
TO THE .ELECTORS OF THE 

NINTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, 
OF THE 

STATE OF MISSOURI. 

FELLO\V,--CITIZENS :-Having, by force of public consid
_erations, consented to be a candidate for re-election to 
Congress, it is clue to you that I should make a frank 
avowal of the principles which will guide my action in our 
national councils, if you desire me 1to serve you in this 
crises of our national existence. Unable to make a thor
ough personal canvass, as it would be my pleasure to do, 
of every portion of the district, before the day of the elec
tion, I make no apology for addressing you through the 
medium of the press, in the confidence that what I say in 
candor will be candidly received. 

We have fallen, fellow-citizens, upon evil times. Two 
short years ago we were a prosperous people, in the en· 
joyment of social order, under the gen'tle rule and the pro
tection of the law, cultivating the arts qf peace, and in the 
secure enjoyment of all the results ·of a high arid steadily 
progressive civilization. And why, fellow-citizens, are we 
.not to-day in the enjoyment ofall this with the addit.ion 
which the two intervening years would have contributed 
to the grand total of national.and State well-being? Th,,ere 
is but one answer to be given. The constitutional appeal 
to the ballot has been violently pushed aside by an appeal 
to the bullet. The resort to law has given place to the 
resort to arms, and civil war is desolating our land. A rebel
lion, causeless in its, inception,and stupendous in its propor-

. tions is raising its paricidal hands against the government of 
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our Fathers, is madly shaking to its foundations the fabric 
of our national greatness, and dashing the confidence of 
the world in the prevalence and perpetuity of free institu
tions among men. 

It is not unknown to you, fellow-citizens, that I have 
steadily opposed the theory of secession during the whole 
of my political life; and I have seen nothing in its practi
cal exhibitions during the last two years in our unhappy 
country to abate my abhorance of it. In doctrine, it is a 
lie ; in eff<:ct, it is "evil, and only evil, and that continual
ly." I have accordingly met the rebellion with my sol
emn protest, in public and in private; and if my feeble . 
voice had been heard and heeded in our State councils, 
the distant din of the battle might, indeed, have fallen· 
painfully upon our ears, but its desolations would not have 
entered the borders of Missouri. 

And why should not :Missouri have thrown her entire 
weight into the bala;ce against this unnatural rebellion? 
Could she, a great State i.n the centre of the great Repub
lic, sure to have the benefits and the glories of the coun
try poured into her lap, rationally seek, · through dismem
berment, to .hem the border ofa feeble confederacy, found
ed on the doctrine of !;ecession, and to endure only till the 
next political fit should rend it _into fragments, and consign 
it to merited ignominy? What, for example, would be 
the fate of the great commercial emporium of onr State, 
contributing now so lat'gely to our wealth at home and our 
consideration abroad, when shorn of her markets by the 
amputation of our great rivers and the dismemberment of 
the great valley which she feeds and by whjch she is fed? 
Th,ere is, in truth, no substantial interest in our State, 
which would not be dwarfed in its dimensions, and dispar
aged in its significance, by the dismemberment of the Re
public. It is passing strange that a man can be found in 
Missouri to advocate a policy so suicidal in its necessary 
and manifest results. 

But aside from these considerations of interest, is nothing· 
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due to the ennobling sentiments of patriotism, of fidelity, 
of gratitude? I appeal to all these exalted sentiments, 
when I assert that ne_ver was constituted authority over 
men, administered more benignly than has been that of 
the government of the United States over the State of Mis
souri. With more than parental care she protected your 
infancy from the exposures and the dangers of frontier life 

till the gristle of youth might harden into the bone of man
hood. She admitted you into the family of States with 
all the rights and privileges of the orig inal members. She 
generously extended your borders by adding the Platte 
country to your already wide domain. She has laid the 
foundation, and furnished the means, to establish and 
build up a splendid system of common schools; a brim
ming resevoir of living waters, where every son and daugh
ter of the State may drink in copious-drafts of knowledge, 
"without money and without price." She has richly en
dowed your higher institutions of learning, affording a 

