
University of Missouri system 

Curators' 
professor 
named 

Yudell L. Luke, a UMKC 
professor of mathematics and lecturer 
in the School of Medicine, has been 
appointed as a curators' professor. 

Prof. Luke is one of two UM 
faculty members to be selected for the 
distinction. The other two honorees are 
Norton Long, UMSL professor of 
political science and Howard C. 
Hopps , a UMC professor of pathology. 

Curators' professorships are 
awarded on the basis of distinguished 
research and creative activities. Prof. 
Luke is the author of five books. 

Many agencies including the 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, the National Science 
Foundation and the National Bureau of 
Standards have sponsored Prof. Luke's 
research. 

Yudell L. Luke 

Prof. Luke won the N.T. Veatch 
Award at UMKC in 1975. The award 
is one of the campus' highest academic 
honors. He received a B.S. degree with 
highest honors in mathematics from the 
University of Illinois in 1939. He earned 
a M.S. from the same institution. 

UM reactors' safety records 
result in premium refund 

Safety pays-sometimes in dollars 
and cents. 

At UM's two nuclear reactors , 
safety recently paid to the tune of more 
than $8,000 as two insurance premium 
checks were refunded due to the safety 
records at the reactors and within the 
nuclear industry as a whole. 

"Our record is impeccable ," said 
Don Alger , associate director at the 
Research Reactor in Columbia. "We 
haven't had an accident since we began 
operating in 1966." 

R. L. Jones, senior reactor 
operator at Rolla, also boasts of a 
perfect record in the nearly 18 years 
the Rolla reactor has been operating. 

"As far as I know, we haven't had 
an accident claim of any kind filled 
out," he said. 

The recent refunds-more than 
$6,000 for Columbia's reactor and 
nearly $3,000 at Rolla-is really a 

reflection on the nuclear industry in 
general. Nuclear Energy Liability 
Property Insurance Association 
(NEL-Pl A), which insures all nuclear 
facilities in the country, has a credit 
rating plan by which from 65 to 75 
percent of each premium goes into a 
reserve fund. After the facility has been 
operating for 10 years, a refund is made 
provided there hasn't been a major 
claim against the company anywhere in 
the industry. 

The company has made refunds 
every year since 1967, according to 
Charles Bardes, vice president of 
liability underwriting at NEL-PIA , 
returning more than $13 million of the 
$14.1 million paid into the fund. 

"The nuclear industry has an 
excellent safety record," Mr. Bardes 
said. "The rest of the insurance . 
industry would be most happy to have 
this kind of record." 

Programs hit top slot on list 
Programs in informational science 

and library systems analysis at UMC 
rank first in the nation , according to a 
recent survey among accredited library 
schools. 

Twenty-six deans responded to a 
survey by Eloise S. Norton, assistant 
professor of library science at 
Mississippi University for Women , 
Columbus. 

The deans ranked the UMC 
School of Library and Informational 
Science among the top lOin six of 39 
categories. UMC ranked second in 
informational management; fourth in 
automation of library processes and 
seventh in specialization for audiovisual 
and production for school media 
centers. The School was among the top 

10 in librarianship for rare books and 
for medical and health sciences . 

The UMC medicallibrarianship 
program was highly regarded in another 
recent survey, conducted by Fred 
Roper, a professor of library science at 
the University of North Carolina. 
UM C was among the top three in 
number of courses offered in the 
specialization, and also in extent of 
experience in on-line training for use of 
the medical bibliographic data-base , 
MEDLINE. 

The school is the only one in 
Missouri and in Big Eight universities 
with a graduate library program 
accredited under new American 
Library Association (ALA) standards. 
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Short week's effects 
evaluated by campus 

UMSL realized direct energy 
savings worth approximately $12,000 
during the experimental four-day week 
summer session from June 12 through 
Aug. 4, according to John Perry , vice 
chancellor for administrative services 
and chairperson of the four-day week 
committee. 

UMSL faculty and staff were on a 
10-hour Monday through Thursday 
schedule during the eight-week summer 
semester. Day and evening students 
enrolled in the summer session also 
observed a Monday through Thursday 
schedule. 

Mr. Perry said that no exact 
savings figure was possible because of 
price and temperature fluctuations. " In 
arriving at the savings estimate, we 
compared our electric bills this year 
with the bills for the same period last 
year, and tried to adjust the figures for 
cost increases ," he said. 

