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Celebrate! New Name in Music 

Recent achievements in music 
at MU have warranted a special 
edition of this newsletter. The 
department is celebrating a title 
change, national student com
petition honors, international 
performance tours and a covet
ed faculty award. 

Chancellor Richard 
Wallace announced in March 
that MU's Department of 
Music has been elevated to a 
School of Music, affecting the 
unit's 34 full-time faculty mem
bers and its student body. 

Richard Schwartz, dean of 
the College of Arts _and 

Science, says' the proposal for a 
name change was based on the 
accomplishments of faculty and 
students, and the breadth and · 
depth of the programs. 

"We compared ourselves . 
with leading schools of music 
iri the country, and by every 
measure our colleagues' and 
their students' accomplish
ments more than justified this 
step," Schwartz said. 

Melvin Platt, director of 
the new School of Music, says 
the change of name recognizes 

. the prominent role that MU 
plays in the field of music and 

is National' Vocal Winner 

MU has a national singing 
champion, and tenor Neal E. 
Boyd of Sikeston, Mo., is one 
step closer to his dream of an 
opera career. Boyd, a lyric 
tenor, captured first place at the 
National Collegiate Artist 
Voice Competition of the 
Music Teachers National 
Association in Minneapolis in 
late March. 

Boyd sang a 40-minute 
program with 12 selections 
that ranged from operatic arias 
to American art songs. His 
voice teacher and mentor, 
Associate Professor Ann 

University of Missouri-Columbia 

Harrell, was in the audience, 
and Professor Janice Wenger 
served as his pianist. 

"There's not been a better 
moment in my life," Boyd says 
of the national win. "You.want 
something so badly and work 
so hard. I spent a lot of hours 
in the practice room." 

Boyd says he was "petri
fied" at being in his first · 
national competition. He previ
ously competed in state and 
division levels and won those 
on two occasions. MU has had 
one other MTNA national 
(Continues on Page 3) 

music education. 
"We want to be among the 

best," Platt says. "Graduating 
from the School of Music will 
enhance the value of MU music 
degrees in the eyes of music fac
ulty at ·other universities and 
those who empioy our students." 

School of Music faculty 
· members have achieved national 
and international recognition 
through their research, composi
tions, published books and arti
cles, perf~rmances and presenta
tions for professional societies. 

Senior Neal Boyd will present 
his winning vocal program in 
Whitmore Recital Hall at a 
date to be announced. He will 
sing all 12 selections from the 
40-minute program. 
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Surprise Award Keys Up 25.0 Students 
Associate Professor Michael 
Budds was forced to extempo
rize during his Jazz, Pop and 
Rock class on April 14 when he 

"The most compelling 
experienced a 
surprise visit 
from Chancellor 
Richard Wallace 
and others. The 

aspect of teaching for me 

is knowing that I can 

affect the qualify of the 

lives of my students in a 

most positive way through 

musical knowledge and 

entourage, 
including media, 
burst into his lec
ture hall to pres
ent Budds with a 
William T 
Kemper experience:• 
Fellowship for 

-Michael Budds Teaching 
Excellence. 

Budds' 250 students reacted 
with a standing ovation on wit
nessing the event and a chorus 
of "Ooooooh" after hearing that 
he will receive $10,000 in cash 
for his achievement. 
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"As I remind 
, my students, I am 
no longer young 
and idealistic; I 
am middle-aged 
and idealistic," 
Budds says about 
winning the 
award. 
"Receiving the 
Kemper 
Fellowship at this 
stage in my 
career 1s 1cmg on 
the cake and 
encourages me to 
continue my life
long love affair 
with music and 
teaching about its 

Musicologist Michael Budds 
is honored for teaching 
excellence that creates a 
captivating classroom expe
rience. He has taught at 
MU since 1982. 

tial elements 
immediately. He 
then expands on 
those basic con
cepts and brings 
the learner to a 
new level of 
understanding 
within a very 
short period of 
time. That abili
ty is the essence 
of good teach
ing." 

Budds holds 
a doctoral 
degree in musi
cology from the 
University of 

history." 
Professor David Rayl, a 

1996 Kemper Award winner, 
says Budds is the finest class
room teacher he has encoun
tered in 20 years of college and 
university teaching. 

- "Not only is he extraordi-
narily knowledgeable about all 
types of music_," Rayl says, "he 
has boundless energy and 
enthusiasm for his subject and 
for the art of teaching, and he 
weaves these qualities into a 
captivating classroom 
demeanor." 

Students learn about music 
in layers from Budds. Melvin 
Platt, director of the music 
school, explains: "Professor 
Budds has a unique ability to 
describe complex ideas in sim
ple everyday terms so that peo
ple are able to grasp the essen-

Iowa. He is a 
1996 recipient of a Faculty
Alumni Award from the MU 
Alumni Association and .a 1995 
winner of a Purple Chalk 
Award from A&S Student 
Government. 

Other School of Music fac
ulty holding Kemper Awards 
are Professor Nathaniel 
Brickens in 1998 and Professor 
Wendy Sims in 1993. 

The Kemper Fellowships 
were created in 1991 with a 
$500,000 gift from the William 
T Kemper Foundation to honor 
10 outstanding MU teachers 
each year for five consecutive 
years. In 1995, the foundation 
extended the program into the 
year 2000 with another 
$500,000 gift. Kemper, a 1926 
MU graduate, was a well-known 
civic leader in Kansas City until 
his death in 1989. 
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(Boyd, continued) 
vocal winner, Timothy C. 

played the role of Ferrando in 
MU's Show-Me Opera spring 
production of Casi fan tutte and 
expects to hold roles in the fall 
2000 and spring 2001 operas. 

