
Agricultural College Farm. 

LETTER OF HON. JAMES S. ROLLINS TO THE 

BOONE COUNTY COURT. 

JEFFERSON CITY, March 14th, 1870. 

To Hon. :James Harris, H on. :James Arnold aud I-Ion. 
:John vV. Hall, Judges County Court, Boone County: 

GENTLEMEN :-I understand that there will be a special 
term of the Boone County Court, on the 16th inst., and I 
have been requested to be present at that time, but my 
duties here will prevent. 

The recent action of the General Assembly, in the pas
sage of the Agricultural College Bill imposes certain du
ties upon your honorable body, and bearing the relation 
that I do to that measure, as one of the Representatives of 
the people of Boone County, you will bear with me while 
I make to you a few friendly suggestions in regard to it. 
For four years past I have struggled under great disad
vantages to obtain this great prize for my county. I do 
not think I over-rate its value to the people of Boone 
County, now and for all future time, and I propose to enu
merate in this communication some of these advantages 
as they present themselves to my mind. Before doing 
this, it may be asked what was the necessity to put in the 
bill a section requiring Boone County to give anything in 
order to secure this institution? The answer is, that other 
counties wanted it as well as Boone ! Other counties 
offered to give large sums of money in order to obtain it, 
and therefore, no man of sense can suppose for a moment, 
that Boone Counti could obtain it without giving some
thing for it; and in order that the Court may be well ad
vised on this subject, I present the following facts: 

1st. Jackson County offered $150,000 in cash and 420 
acres of land adjoining the city ~f Independence if the in
stitution was located there. 

2d. Greene County offered $100,000 in cas!t, and 640 
acres ofland convenient to the city of Springfield, if it was 
located there. 

3d, Pettis. county offered 640 acres of land, convenient 
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to the city of Sedalia, and $35,000 in cash if it was lo
cated there. 

4th. Propositions were made to put it up to the highest 
bidder, and with the assurance that there were otlta coun
ties in the State, that would give a larger amount of money 
and of land than that offered by either of the counties 
named above. How then could we expect to get this in
stitution in the face of these facts, and at the same time 
with a strong political prejudice ai:ainst our locality? This 
could not be, and I reg_ard it as almost a miracle that 
Boone County was not required by the bill to give at least 
as large a sum a~ was offered by any other county! But 
this was not done; in fact, we are required under this bill 
to give a sum, in money and lands, not ;nore than ltalj as 
large as that offered by Jackson County; and Jackson 
County stood ready, as I have been informed by Senator 
Graham, who resides there, and who represents that Sen
atorial District,to increase her caslt S!ibscription to $200,000 
in addition to tltc lands ojfcred. So much on this subject. 
I proceed now to state some of the reasons why the people 
of Boone County cannot afford to let this prize be lost to 
them; and in order to be the better understood, I will 
state them in the order as they occur to me : 

1st. Boone County thus far has been somewhat noted 
for the interest which her people have manifested in the 
cause of edti"cation ; we have a good start, and our chief 
sources of prosperity, in the future, must spring from the 
.;uccess of this great interest. 

2d. The Court will remember that not one dollar sub
scribed by the county, will be taken from the county, but 
every cent of it will be expended in the county ; the peo
ple of the county therefore are just as rich, after the sub
scription, as before they made it. 

3d. But this is not aU,-we get most probably in the 
long run, just four times as much, to be added to the 
wealth of the county, as we are asked to give. In other 
words the State, through the Legislature, says to the peo
ple of Boone County, if you will give $100,000 in land 
and money, and all to remain with you, and to be expend
ed in your midst, we will add $400,000. in addition to it, 
the income thereof to be fortver expended in the same 
way, and for your especial benefit. Suppose such a prop
osition was made to either of us, individually, would 711r 

ltl'sitatc long- iu accepting- it.! 
4th. But by the location of this Agricultural College in 

our county, we secure all permaue11tly which we have 
heretofore obtained, and we secure all that the State may 
have to give in the future, and which in time will amount 
to hundreds of thousands of <loll a rs? But the other day, 
the Le~islature of Wisconsin appropriated $-50,000 to aid 
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in building a Female Department to the State University 
at Madison, having previously located the Agricultural 
College in connection therewith. 

5th. Carrying out in good faith the 'provisions of this 
bill, makes Boone County the great educational centre of 
the State, for all time to come,-a prestige which we have 
at last won, after a struggle of more than thirty years. 

