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Bucking the trend
Graduate School applications are up 8 percent this year 
because of new marketing and enrollment strategies.

For the past five years, university and 
colleges across the country have 
experienced a marked decrease in the 
number of students applying to graduate 

degree programs. To combat this trend, 
MU’s Graduate School launched the 
Graduate Admissions Marketing and 
Enrollment Management Program last fall 
and already is seeing results.

An 8 percent increase in the number of 
graduate applications since the same time 
last year marks the first such increase in 
4% years. This success is at least partly 
due to departments improving their 
recruitment strategies, one of the many 
goals of the MU Graduate Admissions 
Marketing and Student Enrollment 
Management Program.

“We are concerned about the decrease 
in the number of graduate students at MU, 
but we also know that this is part of a 
national trend,” said Charles Sampson, 
interim dean of the Graduate School.

“Attracting graduate students to a

university is becoming a more competitive 
process and often is more complicated 
than attracting undergraduates. While we 
certainly want our enrollment numbers to 
be higher in the coming years, we must be 
careful not to sacrifice the quality of 
students in our graduate degree programs. 
Our communication with departments 
across campus has confirmed that 
commitment.”

As part of the initiative, the Graduate 
School is working closely with 
departments to evaluate their recruitment 
goals and strategies to determine the ideal 
profile of incoming graduate student 
classes. In the process of self-analysis, 
many departments are stressing that it is 
the quality of graduate students that they 
would like to see increase, as well as the 
numbers.

“A well thought-out plan for 
admissions marketing and managing 
enrollment is absolutely necessary if MU 
is to continue to remain competitive

among AAU public institutions,” 
Sampson said. “Universities with funds 
and other generous teaching and research 
assistantships, fellowships, and 
scholarships tend to attract more 
applicants and enrollees of higher quality. 
Universities that provide graduate students 
with a good health care plan also attract 
more applicants and enrollees. We have to 
work on those areas and others.”

In his strategic planning goals for MU, 
Chancellor Richard Wallace emphasized 
the need for new strategies across campus 
to strengthen MU’s ability to compete for 
and to develop high-quality graduate 
students. These strategies included more 
attractive stipends, formal mentoring 
programs, exposure to state-of-the-art 
technology, and increased opportunities 
for research and creative’activity.

“The University of Missouri-Columbia 
offers a wide variety of masters’ and 
doctoral programs,” Wallace said. “This 
variety of offerings helps to provide rich 
learning environments and unique 
opportunities to potential graduate 
students. The quality of our graduate 
students is essential to the success of these 
programs, and we must continue to attract 
the top students to ensure this success.”

In working with departments to attract

top students, the Graduate School is 
providing advice on publications, 
producing templates for marketing 
materials and placing the graduate 
application online. The Graduate School 
also continues previous recruiting efforts, 
which include the Campus Visitation 
Program, preview day for juniors, 
recruitment travel to over 90 venues each 
fall, an extensive web site and a printed 
scries of marketing materials. .

As part of the new admissions and 
recruiting efforts, the School of Nursing 
recently formed teams, which examined 
the historical trends of their masters’ and 
doctoral programs to develop specific 
strategics to attract students. The teams 
met and looked al other schools and web 
sites to sec what other universities were 
doing in nursing to attract students.

“Based on this work, School of 
Nursing faculty members call prospective 
graduate students upon learning of their 
interest,” said Rosemary Porter, associate 
dean of the School of Nursing. “Graduate 
School staff also keep in touch with us 
about current activities, make recruitment 
visits throughout the entire United Stales 
and give us names and information about 
who arc interested in our school so that 
we can make follow-up calls.”

Building the dream team don’t have excellence at the front line, the 
function of any facility will quickly 
diminish.”

Diane Dahlmann’s challenge to her 
staff seemed daunting al first: to 
build at MU the world’s finest 
recreation agency. When asked why not 

settle for the nation’s best, the new 
director of recreational services replied, 
“that’s already been done.”

As we live in a global community, it’s 
important to remember that we are not 
isolated anymore, especially in the area of 
leisure, says Dahlmann, who came on 
board Dec. 1, after serving 12/4 years as 
director of recreation services at Illinois 
State University, where she designed and 
opened the 1SU Student Rec Building.

If her vision is for MU to build the 
world’s finest recreation agency, then 
what is the mission? Simply put: leisure 
literacy, Dahlmann says. “We need to 
teach individuals how to make the best 
use of their leisure time by exposing them 
to a variety of experiences and 
opportunities that will help increase their 
productivity, and mental and physical 
well-being, as well as help them become 
socially responsible individuals.”

Barely three months into her job, 
Dahlmann is close to finishing a plan of 
action. A critical component of the plan is 
Team Mizzou, dealing with recruiting and 
training recreational services’ student 
staff, which numbers about 200. “Our 
student staff members are the front line to 
this operation,” Dahlmann says. “If you

Her blueprint calls for changing the 
way students are recruited, and how 
applications are submitted and screened. 
In addition students will be required to 
interview for positions. After going 
through an orientation program and on
site training, they will move into what 
Dahlmann calls a “fit” phase. Individuals 
may start with an organization and decide 
it’s not for them, she says, and the fit 
phase gives both employee and employer 
a time to meld. When this occurs, student 
staff are moved to full status.

A couple of other programs will factor 
into job satisfaction. One is recognition 
and the other is JPA (job performance 
average). JPA is based on the same scale 
as a student’s grade point average, she 
says. “We’ll let students know every other 
week exactly where they stand, much the 
way they, on a weekly or biweekly basis, 
know where they stand in the classroom.”

Team Mizzou is a version of Best 
People for the Best Programs strategy 
Dahlmann designed al ISU. The object, 
she says, is to provide quality service to 
people who participate in recreational 
services* programs and facilities, and to 
leach the students who work in these 
programs and facilities particular values 
having to do with leadership and 
citizenship, involvement, networking and 
problem solving. “Il takes a lot of front 
end work and effort and, in some cases,

K From her office window, Diane Dahlmann peers into Brewer Field House. She came 
| to MU Dec. 1, succeeding Candy Whittet as director of recreation services.
p Dahlmann has held similar positions at St. Cloud State University and at Illinois 

State University. She earned a bachelor’s degree from Elmhurst College and a
) master’s degree from ISU.

sacrifice, but the dividends that it pays 
back to the participants in the programs 
and to the students who arc providing 
those services are tremendous.”