Bentch, BM '85. 
Immediately after learning 

Boyd had won the competition, 
Harrell, Boyd and Wenger cried Future plans for Boyd 
a bit, then Boyd 
phoned his moth- "The warmth is 
er, who had first 
interested him in 
music. 

what sets him 

apart. When he 

sings, one of the 

best things is 

watching him. The 

love of it just pours 

out of him:• 

include graduate 
school after he 
receives his bach
elor's degree in 
May 2001. He 
selected MU for 
his undergraduate 
work after hearing 
students who were 
studying with 
Harrell. 

"Ann Harrell 

Harrell describes Boyd's 
voice as one of great beauty. "It 
is of good size and yet pretty, a 
fairly large voice that still has a 
sweet lyrical quality to it," she 
says. "The warmth is what sets 
him apart. When he sings, one 
of the best things is watching 
him. The love of it just pours 
out of him." 

Harrell says she had heard 
him perform two or three times 
before he transferred to MU. 
"When I heard he was going to 
transfer here and wanted to 
study with me, I was thrilled." 

Music may be Boyd's pas
sion, but he is also the epitome 
of an arts and science student 
with a variety of interests. 

Boyd's three 
favorite selections 
from the program 
were "Ingemisco," 
an aria from 
Verdi's Requiem, 
Donizetti's "Una 
furtiva lagrima" 
and "When I Have 
Sung My Songs," 
an American art song by Ernest 
Charles. 

is the most won
- Ann Harrell derful professor 

when it comes to 
pulling out the best in her stu

Boyd will present a solo 
recital, which will include the 
competition selections, in 
Whitmore Recital Hall at a date 

. dents, solidifying their tech
nique and helping bring out 
their self esteem," Boyd says. 
"She lets you know that the lim
its you think you have are pretty 
much in your head." to be announced soon. He 

"In the future I want to sing 
for some of the major opera 
companies. When that's done, I 
hope to run for Congress," he 
says. "You can't sing your whole 
life. My second talent is proba
bly speech writing or public 
speaking, then political science." 

Appearing Internationally 
The University Singers departed May 14 for 
scheduled performances in Sorrento, Rome, 
Florence, Venice and Bergamo, Italy. This tour 
follows a two-week concert tour of England 
and France in 1998. The 45-member group 
was the only American choir to gain entrance 
into one of Europe's most prestigious choral 
competitions, the annual Florilege Vocal de 
Tours in Tours, France. 

The Symphonic Wind Ensemble performed 
at the Sidney, Australia, Opera House and 
other historic venues around the Sydney 
Harbour area in a 14-day trip in January 
2000. Members participated in the 
Australian National Young Conductors 
Leadership and Conducting Program. 

Faculty members regularly perform and con
duct at national and international venues. At 
least 15 faculty performers appeared profes
siona·lly outside the United States during the 
past six years . 

MU's composers, performers and conductors 
have impressive credentials. Several com
posers have a distinguished list of original 
music compositions that have been commis
sioned and performed. 

Two faculty performing groups-the 
Esterhazy Quartet, a string group, and the 
Missouri Quintet, a woodwind group-are 
known for their compact disc recordings of 
new compositions. 

www. missouri. edul ~caswww 
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MU Student C.omposer 
Among Nation's Best 
Bradley Johnston of Pacific, 
Mo., was ·a self-taught musi
cian who could barely read 
music when he showed up at 
Professor Thomas 
McKenney's office door. This 
spring, Johnston's original 

composition for 
string chamber 
orchestra and two 
horns is a national 
finalist in the 
MTNA National 
Collegiate Artist 
Composition 
Competition. 

The judges 
chose Cauldron, a 
tone poem written 
as a commission for 
a Halloween con
cert, as one of 
seven national 
finalists in what is 
known as a difficult 
competition. 

Cauldron won Missouri's com
petition and a seven-state divi
sion competition to advance to 
the finals. The previous year, 
Johnston's piano quintet Sky 
Chase took first place at state 
and placed second in regional 
competition. 

Johnston credits a great 
part of his success to 
McKenney, his mentor, who 
disregarded Johnston's lack of 
experience, gave him an 
opportunity to learn compo
sition and helped him ac.quire _ 
the background. 

"He had me over to his · 
house, and he didn't even 
know me," Johnston says. 
"He's the one who suggested 
I write bigger pieces and 
enter competitions. I owe 
him a lot." 

Theatre Sound Design 
McKenney, in tum, enjoys 
seeing the success of his stu
dent. Johnston w~rks with 
MU theatre and film produc
tions as a composer and sound 
designer. In 1998, he won a 
Rhynsburger-Award for best 
sound design at MU for the 
play Diviners. 

"We've always taken pride 
in teaching students who 
come from a varied back
ground," McKenney says of 
mentoring a student without 
much experience to a national 
competition level. "Brad had 
an outstanding piano peda-
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Senior Bradley Johnston is ranked 
among the top ·collegiate composers, 
earning one of seven finalist posi
tions in national competition. 

gogue and good academic 
training that combined to 
make him blossom. It's a col
lective effort." 

Johnston continues work
ing on his composition portfo
lio for graduate school. He is 
composing an orchestral 
lament in memory of his piano 
teacher, the late Jane Allen, and 
will graduate in August with a 
bachelor's degree in music 
composition. 

And McKenney, who has 
had three national winners in 
composition, sees fine poten
tial among the next group of 
composition students. 
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