generous culture to the ripened intellect of the State. She 
has aided in building up your benevolent policies and fos
tering your charitable establishments, demanded by our 
christian civilization for the benefit of the unfortunate of 
our race. Sh~ has laid her powerful, harn;l on your great 
rivers, and commerce in mightier volume? courses in safety 

through these natural arteries of trade. She has founded 

your magnificent system of public works by princely 
grants of the national domain, without which the whistle 
of the locomotive would hardly have been heard in our 
State. She has granted millions of acres of swamp lands, 
for general beneficent uses, in development of our physi
cal resources br in further aid of our public establishments 
of education and benevolence. Even in the midst of this 
unnatural warfare waged against our national life,overlook
ing the disloyalty which has distemJJei.:ed so many of our 
citizens, she has just granted 400,000 acres of land, lying 
beyond the borders of the State to endow Agricultural Col
leges for the benefit of this your great industrial interest 
·from generation to generation. In addition to all these 
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acts of beneficent administration towards you and your 
children, she, at the last Congressional Session, gave you 
a crowning demonstration of her firm resolve never to give 
up Missouri, in that she has adopted the central track for 
inter-oceanic communication,traversing your State from its 
eastern to its western border, uniting you forever to her 

bosom by bands of iron. Thus th e Pacific Railroad-the 
enterprise of the age in which we live-the great prize, so 
long an object of interest and contest with many Stat'es, is 
destined to pour a continued stream of wealth into your 
lap, making the commerce of our own country and of the 
world tributary to the greatness of Missouri. It is not ir
relevant to the purpose of this address for me to say that . 
the bill for the construction of the Pacific Rail
road was introduced by myself, and with some modifica
tions proposed in committee, in most of which I concur
red, was passed after~ severe struggle, over all opposition. 
How keenly should we disrelish the diminution or with
drawal of the mail service of the country, bringing to the 
door of every citizen, daily, news of the sayings and do
ings of men throughout the habi1:able globe, subserving 
the interests of friendship, of business, of science, of civili
zation; coming to us like. tho,:e blessings of heaven, for 
which we cease to be grateful, for the largness of the 
bounty? How few of us reflect that this mail service is 
done for the State of Missouri, by the Government of the 
United States, at fl cost to the national treasury of$500,ooo 
per annum over and above the receipts of postage ? What 
cheek does not mantle with shame to use and enjoy this 
daily bounty of the Government with a disloyal heart? 

vVhile this stream of beneficence has been poured upon 
us from the ever-willing and heretofore overflowing treas
ury of the country, no direct tax has ever been paid to the 
Federal Government by any citizen of the State ; we have 
been fully represented, amply protected, and have shared 
in the good name which our Government has won for us 
abroad, as one of the foremost powers of all the earth. 

Nor is this all. No man can point to a law on the stat
ute book of the gen~ral Government calculated to oppress 
our citizens, to endanger any of our interests. On the 
contrary, all its legislation has tended to elevate our people, 
to develop our resources, to strengthen and invigorate our 
growth. 

Such, fellow-citizens, are some of the beneficent fruits 
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which have been secured to us, by our connections with 
the General Government, as one of the States of the 
American Union. And is there a man in Missouri who 
asks me to raise my arm to destroy this Government and 
to break up this UniJn? For one I cannot, I will not, 
lend any aid to such a strange work as this. On the con
trary, holding, as I do, the duties of protection and allegi
ance to be reciprocal, I am bound by every obligation of 
honor and of duty as a citizen to vindicate its authority, 
and maintain its supremacy; and if need be, to spend the 
last dollar, and shed the last drop of blood, in securing 
these objects. 