Dahlmann’s cues come from Walt 
Disney World’s business operations and 
management systems. She has completed 
all of Disney Institute’s seminars on the 
organization’s approach to quality service, 
people management, creativity, 
orientation, customer loyally and 
leadership.

The secret to Disney’s success is 
simple: Attend to details and exceed 
expectations. Doing that is something 
else, however, because of the amount of 
commitment and dedication that’s needed, 
but Dahlmann’s success record al St. 
Cloud Stale University and at ISU 
convinces her that she and her staff will 
be equally successful at MU. “If Disney 
can train 45,(XX) people to make 
extraordinary things happen on a 
consistent and wide scale, how come we 
can’t do the same with 200 students?”

Elements of Team Mizzou have been 
presented at 20 student focus groups 
campuswide. Students already working for 
recreation services have indicated they 
would like better training, more 
consistency, and a greater sense of self- 
understanding and involvement, 
Dahlmann says. “Students like 
responsibility, and they do rise to the 
occasion without any difficulty 
whatsoever. I view our roles here as 
partners in the teaching and learning 
process. It’s critical to this vision of 
creating the world’s finest recreation 
agency that we also provide some of the 
world's finest leadership, learning and 
leaching experiences to our students.”
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JACOB, KELLY 
HONORED FOR SERVICE 
TO MIZZOU

MU and the MU Alumni 
Association awarded the 1998 
Geyer Public Service Awards Feb. 
17 to state Sen. Ken Jacob and 
former state Rep. Chris Kelly for 
their efforts on behalf of higher 
education and the University.

The Alumni Association’s 
Legislative Information Network 
Committee (LINC) annually 
presents the awards to one elected 
state official and one citizen who 
exemplify the dedication and spirit 
of Henry Geyer, a former state 
representative. Geyer believed 
education was the key to progress

and prosperity in Missouri and 
introduced a bill to establish the 
University of Missouri in 1839.

A graduate of MU four times 
over, Jacob has been a longtime 
supporter of student and faculty 
issues at the University. He was 
elected to the House in 1982 and 
was re-elected for six more terms. 
Student aid was a major priority for 
Jacob, and he sponsored the bill 
that established the Bright Flight 
scholarship to keep Missouri 
students attending college in the 
state. He continues to be a 
supporter of higher education in the 
Senate.

A former state representative, 
Kelly served as chair of the

powerful House Budget Committee 
and played a key role in many 
efforts to increase operating and 
capital funding for MU. First elected 
to the House in 1982, he was a 
fierce defender of funding for 
higher education and the University 
and received an MU law degree 
while serving in the House. He was 
appointed chair of the state’s Labor 
and Industrial Relations 
Commission in 1994, but continues 
to maintain an interest in the 
University.

RENEWING A 
TRADITION

Mizzou’s eighth annual Teaching 
Renewal Conference will be held 
March 11-13 in the Memorial 
Union. As always, the event 
provides an opportunity for faculty 
and staff to celebrate teaching 
excellence at MU.

Three days of workshops and 
lectures will feature a wide range of 
topics, including critical thinking on 
the World Wide Web, creating a 
multicultural syllabus, using 
portfolios in classroom assessment, 
and mentoring research interns, to 
name a few. A student panel will 
offer a unique perspective on 
working with diversity in class and

lab, and an informal faculty debate 
will explore “Are Lectures A Waste 
of Time?"

National speakers include Sonia 
Nieto, a multicultural education 
expert and professor of education 
at the University of Massachusetts- 
Amherst. Nieto will present 
“Affirming Diversity: A Personal, 
Collective and Institutional Journey" 
at 11 a.m. March 12 in the 
Memorial Union’s Stotler Lounge. 
On March 13, noted educator 
Barbara Walvoord, professor of 
English at the University of Notre 
Dame, will speak on “Establishing 
and Communicating Standards and 
Criteria for Students’ Higher Order 
Learning” at a luncheon meeting at

Provost search committee named

The search committee for the position 
of MU provost was announced Feb. 
24 hy Chancellor Richard Wallace.

Edward Sheridan, who served as provost 
since February 1995, recently accepted the 
dual position of senior vice chancellor for 
the University of Houston system and 
senior vice president and provost for the 
Houston campus.

The provost, who reports to the 
chancellor, is the chief academic officer of 
the MU campus. The provost is 
responsible lor all academic operations as 
well as academic planning and budgeting 
for the entire campus. Brady Deaton, 
deputy chancellor, is currently serving as 
acting provost.

"This is a very important position for 
MU, and it is essential that we fill it well 
and that we move swiftly to do so,” said 
Wallace. "Through strategic planning and 
mission enhancement, we have identified 
important goals and objectives for the 
years ahead, and we must have strong 
academic leadership from the provost as 
we move aggressively to take full 
advantage of these opportunities.”

"The person who fills this position 
should have a strong record of academic 
achievement and a demonstrated ability to 
provide academic leadership in an open, 
collegial environment in which faculty, 
students, staff and administration work 
together to achieve important goals and to

resolve issues and problems in quiet, 
prompt, fair and effective ways,” said 
Wallace.

