiapas, Mexico and 
researching the marimba as a Fulbright Scholar, Laurence Kaptain formed a 
U.S.-based group of North American percussionists to explore and recreate 
the music of that region. Thus, in 1988 Marimba Yajalon was formed to play 
the music of Chiapas, Mexico on authentic instruments, replicating the 
performance practice of the marimba -- a type of xylophone which is heard 
throughout southern Mexico and Central America. In its current 
configuration, Marimba Yajalon is comprised of four players performing on a 
single instrument of five and one-half octaves. 

After a recent performance for the historic Mendelssohn Club Concert 
Series, the music critic for the Rockford Register Star wrote, ..... a 
breathtaking performance ... when the pick up those mallets and play their 
south Mexican marimba, the members of Marimba Yajalon have true south
of-the-border ritmo." They were recently featured on National Public 
Radio's Morning Edition program, where guest host Susan Stamberg did a 



special feature on the group. That special report brought the music of the 
Mexican marimba to millions of listeners, and furthered Marimba Yajalon's 
reputation as North America's premiere professional Mexican marimba 
ensemble. 

A professional resident ensemble at the University of Missouri-Kansas City 
Conservatory of Music, Marimba Yajalon maintains an active international 
schedule of performances, recording, and multi-cultural workshops and 
presentations. So authentic is their interpretation and approach, that they 
have been invited to tour Mexico on five different occasions where their 
performances won praise from the media and the Mexican marimbists, as 
well as standing ovations from their audiences. In 1991, 1993, 1994, and 
1995 Marimba Yajalon was the only North American marimba ensemble 
invited to participate at the International Festivals of the Marimba in Mexico 
City and Chiapas, along with groups from Africa and the Americas. Most 
recently they made their fifth major tour of the State of Chiapas, .. the land of 
the marimba," where they gave performances sponsored by the government 
of that state. 

Sponsors 

Special thanks to the MU Department of Music, the MU Percussive Arts 
Society Student Chapter (MU PAS), the Association of Latin American 
Students-Graduate (ALAS-G), the Latin American Student Association 
(LASA), and the Hispanic Leaders Organization (HALO), and the Ramada Inn 
Downtown for their financial support of this concert. 
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