In addition to the direct 
energy-related savings for U MSL, Mr. 
Perry also pointed out there was a 
significant indirect energy savings for 
employees . "Almost all of our more 
than I ,000 employees drive to work, 
and since one less trip was required , 
there was a potential 20 percent savings 
in gasoline expenses." 

The four-day week experiment was 
only a small part of the campus' energy 
conservation program. A new energy 
control system installed in the general 
services building allows UMSL to 
constantly monitor temperatures in all 
the buildings on campus and to 
automatically turn off equipment when 
not needed. 

"This computer-driven system has 
enabled the university to greatly reduce 
energy consumption on a year-round 
basis ," Mr. Perry indicated . "The cost 
of energy is a major expenditure for the 
university and we are exploring every 
realistic option to hold down this cost." 

During the summer session , the air 
conditioning systems in most buildings 
were shut down from 5 p.m. Thursday 
until 8 a.m. on Monday. Air 
conditioning remained on in Benton and 
Stadler halls , where the majority of 
research laboratories are located , and 
in the]. C. Penney conference center , 
according to Mr. Perry. The air 
conditioning was also on in the library. 
although the scheduled was curtailed 
during the Thursday through Monday 
period. 

The four-day week committee also 
surveyed faculty and staff opinion. A 
total of 1,390 questionnaires were sent 

out. Four-hundred-ninety were 
completed. about a 35 percent return. 

Staff reaction to the four-day week 
was favorable but the faculty reacted 
somewhat less favorably. The majo rity 
of staff members rated the four-day 
schedule either "favorable " or "highly 
favorable" while only 41 percent of the 
faculty agreed. Thilty-three percent of 
the faculty rated the experimental 
schedule " unfavorable" and almost 20 
percent rated it " highly unfavorable ." 

Staff cited the three-day weekend 
as the most des irable aspect of the 
four-day week, while faculty expressed 
concern over re search limitations and 
scheduling problems if the experiment 
was expanded to include the regular 
semesters . 

There was also a difference of 
opinion between the faculty and staff 
regarding efficiency. The majority of 
staff members felt their departments 
were operating just as efficiently or 
more efficiently during the four-day 
week period while the majority of the 
faculty members thought their 
departments were operating less 
efficiently. 

Roughly 70 percent of the staff 
indicated they would favor adopting a 
four-day week next summer and/or 
expanding the schedule to include other 
semesters" if energy savings were 
significant. " The faculty favored one of 
these options by a much narrower 
margin (about 51 percent). Forty-two 
percent of the faculty favored the 
five-day week " regardless of the 
savings. " 

Although no official survey of 
student opinion was conducted, Paul 
Free, student body president, said most 
of the feedback he received was 
favorable. "For those students who 
worked , the four-day week provided an 
extra day to earn money for school 
expenses ," Mr. Free said. Free said 
the only criticism he heard was from a 
few student groups who were unable to 
use university facilities over the 
extended weekend because of a lack of 
air conditioning. 

As to the future of the four-day 
week, a final decision has not been 
made. "It was certainly a worthwhile 
experiment, but we will need more time 
to analyze the results before reaching 
any conclusions about the future. We 
also want to review the re sults of 
several other surveys being conducted 
by faculty members and to gather some 
additional student opinion." 
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Jim Bogan 
Instructor, English 
UMR ' 

Grant establishes 
professorship 

A $175,000 grant has been given to 
UMC to establish the Peat, Marwick , 
Mitchell professorship in professional 
accounting. 

Chancellor Barbara S. Uehling has 
announced the selection of Joseph A. 
Silvoso, director of the School of 
Accountancy , as the first faculty 
member to hold the professorship. 

The grant is from the Peat, 
Marwick, Mitchell Foundation , a 
philanthropic organization associated 
with the international accounting firm 
of the same name. 

Under the conditions of the grant, 
$10,000 a year for 10 years will be 
applied to the improvement of 
accountancy teaching and/or research , 
and $7,500 a year will supplement the 
professorship. 

Dr. Silvoso has been a member of 

Library service helps researchers 
By Nancy R. Divis 

If you 've ever done research of 
any kind-from a master's thesis· to a 
multi-million dollar research 
project-you know that one of the most 
time-consuming aspects is the literature 
search . 