The search committee will conduct an 
open, national search to fill the position. 
Members of the search committee are:

James Westbrook, chair of the search 
committee and professor of law; Jerry 
Atwood, professor of chemistry; Richard 
Caple, director of the Counseling Center; 
Jack Colwill, professor emeritus of family 
and community medicine; James Crozier, 
president of the Graduate Professional 
Council; Bruce Cutter, president of the 
Graduate Faculty Senate; Sandra 
Davidson, associate professor of 
journalism; Barbara Froke, associate dean

for extension at the College of Human 
Environmental Science;

Tim Heinsz, dean of the School of 
Law; Larry Kanlner, professor of art; Joe 
Kornegay, professor of veterinary 
medicine and surgery; Bill Kurtz, 
professor of natural resources; David 
Ledoux, associate professor of animal 
sciences; Satish Nair, associate professor 
of mechanical and aerospace engineering; 
Rose Porter, associate dean of nursing; 
Mary Ellen Sievert, professor of 
information science; Bea Smith, dean of 
the College of Human Environmental 
Sciences; Jean Snider, president of the 
MU Alumni Association; Julius 
Thompson, director of black studies; 
Albert Wildt, professor of marketing; 
Robert Willard, president of the Missouri 
Students Association; and Rick Wise, 
manager of Printing Services.
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noon, and “How to Take Students 
to a Higher Level of Learning at 2 
p.m. in Stotler Lounge.

Chancellor Richard Wallace will 
speak on “Mission Enhancement 
and Teaching and Learning at MU” 
at 9 a.m. March 13 in Stotler 
Lounge. Registration is requested 
for all events. To register, contact 
the Program for Excellence in 
Teaching at 882-6260. A complete 
listing of conference activities is 
located at:

http://www.missouri.edu/ 
-petwww

STORM 
SIGNALS

The sirens will 
sound on Tuesday, 
March 10 at 1:30 p.m., 
but there’s no cause for 
alarm. MU will be 
taking part in a 
statewide severe 
weather exercise as 
Missouri’s tornado 
season approaches. 
An alternate date for the 
drill has been set for 1:30
p.m. March 12. With questions, call 
Ray Morrison at 882-7018. 
Morrison, safety

representative with 
Environmental Health and 

Safety, offers these tips for 
tornado safety:

•Most tornados occur between 
March and September, but 

they can strike at any time. 
During severe thunderstorms

watch for a spinning, funnel- 
shaped cloud or listen for a sound 
like the roar of a speeding train. 
Stay tuned to the radio for tornado 
information and be aware of where 

you might take shelter.
•If you are caught on the road 

in a tornado, leave your car 
immediately. If you don’t have 
time to get inside a building, lie 

flat in a ditch or ravine and cover

your head. Do not take cover under 
your car, and don’t try to outdrive 
the storm.

•If you’re at home when a 
tornado strikes, go to your 
basement or an interior room on 
the lowest floor and take cover. 
Stay away from windows. If you live 
in a mobile home, go outside and 
lie in a ditch or ravine.

Nervous 
energy
Electrophysiology is specialty 
of MU engineer Kevin Gillis.

Almost 2(X) years ago, scientists 
discovered that the principal agent 
of nervous transmission in the 
human body was electricity. “The 

electrical impulses that run through our 
nerves cause the muscles to contract,” 
says Kevin Gillis.

Hmm . . . sounds as if electrical 
engineering, then, could have some 
definite ties to medicine. “Indeed, it 
does,” Gillis says. “The circuits we design 
as engineers often use electricity to 
transmit information. Biological 
organisms use electricity for essentially 
the same purpose.”

Gillis should know. A Dalton 
investigator, he is a new assistant 
professor of electrical engineering at MU, 
and the only engineer here conducting 
electrophysiology research. Gillis also is 
an investigator at the Dalton

Cardiovascular Research Center and has 
an appointment in MU’s Physiology 
Department. Together with Assistant 
Professor Chang Wen Chen, he is 
launching a new biomedical engineering 
effort for the College of Engineering.

A graudate of Washington University 
in St. Louis, Gillis spent three years in 
Goettingen, Germany, studying the 
“patch-clamp technique” with Erwin 
Nehcr, who won the 1991 Nobel Prize in

Terry Jordan photo

Kevin Gillis will use his expertise in 
bioelectricity to help launch a new 
biomedical engineering effort that will 
bring together engineering and the life 
sciences

medicine for his efforts.
That procedure, which has become one 

of Gillis’ specialties, starts by stretching a 
glass pipette until it has a fine micron lip.

The pipetie is then filled with a conducive 
saline solution. When touched to the 
surface of a cell, it can record ion 
channels, or “transistors” of biological 
membranes.

“Ultimately, we can learn more about 
the human body this way,” Gillis says. 
“For instance, we know (hat some 
diseases are caused by detects in ion 
channels.” •

While Gillis enjoys his research, he 
also is breaking ground in the classroom. 
He has developed and is teaching a new 
course, Introduction to Bioelcctricily, 
which draws students from both 
engineering and physiology.

“We’re trying to bring engineering and 
the life sciences together,” he says. “Each 
can learn something from the other, and 
each can contribute something to the 
other. To the best of my knowledge, this is 
the first lime such a course has been 
offered at MU.” He also has taught the 
Circuits 1 course to new engineering 
students.

His arrival al MU was a homecoming 
of sorts, as he and his wife, Rhonda, are 
from St. Louis. They have Iwo sons, John 
and Paul. “We had a wonderful time in 
Germany,” Gillis says, “but it’s nice to be 
home.”
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Mizzou at the top
U.S. News and World Report ranks top graduate programs.

Two MU academic programs were 
ranked second in the nation by U.S. 
News and World Report’s annual 
listing of “America’s Best Graduate 

Schools” released Feb. 20.
The School of Law’s dispute resolution 

program tied for second with Harvard 
University’s program, and the School of 
Medicine’s Department of Family and 
Community Medicine ranked second 
among all such programs in the country.

Two graduate programs within the 
College of Education and one in the 
College of Business and Public 
Administration also are ranked among the 
best. The College of Education's graduate 
program in counseling psychology is 
ranked seventh in the nation and the 
graduate program in vocational-technical 
education ranks IOth. Among the nation’s 
191 graduate education programs that 
were ranked by the magazine, the 
college's overall ranking was 43, placing 
it in the top 25 percent.

The public administration program in 
the College of Business and Public 
Administration was ranked 43 in the 
graduate school rankings, putting it in the

lop 20 percent in the nation.
Ranked second for the last four years, 

MU’s Department of Family and 
Community Medicine follows No. I- 
ranked University of Washington. The 
magazine spotlights the lop five programs 
in each of eight medical specialties.

