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COVER: Olivia Grant hugs her grandmother, Mary Grace Sileo through a plastic drop cloth hung up on a homemade clothes line during Memorial Day Weekend on May 24, 
2020, in Wantagh, New York.  It is the first time they have had contact of any kind since the coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic lockdown started in late February. 

Al Bello, Coronavirus Pandemic Causes Climate Of Anxiety And Changing Routines In America 
POY 78: Third Place, General News
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When the COVID-19 pandemic started in 2020, it quickly became the 
story of the year, one that could be found anywhere and everywhere. 

From empty streets and quarantine with family to hospital waiting rooms and 
virtual funerals, photographers documented it all. While many photojournalists 
covered the pandemic as a news story, some turned their lenses on themselves, 
unable to leave their homes and photograph the outside world. 

Changes to photography during the pandemic were reflected in the four POY 
family competitions: Pictures of the Year International, Pictures of the Year Asia, 
Pictures of the Year Latam and College Photographer of the Year. In 2020, all four 
competitions added COVID-19 categories for news and personal expression.  

Drawing from the four competitions, this book features a selection of award-
winning photos that documented COVID-19 in 2020. These images span 
traditional news and personal expression categories and reflect the wide range of 
what photographers around the world saw and experienced during the pandemic.

Millions of bats fly out of the Khao Chong Pran Cave at dusk for feeding Dec. 13, 2020, in Ratchaburi, Thailand.

Adam Dean, The Virus Hunters
POY 78: Second Place, Science & Natural History Picture Story
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This photo taken on Jan. 30, 2020, shows officials in protective suits checking on an elderly man wearing a facemask who collapsed and died on a street near a hospital in Wuhan. AFP 
journalists saw the body not long before an emergency vehicle arrived carrying police and medical staff in full-body protective suits. The World Health Organization declared a global 
emergency over the new coronavirus, as China reported on January 31 the death toll had climbed to 213 with nearly 10,000 infections.

Hector Retamal, Covid-19 in Wuhan on Jan. 30, 2020
POY 78: First  Place, Spot News
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Ezra Acayan
POY Asia: Photographer of the Year, Asia

Airport security staff attempt to control the crowd as Filipinos hoping to get on flights out of Manila hours before it is placed on lockdown flock at 
Ninoy Aquino International Airport on March 14, 2020, in Manila, Philippines. On March 16, 2020, the Philippines was placed in what would be one of 
the longest lockdowns in the world in an attempt to curb the spread of the coronavirus. Land, sea and air travel was suspended, while government 
work, schools, business, and public transportation have been ordered to shutdown in a bid to keep the 55 million people living in the country’s 
main island of Luzon at home. As a result of the lockdown, millions of Filipinos have become jobless and hungry. According to the World Bank, 
the pandemic is expected to make 2.7 million more Filipinos slip into poverty on top of a record slide in the country’s GDP. Food prices has sky-
rocketed as a result of dwindling supply and surging inflation. Families remain seperated as Filipinos fear of being shot dead in police quarantine 
checkpoints as ordered by President Rodrigo Duterte himself. Many healthcare workers have resigned en masse out of fear and exhaustion as they 
carry the brunt of what critics say has been a failed and overly militarized response to the pandemic. While Filipinos wait for the millions of doses of 
vaccines the government has promised to provide, several government officials faced controversy after admitting to receiving doses of smuggled 
vaccines as early as October of 2020.
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LEFT: The Grand Princess cruise ship, which has been held offshore since the first coronaviruses cases were identified on 
March 5, 2020, enters the San Francisco Bay on March 9 in San Francisco, California.

Gabrielle Lurie, Grand Princess
POY 78: Photographer of the Year, Local

Getting on a flight, I could feel the direct impact of coronavirus on individuals, including myself. My afternoon flight 
had to be moved at the last minute with limited flying time options. I couldn’t give a good-bye hug to my friends who I 
wouldn’t meet for a while. There was no line for the security, which I’ve never experienced. The airport was so empty that 
it felt surreal. The 3.5 hours in the fully occupied airplane felt long and insecure.

Yehyun Kim
CPOY 75: College Photographer of the Year
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Sue Dauwer of Scituate, Massachusetts  reaches for boxes of tissue while shopping March 16, 2020, at Star Market in Marshfield, Massachusetts. She said she had just returned 
from a trip and was surprised by the empty shelves in the paper product isle. 

Craig F. Walker/The Boston Globe, Life and Death During a Pandemic
POY 78: Finalist, Local Team Picture Story

Five-year-old Marin Tillberg had enough of waiting in the long lines March 13, 2020, at Market Basket in Waltham, Massachusetts. Local people prepared for the coronavirus outbreak 
amid rising concerns they’ll be forced to self-quarantine for an extended period of time as President Trump declared a national emergency. 

Suzanne Kreiter/The Boston Globe, Life and Death During a Pandemic
POY 78: Finalist, Local Team Picture Story



14 15

MTA bus operator Pan Chan, of the Grand Ave Bus depot in Maspeth-NYC, passes a funeral being held at the Seneca Chapels funeral 
home along his regular route April 22, 2020, in downtown Brooklyn, New York.  Pan Chan has gone to great lengths in order to the not 
bring COVID-19 home with him from work. He is currently living in the basement in order to self-isolate. The stakes are high as he nor-
mally lives with his wife, four children and his parents both in their 80’s with significant health issues. 

Jonah Haviland-Markowitz
POY 78: Award of Excellence, Daily Life
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Todd Heisler, The New York City of Our Imagination
POY 78: Finalist, Community Awareness Award

Nitehawk Prospect Park cinema director of programming John Woods, left, and owner Matthew Viragh, hung messages on the marquis of the theater after they were forced to close the 
theater in the wake of the coronavirus March 14, 2020, in New York.



18 19

Lockdown begins

封锁开始了
comienza el confinamiento
संगरोध शुरू होता है
يحصلا رجحلا أدبي

quarentena começa
починається карантин
ลอ็กดาวนเ์ริม่ต้นขึ้น

دوش یم زاغآ هنیطنرق

lockdown begynder
ליחתמ יוביכ
կարանտինը սկսվում է
penguncian dimulai
karantîn dest pê dike
блокировка начинается
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Zhang Youqiong, Exercise on the Roof
POY Asia: Second Place, COVID-19
A parent and child play table tennis on the roof of a building March 11, 2020, in Wuyang new town in Guangzhou, China, while an aunt was playing basketball on the opposite roof. After 
the outbreak of COVID-19 in January 2020, Chinese citizens followed the government’s advice, stayed at home and reduced the chance of cross infection. As a result, the rooftop of resi-
dential buildings, which used to be used only for drying clothes and quilts, had become the best exercise ground for the elderly and children.
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All these images were taken during the 
shelter-in-place order in New York 

City, at the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The night offered a cinematic glimpse of the 
city plunged into one of its bleakest times. By 
losing its social purpose, the familiar land-
scape of the city’s bars, restaurants, intersec-
tions and squares, became unrecognizable. 
The empty streets transformed into a Hop-
peresque space of the ultimate night punctu-
ated by lit windows and glowing streetlights. 
These few remaining sources of light offered 
a sanctuary against the alienating darkness, 
providing glimpses of domestic warmth and 
giving refuge to the lonely passersby, shuf-
fling in and out darkness. Disoriented by the 
city I have called home for the last 20 years, 
I was reminded of a dystopian sci-fi film, 
Dark City, where a dreamlike metropolis is 
trapped in eternal nightfall. New York City 
has since returned to a semblance of normal-
cy, and those few weeks already seem to be a 
vision of another world.

Dark City
Dina Litovsky
POY 78: Semi-Finalist,
COVID-19 Personal Expression
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RIGHT: An empty street is seen March 15, 2020, in Manhattan following the outbreak of  COVID-19 in New York.

Yellow caution tape is seen on playground equipment from this drone view at the Murray Elementary School during the 
Bay Area coronavirus shelter-in-place March 26, 2020, in Dublin, California. 

Jane Tyska, Pandemic Emptiness
POY 78: Award of Excellence, Daily Life Picture Story

Jeenah Moon/REUTERS, New York’s COVID-19 Hell
POY 78: Finalist, Local Team Picture Story
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Sun is going down. We have to go back home. 

Bernat Cedó, Behind Closed Doors
CPOY 75: Award of Excellence, COVID Experience

Dave Lundberg celebrated his 50th birthday by waiting in his family-decorated yard to greet friends passing by and honking their car horns. Farmington, Minnesota

David Guttenfelder, Coronavirus Birthday Party
POY 78: Finalist, Photographer of the Year, International
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José, 84,  spends the hours in his room March 31, 2020, in Minas del Castillo de las 
Guardas (Seville), Spain.

Susana Girón, Los dias sintactos
POY Latam: 3er Premio, La Pandemia en Iberoamérica

My daughter sits by the window of her room during the  government’s  call to 
‘stay at home’ after the first cases of COVID-19 were reported in the country.                           

Eitan Ambramovich, Pandemic Through my Family
POY Latam: 2ndo Premio, La Pandemia en Iberoamérica

Allison Conlon, a nurse caring for COVID-19 patients, visits her son Lucas, two, 
through a glass door at their home in Bridgewater, Massachusetts. 

Hannah Reyes Morales, Living Lullabies
POY Asia: First Place, Cultural Practices

Hadley Green
CPOY 75: Award of Excellence, COVID
Abby Bryson sits at her home April 2020 during COVID-19 quarantine in Carrboro, 
North Carolina..

Hashim, an essential worker in the healthcare industry, greets his daughter through the closed door as he maintains social distance from his family as he works amid the COVID-19 out-
break April 11, 2020, in New Rochelle, New York.

Joy Malone/REUTERS, New York’s COVID-19 Hell
POY 78: Finalist, Local Team Picture Story
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Christopher Onstott poses for a portrait March 21, 2020, in his garage in Portland, Ore-
gon. Christopher uses the garage to get personal space, work on wood projects and 
chain smoke.

Lianne and Steph Saffer have a quarantine dance party April 21, 2020, at their house in Port-
land, Oregon. “We believe that with change comes opportunity, so we have been trying to find 
ways to stay connected and create community through a screen. Despite it being strange and 
stressful at times, we look at it as an opportunity to slow down and spend time together and 
with our kids. As much as we are ready for a change of scenery, we are thankful for a push to 
find creative ways to stay connected,”Lianne said.

Luca Valenti, 6, poses for a portrait March 24, 2020, at his home in Portland, Oregon. 
“The Corona is a sickness, I know it doesn’t kill that much young people, but it does 
kill that much old people,” Luca said. “It’s not that fun because I can’t hug my friends 
right now and we can’t go to school.” Luca parents are struggling with balancing 
work and staying home with Luca, who is doing school online and requires constant 
supervision.