6th. Other institutions of a kindred character, will clus
ter around the University, and the hundreds of young men 
and women who will come here to be educated, will give 
to us an annual pecuniary income, of an hundred thous
and dollars, and which may be indefinitely increased de
pending of course upon the success which these institu
tions may attain. This inc0me is expended, and inures to 
the advantage of all. It is like a good crop, we all feel 
the effects, and it will be a sure crop, yielding each recur
ring season, its product in money. 

7th. Suppose this institution yield to the county no 
more than $50,000 annually. Remember this is ten per 
cent. interest on $500,000. It will bring twice this sum, 
and t!tc first }'Car after it is fairly under waJ,. 

8th. At this session of the Legislature another Bill pass
ed, providing for the establishment of two Normal Schools, 
l'>tie on the north side and the other on the south side of 
the Missouri river, and approp:-iating 1$5,000 annually to 
each for their support, and providing further that no coun
ty could get one of these schools, without making a dona
tion of $25,000. Already, as I was informed by the chair
man of the committee on education to-clay, the county of 
Franklin offers $60,000 for one of these schools ; and I 
saw ·aletter from a prominent citizen of Boonville, Cooper 
County, to the Senator from that District, stating that the. 
people of Cooper would give in money and property 
$40,000, for the location of one of these schools. and other 
counties are making similar o/ji:rs. 

Now, if they can afford to give from $40,000 to $60,000 
for a small Normal School, with an annual endowment of 
only $5,000, what can we afford to give for an institutioq 
with a present and pro..,pectivc endowment of half a million? 

9th. Two years ago I got a bill th.rough the General 
Assembly, with the assistance of Mr. Lyman and Dr. 
Hubbard, giving to us I 3J4 per cent. of the State revenue 
for the support of a Norm'al School in connection with the 
University,. T!1is year that fund will yield us $14,500 and 
it will continue ~o increase annually. Remember we paid 
not/ting for t!tis endo'i-u!llent of our Normal School by the 
State, and yet we are now getting an annual interest of 
seven and one-ha] f per cent. on $200,000, which is just that 
much additional endowment, added to the Educati0nal 
Fund of Boone Collnty, and I may add thf' location of the 
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Agricultural College thus makes in all probability, the 
above fund a permanent one, and if we lose the Agricul
tural College, we shall also lose :at once the fund above 
referred to. 

I oth. Thus far I have been looking at this question
in the practical and substantial light of pecuniary invest
ment and profit to the people of the county, and I might 
add to the consideration of the subject from this stand 
point: The very fact of being an educationa l centre, will 
indt1ce men of intelligence and capital to settle amongst 
us, thus adding to our st rength and to our respectability. 

l 1th. B11t there are other considerations of more impor. 
lance even than the pecuniary aspects of the question: 
Remember this is not a mere literary institution--it is an 
Al[ticuitural and ll1ccltaizical College,-founded by the mu
nificence of the General Government, and intended prima
rily for the education of the sons and daughters of the far
mers and mecltanics of our country, that large and respect
able class of people who constitutute the bone and sinew 
of the country-the foundation of our prosperity in peace, 
and our sure defence and bulwark in periods of danger 
and of war. I would ask: Can the jarnurs and mecltanics 
of Boone County afford to let this institution be lost to 
their children, rather than raise the small pittance 
that is asked of them? Can your honorable body, com
posed of Judges, who are most worthy representatives of 
these large and respectable classes to whom I have refer
red, hold back for a moment, in doing anything that is 
1ucessa1J1 lo be done to secure this boon, even though you 
were called upon to give five times as much as you will 
be asked to give? It is absurd to think so, and a reflection 
upon you, as liberal and enlightened men, faithful guardi
ans of the public interests, and especially of the best in
terests in all time to come of the farmers and mecltanics of 
our country. 

I 2th. The location of such an institution in Boone 
County will be most advantageous to those for whose es
pecial benefit it was intended-the laboring classes. It is 
the first time in the history of Boone County, that her 
people ever heard of, ~r had a chance of getting a ltigher 
institution of leamt11.g-, intended especially to _g ive intclli
l.{ence, respectability and position to the children of the 
laboring men and women of the country ; and they would 
never excuse a court, that mis.~ed the g reat opportunity of 
obtaining it for them. 