“Family medicine has long been one of 
the School of Medicine’s best-known 
strengths,” said Robert Churchill, vice 
dean of medicine. “Many of this 
specialty’s leaders across the nation 
trained al MU, and ihc department is 
highly regarded for its research and for the 
number of its residency graduates who 
cnlcr rural practice.”

The MU dispute resolution program, 
lied wilh Harvard for the second straight 
year, was second to Pcpperdinc 
University. Legal educators who teach in 
the Held base their rankings on law 
methodology, reputation, selectivity, 
placement success and faculty resources.

A focal point of MU’s dispute 
resolution program is the Center for the 
Study of Dispute Resolution, created in 
1984 to teach law students and lawyers 
comprehensive, efficient and fair methods

for managing and resolving disputes. In an 
innovative move that placed MU at the 
forefront of legal education in the nation, 
dispute resolution was integrated into all 
first-year law school courses in 1985.

“The high ranking of our program in 
dispute resolution is a tribute to the 
faculty whose research, writings and 
leaching in this area has made us a 
national model for other law schools,” law 
school Dean Tim Heinsz said.

“Our Center for the Study of Dispute 
Resolution has been on the cutting edge of 
this area since its inception. We have 
received a number of grants to encourage 
both the teaching and the use of dispute 
resolution techniques.”

Education schools and individual 
programs are ranked according to their 
performance in five categories: faculty 
resources, research activity, student 
selectivity and two separate measures of 
reputation. Students in MU’s counseling 
psychology program, which was ranked 
seventh, focus their scholarly and service 
endeavors toward understanding, 
remediating and preventing the types of 
psychological problems that prevent 
individuals from optimally participating in 
their school, work and community 
environments.

The graduate program in vocational- 
technical education, ranked IOth, involves 
faculty and graduate students in the

development and evaluation of materials 
and instructional approaches geared 
toward understanding the technologically 
oriented workplace.

“We are very pleased that our graduate 
programs have been given such positive 
national recognition yet again,” said 
Richard Andrews, dean of education. 
“These programs have sustained this kind 
of recognition over the past decade, and it 
is our goal that all educational programs 
in the College of Education will receive 
the same national distinction that these 
two programs have already achieved.”

In the first annual ranking of the 
nation’s 248 public affairs graduate 
programs, MU’s Department of Public 
Administration was ranked No. 48. Last 
year, MU’s MPA program was 
reaccreditcd by the National Association 
of Schools of Public Affairs and 
Administration, and received a top 10 
national ranking in faculty research 
productivity.

“The national rank of the public 
administration program is certainly 
gratifying, but not really surprising,” said 
Bruce Walker, dean of B&PA. “The 
Department of Public Administration can 
take pride not only in the quality of its 
MPA program, but also in its tremendous 
research productivity and abundant 
service to various state agencies.”

Doing the math
$6 million NSF grant helps researchers change how kids learn.

With ihe help of a $6 million 
National Science Foundation 
grant and a group of MU 
researchers and educators, middle- 

sch(X)l students across the nation may 
soon be learning more mathematics and 
learning it belter ihan before. Through 
the new program, ihc students will study 
geometry, algebra, statistics and 
problem-solving through hands-on, 
engaging activities, such as writing 
journals or conducting experiments.

The new approach, termed 
“standards-based mathematics,” 
integrates important mathematics topics 
together wilh innovative, activity-based 
ways of learning math that challenge 
and prepare middle-grade students for 
continued study in high school.

Math is first presented in concrete 
ways that arc understandable to all 
students. Hands-on activities are used to 
illustrate the nature of the mathematics 
being studied and its usefulness in 
solving a variety of real-world problems. 
In this way, students develop a 
fundamental understanding of 
mathematical principles as well as basic 
skills for solving problems.

In addition to presenting the subject 
in a more engaging way, standards- 
based math also allows middle-grade 
students to focus on topics that 
previously were not studied in-depth at 
the middle-school level, such as algebra, 
geometry and statistics.

Rather than the traditional emphasis 
on “covering” a large set of topics, 
standards-based math emphasizes 
“uncovering” concepts so students will 
retain them and develop skills necessary

to apply their knowledge.
A recent international study 

comparing mathematics curricula in 
countries around the world characterizes 
ihc U.S. eighth-grade math curriculum 
as being “a mile wide and an inch 
deep.” Researchers attribute the poor 
performance of U.S. middle-school 
students to a lack of depth in the 
curriculum students study.

“Studies have shown that nearly 70 
percent of a traditional seventh-grade 
mathematics textbook reviews previous 
content. Only about 30 percent of the 
mathematics content is new and/or 
challenging,” said Barbara Reys, 
professor of mathematics education and 
project leader.

“We need to change the curricular 
and instructional emphasis if we want to 
improve student learning. Standards- 
based mathematics appears to be 
successful in bringing about increased 
learning and preparation for high-school 
mathematics.”

Reys explains that standards-based 
math involves implementing 
recommendations, or standards, outlined 
by the National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics.

These new standards call for 
curriculum and instruction that 
“engages, challenges and prepares 
students for continued study and growth 
in mathematical skills and 
understandings, causes them to develop 
mathematical habits of the mind, and to 
understand and appreciate the role of 
mathematics in human affairs. The 
intent is that students become 
mathematically literate, including

becoming competent in basic skills, 
being able to explore, conjecture, reason 
logically and use a variety of 
mathematical methods to solve 
problems.”

Although the NCTM standards were 
first published in 1989, the process of 
bringing standards-based math curricula 
into the classroom has been slow. Three 
years ago, Reys and an MU team of 
education and mathematics faculty, 
began an effort to introduce standards- 
based math into middle schools across 
Missouri. The new NSF grant allows 
them to expand those efforts to a 
national level.

The five-year “Show-Me Project: 
Supporting Standards-Based Middle 
Grades Mathematics Curricula” 
establishes the “Show-Me Center” at 
MU, which will serve as an 
administrative hub to facilitate 
collaborative work with five satellite 
centers where new curriculum materials 
were developed.

