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which is also reminiscent of the Mesopotamian Tablets of Destiny. In any event, 
modern notions of law are significantly broadened by considering its 
etymological heritage. 

With respect to law, the pursuit of its essence necessitates contemplation of 
law's box, or its info sphere, not in a reductionist, deterministic sense, but in the 
sense of contemplating the whole of the information ecosphere-the interaction 
of webs of beliefs, social institutions, media technologies, and physical and 
temporal environments. It is in this sense that this investigation in the end must 
be unscientific. This means that "finding the law" can never be reduced to 
simple research techniques or controlled experiments. It cannot be reduced to 
Lexis free-text searching or mastery of West's print digests, with their 
exhaustive, but thoroughly rational system of Topic and Key Numbers, unless at 
the same time we accept that doing so has forever enframed our legal world 
view, cutting us off from the realization of a more vital and fundamental 
understanding of law's essence. Indeed, such tools replace contemplative 
reading and poetic reflection upon the underlying experience of legal literature 
with determined, but algorithmic searching, and thinking, intent upon subjecting 
the law to narrow, self-interested purposes, and efficient packaging law for 
convenient billing-Heidegger's nightmare of the world as a giant gasoline 
station. 400 Not surprisingly, accessing the law with modern tools such as Lexis 
and Westlaw must first be economically justified, usually only in the context of 
specialists representing a "paying client" who desires a pre-determined outcome. 

The consequences of an enframed approach to law also imply that 
techniques for delineating narrow holdings and formalizing issues may be 
suspect if such methods imply lack of appreciation for the infosphere.401 Law 
cannot be reduced to a technology or technique, even as sacrosanct an intellectual 
exercise as identifying and differentiating doctrinal holdings in relation to the 
factual record. The challenge is to dare otherwise-to "dare the precinct of 
Being,,,402 to "dare language,,,403 and to dare law's box in the fullest sense by 
contemplating the legal infosphere. It is to dare Justice Holmes' life of the law­
experience-by returning to the bards of our ancestors and resurrecting the 
cadent verses of our past. It is to go beyond, or at least see, the boundaries of the 
pristine case book and the artificial confinements imposed by digests and 
algorithmic searches in approved sources to contemplate what may lie beyond. 
Perhaps only then, will we have the perspective necessary to discover and 
understand law in our own times. 

!d. (citing DIALOGUS DE SCACCARIO 64 (Charles Johnson ed. & trans., Oxford Univ. Press 1950)). 
400 See supra note 365 and accompanying text. 
401 See, e.g., Grant Gilmore, Legal Realism: Its Cause and Cure, 70 YALE L.J. 1037 (1961). 
Professor Gilmore argues that legal realism's techniques for interpreting the law are a direct result 
of the information environment. "[A]n instinctive judicial response to the problem of too many 
cases had been the development of an extraordinarily narrow theory of precedent cases." Id. at 
1045. 
402 HEIDDEGGER, What Are Poets For?, in POETRY, LANGUAGE, THOUGHT, supra note 376, at 132. 
403Id. 
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