Lyfe Tavarres, a model and promoter, poses for a portrait April 28, 2020, at his apartment in 
Portland, Oregon. Lyfe said he stays positive by checking in with family members, friends and 
even folks he has met once or twice.

New mother Brianne Coleman, 21, poses for a portrait with her 4-month-old baby on Mother’s 
Day, May 10, 2020, at her parent’s home in Ridgefield, Washington. She is experiencing post-
partum depression and spends her days calling her friends from church and trying to pass 
the time. “I try and be productive, but there is so much time in the day it never really feels like 
enough,” Coleman said. “It’s a very surreal experience to be alive during something like this. 
I sometimes even forget it’s going on because I don’t like watching the news. The shelter in 
place order especially has negatively impacted my mental health and made me question if I 
really have what it takes to be a single mom.”

Patty Braunger makes masks April 23, 2020, at her home in Portland, Oregon as a 
way to offer support during the pandemic. A grandmother of three and a mother 
of two, she was very careful in 2020 and hasn’t touched another person in several 
months.

June Gallagher, 7, poses for a portrait April 21, 2020, at her home in Portland, Oregon. Chuk Barber poses for a portrait March 26, 2020, outside his home. A percussionist, Chuk has 
had all of his gigs cancelled and feels like musicians should be paid a living wage.

Leah Nash, Population Isolation
POY 78: Semi-Finalist, COVID-19 Personal Expression
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Kashmiri boxer Eyed Akeel Khan practices inside his home April 23, 2020, in Srinagar, Indian controlled Kashmir. Like many other athletes, the pandemic has restricted Khan to 
his home. Lockdown for the 7 million residents of Kashmir is nothing new and the pandemic restrictions are not the first time he has had to practice his sport at home.

Dar Yasin, Fighting Invisible Opponent
POY Asia: Finalist, Photographer of the Year, Asia

Elizabeth Dalziel, Homeschooling
POY 78: Director’s Choice, COVID-19 Personal Expression

Robert Cohen
POY 78: Finalist, Photographer of the Year, Local

Yehyun Kim
CPOY 75: College Photographer of the Year
Ellison High, 15, left, and her sister, Madison, 18, take an online ballet class in their 
living room. 

Sixth grader Lia Fairbanks, 12, plays “Hallellujah” for neighbors in the front yard of a 
home March 26, 2020, in St. Louis, Missouri. 

My youngest, Joe, prefers to climb on you when ever possible during lessons May 
5, 2020, at home in Berkhamsted, England. 

Yehyun Kim
CPOY 75: College Photographer of the Year
From left, University of Connecticut students Aaron Ky, Christopher Connor, John 
Pienkos and Nicholas Cruz, play spikeball on the week they move into the dorm.
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From left, Matteo Guendouzi, Krzysztof Piatek and Niklas Stark of Hertha celebrate with imaginary fans in front of the empty stand after winning the Bundesliga match be-
tween Hertha BSC and 1. FC Union Berlin at Olympiastadion on Dec. 4, 2020, in Berlin, Germany. Sporting stadiums around Germany remain under strict restrictions due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic as government social distancing laws prohibit fans inside venues resulting in games being played behind closed doors.

Maja Hitij, Hertha BSC v 1. FC Union Berlin - Bundesliga
POY 78: Award of Excellence, Sports Life & Recreatoinal Sports
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Isolation

隔离
aislamiento
अलगाव
ةلزع

isolamento
ізоляція
การแยกตัว

اوزنا

isolation
תּודיִדְּב
մեկուսացում
isolasi
dorgirtî
изоляция
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Mom leans against the window to watch the sunset. She has lived in this house for almost 15 years and I have lived far from her for 15 years. My mom is passionate about photography 
and she always sends me photos of the sunsets that she sees from that window. This quarantine brought me closer to her again..

Natalie Fernández, Mom
POY Latam: Mención, Vida Cotidiana
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LEFT: Mahin and his wife are in quarantine with their two children. Mahin 
tries to keep the house warm and friendly

Maryam, Omid, and their daughter Tara are in quarantine. Their daugh-
ter fusses about being alone at home and wants to go to her friends' 
house.

Ever since the coronavirus spread and cities and 
countries have been quarantined, fear and stress have 

overshadowed people’s lives and forced them to take refuge 
in their homes. This fear targets human souls and emotions 
more than it threatens the body. Human relationships 
are limited to those who live with them. Loneliness is a 
big part of the concept of quarantine. Now humans are 
in a situation where stress and loneliness have taken over 
their souls, the whole human world is summed up in the 
windows, behind these glasses, watching the world outside. 
My project reflects a small part of this world. 

In Quarantine
Maryam Saeedpoor
POY 78: Finalist, COVID-19 Personal Expression

Sarah, Yashar, and their daughter 
are all suspicious of Coronavirus, 

waiting for their test results.
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The photographer takes a self-portrait with her mother as they wear face masks and hug each other during quarantine May 2, 2020, in Santiago, 
Chile. When the COVID-19 pandemic arrived in Santiago de Chile, the photographer spent 146 days in total lockdown in her apartment, together 
with her son and mother. In 2020, residents of most districts in Santiago de Chile waited for at least 140 days in a total lockdown, in an effort to 
control the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. The rest of the year was spent living in partial confinement, under a series of new rules designed 
to restrict movement and social gatherings. In March of 2020, Chilean officials identified the first cases of COVID-19 in Santiago de Chile. By May, 
most of the country’s largest cities had been placed under a mandatory quarantine. The cases are concentrated in the Santiago metropolitan 
area, with outbreaks in other regions in the country.

Tamara Merino, Quarantine Diary
POY 78: Finalist, COVID-19 Personal Expression
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Many of us felt lonely when we suddenly found 
ourselves in a world dictated by new rules — 

refraining from hugging, kissing, and even shaking 
hands. I’ve been hearing news of couples breaking 
up all the time since the start of the pandemic. 
Among my friends and acquaintances, many have 
ended relationships with their partners. Distance, 
or, conversely, forced closeness makes relationships 
during a pandemic a real test that not everyone is able 
to pass. In the midst of this madness, I met Polina 
on the Web, writing a couple of silly compliments to 
her work. For a while, we had to communicate only 
online, and when the situation around calmed down 
a bit, we met and decided that we needed to stay 
together.

Time to Be Together
Alexey Pavlov
CPOY 76: Silver, COVID Experience
POY Asia: Third Place, COVID Picture Story

I am sure that the 
rapid development 
of our relations is 
due to external 
factors. In this 
new and strange 
situation, we had 
to learn to coexist 
together as quickly 
as possible, there 
was practically no 
time for grinding 
into each other, as 
is usually the case 
in relations under 
construction.

At the end of Oc-
tober, I tested pos-
itive for COVID-19. 
In communicating 
with each other, 
we also tried to ad-
here to elementary 
rules - I always ate 
and drank from 
the same dish. But 
when you are with 
a patient for a long 
time in a confined 
space, infection 
is still inevitable. 
For me it was not 
the most pleasant 
experience - to be 
a threat to a loved 
one.

Once in the Instagram feed I came across some curious graphic works. After going through a couple of links, I realized that their author is a very interesting girl, and I decided to write to 
her. We quickly found a common language, but at first, we had to communicate only online, since both were in self-isolation.
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Even when the situation 
calmed down a bit, we tried 
not to visit crowded places. 

In order not to sacrifice 
a joint pastime because 
of this circumstance, we 

almost from the very be-
ginning of the relationship 

decided to live together.

I recovered a month later, 
and rehabilitation took 

some time. Oddly enough, 
Polina during all this time 

did not feel a single symp-
tom of the disease.

My illness was rather 
difficult, with compli-
cations in the form of 

the development of 
viral pneumonia. Poli-

na was very worried 
about this, but her 

help and leaving al-
lowed me to get back 

on my feet quickly 
enough.
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I shot these multiple exposures, portraits of mother and daughter June 16, 2020. The same day that the restrictions were being gradually lifted, we decided to take a family road 
trip, once virtual school finished later that month, to Lake Superior to relax in the sparsely populated northern region surrounded by mighty Canadian wilderness.

When I entered the room that day, I asked Lulu what she was thinking. She 
replied: “I think somebody stole our spring, I hope they won’t do the same with 

summer.” Eventually I told her: “Why don’t you write down these thoughts?” Ever 
since she has been doing that and I decided to include her calligraphy and feelings 
over the photographs. Lulu speaks three languages: English, French and Italian. She’s 
enrolled in a French school. She’s learning to write in English and Italian on the side. 
Please forgive her funny spelling mistakes in English. By the end of the March break, 
as the slow rise of the pandemic suddenly gripped our lives, I had to tell my 8-year-old 
daughter Lulu that she would not go back to school. Hints of global warming, parading 
as early Canadian spring, gave that first week the levity and air of an extended holiday. 
However, as the death toll in Europe mounted, particularly in my home country of 
Italy, winter lingered once again. The days grew longer, more distressing, and distant 
learning proved a challenge for both me and my little girl. My wife, a public servant, 
had quickly been redeployed to the frontline to support the emergency COVID-19 
response and, in a single frame, I went from full-time photographer to stay-at-
home dad. The projects I had been working on were put on indefinite hold. Global 
pandemonium mixed with existential quandaries. I felt lost. I love my job and its daily 
grind. What was next? While we struggled as a family to adjust to the new forced 
realities, I was reminded of when as a kid, and mediocre basketball player, I would 
complain of my scarce playing time - my dad would tell me: “If you only have five 
minutes, show you can be a baller in that time.” I had to prove to myself that I was still 
a photographer, in the midst of this imposed spare time. As I watched my daughter, 
my only child, I saw a silent scuffle, reshaping her 8-year-old identity. Without friends, 
or siblings to amuse her, I witnessed an innate will to learn mingled with the magical 
whimsy of childhood. We imagined together. This is our story – the tale of Lulu and 
Giova’s endless days learning how to turn nightmares into dreams.

Stolen Spring
Giovanni Caprioti
POY 78: Semi-Finalist, COVID-19 Personal Expression
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This photograph was taken on August 10, 2020. Outside, the COVID-19 pandemic is already news around the world. Inside, in each home, it is experienced 
in very different ways. Jorge, 40, plays with his little daughter Ángeles, 8, in the small house they rent in the Buenos Aires suburbs of Argentina. They are 
always inventing games that involve activities of cooperation and mutual assistance. For that reason, both have a great connection and the girl from a very 
young age developed a deep sense of respect for differences. 