The satellite centers, together with 
the Show-Me Center, are working to 
support the national effort to 
disseminate information and promote 
successful implementation of these 
middle-school math curricula.

The Show-Me Project also will offer 
professional development opportunities 
to help educators understand and use 
standards-based math curricula, serve as 
a clearinghouse of information, facilitate 
communication between educators, and 
coordinate research studies to further 
test the efficacy of standards-based 
mathematics.

More information about the Show- 
Me Center is available at the project’s 
website:

http://showmecenter.missouri.edu

Record
The application for graduate admission 

is now live on the Graduate School 
web site and may be found and linked 
to via: 
www.research.missouri.edu/gradschl/.

Prospective students may print out 
the application form and access a list 
of departmental web pages. 
Departments that have their own 
applications online are indicated with 
an icon on the list.

If your department is not on this list 
or doesn’t have an online application 
icon and should, contact Katey 
Charles, Graduate School 
communications coordinator, at 884- 
0584 or at: 
charles@grad.missouri.edu.

When departments receive an 
application that has been printed from 
the web, they will need to make the 
necessary additional copies for 
notifying the admissions office of the 
applicant and of the admission 
decision.

CORRECTION: In a list of books by MU 
faculty that appeared in the Feb. 12 
issue of Mizzou Weekly, two 
publications by Paula Short, professor 
and chair of Educational Leadership 
and Policy Analysis, were attributed to 
the wrong academic department. The 
correct listings for Short are:

•Short, Paula [Professor and Chair] 
with Greer, J.T. (1997). Leadership in 
Empowered Schools: Themes from 
Innovative Efforts. Columbus, OH: 
Prentice Hall Publishing Co.

•Short, Paula [Professor and Chair] 
with Short, Rick [Associate Professor] 
(1997). Data Collection. New York, 
NY: Eye on Education.

http://showmecenter.missouri.edu
http://www.research.missouri.edu/gradschl/
mailto:charles@grad.missouri.edu
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Hometown health care
Three-year grant continuesMU's telemedicine initiative.

Using high technology, specialists at 
the University of Missouri Healthy 
Sciences Center are evaluating 
patients right in the patients' hometowns. 

But the specialists don’t leave their 
facilities in Columbia.

The U.S. Office of Rural Health Policy 
(ORHP) has awarded MU a $950.(XX) 
grant to fund the Missouri Telemedicine 
Network for another three years. Since 
receiving its original $1.2 million ORHP 
grant in 1994 and getting support from 
five private telccommuncation companies, 
MU has developed a system that allows 
residents of 14 mid-Missouri counties to 
be evaluated in their local hospitals and 
doctors' offices by physicians al MU's 
hospitals and clinics. MU’s studies on the 
impact of telemedicine will help guide 
future developments in the field.

The network uses live, interactive 
video that gives the specialists access to 
much of the same technology that they 
use in their own examination rooms. For 
example, MU specialists are able to look

inside the ears, noses and throats of 
patients 1 (X) miles away using endoscopes 
equipped with liny video cameras.

Participating hospitals also transmit 
cardiology diagnostic images, obstetric 
ultrasounds, X-rays and other images. And 
mental health patients schedule video 
appointments with psychiatrists.

Elizabeth James, director of newborn 
services at MU's Health Sciences Center, 
recently used the system to evaluate the 
condition of a newborn at Scotland 
County Memorial Hospital in Memphis 
who was having difficulty breathing. With 
threatening weather in northern Missouri 
at the time, it was not possible to transport 
the baby on University Hospital’s air 
ambulance.

Utilizing the telemedicine system, 
however. James was able to determine thai 
the baby had a nasal obstruction, and she 
made health-care providers in Scotland 
County aware of methods for ensuring an 
adequate oral airway.

The baby eventually was transported to

the MU Children's Hospital by ground, 
with the University Hospital neonatal 
transport team meeting the Scotland 
County Memorial Hospital team in 
Macon.

“I was most impressed with the quality 
of the exam that I was able to do at a 
distance," James said. “Our ability to see 
the baby was excellent, and the quality of 
breath sounds, heart sounds and the 
visualization of the nose was 
outstanding."

However, telemedicine's uses go far 
beyond emergency care, said Weldon 
Webb, associate dean for external affairs 
at the MU School of Medicine. Webb said 
that so far, the biggest users of the 
telemedicine system have been 
radiologists, dermatologists, cardiologists 
and psychiatrists.

Joe Tracy, director of telemedicine at 
MU, added that the University’s 
radiologists see about 350 cases per 
month via telemedicine from rural sites. 
Three MU radiologists even have 
telemedicine hook-ups in their homes to 
help them handle the workload.

One unique aspect of MU's 
telemedicine program.Webb said, is that 
some University physicians now schedule 
telemedicine appointments with rural

patients just as they do for patients who 
come to their clinics.

“A doctor in our ambulatory care 
clinics might see Mr. Smith in one 
examination room, and then go see Mrs. 
Jones in another examination room. The 
only difference for the doctor is thai Mrs. 
Jones is otFthc screen," Webb said. “What 
we have done is we have introduced 
telemedicine into the everyday practice of 
medicine.” And, Webb said, this is just the 
beginning.

“We spent the first year and a half 
getting people involved, and the next year 
and a half getting to this point,” Webb 
said. “We've built a great foundation, and 
now we have to build the next 22 floors.”

David Ota. medical director at MU's 
Ellis Fischel Cancer Center, visualizes one 
of those new floors being used to make 
life more convenient for cancer patients. 
Ota said that in many cases preoperative 
evaluations could be done by rural family 
physicians working in conjunction with 
specialists at the cancer center.

“Instead of making several trips to 
Columbia, a patient wouldn't have to 
come here until the morning of the 
surgery," Ola said. “The key is you have 
lo have a doctor who is interested on the 
other end ”

University Physicians-Fairview

r. Swaney rejoins 
internal medicine team

Internal Medicine physician 
to serve you

University Physicians-Fairview welcomes 
back Jan Swaney, MD. She returns to practice 
after pursuing educational opportunities in 
women’s health.