Finding out what has already been 
written on a certain subject can involve 
months of poring over books and 
periodicals. 

Researchers , take heart. There is 
an easier way and it's as close as your 
nearest UM library-or if not, it will be 
soon. 

As of this month U MSL and 
UMKC are subscribing to a 
computerized service which , as a 
supplement to manual searches , can 
provide custom-made bibliographies on 
nearly any subject. And the other 
campus libraries-at Rolla and 
Columbia-will be offering the service 
within the academic year. 

Called the online information 
system, the service has been available 
to medical schools throughout the 
country since 1971 , providing scientific 
and technical information to the 
biomedical community. Recently , the 
service has been expanded to include 
all disciplines. 

That's when it began to appeal to 
general libraries , including those within 
the UM system. 

Here ' s the way it works: The 
patron fills out a form and consults 
with a specially trained librarian. The 
librarian then dials the telephone 
number of the host computer, connects 
the telephone to the library's terminal 
and selects the appropriate database via 
the terminal's keyboard. After a 
dialogue between the host computer 
and the librarian, a sample of the 
bibliography is produced. If the list of 
citations is short, it can be printed out 
immediately (online). However, since 
online computer time is costly , longer 
bibliographies usually are printed after 
the telephone call is completed 
(off-line) and mailed. However, if the 
patron is willing to pay the additional 
expense , the computer can produce a 
printout immediately. 

"This is no toy ," says Jeanie 

the UMC faculty since 1955. He is a 
recipient of the UMC Faculty-Alumni 
Award. A graduate of Illinois State 
University , he received advanced 
degrees from UMC. 

Genetic advice 
offered at UMC 

Counselling service is now 
available at the UMC Medical Center 
for couples concerned about the 
possibility of birth defects in future 
children and for families who have a 
child or another family member with a 
birth defect. 

Judith Miles, a new faculty 
member in the departments of child 
health and pathology , is organizing a 
pre-natal diagnostic center at 
University Hospital. Dr. Miles is a 
1975 graduate of the UMC School of 
Medicine . She holds a doctoral degree 
in genetics. She recently returned from 
a 14-month special training program in 
medical genetics at UCLA and Harbor 
General Hospital in Los Angeles. 

By the first of next year the 

Fraser, coordinator of online search 
service at Ellis Library in Columbia. 
"It's a powerful tool for serious 
researchers. I will not hesitate to 
discourage someone from using the 
service if I feel it's inappropriate." 

The advantages of the system are 
obvious. Libraries get access to 
databases which include hundreds of 
indexes and patent files. Of course , it 
does have its limitations. The search, 
particularly if it's complex , can be 
costly. The average search takes about 
15 minutes and costs vary from $25 to 
$125 per hour. 

And the end result is a 
bibliography or, less frequently, 
abstract. 

"It does not answer questions. It 
does not provide anything but citations , 
for the most part," Ms. Fraser points 
out. 

The system already online at 
UMKC and UMSL libraries and 
planned for at UMC feature similar 
services: They are open to anyone, 
including members of the community 
and they feature similar kinds of 
databases. At UMKC and UMSL, 
librarians report steady business but no 
backlog. They are able to respond 
quickly to patrons' needs. 

There are some differences, 
however , which reflect campus needs 
and capabilities: 

At the UMC library , the service 
will be available later this semester , 
although Medline , a computerized 
information system which has been 
operating at the medical school since 
June 1972. The School of Library and 
Informational Science , in training 
students in the procedure , offers it to 
the UMC campus on a limited basis 
but will discontinue its service when it 
becomes available at Ellis. 

The Ellis Library is absorbing the 
cost of the original equipment and 
operating overhead. Cost to the patrons 
is dependent on the complexity of the 
search and database. 

Thomas Jefferson Library at 
UMSL has offered the service for a 
year. This month the service has been 
expanded to include a terminal at the 
education library at the Marillac 
campus. This service is unique among 
campus libraries in that it is free to the 

diagnostic center will have a laboratory 
for amniocentesis, a means of prenatal 
diagnosis and chromosome analysis. 

UMKC institute 
established 

The UMKC School of 
Administration has established the L. 
P. Cookingham Institute of Public 
Affairs in honor of a nationally 
acclaimed Kansas City city manager. 