When Jorge was asked what is it like to live in times of a pandemic, he answered: “I was born without legs and without arms. I know very well what despair 
is, I have been living my own pandemic and isolation ever since. This is nothing new to me. What always saved me was the strength to stay true to myself. 
I wanted to become a father and received all kinds of criticism for that wish. It is not easy for others to believe that we are capable, much less for the state 
to guarantee our rights. When my daughter was born, I took my course back. I felt that I had triumphed over the prejudice of the "normal.” My dream is for 
disability laws to be enforced. I don't want to be called a hero or congratulated for being brave. I want respect, cooperation and more love between every-
one. I know that my daughter, at least, is going to give that to me.”

Constanza Portnoy, Nuestro Mundo
POY Latam: 3er Premio, Vida Cotidiana
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We are a family: my mother, my sisters Saleheh, 
12, Hananeh, 8, and I. In February 2020, 

COVID-19 became epidemic in Iran. It was about 5 
years ago that we used to stay at home because of my 
father’s death. Because of the virus everything, was 
closed and we were locked in our home alone with 
no physical connection with others. According to 
the WHO researchers, the virus has less danger for 
kids, but we face the virus directly because our mom 
is working in the local health center as a medical 
technician. In this photo series I tried to show how 
my sisters deal with this crisis and explore their 
world as kids when no one cares about kids in this 
situation.

Monochrome Days and 
Other Stories
Eshan Noortaqani
CPOY 75: Award of Excellence,
COVID Experience

LEFT: Schools have been closed for past few days. Today the 
government announced that they will be kept closed for an 
unknown period of time.

CENTER: Spring is coming and our apricot tree in the yard 
is blooming. My sisters used to water it each year by the first 
blossoms but now they just can watch it.

RIGHT: Mom should be at work at 7 am , so she slept earlier, 
but the girls are still awake till late night and watch prison 
break series.
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This is a participatory photo project I made together with my two 
sons, Davide Ferraro, 11, and Giovanni Ferraro, 8, developed as 

a means of mental resistance during COVID-19 lockdown in Italy 
(March 5 - May 18, 2020). All of the sudden, since the beginning of 
the confinement, children all over Italy had to stop going to school, 
seeing friends, doing sports or other activities but stay home. Families 
in isolation had started to deal with unusual stress and anxiety. We 
were among those lucky few to have a garden, because we live in the 
countryside. My sons were aware that outside the fence there was a 
serious epidemic going around in the world. I had explained them 
everything clearly. The problem with this transparency is that it 
feeds into the idea that parents cannot always protect their kids as 
fully as they want, so to relieve this sense of heaviness and weariness, 
I proposed creating images based on what they were feeling as a 
means to elaborate emotions. I played the role of an antenna trying 
to capture those sentences, dialogues, expressions of their feelings 
and fantasies that could trigger and inspire pictures they enacted 
at night. We ended up creating a universe of dreams thanks to the 
connection with the natural environment and in complete darkness, 
by enlightening the scene with different sources of lights. We let our 
connections played roles. We used items that we found at home: old 
toys, sheets, masks, old stuff from the garage. This kind of serious 
play we shared helped process complicated emotions, for which it is 
often hard to find language and that can be overwhelming for young. 
The title of this project both refers to the visual narrative we used 
and to the hope that in any situation, even the worst one, we would 
be able to find the positive aspects. For me, the silver linings of this 
confinement has been the precious long suspended time with my 
sons, during which I could enjoy the last colors of their childhood.

And in Darkness You Find Colors
Elisabetta Zavoli
POY 78: First Place, COVID-19 Personal Expression

Giovanni acts as The King Fish (a human king with a fish soul) during a 
"solo" performance of shadows behind a curtain made with an old bed 
sheet. The King Fish is an invented story by Giovanni of a powerful king 
who was able to escape the upper ground world and take refuge under 
the waters, but he misses a lot the breeze, the flowers and the animals of 
the world above. 

LEFT: Giovanni Ferraro, 8, laying on the grass in the garden at 
night, is lit with a LED torch by his brother Davide Ferraro, 11. 
Giovanni says, "When I put on my colored glasses, I can always 
see a different world.”

A bare fig tree, in the garden at dusk. Davide said about the 
daily news of the world death toll caused by the Covid-19 pan-
demic: "The whole world seems to be on fire.”
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Giovanni peeks out from among leaves in the garden. He used 
to spend endless time in the garden and when I found him hid-
ing under a bush, I asked how he was feeling and he answered, 
“I feel like drowning.”

RIGHT: Giovanni, wearing a white bed sheet, is lit by a LED light 
with a blue gel. Giovanni was running around flapping the sheet 
and I saw him as a tiny hummingbird fluttering around. In that 
moment, I raised my hand to touch him.

Davide missed his school friends a lot and began to dream about trav-
eling in time and space though a wormhole. "I miss my school friends 

and I would like to go back to meet them again...mum, could you make it 
happen?" he said. I played the role of an antenna trying to capture those 

sentences, dialogues, expressions of their feelings and fantasies that could 
trigger and inspire pictures they enacted at night.
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Ollie perches on a dirty plate April 17, 2020, while I’m filling the dishwasher. Ollie 
takes notice of every move I make and as soon as he sees an opportunity he’s back 
on the kitchen counter.

My oldest daughter cowers after Dollie flew past her, trying to enter the house, April 
6, 2020. She’s still frightened when the Ollie suddenly lands on the balcony railing. I 
hide my smile behind the camera, as I try to comfort her by saying they won’t hurt 
you. “I thought he was going to attack me,” she replies. As the nesting pigeons keep 
coming back to our place, slowly my girls have started to appreciate them—perhaps 
not as much as I do, but it’s a start.

Dollie has snuck past me and tried to land on the radiator April 8, 2020. She didn’t take into ac-
count all the loose items, and she struggles to keep her balance.

Pandemic Pigeons
Jasper Doest
POY 78: Third Place, 
Science & Natural History Picture Story

‘Pandemic Pigeons: A Love Story,’ chronicles 
the lives of Ollie and Dollie, a pair of bold 

pigeons that befriended my family while isolating 
in our apartment in the Netherlands during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Before we knew it, Ollie 
and Dollie became regulars in our house. Their 
daily visits have become a reminder of another re-
ality: the fact that we are not alone on this planet, 
and we need to share it with all living beings as if 
our lives depend on it. Even while isolating in a 
concrete jungle. Some people believe that by liv-
ing in an urban world, these birds avoid the rules 
of nature, but the opposite is true. Not only do 
pigeons face predators, food shortages, and com-
petition for nesting sites, but they’re also subject 
to the whims of human society. Weaker pigeons 
still manage to stretch their fate by begging for 
crumbs in the streets, and it’s these bottom-rung 
pigeons that shape the species’ overall reputation. 
It’s fascinating to me that while many of the an-
imals we don’t interact with are our most-loved, 
the animals we draw into our lives unintention-
ally are often the most hated. Pigeons must be 
one of the most unloved birds around. But we’ve 
got to know them as intelligent and social birds. 
Before we knew it, Ollie and Dollie became regu-
lars in our house. Their daily visits have become a 
reminder of another reality: We are not alone on 
this planet, and we need to share it with all living 
beings as if our lives depend on it. Even while 
isolating in a concrete jungle.

Dollie ready to land on the balcony door, where I installed a camera, April 18, 2020, in Vlaardingen, Netherlands. She lands on the 
camera lens instead and uses the higher vantage point to check out if the coast is clear before entering the kitchen. 
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During the time in quarantine, I had a lot of time 
to think. I started taking self-portraits as a visual 

expression of my reflection process. My portraits were 
taken during the period of isolation, but reflect the year 
2020, which has tested me emotionally as never before. 
I challenged myself on telling my story through moods 
rather than through concrete actions. I feel as if bad 
things keep recurring, like every two months. But the 
good things are also repeated, but they are usually harder 
to perceive. In my head, the image of periodic waves 
arose: Waves of good and of bad, which interfere and to 
which we humans are consistently exposed.

Periodic Waves
Jonas Dengler
CPOY 75: Bronze, COVID Experience

We only noticed 
the rapid changes 
via the internet. 
It was a strange, 
isolated feeling of 
powerlessness and 
uninformedness. 
Zoom became my 
best friend and 
worst enemy.

Then came Feb. 29, 
2020, the day that 
hardly exists. On this 
day our child left, 
after nine weeks. It 
was a painful night, 
especially for her. 
We spent six hours 
in the emergen-
cy room. When I 
walked home alone 
at half past six, it 
seemed as if some-
one had turned on 
the lights after a 
film was shown and 
now there is noth-
ing but reality - just 
the two of us.I soon realized that he was going to die. Yet I was afraid that it would break her, that it would change her, that it would change us.
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Natural light in our rooms was no longer was a call to action.

Colton Rothwell, 321 Kensington Ave
CPOY 75: Award of Excellence, COVID Experience
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On March 20, Argentina entered a full lockdown which we expected to 
end quickly but instead lasted for several months − much longer than 

we thought. We were only allowed to go outside for groceries, urgent matters, 
and essential work. I had to explain to my 2 1/2 yr-old daughter that she 
wasn’t allowed to play outside anymore and that from one day to the other 
our world had completely changed. I felt as if I were drowning in chaos − our 
routine, our place, everything was out of order. We were struggling with 
our everyday life. I felt trapped, like a caged animal in a megacity. From the 
terrace I looked at the treetops in front of our building and felt the desperate 
need to connect with nature. After a month, I found out I was pregnant. A 
sudden silence occupied the chaos. It was like, after spinning in high speed, 
the world had pushed pause. During full quarantine, after several days of 
heavy emotions, my body decided to end the pregnancy before it even had 
really begun. What followed was a profound sadness and guilt: I felt betrayed 
by my own body and at the same time, guilty about my sadness, for it had 
been “nothing“ so far. What struck me most − I knew all along before having 
any evidence in my hand. I began to be aware of the connection again, of my 
instincts, my female intuition. In order to fight against an overwhelming 
paralysis, I picked up the camera and began documenting what was around 
me. My daughter, my partner, myself, and what I missed so much − nature, 
little moments outside, forbidden walks to a nearby lagoon where I 
encountered a magical world. Nature had regained space, the lake lay crystal 
clear in the middle of Buenos Aires, teeming with birds and fish. I started to 
feel my part in a greater ecosystem, as a mother and as a woman, analyzing 
this connection with our inner animal. Technically, by nature, humans don’t 
undergo metamorphosis, but this quarantine somehow felt as if we do. Only 
the outcome is still unclear.

Morning Song
Sarah Pabst
POY 78: Runner-Up, COVID-19 Personal Expression
POY Latam: Mencion, El premio Nuestra Mirada

I hold a blood stained tissue after a very early pregnancy loss May 3, 2020, in Buenos Aires. After a week of 
heavy emotions during full lockdown, my body ended the pregnancy before it had really begun.