Dr. Swaney received her medical degree from 
the University of Oklahoma in Oklahoma 
City, where she also completed a residency in 
internal medicine. Her clinical interests 
include general internal medicine, women’s 
health and geriatrics. Dr. Swaney is board 
certified in internal medicine and holds a 
certificate of added qualifications in geriatrics.

Quality physician team

Dr. Swaney joins seven physicians at 
University Physicians-Fairview who specialize 
in internal medicine:

• Amina Alikhan, MD
• Richard Burns, MD
• Sharon Carmignani, MD
• James Koller, MD
• Meribeth Ogrinc, MD
• Julie Stansfield, MD
• Paul Tichenor, MD, clinic director

University
II I Physicians

New pharmacy in a 
convenient location

University Physicians-Fairview offers a new 
pharmacy open 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday- 
Friday. The clinic and pharmacy are located 
south of Broadway at 101 S. Fairview Rd. in 
Columbia. Free parking is available.

Call today

New patients are welcome. Office hours are 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday. Formore 
information or to schedule an appointment, 
please call (573) 882-4464.
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Concerts and Plays
Thursday, February 26
THEATER SERIES: The Department of

Theatre will present The African Company
Presents Richard III at 8 p.m. at 
Rhynshurgcr Theatre. For limes and ticket 
information, call 882-PLAY.

Conferences
Thursday and Friday, February 
26-27
NURSING CONFERENCE: The Seventh 

Annual Patient Education Conference will 
be held al Ihe Days Inn. For registration and 
cost information, call 882-0215.

Courses
Saturday, February 28
WOMEN’S CENTER WORKSHOP: 

Certified instructor Linda Lutz will present 
“ESP: Empowerment for Self Protection” at 
IO a m. in 229 Brady Commons. To register, 
and for cost information, call 882-6621.

Wednesday, March 4
NEW EMPLOYEE ORIENTATION:

Session is open to all new benefils-eligible 
employees from 8:30 a.m.-noon in S204 
Memorial Union.

Tuesday, March 10
WEAVING WORKSHOP: Visiting artist 

Laura Strand from Southern Illinois 
Univcrsily-Edwardsville will present 
“Computer Generated Design for Weaving 
from 8-11 a.m. followed by a lecture at 
12:30 p.m. in the MU fibers studio in 
Hillcrest Hall at the corner of Ripley Street 
and Broadway. With questions, call Jo 
Stcalcy at 882-9435.

CONTINUOUS QUALITY 
IMPROVEMENT: Jolecn Finders, training 
and development coordinator, will present 
“What is CQI?” from 8 a.m.-noon in S2O3 
Memorial Union. Call 882-2603 to register.

Exhibits
ART FOR LIFE
•This exhibit features drawings, paintings, 

ceramics and photography from Rock 
Bridge High School art students and 
instructors through March 26 in the lobbies 
of University Hospital and Ellis Fischel 
Cancer Center.

MUSEUM OF ANTHROPOLOGY: 
“Photography by Eldon Leiter: Ancient 
Maya Art and Architecture” is on display.

The museum’s exhibits focus on Native 
American cultures and the history and 
prehistory of Missouri. The museum, located 
at 100 Swallow Hall, is open 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

MUSEUM OF ART AND ARCHAEOLOGY
Special Exhibits:
•“India’s Artistry: The Unseen Revealed” is on 

display through May 10.
•“Seventeenth-Century European Prints and 

Drawings” is on display through June 21.
Ongoing Exhibits:
•“The Saul and Gladys Weinberg Gallery of 

Ancient Art”
•“Early Christian and Byzantine Gallery
•“European and American Gallery”
•“The Aesthetic Energy of the Twentieth 

Century”
•“Expressions of Africa”
The museum, located in Pickard Hall, is open 

from 9 am.-5 p.m. Tuesday-Friday, 6-9 p.m. 
Thursday and noon-5 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday.

BRADY GALLERY:
Ceramics by Neeley Hachel are on display 

through March 12. The gallery, located in 
203 Brady Commons, is open 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. weekdays.

ELLIS LIBRARY SPECIAL 
COLLECTIONS

“A Sense of Place,” an exhibition of books by 
Wallace Stegner, dean of Western writers, is 
on display from through March 31. The 
collection, which is located in 402 Ellis 
Library, is open 8 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Monday- 
Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday and noon-5 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

RODGERS GALLERY
“India’s Fibers,” which includes 34 works of 

textiles and fiber arts from India, is on 
display through March 9. The gallery, which 
is located in 142 Stanley Hall, is open 8 
a.m.-noon and I-4 p.m. Monday-Friday.

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF 
MISSOURI

•Works by famed Missouri wildlife artist and 
MU alumnus Charles W. Schwartz are on 
display in the gallery through April I. The 
gallery is open 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday- 
Friday.

•Sketches, paintings and drawings by St. Louis 
artist and architect Victor Joseph Kunz are 
on display in the north-south corridor 
through April L

•“Decades: 1887-1977, Editorial Cartoons” are 
on display in the east-west Corridor.

The corridors are open 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday and 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Saturday.

UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES
•“The Torchbearers,” an exhibit celebrating 

women’s hic’ y, featuring Eleanor 
Rhynsbv nd Martha Cheavens Schuck, 
is on dispiu? through April 30 in the 
Memorial Union’s south wing exhibit case.

•“Memorial Union 75th Anniversary;” “Getting 
Physical,” an exhibit on women’s athletics at 
MU: and “Mizzourah! Football at MU, the 
Early Years” are on display online al 
www.missouri.edu/~archwww/news&ex. 
html

WESTERN HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPT 
COLLECTION

•“A Gift of Music - John William “Blind” 
Boone (1864-1927) - His Life and Times” is 
on display through Feb. 27 in the lobby of 
Jesse Auditorium and in 23 Ellis Library.

•“With a Song in Her Heart: Jane Froman, the 
Rhythms of Her Life” will be on display 
March 2-31 in the lobby of Jesse Auditorium 
and the reading room of the Western 
Historical Manuscript Collection, 23 Ellis 
Library.

