
EASY-TO-MAKE CUR.TAINS 

HERE'S HOW 

"Hi, I 'm Mrs. Handy Homemaker. I heard you 

wanted to make some curtains, and I thought 

I could help you. Won't your family be proud 

of you! Your room will be so pretty. And, 

if you close your curtains, people outside 

the house can't see into your room. 
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TO MAKE CURTAINS 
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Step 1 

Put up your curtain rod. 

Measure your window from the top of the rod to the apron. 

Add 7 inches. This will be enough extra material for 
the hems and a heading above the rod. 

This is how long you make your curtains. 
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~ Measure at least this far. 

S t e p 2 

Measure at least -¾- of the way across your window . total inches 

Make each curtain this wide . Then you will have plenty of fullness . 

S tep 3 

You need 2 curtains at each window. 

Cut each curtain as long as the total inches 1n Step 1. 
Cut each curtain as wide as the total inches 1n Step 2. 
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Step 4 

!!em the sides of the curtains. This is how you do it: 

(A) Turn w1<ler the raw c<lge (+inch) . Iron it down. 

(B) Then make about a ]-inch hem. 

(C) 
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(C) Iron the hem. Then sew it. (You can sew by hand or on the machine.) 

¼11 (A) (B) (C) 

l~ading about l inch. 

Step 5 

Next, hem the top this way: 

(A) Turn W1der the raw edge (-¾-inch). Then iron it. 

(B) Make a hem that 15 about 1+ inches wider than your rod . 

(C) Iron the hem. Then sew it. 
Sew l inch from the top of the curtain . This make ;:i heading ;:ibove 
the rod . 
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Step 6 

This is how you hem the bottom. 

(A) Hang your curtain on the rod so you can get it exactly as long as you 
want it. Put pins where you will turn up the hem. 

(B) Take the curtains down. Turn under raw edge +·inch. Iron it down. 
Turn up the hem on the line of pins. Take these pins out as you 
pin the hem up. 

(C) Iron the hem. Then sew it. 

(D) Iron the curtains. 

* 

Now hang your curtains. Aren't they pretty! 

Don't you want to make curtains for your other 
windows? 

If you do not have enough cloth for your curtains, then sew pieces (scraps) 
of different colors together. Sew them together like you would make a 
patchwork quilt. 

* You can make patchwork cushions for chairs. Then your chairs and curtains 
will match. 

* You can use a straight stick or tree branch for a curtain rod. A straight 
reed or an old fishing pole is good, too. Use the crooks of a tree branch 
to hold the rod up. 

Faye Culver Thurston Alice Peavy 
Specialist, Educational Methods Extension Economist, Home Furnishings 

Cooperative Extension Service 
Auburn University, Auburn, Alabama 

Reprinted by permission for use in Missouri 

Issued in furth erance of cooperative extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperati on with th e Uni ted States D e
partment of Agriculture. C. B. Ratchfo rd , Vice-President for Extension, Cooperati ve Extension Service, University of Missouri , 
Columbia, Mo. 65201. 


	MP0068-1967p001
	MP0068-1967p002
	MP0068-1967p003
	MP0068-1967p004



