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Chancellor Deaton receives honorary doctorate from Thailand university

HONOR: Delegates from Khon Kaen University presented Chancellor Deaton with an honorary degree Feb. 23. Photo by
Nicholas Benner

KHON KAEN UNIVERSITY

Deaton taught agriculture in Thailand in the early 1960s

Wearing a Thai gown trimmed with bright stripes, Chancellor Brady J. Deaton accepted an honorary degree from Khon Kaen
University Feb. 23 during a ceremony in the Great Room of the Reynolds Alumni Center.

Deaton is the Thailand university’s first recipient of an honorary doctorate in public administration, majoring in public affairs
management.

After thanking the five-person delegation in their native tongue, Deaton switched to English to explain his personal and
professional connection to Thailand.

In 1962, Deaton was a young Peace Corps volunteer teaching at a vocational agricultural school in northern Thailand. During his
two years in the country, he grew to respect the people, their culture and their emphasis on education.

On return visits to Thailand over the years, Deaton observed how the country’s growing economy raised the quality of life for its
citizens. He said the country’s commitment to education helped spur economic growth.

“There was a vision in education,” he said, that helped give today’s 65 million Thais a better standard of living than they had in
the 1960s.

Deaton contrasted the commitment to education in Thailand and America, where state higher-education budget cuts, including
Missouri’s, have resulted in public colleges and universities pulling back on some education programs.

As Southeast Asia moves forward in education, Deaton said, America is going backward.
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Some delegates from Khon Kaen also spoke at the ceremony.

Denpong Soodphakdee, vice president of academic and information technology affairs at Khon Kaen University, talked of
Deaton’s administrative assistance in Thailand and other Southeast Asian countries. Deaton offered expertise on the 1997 Asian
economic crash and after the 2004 tsunami that struck Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India and Thailand.

“You have devoted your life to public service as a volunteer, professor and administrator of educational and public institutions,”
Soodphakdee said.

Mizzou alumnus Peerasit Kamnuansilpa, adviser to the dean for research and international affairs at the Thailand university, told
Deaton that the honorary degree is only “a small reflection of your many contributions to Thailand.”

He finished by telling Deaton, “You are now a KKU alumnus.”
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UM System funding helps biotechnology firms take root in Columbia

SEED MONEY

Use of university funding keeps jobs in mid-Missouri

In the face of proposed budget cuts, the University of Missouri System is taking a do-it-yourself approach to statewide economic
recovery.

 Buoying both the economy and the academy, the UM System’s Enterprise Investment Program, a funding source for Missouri
high-tech startup companies, is contributing to two new ventures conceived at Mizzou.

System leaders have announced monetary awards for two Columbia companies founded by MU researchers: up to $400,000 for
HLB Horizons, a nanotechnology company that manufactures chemical compounds used in semiconductors and rechargeable
batteries; and up to $200,000 for EternoGen, a medical-device company that produces a long-lasting biological collagen scaffold
used as a soft-tissue filler. The investment program also helped procure for EternoGen an additional $300,000 from outside
investors.

At a Feb. 23 announcement ceremony in the Life Science Business Incubator at Monsanto Place, Chancellor Brady Deaton said,
“In spite of the challenge of our budget and state funding, you cannot look at this enterprise without being just terribly optimistic
about the future.”

Acting locally

Both companies remain rooted in Columbia.

HLB Horizons grew out of MU’s International Institute for Nano and Molecular Medicine, a state-of-the-art nanotechnology facility
directed by Fred Hawthorne, a National Academy of Sciences member. EternoGen, now located at MU’s Life Science Incubator,
originated with the MU Biodesign and Innovation Program, a collaboration joining  the School of Medicine and College of
Engineering.

HLB President and CEO Mark Lee said venture capital firms wanted to provide funding but that accepting the offers would mean
manufacturing the products abroad.

“Invariably if we were to pursue traditional startup funding routes, this technology would be commercialized offshore, almost
certainly not in mid-Missouri,” said Lee, an assistant professor of chemistry, who founded HLB with Hawthorne and chemist
Satish Jalisatgi.

EternoGen CEO Luis Jimenez, a Crosby MBA program graduate, said his firm is a direct product of the multidisciplinary
collaborative opportunities Mizzou offers.

“It takes a team with multifunctional skills to achieve this objective,” Jimenez said. He leads EternoGen with Chief Operations
Officer Ron Bassuner, a geneticist, and Chief Scientific Officer Rebecca Rone, an MU engineering alumna.

Thinking globally

The effects of fledgling businesses are expected to extend beyond Missouri — and beyond dollars and cents. The technologies
have applications in human health, energy consumption and environmental safety, and have the potential to elevate the quality of
life for people around the world.

----
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 HLB Horizons has developed a safer, cheaper, more environmentally responsible way to produce chemical compounds
containing boron. HLB’s chemical compounds currently can be used for manufacturing semiconductors and large-scale lithium
batteries. Potential future applications include national defense and multiple medical uses, such as cancer treatment.