I embrace my husband on July 30, 2020 in Bue-
nos Aires, Argentina. Our bond has been fortified 

by the many proofs life has had for us and still 
might have. Few days before we board the plane 

to Germany we drift between joy and nostalgic 
feelings. Argentina entered a full lockdown on 

March 20 that endured more than four months.
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LEFT: I comfort my daughter after a meltdown she had because 
she wasn’t allowed to go to the playground in Buenos Aires on 
April 2, 2020. On March 20, Argentina entered a full lockdown and 
we were suddenly locked in our apartment. 

Self-portrait with what I miss after an early pregnancy loss in 
Buenos Aires on May 25, 2020. I noticed that on baroque paintings 
mothers are frequently pictured with one bare side.

Self-portrait with a veil in Buenos Aires on May 22, 2020. After the pregnancy loss and due to the isolation I sometimes just felt the need to hide myself. 
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At the beginning of the pandemic hospitals cancelled all 
elective surgeries and to practice social distancing used 
cation tape to rope off seating areas. I went to my appoint-
ments alone.  

I spent a lot of time on the phone with my mom talking 
about breastfeeding and motherhood. These calls were 
always bittersweet as I had imagined experiencing these 
moments in person. 

We had a particular birthing experience in mind before 
the pandemic, but it didn’t go according to plan. Home 
became even more of a safe haven, but the loneliness of 
quarantine made the days stretch into long weeks and 
longer months.

I found out I was pregnant, for 
the first time, with a baby girl 

three months before the COVID-19 
pandemic shut down the U.S. and 
forced me to shelter-in-place in Los 
Angeles. As a photographer, I have 
often documented what it’s like to 
be pregnant as a Black woman in the 
American South. COVID-19 pushed 
me to document my own experience 
as a Black pregnant woman living 
through extraordinary circumstances. 

Giving Birth in a 
Time of Death: 
A Love Letter to 
my Daughter
Bethany Mollenkof
POY 78: Finalist, 
COVID-19 Personal
Expression
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After giving birth, being wheeled through 
the empty hallways of the maternity wing 
felt surreal and ominous. A place once filled 
with people visiting new mothers and their 
babies was quieted by COVID-19 policies 
keeping everyone secluded in their rooms.  

One of the major appointments during my pregnancy was 
my 20-week anatomy scan, which I had to mentally pre-
pare for experiencing without my husband. He couldn’t 
attend because of COVID-19 restrictions, and he was also 
not allowed to call in. “There is a gravity that comes with 
bringing a life into the world and being a parent. The 
pandemic made that all the more clear,” said my husband, 
Gabriel Gooley.

My mother’s favorite flower is a lily and growing up we 
had lily motifs around our home. Seeing them made me 
feel close to her. Throughout my pregnancy I spent a lot 
of time thinking about the experiences women share. I 
thought about women throughout history, women who 
have survived wars, slavery, pandemics, miscarriages. 
Giving birth connected me in a deeper way to my own 
maternal line and all the women who came before me.

For the weeks I didn’t leave our home or immediate sur-
roundings, I thought about the importance of touching 
and being touched, and how the virus had changed such 
a simple human action.
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Sickness & health

疾病与健康
enfermedad y salud
बीमारी और स्वास्थ्य
ةحصلاو ضرملا

doença e saúde
хвороба і здоров’я
ความเจบ็ป่วยและสขุภาพ

یتمالس و یرامیب

sygdom og sundhed
תואירבו הלחמ
հիվանդություն և առողջություն
penyakit dan kesehatan
nexweşî û tenduristî
болезнь и здоровье
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My daughter is examined by a pedriatician after having a fever and a cough as my wife look on.                 

Eitan Ambramovich, Pandemic Through my Family
POY Latam: 2ndo Premio, La Pandemia en Iberoamérica



76 77

6-year-old Samantha faces hard time while she takes COVID-19 test along with her family March 29, 2020, the Kaka’ako 
Waterfront Park testing and screening program in Honolulu, Hawaii.

RIGHT: A health worker arrives to screen people for symptoms of COVID-19 on Sept. 4, 2020, in Dharavi, one of Asia’s big-
gest slums, in Mumbai, India. The number of people infected with the coronavirus in India rose by another 80,000 and is 
near Brazil’s total, the second-highest in the world. 

Shafkat Anowar
CPOY 75: Award of Excellence, COVID

Rafiq Maqbool, Virus Outbreak India
POY Asia: Award of Excellence, COVID-19
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Medics intubate a patient, 92, with COVID-19 symptoms at his home April 6, 2020 ,in Yonkers, New York. EMS Capt. AJ Briones and EMT Michelle Melo from Empress EMS were 
able to stabilize the man and transport him to a local hospital, although he died while in a coma a week later. Emergency medical services medics are the healthcare work-
ers most on the frontline in the battle against the coronavirus pandemic. Medics must enter the homes of infected and highly contagious patients, often treating them with 
life-saving procedures, including intubations, before transporting them to local hospitals. 

John Moore, Desperate Measures
POY 78: Award of Excellence, Spot News
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LEFT: A dangerous rare disease associated with COVID-19 led Francisco Costa, 13, to be admitted to the ICU of D. Estefânia 
Hospital, in Lisbon. At that time 200 children around the world developed a pathology that had already caused deaths and 
symptoms similar to Kawasaki disease and Toxic Shock syndrome. In Portugal, it was the first case. It all started with a high 
fever that on the second day insisted on not going down. At the hospital he did a lot of tests to detect the problem but none 
was conclusive. The symptoms began to manifest more intensely and from the initial red spots on the hands and forearms 
to kidney and respiratory failure was a small step. Francisco now fights for life. A serological test identified the presence of the 
new coronavirus. Days later of being sedated and intubated he reacted positively to the therapy. The tear, a reaction to the 
treatment administered was finally left behind and the battle for life was won. The photo was taken on April 29, 2020.

Janet Jarman, Covid Twins
POY 78: Award of Excellence, Daily Life

Rodrigo Cabrita, Life in a Tear
POY 78: Award of Excellence, Spot News

Medical personnel help Jazmín Joaquín de la Cruz breastfeed, an hour after she gave birth to twins inside the Covid-19 unit of 
the Instituto Nacional de Perinatología (INPer) Nov. 12, 2020, in Mexico City. When Covid positive mothers and their babies are 
in good condition, INPer medical personnel encourage them to breastfeed, provided that mothers wear a mask and face shield 
to protect the baby. Early on in the pandemic, treating Covid positive mothers became part of daily life for medical teams at 
INPer as doctors discovered that roughly one-quarter of all women admitted to the hospital were testing positive for the virus.
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Medical staff members caught 
right after finishing their 

shifts in various COVID hospitals in 
Moscow. Such a shift in a protective 
gear usually takes 6-8 hours.

After Shift
Valeriy Sharifulin
POY 78: Third Place,
Portrait Series

Nurse Svetlana | Vinogradov City Clinical Hospital No 64. 

Neurologist Olga | National Medical Research Center for Children’s 
Health of the Russian Healthcare Ministry.

Nurse Natalya | National Medical Research Center for Children’s Health 
of the Russian Healthcare Ministry.

Nurse Olga | National Medical Research Center for Children’s Health of 
the Russian Healthcare Ministry.

Nurses leave the ‘red zone’ at an intensive care unit May 27, 2020, at the RZD Medicine central clinical hospital in Moscow, Russia.
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Since the start of the pandemic, health workers 
have been operating in difficult conditions as 

they continue to save lives on the frontlines. At the 
hospital where I work, we are balancing caring for 
patients with a limited supply of personal pro-
tective equipment, while trying to keep track of 
changing protocols and working conditions. I have 
been chronicling my experiences as a nurse during 
these times. My colleagues and I are frequently in 
close contact with the virus that could infect us, our 
coworkers and our loved ones. Many of these factors 
add to the growing stress, grief and anxiety around 
and within me. On my days off, my husband and 
I, who is an intensive care unit nurse, try to relax 
and enjoy our time together, even if the mental and 
emotional toll of the crisis continues to linger. It is 
my hope for the public to understand the emotional 
and physical costs on healthcare workers as we con-
tinue to take to care of patients while the novelty 
of the pandemic wears off and the crisis becomes 
normalized.

I suffer from anxiety 
that locks up my 
knee and prevents 
me from moving. It 
happens every few 
months depending 
on my stress levels.

The hospital’s oper-
ating rooms are less 
busy than they were 
before the pandem-
ic. Only urgent and 
emergent surgeries 
are being performed 
and only when 
personal protective 
equipment is avail-
able. Hospital staff 
are faced with ethical 
questions regarding 
staff safety and pa-
tient’s quality of life.

Donning and Doffing
Rosem Morton
POY 78: Semi-Finalist, COVID-19 
Personal Expression

I write my name on my PAPR hood (powered air purifying respirator). This hooks up to a battery operated respirator that we share among the rest of the staff. With limited availability of 
personal protective equipment, I have to wipe and reuse this one disposable hood for the duration of the pandemic.
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My hands are dry from working in the hospital and the constant use of hand sanitizer.

RIGHT: I kiss my husband before heading off to work.
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Hospital patient Isidre Correa is taken to the seaside by intensive health care staff outside the Hospital del Mar on June 3, 2020, in Barcelona, Spain. Correa was taken into Inten-
sive Care on April 14 after his coronavirus infection worsened while he had been in hospital since April 9. He Left the ICU to follow his recovery at the hospital on June 3. Correa 
was the first recovered COVID-19 patient taken from the ICU to the seaside as part of their recovering process aiming to humanize its Intensive Care Units.

David Ramos, COVID Hits Spain
POY Latam: Mención, La Pandemia en Iberoamérica



90 91

Pablo Faustino Díaz, is a nurse and a traditional Shipibo-Konibo medicine expert. In the community, he has managed to bring the two worlds together, using plants such as tobacco 
and western medicines to protect his people from the symptoms of COVID-19.

Florence Goupil
POY Latam: Mención, Fotógrafo 
Iberoamericano del Año

Isaí Senencino 
has the Covid-19 
symptoms after 

being a volunteer 
at the Matico 

Command indig-
enous organiza-
tion. He is being 

treated with 
medicinal plants 

as an alterna-
tive method to 
western medi-

cine, against the 
Covid-19 virus by 

Matico Com-
mand volunteers. 