13th. I know you frequently hear unreflec ting men say, 
"well, I have no interest in this thing." But . they are 
mistaken-they do not think so. .E"z,ny cit/om is interest
ed in the advancement and improvement of his county,and 
no man is worthy to be called a citizen, who thinks or 
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feels otherwise. This institution, controlled and conduct
ed by the most enlightened and best educated men belong
ing to the industrial classes of society, there will be infused 
into our system of labor and of agricultural industry, every 
improvement that will make farming profitable and pleas
ant; our youne- men intended for agricultural pursuits, 
will understand how to obtain, and how to plant, and how 
to make profitable every species of product, including eve
ry variety of stock that is cultured or raised upon a farm. 

14th; And it will be just as advantageous to our me~ 
chanical community-the best implements of industry, the 
best tools, the mqst convenient and cheapest houses and 
homes, the latest improvements, the best agricultural and 
mechanical papers, lectures from the most scientific and 
practical men; these are som~ of the advantages which 
this institution will bring to our very doors, and which 
may be reached by every cltild in tlte county, I care not 
how poor, or dependent he or she may be. 

15th. Nor is this all; a taste for horticulture, for fruit 
growing, for gardening, will spring up around such an in
stitution, which will elevate and improve and modify the 
opinions of every practical farmer and mechanic and labor
ing man in the county ; and this spirit will diffuse itself, 
and its influence will be felt throughout the limits of the 
entire state. 

16th. In other states the question of the location of their 
agricultural and mechanical colleges, endowed in the same 
manner, has awakened the deepest interest. In Illinois 
the county where their college was located gave in money 
and property about $400,000 ; in New York, a single indi
vidual, (MR. EZRA CoRNELL) gave $500,000 and two hun
dred acres of _land, upon the condition that their agricul
tural college was located in his county, and should wear 
his name ; the Legislature of New York accepted his prop
osition, and he has since added some three hundred thous
and to the amount of its endowment ; there are now some 
six or eight hundred students attending this institution, 
and it is not yet fairly started ! And why can't we have 
five or six hundred students attendin g our institution? 
We will have, and more, if Boone· county is true to the 
best interests an'd honor of her people. 

17th. R emember that this is the only institution uf the 
kind which Missouri will have for many years established 
by the authority cf the Constitution, and under the patron
age of the state ; Missouri is one of the large states of the 
the Union, in process of rapid development, and in a few 
years our present population will be doubled. 'Where will 
the sons and daughters of the fa rmers and mechanics of 
the state look for higher edu cation, except to an institu 
tiori planted and sustained and nouri shed in our midst ? 
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18th; Such an insti~ution properly cherished and sus
tained by our people, will encourage and ensure other im• 
provements in which our people are interested, in every 
part of the county. 

19th. The conditions of the bill are very easy. and they 
ought to be fairly and liberally complied with; there 
should be no hesitation on the point, even though the 
county had been required to raise twice or thrice the 
amount; we should not only comply with its terms, but 
we should do it in a manner that will reflect credit and 
honor upon our people, and not permit any question to be 
raised by the commissioners appointed to see that the con
ditions of the law are faithfully met; a question of doubt 
on this point would be discreditable to all of us. 

20th. This entire subscrif>tion might be paid in a a sin
gle year, and not be oppressive to the people of the connty; 
but tl;iere is no such necessity. The bill provides that the 
payment of this debt may be postponed for twenty yea1:'s, 
long before which time, the wealth and population of the 
county will be more than doubled. This debt will be paid 
and forgotten, whilst the advantages and blessings of the 
investment will be felt and appreciated by the present and 
future generations, even to our latest posterity. 

21st. I do not propose in this coH1munication, to express 
any opinion as to the manner 1in which this subscription 
should be raised ; further than to say that for a common 
benefit, the burden slzould be equally borne by all, in propor
tion to their taxable property. Tlzis i:/ t/ze only just and 
fair rule. If the town is to take a part of this subscpiption 
let the sums to be raised by the county, and the town, be 
fairly agreed upon, by the public authorities, and bonds at 
once prepared in blank, to be hereafter filled up. The 
corporate limits of the town have been extended by a law 
passed a few days sinee, and which will receive the signa
ture of the Governor. 'Whether the rule of the relative 
population, or relative taxable property between towR and 
county is adopted I shall be satisfied. 