Already entering the medical market, EternoGen uses nanotechnology and protein engineering to make its collagen skin filler.
The dermatological reconstructive product is being tested for use in burn treatment, combat wound treatment and orthopaedic
reconstruction, as well as cosmetic applications.

Plans for HLB Horizons and EternoGen were among 16 proposals submitted to EIP’s review board for funding consideration
more than a year ago. Applications will be accepted for the next round of funding beginning today.

UM System President Tim Wolfe said he expects the startups to “blossom into billion-dollar enterprises” and generate 175 jobs in
mid-Missouri over the next five years.

“It is a clear path toward the creation of jobs,” Wolfe said.

— Karen Pojmann
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Domestic partner benefits subject of Staff Council meeting

STAFF ADVISORY COUNCIL

Faculty Council representative extolls partner benefits

Leona Rubin, Faculty Council representative, asked the Staff Advisory Council Feb. 23 to support domestic partner benefits at
the university. 

“Our nondiscrimination clause says we don’t discriminate on the basis of sexual orientation, and yet we do,” said Rubin, an
associate professor of veterinary medicine. “But it’s a difficult issue. If you have strong religious convictions, it’s conflicting.”

Rubin told council members about the plight of a University Hospital nurse and her partner, who was pregnant but without health
insurance. The nurse’s MU health coverage wouldn’t cover her partner’s medical costs.

Support for the benefits was unanimous at the meeting. But many council members also asked that a survey be conducted
among staff to better represent the staff voice. 

Council members also wanted a stronger definition of “domestic partners.”

The domestic partner benefits would not include heterosexual couples, Rubin said, because these couples already receive
benefits at the state and federal levels. The projected cost for covering domestic partner benefits would be less than 1 percent of
the UM System’s budget, Rubin said.

In a human resources survey taken at the university two years ago, half of respondents favored implementing domestic
partnership benefits, Rubin said. Mizzou is one of five schools in the 61-strong Association of American Universities that does not
provide domestic partner benefits, Rubin said. The University of Texas, Texas A&M and the University of Kansas cannot provide
benefits because Texas and Kansas legislators have outlawed them.

“We have people who think we are very backward and conservative in our approach,” Rubin said. 

Other schools in the mid-Missouri region, including Stephens College, Westminster University and William Woods University,
provide benefits.

UM System President Tim Wolfe has said the Board of Curators needs to make a decision on the issue by the end of the year. —
Trevor Eischen
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Chancellor talks of possible position cuts at Mizzou

FACULTY COUNCIL

Deaton also talked about student drinking and the MU business model

Chancellor Brady Deaton was the guest speaker at the Faculty Council meeting Feb. 23 in Memorial Union.

Deaton took questions from faculty members on possible layoffs due to state budget cuts, excessive student alcohol
consumption and the university’s business model for future growth.

Regarding job cuts, Deaton said Mizzou can expect around 50 position eliminations, most being open positions that will not be
filled. He didn’t offer anything concrete on which departments might receive cuts, other than mentioning MU Extension.

Deaton encouraged faculty to consider keeping a full day of classes on Friday, citing studies that show students consume less
alcohol Friday night when they’ve spent the day in classes.

“This is not a frivolous matter,” Deaton said. “We can do a lot to help our students. Take a look at [adding] Friday classes. It will
save lives.”

Finally, Deaton spoke of MU’s changing business model that, he said, “reforms the fundamental financial basis of the university.”

The model depends less on state funding and more on financing through such things as licensing agreements and private
donations. “It looks more like a private university regarding funding,” Deaton said.              
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Education Week begins March 5

The College of Education will celebrate its annual Education Week March 5–10. The event features speakers, activities and
events centered on important issues facing today’s educators. Events are free and open to the public.

Here are the highlights: 

• March 6:  Author and educator Annette Breaux will share practical techniques for effective classroom management. The
keynote presentation begins at 

7 p.m. in Stotler Lounge in Memorial Union.

• March 7: Deborah Hanuscin, an associate professor of science and physics, will discuss the importance of mentorship. 

The event is at 7 p.m. in Memorial Union’s Stotler Lounge.

• March 8: The College of Education Ambassadors will host a panel discussion called “Do YOU Have What It Takes?” at 7 p.m. in
Memorial Union’s Stotler Lounge. Speakers are Columbia public schools officials.

• March 10: Kappa Delta Pi, the College of Education’s honor society, will host a 5K run beginning at 10 a.m. at  Townsend Hall.
Proceeds from the event will benefit the Columbia Housing Authority’s “Moving Ahead Program.” Register the morning of the
event starting at 9 a.m. or by email at mizzoukdp@gmail.com.

