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The joint University of MissouriiUniversity of 
Michigan expedition returned to Tel Anafa in the 
Upper Galilee of Israel for two more months of 
excavation in the summer of 1980. 1 In this eighth 
season of excavation at the site2 we continued to 
concentra te our efforts on the Graeco-Roman 
levels of the mound, uncovering more of the 
Hellenistic stuccoed building which occupies 
much of the northern sector of the tel. The work 
in 1980 revealed more of the complex history and 
plan of this important building and brought to 
light some of the most impressive finds yet 
unearthed at Tel Anafa. 

In all, seven new 5 x 5-meter squares were 
opened within the area of the Hellenistic stuc
coed building concentrating on the northwest, 
northeast and southeast sectors of that structure 
(Plan). Discoveries in these trenches confirmed 
our hypothesis that the Hellenistic stuccoed 
building went through three major construction 
phases (IIa, b, c) between 150 and 80 B.C, at 
which time it appears to have been abandoned by 
its Greek settlers. However, it necessitated major 
revisions of our previous theories concerning the 
size and function of the building in its IIb and IIc 
phases. The new excavations in the northwest 
revealed the first preserved remains of the Hel
lenistic stuccoed building to the north of its 
central courtyard; elsewhere in the north sector 
Early Roman builders had cleared the tel down to 
its Early Hellenistic levels, destroying all rem
nants there of the structure. This new evidence 
for the continuation of the Hellenistic stuccoed 
building to the north allows us to identify the 
north enclosure wall of the tel as the north wall of 
the building-similarly the east wall of the tel 
doubles as the east wall of the building-and 
gives a 38-meter north-south extent for this 
edifice. The northwest corner of the central 
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courtyard was also uncovered and a curious 
square stone s tructure held together by typically 
Late Hellenistic swallowtail clamps and slot 
dowels was found built over this corner of the 
stylobate (Fig. 1). In addition , traces of floor 
surfaces in this area now reveal that the Hellenis
tic stuccoed building continued west beyond the 
line of the wall previously thought to be the west 
boundary of the building. Confirmation of this 
greater westward extent of the building was 
provided by a trench in the southwest where the 
south waIl of the building can also be seen to 
continue farther west. Finally, the 1980 excava
tions in this area revealed for the first time that 
the Early Roman occupation on the site consists 
of two distinct building phases. The second, 
later, phase includes the paved roadway and 
associated building above the northwest sector of 
the Hellenistic stuccoed building (Muse 12, Fig. 2; 
Muse 13, Fig. 6). The latest datable material 
under the road way dates to the 1st century A.D. 

The roadway, in turn , can now be seen to cover 
and therefore postdate portions of the major 
Roman stuccoed building to the north which 
itself destroyed the north sector of the Hellenistic 
stuccoed building (Muse 13, p . 17). Although the 
relative sequence is clear, a closer da te for this 
earlier post-Hellenistic construction phase can
not be determined at this time. 

Returning to the Hellenistic stuccoed build
ing, further excava tion in the northeast and 
southeast have given us new information on the 
plan and chronological sequence of the building. 
In the northeast, to the south of the Early Roman 
leveling operations which demolished much of 
the northern sector of the Hellenistic stuccoed 
building, some well-preserved remains of that 
structure have been uncovered. Among these are 
the northeast corner of the central courtyard and 



PLAN of the excavatioll S all the top of tile Tel. 
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a section of its blocked eastern stylobate. It is 
now apparent that the court is an irregular 
rectangle which measures 12.5 meters east-west 
by 9 meters north-south. To the east of the 
peristyle the greater part of a room in use in the 
final phase of the Hellenistic edifice was cleared. 
This is the best-preserved and most elaborately 
decorated room of the building yet excavated. 
Relief stucco imitating drafted masonry covered 
the walls, and the floor was tesselated mosaic, 
only the underpinning of which remains. On the 
surface of the peristyle west of this room an 
unprecedented number of whole vessels of Hel
lenistic red-glazed ware were found broken as if 
they had fallen from a cupboard to the sou th after 
the Greek abandonment of the site (Figs. 2 and 
3). Little is preserved of the Hellenistic stuccoed 
building north of the mosaic room due both to 
the depth of the Early Roman building activity 
and to the construction of a separate Late Helle
nistic building to the northeast in the final phase 
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4. Opposite: view of ti, e sOll thellst IIrell of the peristyle with IIll1rge dl'llill lidded dllrillg the fi lllli Hel/eJlis tic bllildillg pill/se. 
5. Above: a grollp of II IIg II ell ta rill with polychrollle decal'lltioll . Sh owlI V2 actllll/ size. 

(lIe) of Greek occupation of the site when the 
Hellenistic stuccoed building appears to have 
been subdivided into a number of loosely related 
units around the central court. 

This subdivision is most apparent in the 
southeast sector (Fig . 4) where the building was 
extensively modified in the final Hellenistic phase 
(lIe). At this time the previous arrangement of 
double rooms about 4.5 to 5 meters deep was 
altered with the demolition of the southeast 
corner of the courtyard and much of the eastern 
rooms for the placement of a large stone drain 
which issued from the center of the court and 
emptied over the east wall of the tel. Installations 
for piping in, heating and draining water were 
added to one of the eastern rooms at this time. 
The relation of this water heating facility and the 
luxurious stuccoed and mosaicked room to the 
north is of some interest and will be investigated 
in the 1981 season. 

