


1. Drawing illustrating 
the core-form 
method. From 
Labino, 1966, 125, 
courtesy of the 
Journal of Glass 
Studies. 

Ancient Glass Perfume Vases: 

The Collection of the 
Museum of Art and Archaeology 

From about 1500 S.c. until the invention of glass blowing not long 
before the time of Christ, a series of small, brightly colored vessels, 
intended as containers for precious perfumed oils, was produced at a 
number of centers in the Near East and the eastern Mediterranean 
region. These vessels were made by the technique known as "core­
forming." This laborious process involved taking a lump of hot glass 
from a furnace with a metal rod, and wrapping it around a core made 
of clay and sand, often with an organic binder, which was attached to 
the end of a second metal rod (Fig. 1). I The technique is thought to 
have been invented in Mesopotamia, not long before the middle of the 
second millennium S.c. It was soon adopted in Egypt, where it 
flourished in the Eighteenth, Nineteenth and Twentieth Dynasties (ca. 
1500-1100 B.C.). 
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