The institute will include graduate 
and undergraduate courses in public 
administration ; continuing education 
activities of the Center for Management 
Development; editorship of 
Administration and Society and 
internship and work study programs in 
public administration. 

The late Mr. Cookingham was 
recognized as one of the country's 
outstanding urban managers. He served 
as city manager from 1940 to 1960. 

UMSL community with the library 
underwriting the cost. People from 
other UM campuses pay the cost the 
library incurs and 'people outside the 
UM system pay $5 plus costs . 

" We don't have a tremendous 
volume," says Steve Falk, UMSL 
reference librarian. "If we did 200 to 
300 searches monthly then we couldn't 
afford to offer it for nothing. But for 
the foreseeable future it will be free." 

The library staff does occasionally 
turn people down , however, saving the 
service "for those who really need it." 

"We don't really have a public 
relations problem , though , because we 
try to help those who have been turned 
down find their information without the 
computer," Mr. Falk says. 

The UMKC general and medical 
libraries have been offering the online 
service on a partial cost-recovery basis 
since January 1977. They are part of a 
unique eight library bi-state 'network in 
the Kansas City metropolitan area. The 
network averages 10 ,000 searches per 
year. A vigorous referral system among 
the member libraries, joint training 
programs for librarians, service to 
non-computer searching libraries in the 
area, searchers with experience in a 
wider variety of databases , and a 
uniform pricing structure are the chief 
advantages of the cooperative project, 
according to Philip Tompkins, associate 
director of libraries at UMKC and 
project director of the Kansas City 
Libraries Metropolitan Information 
Network. 

"The cooperative effort not only 
enables us to offer an array of database 
services that individually we could not 
offer effectively, " Mr. Tompkins says , 
"but it minimizes duplication of effort 
and assures sharing of staff deVelop
ment costs among the network 
libraries. " 

Ronald Bohley, director of Rolla's 
library, says while no definite timetable 
has been established, the computer 
system will be available before the 
academic year ends. 

"There is a great need here, no 
doubt ," Mr. Bohley says. "We have 
been using the Columbia service via 
telephone but it's better if you can have 
one-to-one interaction with the librarian 
while the search is going on. " 

Honors program 
provides benefits 

The sophomore honors program at 
UMSL provides students with new 
depths of learning at a "fast pace. " 

The program, which began last 
spring, currently consists of 22 students 
with a grade point average of 3.10 or 
above. Those selected for the program 
were screened by the faculty . 

Under the program, students 
participate in a special core curriculum 
which includes courses in honors 
literature , honors western civilization 
and honors philosophy. 

Freshmen may apply to the 
program upon completion of 12 hours 
at UMSL. Eventually 40 students will 
be enrolled in the three-semester 
curriculum. 

The maximum enrollment for any 
honors section is 20 students. 



Scientist 
studies 
cell errors 

By Sandra Richardson 

Mistakes may be causing us to 
grow old-mistakes made by 
human cells. 

Scientists have known for 
some time that normal cells age and 
die. But lately, studies have 
suggested that cells make more 
errors in functioning as they grow 
old. And it may be these mistakes 
which produce the changes we 
associate with aging, some of which 
produce a high susceptibility to 
cancer in the elderly. 

Some theorists believe genes 
carry built-in messages which 
trigger ce]]-errors as we age-a 
programmed aging theory. Other 
scientists suspect that environ
mental factors cause genes to 
malfunction-a stochastic theory. 

Paul Agris , UMC associate 
professor of biological sciences, has 
launched a study of human skin 
cells aging in culture. 

Sitting in his office adjacent to 
a full but uncluttered lab with 
gleaming fixtures which surely 
intimidate stray dust looking for a 
spot to settle, Dr. Agris speaks 
easily about his work and its 
long-term implications. 

"Aging may wen be 
programmed into the genes ," he 
says. "But you also have to take 
into account what is called sto
chastic aging theory which deals 
with the environment-outside 
causation of aging." 

"My personal feeling," Dr. 
Agris says, "is that it's a mixture 
of both." He suggests that the 
aging program is affected by the 
environment. 

"I think," he explains, "even 
if there is a limit to the lifespan, we 
can at least push it to that limit. If 

Paul Agris , a UMC scientist, examines human skin cells aging ill culture. 

we have people living to 140 years 
in Russia then there's no reason to 
believe that others can't live that 
long." 