Addressing the use of traditional plant-based medi-
cine is a gateway to the diverse flora that the Shipi-

bo-Konibo indigenous people have long used and protected. 
But today, this consciousness linked to plants is in danger 
of disappearing. The epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic 
has moved to the Peruvian Amazon, endangering the lives 
of the indigenous Shipibo-Konibo people. Faced with gov-
ernment negligence, the Shipibo-Konibo decided to create 
a group of traditional nurses named “Comando Matico” in 
order to treat their people with medicinal plants. However, 
in December 2020, more than 209,179 confirmed cases and 
3 106 deceased were reported by the Peruvian Department 
of Indigenous Peoples, including elders and indigenous 
leaders with the symptoms of COVID-19. “Plants don’t 
leave us and we don’t leave plants”, states Ronald Suárez, 
president of the indigenous organization Coshikox. Ronald 
lost his mother along with seven other relatives due to 
Covid-19. He states that the disappearance of the Shipi-
bo-Konibo elders is extremely serious because with them 
goes the library of knowledge linked to the use of plants 
and the biodiversity of the Peruvian Amazon. Like Ronald, 
many Shipibo-Konibo consider this situation a genocide by 
abandonment.

The Consequences of 
the Pandemic in a
Diverse but Uneven 
Country

Gabriel Senenci-
na, is being 

treated by the 
community's 

traditional healer. 
When Gabriel 

was a young man, 
he got sick with 

tuberculosis. Be-
cause of the poor 
care given by the 

hospitals to the 
indigenous peo-

ple, Gabriel chose 
to cure himself 

with plants. 
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Matico leaves, also known as "Roca-roca Noi Rao" in native language, is the most important 
medicinal plant to heal respiratory problems. According to their cosmology, the plants of the 
Amazon are like doctors protecting humanity.

The Peruvian government doesn’t have a contingency plan to protect the Shipi-
bo-Konibo communities against the virus in places where there is no medical atten-
tion. The indigenous people only have access to outposts where they can get pills for 
flu and fever. Their confidence lies in their traditional remedies and medicinal plants.

Carlos Guimaraes, a Shipibo-Konibo elder, lies inside the mosquito net with strong 
symptoms of Covid-19. He is cared for by his family, his daughter and wife as the Ship-
ibo indigenous health protocol dictates to guard his health.

Demetrio Mera is an elder of the Cacataibo ethnic people from the Rainforest. He has COVID-19 symptoms and can barely breathe. He is being treated by the Matico Command, an 
organization of traditional nurses founded by the Shipibo-Konibo people.



94 95

In the early days of the pan-
demic, when little was known 

about how COVID-19 was 
transmitted, workers in the 

city’s public hospitals sought 
ways to limit their potential 

exposure while still caring for 
those suffering from Covid-19. 
By placing IV units in the hos-

pital hallways and extending 
the fluid lines into the arms 
of intubated patients, they 
were able to adjust dosage 

levels remotely. April 1, 2020, 
Queens, New York.

Most public hospitals had only 
a small number of electronic 

beds, so hospital workers had 
to manually “prone” patients 
in order to facilitate the flow 

of oxygen to the lungs. The 
process involves a team of 

doctors, nurses, and respiratory 
therapists gathering around 

a COVID patient and flipping 
them onto their stomach, while 

also stretching out their limbs 
into what they call a “swim-
mer’s position.” April 1, 2020, 

Queens, New York.

Philip Montgomery
POY 78: Finalist,
Photographer of the 
Year, International
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Amit Chakravarty
POY Asia: Second Place,
COVID Expressions

Being a journalist and covering the pandemic, I 
was extra cautious for my elderly parents at home. 

I had quarantined myself in a room since March, 
when I first went on assignment to the Gujarat 
border to cover the mass migration from Maharashtra 
to the neighboring states due to lockdown. On June 
2, early morning my father’s (84yrs) health condition 
deteriorated. Fearing the worse, especially due to his 
pre-existing medical conditions, I rushed him to a 
nearby hospital. At the hospital casualty ward, doc-
tors screened him for his body temperature and other 
vitals. After the initial screening and formalities, he 
had to be admitted to the hospital’s quarantine for 
further investigations. We were asked to undergo a 
compulsory COVID-19 test. As the night passed my 
tension grew and the much-awaited results came my 
father, was COVID positive. He was transferred to 
the R-ICU for his further treatment The family and 
I underwent home quarantine for the next 14 days. 
For the family, the war front became four-faced. First, 
to mitigate any further contamination at home by 
cleaning and sterilizing every possible corner of the 
flat, and tracking each other to ensure that none of us 
showed any symptoms of COVID. Second, to gain the 
confidence of our neighbors that we are not potential 
health hazards to them. Third, to make sure my dad 
was looked after properly at the hospital. Finally, the 
doctors suggested that we should take dad home for 
his further recovery, he has not shown any further 
symptoms since his admission and does not require 
further hospitalization. The final call came post 5 
p.m. on June 9 when the discharge processes started. 
He was stamped on his hand for home quarantine till 
June 17 and finally reached home at midnight. A daily 
caregiving routine followed. With his quarantine pe-
riod long over and much improved health. It seemed 
certain normalcy has prevailed finally.

When War
Comes Home
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COVID-19 patient Foysal Ahmad, 51, speaks with his wife, Nipa Begum, June 15, 2020, from the Critical Care unit of Royal Papworth Hospital in Cambridge, England. Ahmed was among 
some of the most severe COVID-19 patients in the country and spent over two months in the Critical Care Unit of Royal Papworth being kept alive with the help of an ECMO (Extracorpo-
real Membrane Oxygenation) machine, before being discharged roughly a month later. He continues his recovery at home with routine physical therapy. An ECMO machine pumps and 
oxygenates a patient’s blood outside the body, essentially doing the job of the lungs externally in order to give the body a chance to rest and recover. Royal Papworth is one of only five 
hospitals in England to provide ECMO machines for respiratory failure, as they require a highly-trained medical staff to operate and monitor the machines.

Lynsey Addario
POY 78: Finalist, Photographer of the Year, International
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Loss

损失
pérdida
हानि
عايض

perda
втрата
การสญูเสยี

نداد تسد زا

tab
דֵספֶה
կորուստ
kehilangan
winda
потеря
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Juliet Tuineau, Ray Tuineau’s widow, pours a bucket of soil on her husband’s coffin during a burial service Aug. 22, 2020, at Valley View Memorial Park in West Valley City, Utah. 

Yukai Peng
CPOY 75: Award of Excellence, COVID
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Lynsey Addario
POY 78: Finalist, Photographer of the Year, International

RIGHT: Samuel Akinsanya weeps as he follows the casket of his mother, Esther Iyabode Akinsanya, 55, to her final resting place 
June 22, 2020, at the Woolwich Cemetery in South London, England. Akinsanya was a long-time nurse who died on April 15th after 
contracting COVID-19 alongside her sister, who was also a nurse, while working at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in London. One 
sister lived, and one sister died. 

Two sisters, Tricia Tattershall, 68, left, and Christine Baker, 72, right, (and their nephew, Ricky Caddy), say goodbye to their only 
brother, Eric Hallett, 76,  on May 4, 2020, outside Wakely & Sons Funeral Home, in Crewkerne, England. He passed away in a 
nursing home, and because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the sisters were unable to attend his funeral in a local crematorium due 
to a limit on the number of mourners who can safely fit inside. Hallett’s sisters and other family members lined the streets as his 
coffin made the journey from the funeral home to the crematorium.
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Nancy Ismael, 13, sleeps on her parents’ bed June 25, 2020, in Sterling Heights, Michi-
gan. She  started sleeping more in their bed, where she used to curl up next to her dad.

Nancy Ismael, 13, holds the family bird, Coocoo, who lives in a cage on top of the fridge, on 
June 22, 2020, in Sterling Heights, Michigan.

Nash Ismael, 20, lights up fireworks for his sisters Nancy, 13, and Nadeen, 18, at home on 
June 24, 2020, in Sterling Heights, Michigan.

Nash Ismael, 20, places his arms around his sisters Nadeen, 18, left, and Nancy, 13, as they visit the gravesite of their parents on Father’s Day at 
White Chapel Memorial Park Cemetery on June 21, 2020, in Troy, Michigan. The Ismael children lost their parents within weeks to COVID-19.

Salwan Georges
POY 78: Photographer of
the Year, International

In Michigan, an Iraqi-Chaldean father 
of three came home sick from work, 

soon learning he had COVID-19. By 
May, he and his wife were dead. The 
orphaned Ismael children struggled 
to cope with grief, but also with how 
to pay bills, mow the lawn, and shop. 
Nash, 20, became his sisters’ caretaker. 
He took them to their parents’ graves 
on Father’s Day - where Nadeen, 18, had 
collapsed at her dad’s funeral. Nanssy, 
13, sleeps in her parents’ bed, where she 
used to curl up with dad. The Ismael 
children knew COVID-19 reached their 
working-class suburb in March, but 
they seldom worried. That’s how their 
parents wanted it. The family came to 
America in 2012, after escaping Iraq. 
The oldest children still remember 
sounds of bombs in Baghdad. In Mich-
igan, their parents tried to provide. 
Nameer worked long days at a man-
ufacturer to pay for his son’s car, and 
Nada never let her daughters do chores 
because, she said, there would be time 
to teach them when they were ready to 
face life on their own.

Virus Orphans
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Jacob Moscovitch
CPOY 75: Gold, COVID Experience

“Goodnight,” Imma said to the photos of my 
Grandmother as she walked up the stairs to 

her bedroom. Imma, which is Hebrew for mom, was 
not ready to say goodbye to her mother who passed 
alone in Israel amid COVID-19. Due to the pandemic, 
Imma couldn’t hold her mother as she died. She lights 
the remembrance candle every day and she prays over 
the Shabbat candles every week as Grandma did. 
Both joy and grief have come in waves. My whole life, 
Imma has held me. Now, I hold Imma.

Holding Imma

LEFT: “I wish you could have said goodbye,” Imma admitted while standing for a portrait June 7, 2020. “I regret so much,” she 
said. Imma will visit her mother’s gravesite when it is safe to travel.

On the day Grandma passed, our Rabi allowed my family into the synagogue to recite prayers her and speak of her memory in a 
holy space. It was the first time we left the house since early March. Here, a print from that day rests on Imma’s bed July 4, 2020.
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My parents said goodbye to Israel after they got married. On her one-way flight to Los Angeles, Imma 
carried a jumbled archive of family photos. Those photos are all she has of her mother. Here, Imma and my 
father laugh together while bracing cold wind June 7, 2020 at the beach.

“I didn’t even say goodbye” Imma said. “The last thing I said to my mom 
was goodnight over the phone, but she couldn’t say anything back.” 
Imma did not speak of Grandma during Mother’s Day on May 10, 2020.

In Jewish tradition, family members light a memorial candle non-stop 
for one year after a death. Every Sunday, Imma makes a new bouquet to 
accompany the candle. Here, an array of old photographs are illuminated 
by the candlelight May 8, 2020.