22d. I hope there will be no one so forgetful of his 
duty, as to attempt to ~et up any feeling betwixt the town 
and the county upon this question ; rather than this should 
occur, which would be dishonorable to us all, I would be 
one of twenty persons to raise the required amount, and 
thus dispense with all wrmtl,;li11g-, and at the same time, 
with all taxation, or the issuing of any bonds whatever; 
for my experience is, at last, that a few men, compared 
with the whole number, not only originate, but they carry 
forward by the,r energy and their me;ins, all these great 
moral and benevolent agencies, which are calcul.ated to 
elevate the masses, and which are to give character and 
prosperity to society, auci to all the branches of industry. 
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23. I have supposed that the amount for which bonds 

will have to be prepared and issued, will not fall short of 
$100,000, and it may reach $150,000. This will depend 
upon the cost of the property which the county is required 
to furnish. If men are very exorbitant in prices asked, 
(but which I hope may not be the case) the sum required 
of us may reach the latter sum; but whether it be the first 
or the last sum named, I am in favor of purchasing and 
tendering tliat property which will be best suited to the 
wants and convenience of the institution, and which will 
at the same time redound to the honor and the credit of 
all of our people. 

24th. We cannot expect to have entire unanimity in re
gard to a question of this sort; men are governed by such 
a variety of motives, and there is such a wide difference 
in their moral and mental organization, as well as in 
their intelligence and public spirit, that we cannot ex
pect al ~ to see and think alike; for my part, when I 
feel conscious that I am aiming to promote a great pub
lic good, which is to have a beneficial influence upon 
the general interests of society, I have ceased to listen 
to the' opinions of individual men, but to do right and 
risk the enlightened judgment of good men, to sustain 
me. when the effect of my action and my efforts are 
thoroughly felt and comprehended, and this is a good 
a nd wise rule. for men who hold in their hands official 
power. 

25th. I have felt authorized to say much here, that 
was favorabl e to the people of :Boone county ; when 
they have been unjustly assailed (as they have often 
been in the last four years), I have vindicated them as 
it was my duty and my pleasure to do, according to 
the best of my poor ability. I have done this, without 
regard to party or sect, for I have felt that I was the 
R epresentative of the whole people, and not the agent 
or Representative of any particular class or party. The 
truth has warranted me in saying, that in all the attri
butes of good citizenship, in intelligence, liberality, pub
·lic spirit and patriotism, they were the equals of the 
people in any ·other county in the state, and I feel some 
pride in being justified by their action now, in all the good 
things that I have said of them. 

26th.- It has been said in the public press , that in regard 
to this Agricultural College question, I have been govern
ed by some selfish or speculative motive. In regard to 
this, I have only to answer, that like other men, I am not 
likely to advocate measures that might prove destructive 
of my own personal interest. It has been said that this 
Bill was so framed , that I might be enabled to sell my 
farm, in the event that it become a law, and at an cxorbit-
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ant valuation. In answer to this, I have only to say that I 
have been governed by no such selfish motive-for my 
actions and efforts would have been the same if I had not 
owned a foot of land in the county; for I have felt 
throughout that I was doing the people whom I represent, 
a:great public service. It is very true,that it is my misfortu11e 
jnst now, to own some land, near to the present University, 
but I have not at anytime offered these lands for sale, nor 
do I propose to sell them. It is my home, and J expect 
to occupy it whilst I live. If in the selectic,n of a suitable 
farm, under this law, the parties appointed to purchase it, 
should finally conclude that a portion of the lands owned 
by me, were necessary to make out the quantity to be fur
nished, I have said and I now repeat to your Honorable 
body, that I would not be unwilling to part with it, and at a 
price for which other and similar lands around me have 
been selling, and without reference to any enhanced value 
occasioned by the passage of the Agricultural College bill. 
This is fair ; and I add further, that if another site can be 
had, to meet the requirement5 of the law, without calling 
upon me, I shall not only give my assent, but I express 
myself in advance as being perfectly satisfied therewith. 
No speculation that I might make (if this was my object) 
could ever compensate me, for the toil, the anxiety and the 
labor which I have undergone, during the last four years, 
and under the most unpleasant and trying circumstances, 
in 01'der to procure the passage of this bill. Men with less 
resolution and purpose, and with patience exhausted and 
spirits broken, might have abandoned the proj ect, and 
given it up as hopeless. I considered it too great a matter 
to the people of Boone county, ever to abandon it at any 
point shor,t of absolute defeat! 

27th. I have thus in a very imperfect way, and in the 
midst of other pressing duties, given to the Court, my 
views upon this important question, as important 
as any upon which your honorable body has at 
any time been called to act, touching the present an<l 
prospective interests of all the people of Boone County. 
I can only hope that your act ion in the premises may be 
liberal , firm, deliberate and wise, and that it will redound 
n0t only to your personal and official honor, but to the 
common good of our people , and the advancement of the 
cause of popular education. 