The authority of the Government must be maintained; 
the integrity of the country vindicated, and the Union pre
served against all assailants. The war was brought upon 

-the country by those in rebellion. Rebellion is war. Every 
ordinal'\ce of secession was a declaration of war, denounc
ing a forcible dislodgmont of the authority of the Govern
ment. Every seizure of a fortification, every capture of a 
Government vessel, every occupation of a custom house, 
every robbery of an arsenal, every plunder of a mint, every 
confiscation of loyal property, was an act of war. The at
tack on Sumter was but the last feather that broke the 
endurance of the country, and demonstrated the necessity 
of meeting the issue of force thus unequivocally tendered. 
In this issue, the insurgents are the war party. The party 
of peace is the Government and those who s'ustain it, seek-

' ing by arms (the only means left to it) the restoration of 
the pe'aceful reign of law. The spear is entwined by the 
olive branch, and I see hope for the termination of this 
war, when those who commenced it shall lay down their 
an;ns, return to their allegiance and do their duty under 
the Constitution. On these terms, worthy of all acceptation, 
peace may be restored in a day. Those who continue the 
rebellion continue the war, and on them must rest the res
ponsibility before God and man. 

At the special session of Congress in July, 1861, the 
the following resolution, introduced by the venerable and 
patriotic Crittenden of Kentucky was voted for by every 
member of the House of Representatives present, except 
Potter of Wisconsin and Burnet of Kentucky, the former 
an abolitionist and the latter a secessionist now a member 
of the rebel Congress. The .resolution is as follows : 

"That this war is not waged on our part in any spirit of op
pressian, nor for any purpose of conquest or subjugation, nor 
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purpose of overthrowing or.interfering with the rights and 
established institutions of those States, bnt to defend and 
maintain the supremacy of the Constitution and to preserve 
the Union, with all the dignity, equality, and rightR of the sev
eral States unimpaired, and that as soon as these objects are 
accomplished the war ought to cease." ' 

I voted for this resolution. I approved of it then ; I ap
prove of it now. It was in harmony with the tone of all the 
messages which had been sent to Cong-rcss by the Presi
dent of the United States up to that time, and was approv
ed by him. Afterwards, and during the last session of 
Congress, I voted for all those measures which were calcu
lated to suppress the insurrection, increase the energies 
and strengthen the arm of the Government. If re-elected, 
I shall continue to do so-firmly convinced as I am, that 
there is no hope for the success of free Government on 
this continent, if the experiment we are now making fails. 
The paramount object is to save this Government and the 
Constitution of the United Statss. For these grand and 
benificent objects,and for these alone, ought this war to be 
prosecuted; and as these objects justify the assumption of 
arms, whatever stands in the way of reaching these objects 
ought to give place-for without Government and nation
ality, all else would be worthless, to ourselves and our 
posterity. 

In a speech delivered by me in Congress, on the 24th 
day of April last, which was extensively circulated, I used_ 
the following hrnguage : 

"My motto is, 'save the nation n,t any cost;' bnt believing as 
I do that the Constitution affords ns the amplest power to do 
this, I am nttcdy opposed to it.s violation. Let it not be sn,id, 
either, that I am governed by any purpose to shield and pro
tect n,nv interest which comes in contact with the sc~fety of 
the Repnbl£r, and the integrity of the Union. In regard to Af
rican slavery, I valne far higher the pcrmancucy of the Gov
crnmentllnd the prescryation of the Constitntion-for these 
arc essential to our own liberties-thn,11 I (lo any (lnestion con
ncded with the frcc1lom or slavery of this inferior race of 
IYICII." 