Dr. Agris, who received his 
Ph. D. from Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology , hopes to discover 
"what problems these cells undergo 
as they age, what mistakes they 
make in protein synthesis and so 
forth and correct these problems 
-not at the genetic level, but 
later on, possibly at the time of 
protein synthesis." 

In his examination of skin cells 
aging in culture , Dr. Agris is 
particularly interested in the cell's 
ability to produce collagen , a 
connective tissue protein which 
may be involved in arthritis and 
other tissue diseases of the elder
ly. In an article to be published 
soon in the Journal of Experimental 
Cell Research, Dr. Agris, Joseph 
Basler, a graduate student, and 
John David, UMC associate pro
fessor of biological sciences, have 
shown that aged human fibroblast 
cells produce abnormal collagen. 
Perhaps , Dr. Agris says, 
inaccuracies in the body 's genetic 
information system cause cells to 
produce abnormal protein. 

Aging research could also bear 
fruit with respect to the cancer 
problem , he says. "If cells make 
mistakes in producing proteins they 
are more likely to be transformed 
into cancer cells." There is a rather 
high correlation of certain cancers , 
such as melanoma (skin cancer) 
with age. 

Dr. Agris became involved in 
the field of aging resea:;-ch because 
of his interest in cancer. Several of 
his current research projects are 
funded by National Institutes of 

Health. Some cancers, he says, are 
dependent on age. Melanoma, or 
skin cancer, is an example. "There 
is some evidence," Dr. Agris says, 
"that the older individual does not 
have the enzymes to correct cell 
mistakes , or that he has faulty 
enzymes which cannot repair the 
DNA. Because of the lack of 
repair or correction the cells turn 
into cancer cells. " 

Cancer cells, ironically , are the 
only cells capable of indefinite life 
in culture. The famous He La cell 
lines , derived from a human cer
vical cancer in ] 951 , survive in 
laboratories throughout the world. 

Dr. Agris explains that his 
research shows that skin fibro
blasts , the cells which form human 
connective tissue, "have a defin
itive lifespan in culture and the 
lifespan depends on the age of the 
individual from which the cells are 
taken. 

" If the individual is old , the 
lifespan of his cells in culture is 
short, and if the individual is young 
the lifespan is long." While skin 
cells from an embryo will double 
their population 50-60 times , Dr. 
Agris notes that " if you took a 
70-year-old's cells, they would only 
last about 25 population doublings, 
half that time. In between 25 and 
the 50-60 population doublings , you 
find a whole range of doubling 
figures. " 

"Part of the problem of the 
whole experimental model is that 
there are 1 0-20 percent fluctuations 
in life-spans which we as yet can't 
correct ," Dr. Agris says. "But in 
general , over the last I 0 years , 
everybody who has been working 
on this is getting this kind of in
verse relationship." 

Scientists don't yet know what 
the signs of aging or the death of 
cells in culture mean to the whole 
organism. " We cannot predict a 
person 's life-span on the basis of -. 
the lifespan of his cells in culture," 
Dr. Agris says. However , in 
culture, cells do lose their viability 
" in the last 25 percent of the 
lifespan no matter how long that 
lifespan is. " Dr. Agris wants to 
determine exactly what happens to 
those cells-and to the protein they 
produce-before they stop dividing 
altogether. 

" The model is an old one ," he 
says, but' 'nobody has done such 
an intensive microscopic exami
nation of the cells in culture ." 

Dr. Agris' research uses seven 
cell lines from different individuals , 
all normal but one. That cell line 
comes from a person suffering from 
progeria , a premature aging syn
drome. Cells from such people be
have like "those from older indi
viduals," Dr. Agris says, " even 
though the progeria victims may 
not even be teenagers yet." In fact, 
he says, "most of them die be-
fore they ever become teenagers ." 

Dr. Agris is developing data 
on how each of these cell lines 
grows and what they look like as 
they grow. He uses an electron 
microscope to spot normalities or 
abnormalities as the cells age. 

Dr. Agris , and other re
searchers who probe the aging 
process, are searching for ways to 
extend the human life span and to 
help people live in good physical 
and mental health , free from the 
debilitating effects now associated 
with old age. 

-Sandra Richardson is a UMC 
graduate student in journalism . 