Desiring that this letter may be filed for preservation, I 
have the hon«Jr to be, with high regard, your friend and 
obedient s.ervant, JAS. S. ROLLINS. 



.A. T COL Ul:11.rBI.A.-

1e University year, 1873- 4, opens w ith gr.::atly improved 
ts of instruction, on Monday, 15th of September. 

1e instructional force, (in number more than 30 in all 

rtments ) , is larger and more completely organized than 
before, and the library and apparatus have been greatly 

pved . 

:olhgc of £ithncc anh Jihrntur.e. 
nple provision is made for the hig hest order of inst ruc~ 

:n mathematics, in the classical a nd modern languages, 

e various branches of natura l science, in the English 
1age and all other subjects p urs ued in the best Ameri. 
olleges, 

b¥ct~a~'.!" ~.i:,~'!:'.::.~.:~t!:" 
• ) literary and scientific courses; and the s tudent is also 

itted t o enter upon selected studies as may be best 
:ed t o his objects in life. 

fil;cat{rcrs. 
le;re is a special course of training in the college of 

al inst ruction to qualify teachers, and t his course will 

conducted as greatly to improve teachers who can re

but a portion of the year. T eachers, male a nd female, 

specially invited to avail themselves of the ad vantages 

1 the University affords. The organization in this de-

1ent is more complete than h eretofore, and the m eans 

;truction a mple. 

~grimlt.urnl @:olLege. 
\C a gri c ultural and horticultura l courses arc rnost cf. 
1tl y 11,anagcd; n n. d s tudents c ntc ,-in g · upo n Lhc ,;: .., co u•·.,,.cs 

1\tining £i?{rool at !lolla. 
This school opens on Thursday, September 4th. It is 

conducted as a scientific school w ith special profess ional 
instruction in m ining and metallurgy. It is a school of the 

State University, and under the same general management . 

For specific information apply to D r. Charles P. \Vill
iams, Director, at R olla. 

jcmalt £itubmta. 
Women are admitted and invited t o the Univers ity upon 

the same terms as young men, The last session there were 

nineteen lady students in the horticultura l clas s ; one young 

lady graduated in the same full and severe course as re

quired of young men; one bore off the prize in Greek. The 

Curators, in offering the advantages of the University t o 

the citizens of the State, know no dis tinction of sex, and 

a t their late meeting with special regard to the fem ale stu

dents, made arran;-ements to secure two lady teachers, who, 
in addition to ample experience and the highest advantages 

of our country, have had the best advantages of Europe

one of them under the ablest masters in modern lan

guages- the other through the special favor of11r. Bancroft, 

our 1\-Iinister to Berlin, having enjoyed for the pas t two 

years the benefits of the celebrated University of Heidel
burg. 

Jfoes. 
The fee for any of the foregoing cour!:eS is but the en. 

trance fee of $1 0, and a contingent fee of $5, to be paid be• 
fore admission. 

@:olltgt of Jain. 
This department with three regular Professors and three 

l ecture r s on s pecial titles o t the I:-nv , ·with choice 'library, 
,uoot courts and l tL'\v.socicty, o i,c 11 s <>" l'Vro11day Oct.<..> J.,cr 6. 

school, as especially adapted to them in preparing tJ, 

the practical duties of the profession. Fee-$40 
session. 

:Blthital tolhgt. 
This school opens on the 15th day of September, 

so conducted as to afford opportunities of careful ai 

ture s tudy, with . the means of dissection under al 
anatomical demonstrator. The plan is that of the 
school of th e Virginia Univers ity. The session co 
during the ~ntire college year, and hasty a nd su 1 

study is avoided. Cost of instruction for the year, · 

imdytiml Qt{rcmistru. 
The means of in st ruct ion in analytical chemistr 

qualitative a nd quantitat ive, are not surpassed in th 
try. Those who wish to qualify themselves as s 

or professional chemists, may avail themselves 
g reat opportu nity, at the small additional charge of 
the matenal of analyses. 

~oar bing. 
I 

The price of board in fami lies ra nges from $3 1 

Additiona l cottages for boarding clubs have been el 

This system is not recommended as the best, nor at 
the very young and heedless. It has, however, provi 
invaluable aid to young men who otherwise could 1 

the want of means, attend the University at all. T l 
of club boarding is such a s the members of the clul 

it. It is in addition to a sma ll entrance, but $ r. 
week. The student finds his own bedding . Both ti 
duct and health of the s tudents in the clubs have bee: 
to those of other students . 

DANIEL REAI: 
::J '>----e, ~ic.""l, 
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