Food items will be collected in the Townsend Hall lobby for the Buddy Pack Food Drive to benefit the Central Missouri Food
Bank.
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True/False Film Fest returns to Columbia

FESTIVAL NOW IN NINTH YEAR

Jesse Auditorium to host 10 films

When the True/False Film Fest rolls into Columbia today, movie buffs from near and far will come out for the opportunity to view a
slew of renowned independent documentary films. The festival, now in its ninth year, runs through Sunday.

Paul Sturtz and David Wilson, who started Ragtag Cinema with Columbia-area film connoisseurs, co-founded the festival. The
films come directly from Sundance, Toronto and other film festivals. Some lucky viewers might even experience a flick before its
official premiere.

Due to scheduling conflicts, the Stephens College venues for films have been moved to Jesse Auditorium and Missouri United
Methodist Church, called The Picturehouse for the event.

Jesse Auditorium will host 10 films. The auditorium has 1,732 seats, the most of the festival’s venues.

“We are thrilled to be playing such a large part in the festival,” said John Murray, Jesse Hall coordinator for special projects and
events.

Other screenings will be at the Blue Note, the Box Office (at former location of the Pasta Factory), Forrest Theater at the Tiger
Hotel, the Globe Theater at the First Presbyterian Church, the Missouri Theatre, the Odd Fellows Lodge and, of course, Ragtag
Cinema.

App-savvy movie fans will find weekend scheduling easier with the True/False Film app. The app includes movie schedules, film
descriptions and other True/False news.

For more information on the festival, visit truefalse.org. To download the app, visit truefalse.org/program/iphone.

— Trevor Eischen
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Wallace appointed interim vice chancellor for development and alumni relations

EMERITUS: Richard Wallace joined Mizzou in 1966 as an economics professor. Photo by Nicholas Benner

INTERIM VICE CHANCELLOR

Wallace was MU chancellor from 1997 to 2004

Chancellor Emeritus Richard Wallace will serve as interim vice chancellor for development and alumni relations starting today.

Wallace was MU chancellor from 1997 to 2004, when Brady Deaton became chancellor.

“He brings a wealth of administration and leadership experience and capital experience,” Deaton said. “I extend my heartiest
gratitude and appreciation to him for his tireless service to the institution.”

Wallace joined the MU faculty in 1966 as an economics professor. His first administrative appointment was as chair of
economics. He later served in many regular and interim administrative roles at MU and the University of Missouri System. He
was MU interim chancellor in 1996.

http://www.missouri.edu/
http://www.missouri.edu/
https://mizzouweekly.missouri.edu/index.php.html


While chancellor, Wallace represented the university in several national organizations, including the Association of American
Universities, the Missouri Council on Public Higher Education, the Board of Directors of the Big 12 Conference and the Board of
Directors of the Donald Danforth Plant Science Center.

MU plans to name a permanent vice chancellor for development and alumni relations soon, Deaton said.
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Content creation group to host inaugural meeting

The Campus Content Creators Group will have its inaugural meeting

10 a.m. to noon on March 13 in Room N214–215 Memorial Union.

The group is open to Mizzou communications professionals working as writers, editors, photographers, designers and
videographers for print and electronic publications. 

Presentations and free-form discussion will be the general itinerary of the meetings.

The group plans to meet monthly to discuss the creative process and special projects.

For more information, call Karen Pojmann in Web Communications at 884-2388.
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Get fit with a MizzouRec personal trainer

MizzouRec’s personal training program is offering a package for this month.

Packages begin at $249 for eight sessions.

The personal training program includes individual workout rooms and access to the cardio equipment at the Student Recreation
Complex. 

For more information, call MizzouRec at 884-6555.
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CAFNR staffers earn administrator designations

Two staffers in the College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Sciences recently earned the designation of certified research
administrator from the Research Administrators Certification Council.

The staffers are Liz Bent, a grants and contracts specialist in business services, and Debbie Lingle, grants and contracts
specialist in plant sciences.

“This certification is a great benefit to the college,” said Evelyn Lindell, administrative manager of business services. “Liz and
Debbie provide a high level of expertise to all CAFNR faculty and sponsored programs professionals.”

Bent and Lingle’s certification means Mizzou now has five certified research administrators, Lindell said.
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MU food symposium coming this month

Everything you wanted to know about food and what it does to your body will be explored March 16–18 at Food Sense, the
eighth annual MU Life Sciences and Society Symposium.

The symposium, which is free and open to everyone, investigates how biological triggers, cultural norms, economic activity and
social surroundings shape our taste in food. It will examine how individuals, communities and societies can make healthy choices
about food.

Among the speakers are university professors and owners of local health food businesses. The keynote speaker is Brian
Wansink, director of the Cornell Food and Brand Lab at Cornell University, and author of Mindless Eating: Why We Eat More
Than We Think.

Talks and sessions will be held in the Anheuser-Busch Natural Resources Building and the Bond Life Sciences Center.

To register and for the complete speaker itinerary, visit lssp.missouri.edu/foodsense and click on the schedule and register tabs.
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