GEORGE CALEB BINGHAM GALLERY
The Faculty Exhibition, which includes works 

from current University art faculty members, 
is on display through March 13. The gallery, 
which is located in the Fine Arts Building, is 
open 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday.

Lectures
Thursday, February 26
MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION

LECTURE: Anna Romero, Peggy Placier, 
Mable Grimes, Ibilola Pearce and Magdalina 
Garcia-Pinto will present “How Does a 
Multicultural Environment Enhance Student 
Satisfaction and Learning” at noon in S2O3 
Memorial Union.

ECONOMICS SEMINAR: Robert Parks of 
Washington University will present 
“Economists and the Internet” at 3:30 p.m. 
in 129 Professional Building.

WOMEN IN SCIENCE LECTURE:
Marlene Zuk, associate professor of biology 
at the University of California at Riverside, 
will present “How to Succeed in Science as 
a Woman” at noon in N222 Memorial Union 
and “Sex Differences and Evolution: Notes 
of a Darwinian Feminist” at 3:40 p.m. in 18 
Tucker Hall.

NUTRITION RESEARCH SEMINAR: John 
Walker, associate professor of biological 
sciences, will present “Cellular Regulation 
Through Protein Phosphorylation” al 3:15 
p.m. in 209 Gwynn Hall.

Friday, February 27
JOURNALISM BROWN BAG LECTURE:

Lewis Diuguid, associate editor and 
columnist al the Kansas City Star, will 
present ‘The Press and Covering the New 
Greater Community” at noon in Fisher 
Auditorium in Gannett Hall.

FORESTRY SEMINAR: Forestry graduate 
student Jenny Grabner will present 
“Relationships Between Upland Forest 
Vegetation and Physical Site Characteristics 
in Southeastern Missouri Ozarks” at 3 p.m. 
in 2-34 Agricultural Building.

CHEMISTRY COLLOQUIUM: Susan 
Kauzlarich from the University of 
California-Davis will present “The Use of 
Zinti Phases to Produce New Magnetic 
Materials and Semiconductor Nanoclustcrs” 
at 4 p.m. in 103 Schlundt Hall.

Monday, March 2
MOLECULAR MICROBIOLOGY

LECTURE: Stephanie Constant from the 
Yale University School of Medicine will 
present “CD4+ T Cell Priming to Different 
Forms of Antigen: A Role for Different 
Subsets of Antigen-Presenting Cells?” at I0 
a.m. in MA217 Medical Sciences Building.

BIOCHEMISTRY SEMINAR: Clare
Woodward of the University of Minnesota 
will present “Protein Folding Intermediates 
Structure and Dynamics” al 3:40 p.m. in 18 
Tucker Hall.

Monday, March 9
SOIL SCIENCE SEMINAR: Lena 

Yakimenko, visiting scientist from the 
Institute of Geography in Moscow, will 
present “Comparative Soil Studies Under 
Forest and Meadow in Russia” at 4 p.m. in 
133 Mumford Hall.

Tuesday, March 10
MOLECULAR BIOLOGY WEEK

LECTURE: Peter Raven, director of the 
Missouri Botanical Garden, will present 
“Biological Extinction: Ils Scope and 
Meaning for Us” at 4 p.m. in Jesse 
Auditorium.

Wednesday, March 11
JOURNALISM BROWN BAG SEMINAR:

Sue Deans, editor of The Sun News in 
Myrtle Beach, S.C., will discuss changes in 
the newsroom at noon in Fisher Auditorium 
in Gannett Hall.

MOLECULAR BIOLOGY WEEK
LECTURE: Mario Capecchi, professor of 
biology and human genetics al the 
University of Utah, will present “How Do 
Hox Genes Specify Our Body Plan?” at 2:30 
p.m. in Ml05 Medical School Auditorium.

Thursday, March 12
TEACHING RENEWAL LECTURES:

Sonia Nieto, professor of education of the 
University of Massachusetts-Amherst, will 
present “Affirming Diversity: A Personal, 
Collective and Institutional Journey” at 11 
a.m. in Stotler Lounge in Memorial Union.

MOLECULAR BIOLOGY WEEK

http://www.missouri.edu/%7Earchwww/news&ex
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FORUM: Randy Prather, associate 
professor of animal science, and Arturo 
Brito from the University of Miami School 
of Medicine will discuss “Animal Cloning 

. — Science and Policy” at 3 p.m. in the 
Reynolds Alumni Center

WOMEN’S CENTER PROGRAM: MU 
peer rape educators will present “Violent
Romance’ in the Media” at 4 p.m. in 229 

Brady Commons.
ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING 

SEMINAR: Jake Joyce, an environmental 
health scientist with the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency in Kansas City, will 
present “Overview of Risk Assessment” al 
7:30 p.m. in Sl6 Memorial Union.

Friday, March 13
TEACHING RENEWAL LECTURES:

Chancellor Richard Wallace will discuss 
"Mission Enhancement and Teaching and 
Learning at MU” al 9 a.m. in the Memorial 
Union’s Stoller Lounge. Barbara Walvoord, 
professor of English at the University of 
Notre Dame, will present “Establishing and 
Communicating Standards and Criteria for 
Students’ Higher Order Learning” at a noon 
luncheon meeting in N2O1-2O2 Memorial 
Union, call 882-6260 to register. Walvoord 
also will present “How to Take Students to a 
Higher Level of Learning (Without Killing 
Yourself) at 2 p.m. in Stotler Lounge.

MOLECULAR BIOLOGY WEEK
LECTURE: Michael Rosbash, professor of 
biology at Brandeis University, will present 
“Molecular Genetics of Drosophila 
Circadian Rhythms” at 3 p.m. in Ellis 
Auditorium.

Meetings
Thursday, February 26
STAFF ADVISORY COUNCIL: The group 

will meet at 1:15 p.m. in S206 Memorial 
Union.

FACULTY COUNCIL: Group meets at 3:40 
p.m. in SI IO Memorial Union.