In summary, the 1980 discoveries in the 
northwest and southeast sectors in particular 
allow us to draw some tentative conclusions 

about the plan of the Hellenistic stuccoed build
ing at the time (phase IIb) when it was in use as a 
single large structure, although final conclusions 
must await the results of a few last trial trenches 
planned for the summer of 1981. Based on the 
known organization and measurements of the 
south and east sides of the building, the few 
preserved remains of the north sector, and the 
demonstrated continuation of the south wall 
west beyond the currently excavated area, we can 
now tentatively restore the original plan of the 
building as a symmetrical, partially two story 
arrangement of double rooms around all four 
sides of a central court. Extrapolation from the 
known room dimensions on the south and east 
and the identification of the north wall of the tel 
as the north wall of the building allow us to 
restore the Hellenistic stuccoed ' building as a 
large, square structure 38 meters x 38 meters. 
Although the plan is a variation on the common 
Hellenistic house with peristyle court, the large 
size argues for a public rather than a private 
function. 
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Finally, the excavations at Tel Anafa in 1980 
continued to produce a rich spectrum of finds 
from the Hellenistic era: twenty-one coins of Late 
Hellenistic Tyre and Sidon, including a silver 
Tyrian shekel; fragments of over 300 molded 
glass bowls; and a wide variety of Late Hellenis
tic redwares and molded lamps. In addition 
to the more commonly decorated finewares, 
the 1980 season also produced several examples 
of the Hellenistic interest in the decoration of 
coarse wares (Fig. 5). Finally, the mixed fills 
of the northeast sector continued to be rich in 
small finds of metal , including fragments of gold 
and silver jewelry and a splendidly modeled 
bronze furniture ornament (Fig. 6) cast in the 
form of the Greek woodland god, Pan . 

SHARON HERBERT 
Kelsey Mll sell lll 

Ulliversity of Michigall , Alln Arbor 

'The 1980 season wa s fund ed by g ifts a nd a matching grant 
from th e National End owment for the Hum anities , contri
butions from th e Museum of Art and Archaeo logy of the 
University of Missouri and th e Kels ey Museum of the 
Unjversity ofMichi gan, a nd fees pa id by students partidpat
ing in a field sch ool admj nis te red by the Department of 
Classica l Studies of th e Univers ity of Mich igan. 

Professor Sau l Weinberg of the Unive rsity of M issouri 
aga in served as Co-Prin cipal In ves tigator and offered in
valuable advice on the interpre tation of the res ults. Professor 
Sha ron Herbert of th e Unive rsity of Michigan served as 
Co-Principal In vestigato r and direc ted the work in the field 
with the admini s tra ti ve assista nce of Professor Barba ra 
Johnson of Ben Gurion Univers ity of the Negev, and Dr. 
Ja mie Ca tlin o f the Uni vers ity of Michi ga n as Camp Manag
er. Trenches were supervi sed by Monica Barran, Nicholas 
Cahill , Barbara Fi edle r, All y n Lord , Theodore Pe lla, Harrie t 
Sch wa rtz and Lynn Stowell . Dr. Robert Gordon supervised 
a tre nch and worked on his publica ti on of the architecture . 
Blane Na nsel aga in analyzed th e faunal remain s . David 
Myers, ass isted by Jacqueline Roye r, produced th e architec
tura l drawings; Lo rene Ste rne r served as sma ll find s arti s t. 
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6. TI,e Greek god Pall , cast ill /Jroll::e. Sh Oll'1I here 
approxilliately 3;' act ltal si::e. 

Aaron Levin , assis ted by Su sa n Webb, was res ponsible for 
the photog ra phy. Con serva tion was aga in ably supervised 
by Amy Rose nbe rg with inte rns Elizabe th Peacock a nd Carol 
Snow. Mary Anne Wilkenson kept the registry in exce llent 
orde r with th e assis tance of Helen S mith . Aga in, o ur warm 
thanks to all fo r jobs we ll d one. Our tha nks are also due to 
Mr. Avi Eitan , Direc to r o f th e Israe l Dep a rtme nt of Antiqui
ti es, a nd his s ta ff for fac ilitating our work in eve ry way. Once 
again our d eepes t gra titude goes to Miss Hannah Ka tzenstein 
without wh ose he lp a t every turn it is difficult to imagine a 
successfu l season. Moshe Kaga n of Kibbutz Shamir was, as 
always, a great h e lp to the expedition . Th e Albright Institute 
and its ge nerou s sta ff provided ca re and comfort in Jerusa
lem. Our d eepest th a nks to all concerned fo r making the 
1980 season a su ccess . 

2Repo rts on th e earl ie r campaigns have appeared in Mllse 3 
(1969) 16-23; 4 (1970) 15-24; 5 (1971) 8 -16; 6 (1972) 8-18; 8 
(1974) 14-28; 12 (1 978) 21-29; 13 (1979) 16-21. A summation of 
the fir s t three seasons, "Te l Anafa , the H ellenisti c Town," 
appeared in the lsrad Explora tioll jDlImal 21 (1971) 86-109, 
and a rep o rt o f th e ] 978 season appeared in BASOR 234 
(1979) 67-81. 
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