Jobs Survey urges UMKC to plan for future needs 

The following administrative , 
professional and academic vacancies 
were listed with Spectrum as of Sept. 
28. Those interested in a position 
should contact the appropriate per
sonnel office or academic department. 

UMC: Assistant directors, office of 
computing activities , student life;' 
assistant supervisor, custodial services; 
computer programmer/analyst I ; ~ 
director, employee relations ; 
engineer-Physical Plant (2); 

Microbiologist; reactor operations 
engineer; research chemist; research 
specialist (2) ; Sf. auditor- UMca; Sf. 

computer programmer/analyst; Sf. 

research scientist (2) ; Sf. systems 
analyst; sr. systems programmer; 
supervisor, TV engineer-KOMU; Sf. 

fiscal analyst-UMca. 
UMC Medical Center: Computer 

programmer/analyst I and II; computer 
project manager; health care evaluation 
analyst ; manager, medical records; 
medical records administrator; nurse 
anesthetist; registered medical tech
nologist; Sf. computer programmer/ 
analyst ; staff development coordinator 
(2) ; staff nurse (38); supervisor, 
telephone communications. 

UMSL: Announcer, general 
manager, radio station. 

UMR: Library assistant II ; special 
services counselor; post doctoral fellow 
in materials research , Graduate Center 
for Materials Research. 

UMKC: Coordinator, veterans 
affairs; nurse clinician; Sf. information 
specialist ; Sf. programmer analyst; vice 
chancellor for academic affairs; vice 
chancellor for student affairs ; vice 
chancellor for research and institutional 
development; and vice chancellor for 
administrative affairs. 

UMKC has substantial resources 
and talent to effectively serve area 
postsecondary needs , but must better 
define its long-term goals and the 
process to attain them, according to a 
new study. 

A 170-page Midwest Research 
Institute survey of Kansas City ' s 
educational needs beyond high school 
further states that although evaluation 
and program definition will not be easy 
tasks, they must be accomplished if 
UMKC wishes to serve the community 
well. 

The report , which took seven 
months to complete, was underwritten 
by private contributions from a $19,800 
grant by the University Associates-a 
community support organization for 
benefit of the campus-to aid UMKC 
in planning to match its resources with 
local needs. 

The report included patterns in 
postsecondary education at the 
national , regional and metropolitan 
levels, and compared UMKC' s 
enrollment pattern with them. The 
study also looked at demographic, 
social and economic factors ; 
community attitudes; perceptions and 
enrollment plans ; potential for 
postsecondary education in Kansas 
City; and implications for UMKC. 

The research was based on 
personal interviews with area educators 
as well as business and community 
leaders, a telephone sampling of 
Kansas City residents , and secondary 
data from the U.S . Departments of 
Commerce, Labor, and Health , 
Education and Welfare. 

The survey notes that to avoid 
declining enrollments, colleges and 
universities must explore potential new 
postsecondary education markets and 

People 
Constantine Anast, UMC professor 

of child health , received the research 
award of the UMC chapter of Sigma 
XI, a national scientific research 
honorary society. 

Lawrence Morehouse, director of 
the UMC veterinary medical diagnostic 
laboratory , has received recognition 
from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture for his contributions toward 
the eradication of hog cholera. 

, John E. George, UMKC professor 
of education, was one of 15 invited 
speakers at the International Seminar 
on Learning Disabilities held recently 
in Guadalajara, Mexico. 
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Barbara S. Uehling, UMC 
chancellor, has been named 
chairman-elect of the board of the 
National Center for Higher Education 
Management Systems . 

Mary Nell Greenwood, director of 
programs for UM extension, has 
accepted an appointment as associate 
deputy director for extension in the 
U.S . Department of Agriculture's 
Science and Education Administration. 

Deborah Tepper Haimo, UMSL 
professor of mathematical sciences , has 
been named editor of the Mathematical 
Monthly . a publication of the 
Mathematical Association of America . 

develop innovative programming 
techniques for them. 

The report urges UMKC to plan 
for three factors: a declining 
metropolitan population , particularly 
the central city population ; a declining 
population in the traditional college-age 
groups ; and geographic considerations 
which are unique in a bi-state 
metropolitan area. 

" In Kansas City, the age group 
which traditionally has provided the 
vast majority of postsecondary (15-29-
year olds) will level off after 1980 and 
decline between 1985 and 1990," the 
report adds. " However, the 30 to 44 
age group has experienced a continuous 
growth since 1970 and by 1990 wjll be 
nu merically larger than the 15 to 29 age 
group." 