These are my opinions to-day ; and it lies in my way 
to examine, in their light, the recent proclamation of the 
President of the United Stotes, looking to the emancipa
tion of slaves, in certain revolted districts, to be hereafter 
specified on the contingency of their persevering in the re
bellion. The proclamation proceeds upon the principle, 
that, to suppress the insurrection by withdrawing that 
which feeds it, is strictly within the war power, and there
fore constitutional. \Vithout discussing the abstract prop-
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osition, I apprehend that the conduct of a statesman should 
be controlled by the practical elements which are involved 
in questions of public policy. I cannot agree with Mr. 
Lincoln in the expediency or necessity of so extreme a 
measure as this. Neither do I believe that it will be jus
tified by the results. I do not think it will strengthen the 
Government. It is calculated to create distrust and divis
ion in the ranks of the great Union army. It is sure to 
intensify the feeling of opposition in the revolted , States. 
If carried out, it will do injustice to the great body of Un
ion men in that quarter, who are ready to rise and strike 
a blow for the Government, when the day of their deliver
ance shall come. It may lead to servile insurrection; to 
scenes of cruelty and horror, involving the innocent with 
the guilty,the strong with the defenceless in indiscriminate 
ruin. Its action would be at war with the spirit of the age 
in which we live, and with those noble principles of en
lightened civilization, which form the corner stone of our 
beautiful fabric of Government. Let us shun these ex
treme policies. Our Government is yet strong in all the 
elements and material of war, and, with an abounding pa
triotism in the hearts of the . people all over the country, 
North and South, is amply able to overthrow this wicked 
attempt on the national life. 

It may be said, however, in justice to the President, that 
by staying the execution of the proclamation for three .full 
months, he has demonstrated his willingness to preserve 
the country, without the destruction of slavery; and has 
fairly thrown the responsibility of saving the irrstitution on 

. those who. are in arms against their country. A simple 
return to duty, before the first of January, will render the 
proclamation inoperative. I dismiss this topic with an ad
ditional suggestion, which I commend to the attention of 
the American people. The force of the proclamation, as a 
war measure, will be spent dtlring the war. When the 
civil power shall be restored, by the success of patriotic 
arms, the status of the "contraband" will be purely a judi
-cial question, to be determined by the Constitution and 
the laws. The word "forever" in the proclamation, is 
breath, and nothing more. 

And now, fellow-citizens, if you choose to make me 
your representative in the 38th Congress, I shall continue, 
as heretofore, to labor for the promotion of the best inter
ests of the people of the State of Missouri. No public 
measure calculated to advance these will fail to receive my 
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earnest and unqualified support. Long identified with tJ\e 
people of the State, and knowing no other home, I feel 
that your interest is my interest ; and for weal or for woe, I 
mean to share with you a common destiny. 

In the councils of the nation, I shall co-operate with, 
and be guided by, the enlightened views and patriotic pur
poses of such men as the noble Crittenden of Kentucky, 
and that far seeing Republican statesmen, Judge Thomas, 
of Massachusetts ;-feeling, as I do, that with such expe
rienced counsellors by my side, and in the light of their 
patriotic example, I cannot greatly err in the service of 
my country, in this its hour of agony, of peril, and of 
gloom. No man may question my devotion to the Fed
eral Union. It is the political Divinity which I have wor
shipped from my infancy ; and my heart sickens within 
me to see the demon of disunion, "the abomination of des
olation standing in the holy place." If 

"l<~reedom shrieked when Kosciusko fell," 
how must the heart of Liberty and Humanity be wrung 
when the funeral pall shall be spread OVER THE.GREAT 
REPUBLIC? But, my eye pierces the gloom ! 

"Sail on, oh Ship of State!-
Sail on, oh Union, ~trong a11<l great, 
Humanity, with all its cares, 
With all its hopes of future years, 
Is, hanging breathless, on thy fate." 

Let us be true to our Goel-appointed mission ! Let the 
men of this generation prove themselves equal to the emer
gency by vindicating the integrity of our country, by pre
serving and handing down to our posterity, the priceless 
inheritance of popular government, bequeathed to us by 
patriotic sires. Your Fellow-Citizen, 

JAMES S. ROLLINS. 
Columbia, Oct. 27th, 1862. 
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