OPPOSITE: Red and blue hues spill onto Imma’s bedroom door from her younger daughter’s 
LED lights on May 10, 2020. In Judaism, marking one’s door with lamb blood shuns the angel of 
death.
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Philip Montgomery
POY 78: Finalist,
Photographer of the 
Year, International

Paramjit Singh Purewal and 
his wife, Gurmit Kaur, of 

the Bronx each fell ill with 
Covid-19 during the early 

months of the pandemic. 
Paramjit did not survive. 

Gurmit did, and was released 
from the hospital just in time 

to attend her husband’s small 
funeral service at Farenga 

Brothers. In this image, which 
appeared on the cover of the 
May 17 issue of the magazine, 
she touches his forehead with 
her gloved hand, bidding him 

goodbye before laying her 
head at his waist.

Overwhelmed by demand 
during the height of the pan-
demic, Sal and Nick Farenga, 

owners of the Farenga Brothers 
Funeral Home in the Bronx, 

had no choice but to create a 
makeshift morgue out of its 
largest chapel, which usual-
ly seats 40 people. The staff 

moved out most of the chairs, 
set the air-conditioning to its 

lowest possible setting and 
turned on a dehumidifier to 

help preserve the bodies. April 
10, 2020, New York.
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LEFT: Family hold pictures of Mr. Moradi and his daughter, 
Mehrnaz, who passed away from COVID-19. Mehrnaz’s moth-
er suffered the virus, but recovered.

A vase of flowers sits on a table at the Farone and Son Funeral 
Home on Oct. 16, 2020, in Syracuse, New York.

Shannon Smith, Memento Mori
CPOY 75: Award of Excellence, COVID Experience

Azadeh Beshrati
CPOY 75: Award of Excellence, COVID

People wear face masks as they pray at a mourning ceremony ahead of Ashura Day on Aug. 29, 2020, in Istanbul, Turkey. According to latest reports, Turkey recorded 
33,198 new coronavirus infections Dec. 8, 2020, the highest daily number in Europe. Since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic more than 18.861 people have died in 
Turkey, including 211 health workers, who take care of coronavirus patients, according to Turkey Medical Association. 

Sedat Suna, Outbreak Diaries in Turkey
POY 78: Second Place, COVID-19 News Picture Story
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Stacey Ned, center, cries as she sits socially distanced from her family at her father Clifton Ned’s viewing at Duggan’s Funeral Home on April 13, 2020, in San Francisco, California.

Funeral director Vaughn Nixon Sr., center, and family members carry the casket of Ella Dean Brown to the hearse out-
side of Duggan’s Funeral Home on April 13, 2020, in San Francisco, California. Ella Dean Brown did not die of the corona-
virus but her family was forced to wear masks and gloves and were only allowed to have ten people attend the funeral.

Gabrielle Lurie
POY 78: Photographer of the Year, Local

The Bayview and the Richmond neighborhoods in the Bay 
Area are two of the oldest historically Black neighbor-

hoods. They have also been hit the hardest by COVID-19. In 
May, a national study showed that, despite making up 13.4% of 
the U.S. population, African Americans accounted for nearly 
60% of coronavirus deaths. These neighborhoods have long suf-
fered the consequences of the Bay Area’s income inequality — 
the highest in the state, with the wealthiest 5% of households 
earning 16 times more than the poorest 20%. In the pandemic, 
poorer, blue-collar workers had a greater chance of falling ill, 
and embattled neighborhoods like the Bayview — which has 
suffered from pollution, nuclear contamination, substandard 
housing, divestment and institutional racism — were more 
likely to suffer. COVID-19 has not only hurt the people who 
live in these areas but exploited a precious sense of communi-
ty.

Lives Cut Short: COVID-19 
Hits Black Communities
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Family members release doves simultaneously during the funeral of Dol Oth at Woodlawn Cemetery on Oct. 2, 2020, in Syracuse, New York.

Shannon Smith, Memento Mori
CPOY 75: Award of Excellence, COVID Experience
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A man cries over his mother’s grave Sept. 29, 2020, in the Nossa Senhora Aparecida cemetery in Manaus, Amazonas, Brazil. Iris Gonçalves Alves died aged 54 the previous day as a victim 
of COVID-19, according to data on her burial record. During the COVID-19 pandemic, only three relatives of each victim can attend burials in Manaus cemeteries. The cemeteries were 
closed when the first cases were reported in the city and the prohibition for visitors remain.

Raphael Alves, Insulae
POY Latam: 1er Premio, La Pandemia en Iberoamérica
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Merhdad Vahed
POY Asia: First Place, COVID Expressions

Vadi-Rahmat cemetery of Tabriz, Blocks 65 and 57, mothers, 
fathers, husbands, wives and children are sleeping here. 

They are the victims of the COVID-19 pandemic buried in these 
blocks. According to Iranian culture and customs, a portrait of 
the deceased is engraved on a tombstone.

The Last Portrait
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Karim Mottaghi
POY Asia: First Place, COVID Picture Story

Sanctions, domestic and foreign political tensions have made 
the Iranian government less focused on controlling the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Due to the failure to take timely preven-
tive measures by the responsible institutions and organizations, 
the prevalence of Coronavirus became more serious in Iran 
since March. Coronavirus continuously takes victims in all 
provinces and cities of the country. Dealing with the funeral 
and burial rites of the victims of this event varies according 
to the common traditions and cultures in each region. In the 
common culture of Azarbaijan province, people pay more 
attention to the performance of funeral and burial rites and 
participate in it extensively. Given the risk of a rapid outbreak 
of the Coronavirus, the burial rites of the victims, unlike this 
common culture, are performed even without the presence of 
victims’ relatives or usually with the presence of a small number 
of them. The funeral of the victims of the Coronavirus is very 
unaccompanied and dramatic. I closely observed the stages of 
bathing, shrouding, funeral and burial rites, also participated 
in it directly and photographed – or worked with the cemetery 
staff – there for at least 48 days, from April 7 to December 
24, 2020. In Vadi-Rahmat Cemetery, the largest cemetery in 
north-western Iran, no specific section has been set aside for 
the burial of the victims of the Coronavirus, and families are 
free to determine the location of the burial. ‘Block 65’ is busier 
than other parts of the cemetery, and most of the victims are 
buried there. Because the most Coronavirus victims are from 
the low-income and middle classes, the ‘Block 65’ of the ceme-
tery is becoming more and more crowded and expanded. ‘Block 
65’ is farther and cheaper than other parts of the cemetery, and 
the most dramatic part of Corona’s story takes place there.

Drama of Block 65

LEFT: As an oblation, it is a tradition to pour wheat on the graves of the 
dead to feed the birds. This young couple poured pour wheat on the 
graves of all Coronavirus victims buried in Block 65 in this cold, snowy 
weather. The man’s mother and the woman’s father were the Corona-
virus victims buried here with an interval of 15 days. Snow covers the 
wheat poured on the graves, and hungry birds hunt for food with a lot 
of noise. Hungry sparrows are looking for wheat thrown on the graves of 
Coronavirus victims.

Relatives of the Coronavirus victims are usually allowed to attend their 
loved one’s grave when the burial rites is complete. Then, they often 
come to the grave of the deceased the day after the burial and recite 
the Qur’an and prayers. These three women pray over the grave of their 
mother, who was infected and died with Coronavirus.



128 129

There is no special morgue for Coronavirus victims in Vadi-Rahmat cemetery and they are kept in ambulances until burial time – every day from 2 p.m. As the number of victims in-
creased, the cemetery officials were forced to use the morgue dedicated for ordinary dead. Teimur Ahmadi, 35, with 3 years of experience working in the cemetery mortuary, disinfects 
the morgue after each new victim arrives.

Due to the critical situation, special coffins have been set aside to carry the Coronavirus 
victims. Mehdi Zareaan, a mortuary worker, cleans and disinfects the coffins. He returns the 
coffin No. 9 to the mortuary to carry another victim to the burial site.

Every day, all staff and burial officials of the Coronavirus victims in the cemetery, burn their 
clothes and other safety equipments in this special place after performing burial rites. The 
burial officials of the Coronavirus victims say this is “a fire that has never been extinguished 
since the beginning of the Coronavirus outbreak.” Here is the only place they are some-
what happy to vist, because they hope they will not see any corpses until tomorrow.
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Seyyed Matin Hashemi, Rectangle of Death
CPOY 75: Silver, COVID Experience

A volunteer is tired after washing corpses. The fear of contracting COVID-19 was quite evident among the people or Iran. The virus took the lives of many people and created 
difficult economic conditions. Additionally, the issue of burying the dead of this disease created a new challenge. By strictly observing the health protocols in Block 65, they pro-
ceeded to bury the dead of this disease. Funerals without the presence of the deceased’s family. Volunteer students wore clothes other than their own and performed religious 
rites for the deceased. Disinfectants changed the atmosphere of Block 65. 
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Lasting effects

持久的影响
efectos duraderos
स्थायी प्रभाव
ةمئاد راثآ

efeitos duradouros
тривалі ефекти
ผลกระทบที่ยัง่ยนื

راگدنام تارثا

varige virkninger
תוכשמתמ תועפשה
տեւական ազդեցություններ
efek abadi
bandorên mayînde
длительные эффекты
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Anuj Arora, Portrait of My Mother
POY Asia: Third Place, COVID Expressions
My mother, Seema Arora, being a housewife for the past 29 years has probably done the same amount of labor for the family since always. The lockdown, the pandemic, and the time 
spent at home is what made me notice and ponder upon her as anything other than “maa”, other than the part of her identity attached to mine. I saw changes— her white hair, her 
anxious behavior, and was troubled by how much I had missed while I wasn’t really looking inside my own domestic space. There were regrets which raised questions— why would 
she choose this life, or did someone else choose this life for her claiming care? I had a million questions running in my head and I didn’t even know where to begin or how to talk to her 
about them. The domestic sphere is riddled with shadows under which these women spend almost all of their lives, their work often going unnoticed, and everything they do taken for 
granted. I imagined being in the same position at my workplace, and I was stunned at how difficult and disturbing it seemed even within the realm of imagination. 
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Essential worker and fire-
fighter Tanesha Gibson, 33, 
poses for a photograph while 
working at Fire Station 17 on 
June 1, 2020, in the Bayview 
district of San Francisco, 
California. 
 
Of the coronavirus Gibson 
says, “No one knows who 
has it, who we’re gonna be 
around that has it, or if we’re 
gonna bring it to the depart-
ment or get it from the de-
partment and bring it home 
to our families… It’s kinda hard 
… going to work and you don’t 
know if today is your day to 
get it.”

Nurse Pauline Tran poses for 
a photograph at the testing 
site for Covid-19 on June 24, 
2020, at Laguna Honda Hos-
pital in Midwood Terrace, San 
Francisco, California.