The report also noted the impor
tance of industry and the particular 
occupational distribution of employ
ment as indicators of market demands. 
The fastest growing industrial sectors 
through 1985 in Kansas City are 
estimated by the survey to be services, 
state and local government , and public 
utilities. The fastest growing of all 
occupational groups will be professional 
and technical workers , followed by 
managers , officials and proprietors. 

The report also notes the growth in 
women' s participation in the labor force 
and the increasing educational 
attainment by minorities. 

The survey identified adult partic
ipation in postsecondary education as 
expanding nationwide , especially among 
those who have the most prior formal 
education. It added that as birth rates 
decline , population projections indicate 
adults will continue to increase the 
absolute share of the total population. 

"In Kansas City , for example , the 
age group 30 to 44 is projected by 1990 
to be numerically larger than the 15 to 
20 age group ," the report says . "Thus, 
increasing numbers of adults as well as 
the continuing desire of adults for 
additional education or training will 
result in a substantial market potential 
for area colleges and universities. " 

According to the study, local 
attitudes and perceptions will be crucial 
to UMKC's future success with the 
adult population. Currently among 
public opinion leaders the attitude 
toward UMKC is at best neutral and in 
many instances negative, the report 
adds. It also says UMKC is viewed as 
unnecessarily aloof and unwilling to 
cooperate in providing programs that 
would benefit Kansas City. 

However, the MRI survey of 
community households indicated that 
UMKC does have substantial backing 
among area residents interested in 
continuing education. They listed 
UMKC as one of the principal schools 
at which they would take courses given 
the opportunity. 

The report recommends that 
UMKC, to offset other continuing 
education market forces , should 
actively and aggressively work with 
community organizations or businesses , 
financial , professional , social service 
and labor organizations in curriculum 
design. 

In regard to increasing , or even 
maintaining, its share of degree-credit 
enrollments , UMKC must also become 
more responsive to specific local needs , 
according to the report. 

" With careful evaluation and 
planning ," the report added ) " the 

university can tailor its resources to 
effectively meet the changing market 
for postsecondary education ." 

The study said the first step in the 
evaluation process is to centralize 
UMKC's planning function so that it 
could better monitor the changing 
market structure and more effectively 
coordinate the implementation of 
programs directed at the developing 
market. 

A priority task cited by .the report 
is the determination of the thrust of 
UMKC, which should focus on a set of 
attainable and operational goals 
following the guidelines of its mission 
statement. That statement identifies the 
missions as concentrating on programs 
in the health sciences ; the performing, 
interpretive , and visual arts; and urban 
affairs . 

Press' book 
wins award 
for graphics 

A book published by University 
Press is among winners in the 1978 
Graphic Arts Awards Competition 
sponsored by the Printing Indu stries of 
America, Inc. 

The UM Press's winning title is 
" The Arts and Architecture of German 
Settlements in Missouri: A Survey of a 
Vanishing Culture ," by Charles van 
Ravenswaay . The book , published in 
September 1977, was designed by 
Edward D. King, director of the UM 
Press. 

According to King , the Ravens
waay manuscript posed troublesome 
problems relating to design. "We were 
convinced-and the book-reviewers 
have agreed with us-that Charles van 
Ravenswaay ' s work would quickly 
become the source book for scholars and 
others interested in German arts and 
architecture in Missouri ," he said. " I 
wanted to produce a book that would be 
as durable as it was beautiful. That ' s one 
of the reasons a Buckram binding was 
used. 

" Another challenge was the 
incorporation of more than 600 
photographs , including 20 full-color 
illustrations , into a 560-page volume. " 

Copies of the award-winning title 
may be obtained from UM Press , 107 
Swallow Hall , Columbia, MO 65211. 
The book is priced at $45. 

Campus selected 
as mining center 

UMR is one of 20 institutions to 
be chosen by the U.S . Department of 
Interior as a center for mining and 
mineral resources research institute. 

Through the institute , which will 
be funded from 1978 to 1984, UMR will 
receive about $270,000 a year
$110,000 as basic grant and $160,000 for 
fellowships and scholarships. 

UMR's School of Mines and 
Metallurgy is the second oldest in the 
country. 
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