On being an essential worker, 
Tran says, “I’m doing my part 
to help out the hospital as 
well as the community, just 
decreasing the spread and 
preventing the disease. Other 
people can decide ‘I’m gonna 
be at home and hide away 
and prevent the spread,’ but 
as essential workers we have 
to go out there and do our 
job and get the tasks done 
for the people that need it. 
Daily work is still needed, and 
there are people that go out 
there to get the work done 
and that is their duty.”

Bernard Lewis, 61, poses for a 
photograph on his recycling 
route for Recology on June 17, 
2020, in the Sunnyside neigh-
borhood of San Francisco, 
California.

On working during the pan-
demic Lewis says, “I look for-
ward to each and every day. 
Being able to go out and do 
something that the world is 
counting on. Everyone needs 
trash removed, otherwise 
things will get worse. If trash 
builds up, things can get 
really bad, so I feel really good 
deep down inside to be able 
to provide that.”

Larry Cruz, 60, who is a USPS 
postal carrier poses for a pho-
tograph during his route May 
27, 2020, in Potrero Hill, San 
Francisco, California.

On being an essential worker, 
Cruz says, “I feel like every-
body is essential. This is our 
normal job. I don’t know that 
I can be considered essential. 
I just try to do my job. I’m 
not like a soldier protecting 
the country; I just deliver the 
mail.”

Gabrielle Lurie
POY 78: Photographer of the Year, Local

We talk about work differently now, ever since the novel 
coronavirus began sweeping through the country. We 

shut down first, on March 17, and told everyone to stay at 
home, to shelter in place. Only not quite everyone. Some work 
was so “essential” that staying home and staying safe wasn’t an 
option. That was true for doctors and nurses, of course, but also 
for factory workers, bus drivers, mail carriers, social workers ... 
and on and on the list of “essential workers” went. Cashiers and 
food service workers might be called heroes now but we know 
that the essential workers risking the most often make the least. 
We also know that the burden of this frontline work falls dis-
proportionately to women and people of color. As COVID-19 
rips through meatpacking plants and restaurants and farms, it 
finds footholds in communities with fewer resources, further 
straining already strained families.

Essential Workers

Essential farmworker Pablo Barrera poses for a portrait while planting 
organic cantaloupe June 9, 2020, at Del Bosque Farms in Firebaugh, 
California.  
 
Pablo Barrera has worked this farm, all 2,000 acres, for more than 20 
years. He’s 67 and dresses like a ranchero. His belt buckle is big and 
shiny, and the brim on his hat turns up sharply on the sides. He tucks 
his plaid shirt tight into his jeans. 
 
These days he wears a mask, too. Barrera is one of the 400,000 Cal-
ifornia agricultural workers who feed the state and the nation. The 
vast majority of these workers are undocumented; they have little 
option but to work. 
 
“At first, I was a little bit afraid,” Barrera said. “But from there I decided 
to work.”  
 
“Thank god nothing has happened to me. I have been free from all 
that pandemic, and I pray to God it stays that way as I move forward.”
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Medical workers from The First Bethune Hospital of Jilin University hug their Wuhan colleagues at the airport as they prepare to 
leave after the lockdown was lifted April 8, 2020,  in Wuhan, China.

Roman Pilipey
POY Asia: Award of Excellence,
COVID Picture Story

On January 23, 2020, Wuhan, the COVID-19 
pandemic’s ground zero and a Chinese city 

of more than 11 million, had been sealed off from 
the rest of the world in an attempt to limit the 
coronavirus outbreak’s spread. Planes and trains 
leaving the metropolis were canceled, highway 
entrances were shut down, people couldn’t get in or 
out. Within Wuhan, public transport was suspend-
ed. In human’s history, such a big lockdown had 
never been attempted. The beginning of lifting the 
lockdown began on March 28 when the city was 
partly re-opened, only allowing people to enter 
the city. And on April 8, after 76 days, Wuhan 
ended its strict lockdown, giving a huge relief to 
all citizens. At that time, according to China’s 
officials over 2500 people died from COVID-19 in 
Wuhan and more than 50,000 coronavirus cases 
were recorded. Later the city’s death toll was raised 
by 50 percent, although the number was still much 
disputed among experts and world leaders. When 
Wuhan, was reopening to the outside world the 
novel coronavirus outbreak has been already named 
a pandemic by the World Health Organization, 
with over a million infections and thousands of 
deaths worldwide.

The Final Days of the
Lockdown in Wuhan

A man wearing a protective face mask walks at the riverside park along the Yangtze River on April 6, 2020, in Wuhan, China. Wuhan, the epicenter of the coronavirus outbreak, lifted the 
lockdown on April 8, allowing people to leave the city after more than two months. 
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A volunteer claiming his friend died of Covid-19 sits next to flowers placed in memory for Covid-19 victims April 4, 2020, in Wuhan, China. On April 4, China held nation-wide mourning for 
people who died during the outbreak of Covid-19.

A woman standing behind a security fence separating a residential area and a street 
receives a delivery package April 4, 2020, in Wuhan, China.

A medical worker wearing a full protective outfit tests a man for Covid-19 symptoms on 
the street April 1, 2020, in Wuhan, China.

People wearing protective face masks observe three minutes of silence to mourn for the 
coronavirus Covid-19 victims April 4, 2020,  in Wuhan, China.

A person closes a security fence separating a residential area and a street April 7, 2020, in 
Wuhan, China. 
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Haruka Sakaguchi
POY 78: Finalist, COVID-19 Personal Expression

These images appeared in the story “‘I Will Not Stand Silent.’ 10 
Asian Americans Reflect on Racism During the Pandemic and the 

Need for Equality”, which addresses pandemic-fueled racism against 
Asian Americans. Created in collaboration with TIME photo editors 
Sangsuk Sylvia Kang and Katherine Harris Pomerantz, the imag-
es depict the stories of ten New York-based Asian Americans, who 
shared their experiences of racism during the pandemic and how their 
perspectives have been shaped by the Black Lives Matter protests. The 
project combines first-person accounts with virtual portraits, laid atop 
photographs of the locations where they were harassed. The resulting 
images were published on the 7/6/2020 issue of TIME Magazine. 
 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the photographer gave each individual 
posing instructions over FaceTime and screenshotted their portrait. 
She then visited the corresponding locations and photographed them 
on her camera.

Asian Americans Reflect on 
Seeing Themselves, Race,
and the Pandemic
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Joshua Bickel, Pandemic Revolt
POY 78: Finalist, Photographer of the Year, Local

Protesters chant “Open Ohio Now!” in defiance of social distancing guidelines outside the doors to the Statehouse Atrium as news reporters listen during the State of Ohio’s Coronavirus 
response update April 13, 2020, at the Ohio Statehouse in Columbus, Ohio. About 100 protesters assembled outside the building during Gov. Mike DeWine’s daily update on the state’s 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic to rally against his administration’s stay-at-home order and closure of non-essential businesses and schools.



146 147
Maricopa County constable Darlene Martinez escorts a family out of their apartment after serving an eviction order for non-payment Sept. 30, 2020, in Phoenix, Arizona.

John Moore
POY 78: First Place,
Issue Reporting Picture Story

Thousands of court-ordered evictions 
continue nationwide despite a Centers 

for Disease Control (CDC) moratorium for 
renters impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. 
Although state and county officials say they 
have tried to educate the public on the protec-
tions, many renters remain unaware and fail to 
complete the necessary forms to remain in their 
homes. In many cases landlords have worked 
out more flexible payment plans with vulnera-
ble tenants, although these temporary solutions 
have become fraught as the pandemic drags on. 
With millions of Americans still unemployed 
due to the pandemic, federal rental assistance 
proposals remain gridlocked in Congress. The 
expiry of the CDC moratorium at year’s end 
looms large, as renters and landlord face a 
potential tsunami of evictions and foreclosures 
nationwide.

Pandemic Evictions

Maricopa County constable 
Darlene Martinez shows Hector 

Medrano court documents 
ordering his family’s eviction 
from an RV park Oct. 7, 2020, 
in Phoenix, Arizona. Medrano 
was able to get a last-minute 

salary advance to forestall the 
eviction. Even for families who 

have remained healthy from 
the coronavirus, the indirect 

effects of the pandemic have 
been especially tough on 

America’s poor, who often deal 
with simultaneous crises, even 

in normal times. In the Medrano 
family’s case, inconsistent work, 

a string of tragedies and even 
family separation have com-

bined to push them to the brink 
of homelessness. This summer 

Medrano’s work as a truck driver 
was sporadic due to the pan-
demic economy. Meanwhile, 

he spent his entire savings on 
three funerals for family mem-
bers in less than four months.

Angel Medrano, 8, gets help 
with distance learning math 

from his sister Cassandra, 16, on 
Oct. 9, 2020 in Phoenix, Arizona. 

Their mother, Ana Cecilia, who 
had temporary residency status 

in the U.S. traveled to Mexico 
in December of 2019 to care for 

her sick mother, but has since 
been unable to return to Arizo-
na due to a sealed U.S.-Mexico 

border. The separation left 
Hector Medrano to care for 

their three children, supervising 
distance learning during the 

day, while working nights. For 
families like the Medranos, new 

federal pandemic assistance-
cannot come soon enough.
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According to a report prepared by the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), plastic waste equivalent to 33,880 plastic bottles is being mixed into the 
Mediterranean per minute. one of the countries hit most plastic waste coming to the shores of Italy and then Turkey. 
 
The medical wastes used during the pandemic process we live in reach the seas due to the human factor and winds. While plastics and gar-
bage in the world pose a great danger to our seas, “medical wastes”, which are newly included in these garbage, point to bigger problems and 
an irreversible environmental pollution.

Sebnem Coskun, New Danger to Underwater Life ‘Covid-19 Wastes’
POY 78: Second Place, Science & Natural History Singles
POY Asia: First Place, Nature & Environment
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Adam Dean
POY 78: Second Place,
Science & Natural History Picture Story

A team of researchers consisting of scientists, ecologists, 
and officers from Thailand’s National Park Department 

have been conducting bat sampling collection missions 
throughout Thailand’s countryside in an effort to understand 
the origins of COVID-19. Led by Dr. Supaporn Wachara-
pluesadee, whose team at the Thai Red Cross Emerging 
Infectious Diseases-Health Science Center at Chulalongkorn 
University was the first to analyze and confirm a COVID-19 
case outside of China and has led the research in Thailand 
on tracing the virus. The team from Chulalongkorn Univer-
sity has been researching coronaviruses for 10 years with an 
expertise in the study of bats. The research team takes part 
in a catch and release program where they sample saliva, 
excrement, blood and tissue samples from a variety of bats in 
Thailand.

The Virus Hunters

LEFT: A team of researchers catch bats as they fly out of the Khao Chong 
Pran Cave at dusk Dec. 11, 2020, Ratchaburi, Thailand. 

A team of researchers head back to their field laboratory after catching bats 
at the Khao Chong Pran Cave on Dec. 11, 2020, in Ratchaburi, Thailand.

An aerial view of the monastery and Khao Chong Pran Cave, on the right of 
the road, where tourists and visitors come and watch millions of bats fly out 
at dusk each night Dec. 13, 2020,  in Ratchaburi, Thailand.
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A team of ecologists and ecology students from Kasetsart University collect samples from a wrinkle-lipped free-tailed bat at an on site lab near the near the Khao Chong Pran Cave  on 
Dec. 11, 2020, in Ratchaburi, Thailand.

Local villagers collect bat droppings to sell as fertilizer in the Khao Chong Pran Cave on 
Dec. 12, 2020, in Ratchaburi, Thailand.

A team of researchers use nets to catch bats at the Khao Chong Pran Cave near Buddha 
statues Dec. 11, 2020, in Ratchaburi, Thailand.
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People gather outside a bar May, 24, 2020, in Manaus, Brazil amid the pandemic. Although health experts warn that the pandemic is far from over in Manaus, or across the country, na-
tional polls show adherence to lockdowns and quarantines falling, and a growing percentage of Brazilians are neglecting local leaders’ safety recommendations.

Felipe Dana
POY 78: Mención,
La Pandemia en Iberoamérica

Manaus is one of the hardest hit cities in 
Brazil, which officially has lost more than 

200,000 lives to the coronavirus. But in the 
absence of evidence proving otherwise, many 
relatives are quick to deny the possibility that 
COVID-19 claimed their loved ones, meaning 
that the toll is likely a vast undercount. As 
ambulances zip through Manaus with sirens 
blaring and backhoes dig rows of new graves, 
the muggy air in this city by the majestic Am-
azon River feels thicker than usual with such 
pervasive denial. Manaus has seen nearly triple 
the usual number of dead in April and May.

Death and Denial
in the Amazon

Nurse Janete Vieira, center, and Doctor Daniel Siqueira monitor COVID-19 patients onboard an aircraft as they are transferred from 
Santo Antônio do Içá to a hospital in Manaus, Brazil, on May 19, 2020. The virus has spread upriver from Manaus, creeping into remote 
riverside towns and indigenous territories to infect indigenous tribes. 
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LEFT: Relatives mourn over the body of Luis da Silva, 82, who had pre-existing health conditions and died at home after suffering from 
shortness of breath May 10, 2020, in Manaus, Brazil. Per capita, Manaus is Brazil’s major city hardest hit by COVID-19.

An SOS Funeral worker wearing protection equipment amid the new coronavirus pandemic prepares to remove the body of Eldon Cas-
cais on May 9, 2020, in Manaus, Brazil. According to relatives, Cascais had lung cancer and died at home after suffering from shortness of 
breath, cough and fatigue for a week.
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SOS Funeral work-
ers move a coffin 
holding the body 
of an 86-year-old 

woman who lived 
by the Negro River 

and who is sus-
pected of dying 
of COVID-19 on 

May 14, 2020, near 
Manaus, Brazil. The 

virus has spread up-
river from Manaus, 

creeping into 
remote riverside 

towns and indige-
nous territories to 
infect indigenous 

tribes. 

SOS Funeral 
workers transport 

by boat a coffin 
carrying the body 
of an 86-year-old 

woman who lived 
by the Negro River 
and is a suspected 

to have died of 
COVID-19 May, 14, 

2020, near Manaus, 
Brazil. The virus has 
spread upriver from 

Manaus, creeping 
into remote river-

side towns and in-
digenous territories 

to infect indigenous 
tribes.

Crosses mark the 
graves of those who 

have passed away 
since early April, fill-
ing a new section of 

the Nossa Senhora 
Aparecida public 

cemetery amid the 
new coronavirus 

pandemic on May 
16, 2020, in Manaus, 
Brazil. The new area 

was opened last 
month to cope with 

a sudden surge in 
deaths in the city, 

though most of the 
deceased were not 

tested for COVID-19. 
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Joshua Irwandi, The Human Cost of COVID-19
POY Asia: First Place, COVID-19

The body of a suspected coronavirus victim, wrapped in yellow infectious waste plastic bags and wrappers, lies on the patient's deathbed awaiting a body bag in a hospital April 18, 2020, 
Indonesia. The wrapping of the patient, which takes two nurses a full hour to complete through three layers of plastic and nine times of disinfection, is intended to suppress the spread 
of coronavirus. As mandated by the Indonesian Ministry of Health, the wrapping of the body is a standard procedure for every suspected, comorbid, and positive confirmed COVID-19 
death. This process continues until today. After the image was published by National Geographic, the image sparked denial and strong reaction across social media. Many who saw the 
image declared it to be a setup intended to spread fear. By the end of the year, Indonesia had reported around 743,000 cases of COVID-19 and more than 22,000 deaths.
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Moving forward

向前进
avanzando
आगे बढ़ते हुए
مامالل كرحتي

avançando
просування вперед
กา้วไปขา้งหนา้

ولج هب ور تکرح

Bevæger sig fremad
המידק ענ
շարժվելով առաջ
bergerak kedepan
pêşde diçin
продвижение вперед
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A Thai elementary school student wears a face mask and sits at a desk with a social distancing screen during class at the Wat Khlong Toey School on July 2, 2020 in Bangkok, Thailand. 
In the beginning of July The Wat Khlong Toey School reopened its doors to its approximately 250 students following the relaxation of lockdown measures during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. When the school was forced to shutter its doors in mid March due to Thailand’s emergency decree and lockdown, the administration and teachers prepared measures to ensure a 
safe reopening including installing sinks and soap dispensers outside of each classroom, creating social distancing screens in classrooms and lunch areas and installing hand sanitizer 
and temperature scanners at the entry.

Lauren DeCicca, Social Distancing at Thai Schools
POY Asia: Third Place, COVID-19
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A public commemoration was organized in a local sports ground in Nembro, one of the hardest hit towns in Italy. 
The field is marked with white lines and chairs are placed with space between them in order to keep a safe distance.

RIGHT: Los Angeles Dodgers’ fans watch game two of the World Series 2020 between the Tampa Bay Rays and 
Los Angeles Dodgers Oct. 21, 2020, at a drive-in is organized on the grounds of Dodger Stadium amid the corona-
virus pandemic in Los Angeles, California.

Étienne Laurent, Dodger Stadium Drive-in for Fans to Watch Tampa 
Bay Rays vs Los Angeles Dodgers
POY 78: Second Place, Sports Life & Recreational Sports

Mads Frost, Still in Mourning
CPOY 75: Gold, International Picture Story
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Neighbors gather for a nightly dance party on a block in Clinton Hill, Brooklyn on June 12, 2020 in New York. DJ Jo Vill, who lives on the block, started playing music every night at 7 p.m. 
throughout the spring. 

Todd Heisler, The New York City of Our Imagination
POY 78: Finalist, Community Awareness Award

A New York Police Department officer keeps an eye on people as they control social distance on a warm day during the outbreak of the coronavirus disease May 16, 2020, at Domino Park 
in Brooklyn, New York.

Eduardo Munoz/REUTERS, New York’s COVID-19 Hell
POY 78: Finalist, Local Team Picture Story
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Oger Julien, 78, gets applause from emotional nurses, doctors and staff on June 2, 2020 as he was the last patient to leave Boston 
Hope Hospital at the Boston Convention Center which treated COVID-19 patients for several months at the height of the virus.

John Tlumaki/The Boston Globe, Life and Death During a Pandemic
POY 78: Finalist, Local Team Picture Story

LEFT: Loaves & Fishes food pantry coordinator Alan Ellis delivers an air fist bump with a box of food to Roma Borodyanskiy on 
March 19, 2020, in St. Louis, Missouri. The pantry is spacing out clients’ pickup times due to coronavirus concerns. Ellis said he’s 
seen a reduction in donations, especially perishables. “We’re doing the best we can to make sure the have-nots have.” 

Robert Cohen, Loaves & Fishes Pantry Keeps Clients Fed
POY 78: Finalist, Photographer of the Year, Local
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RIGHT: On the first day of Spring (Nawroz), unable to go out because of the quarantine order, a family passes the time relaxing 
on the rooftop as tea boils in the kettle.  In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the government of Iraqi Kurdistan put in place 
quarantine orders beginning March 15, 2020. While stemming the tide of infections, the social and economic impacts of the 
quarantine play out in the daily lives of the Kurdish people in different ways.

Younes Mohammad, Nawroz
POY Asia: Award of Excellence, COVID-19

Dar Yasin, COVID Classes
POY Asia: Finalist, Photographer of the Year, Asia
Khalid Bazaz plays with his niece Sundas Irfan as his daughter Maria Khalid sits on his lap and watches online classes July 23, 
2020, at their home in Srinagar, Indian controlled Kashmir. Confined to their homes, students have found it challenging to 
study online with the painstakingly slow internet connections, which also faces outages following the frequent gunbattles 
between rebels and Indian soldiers. With no high-speed internet, many educators are unable to upload video lectures and 
conduct online classes. But some are making the best of limited resources. “I have to spend 3 hours every day with Maria as 
she is too young to handle Zoom meetings and like every child, she is not interested in these online classes,” Khalid said.
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The workers of the San Carlos de Celanova residence celebrate the birthday of Elena Pérez, 98, two weeks after having overcome the coronavirus. Nine residents died at this residence 
and more than forty tested positive for COVID-19. Among the care for the elderly, accompaniment was one of the most important at a time when residents were unable to receive visits 
from their relatives. Older people have been the most vulnerable group to the coronavirus pandemic that has shaken the entire planet. COVID-19 has emphasized the care need of 
elderly people, those who gave us everything, in regards to their right to health. Behind the numbers were the stories of a generation that suffered a Civil War and sacrificed themselves 
to achieve a welfare state. Residents, families and workers have faced an immense duel with limited resources and a scenario of fear and uncertainty. San Carlos de Celanova (Ourense, 
Spain) was one of the first home for elderly to register a massive contagion by the new coronavirus and was considered the “zero zone” of Galicia (northwest Spain).

Brais Lorenzo, Birthday
POY 78: First Place, Daily Life
POY Latam: 2ndo Premio, Vida Cotidiana
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Patients with COVID-19 are treated in the COVID ward of the Blackpool Victoria Hospital on June 17, 2020, in Blackpool England.  While the peak of 
COVID-19 patients in the UK was in April, there are still patients being treated at hospitals across the country.

Lynsey Addario
POY 78: Finalist, Photographer of the Year, International
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