Thursday, March 12
STAFF ADVISORY COUNCIL: The group 

will meet at 1:15 p.m. in S206 Memorial 
Union.

Special Events
Friday, February 27
BLACK AND GOLD FRIDAY: Student 

recruitment open house will welcome 
prospective MU students and their parents at 
various locations across campus.

Monday, March 9
MOLECULAR BIOLOGY WEEK: Event 

begins today and continues through March 
13. Join the Molecular Biology Program for 
a week of lectures, workshops and other 
activities. A complete listing of events is on 
this page in this issue of Mizzou Weekly. 
For more information, consult the event 
home page at 
www.missouri.edu/-mbp/mbw98.

Tuesday, March 10
STUDENT DINNER SERIES: Experience an 

evening of dining where the students of the 
hotel and restaurant program plan, prepare 
and serve the meal. The meal will be served 
at Reynolds Alumni Center. For 
reservations, and with questions, call 884- 
1828.

Wednesday, March 11
TEACHING RENEWAL CONFERENCE:

Mizzou’s eighth annual Teaching Renewal 
Conference tilled “Enhancing Teaching and 
Student Learning” will be held today 
through March 13 at Memorial Union. The 
conference will include lectures, workshops 
and a resource fair. For information, call the 
Program for Excellence in Teaching at 882- 
6260, or check the program’s web site at: 
pet@showme.missouri.edu

Molecular Biology Week 
focuses on life sciences
For years people have fought to save 

endangered animals such as the 
whale and dolphin, but what about 
those that are already extinct, such as the 

eastern elk and passenger pigeon?
Each year the Earth loses around 50 of 

the IO million species estimated to live on 
the planet. Peter Raven, director of the 
Missouri Botanical Garden and professor 
of botany at Washington University, will 
define this problem and discuss solutions 
during MU’s Molecular Biology Week.

“We live in a finite world in which the 
actions of human beings are rapidly 
destroying the biological diversity on 
which we depend for our survival as a 
species,” said Raven, a former University 
of Missouri curator. “We are facing an 
episode of species extinction greater than 
anything the world has experienced during 
the past 65 million years.”

Molecular Biology Week will be March 
9-13 and will feature lectures, poster 
sessions, open houses and workshops. The 
event promotes the use of molecular 
biology technology and techniques, which 
can be applied to research involving any 
area of life science, from bacteria to the 
AIDS virus to plants.

Raven will speak on “Biological 
Extinction: Its Scope and Meaning for 
Us” at 4 p.m. March IO in Jesse 
Auditorium. Another highlight of the 
week is a forum on the political and

UM System names 
federal relations head

UM System President Manuel T. 
Pacheco has appointed Stephen C. Knorr 
assistant to the president for federal 
relations, effective March 1. “This is a 
major step forward in the University of 
Missouri’s efforts to obtain its fair share 
of federally-sponsored research funds,” 
Pacheco said.

Knorr, 32, has been director of 
development for the College of 
Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources 
at the MU since 1994. In that position, he 
has developed new project proposals for 
stale and federal grants and has served as 
a liaison with state and federal officials.

In his new position, Knorr will help 
combine and coordinate University of 
Missouri research capabilities on all 
campuses and mesh them with national 
research needs for which federal funding 
is provided.

Pacheco praised Knorr’s record in 
attracting research funding to MU. “We 
are fortunate to already have on the 
University’s payroll a person with Steve’s 
talent and track record in federal 
relations,” Pacheco said. “He will be the 
focus and the clearing house for the 
University of Missouri’s relations with 
agencies and offices in Washington, D.C.”

Knorr graduated from MU in 1988 
with a bachelor’s degree in agricultural 
economics. From 1989 to 1994, he was a 
legislative assistant on the staff of U.S. 
Sen. Christopher S. Bond. Pacheco noted 
that the Board of Curators, when it 
appointed him, included expanded outside 
research funding on a list of the 
president’s highest-priority assignments.

ethical ramifications of animal cloning, 
and its effect on public research funds. 
The forum will be presented at 3 p.m. 
March 12 in Reynolds Alumni Center by 
Randall Prather, associate professor of 
animal science, and Arturo Brito, a 
member of the National Bioelhics 
Advisory Committee from ihe University 
of Miami School of Medicine.

Other events during Molecular Biology 
Week are:

Monday, March 9
•Protein Core open house, 9-11 a.m. in 

107 Schlundt Annex
•Protein Core workshop, 11 a.m.-noon 

in 205 Schlundt Annex
•Cell and Immunobiology Core open 

house, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m. in M324 Medical 
Sciences Bldg.

•Flow Cytometry Workshop, 2:30 - 
3:30 p.m in M328 Medical Sciences Bldg.

Tuesday, March 10
•Poster Session, Day I, 10 a.m - 3:00 

p.m. in Reynolds Alumni Cenler
•Nova Program: “Do Scientists 

Cheat?” 9 and 10:30 a.m. in Reynolds 
Alumni Center

•Peter Raven Lecture: “Biological 
Extinction: It’s Scope and Meaning for 
Us,” 4 p.m. in Jesse Auditorium

Wednesday, March 11
•Poster Session, Day 2; Vendor/Corc

(all for Entries 
for toff Recognition Week '98

Shew-
April 21, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

N201-202, Mark Twain Room, 
Memorial Union North

Come join the fun by displaying 
your talents at the Staff Art, Craft, 
and Hobby Show. Both exhibitors 
and workers are needed.

For more information contact 
Gail Lawrence at 882-4731.

I would like to participate in the
Art, Craft, Hobby Show

Name_________________________
Department____________________
Day Phone_____________________
Exhibit Work

Return to Gail Lawrence
107 Swallow Hall by Friday, Mar. 20

Facilities Show, 9 a.m - 2 p.m. in 
Reynolds Alumni Cenler

•Nova Program: “Do Scientists 
Cheat?” at I p.m. in Reynolds Alumni 
Center

•Mario Capecchi, professor of biology 
and human genetics at the University of 
Utah, will present “How Do Hox Genes 
Specify Our Body Plan?” at 2:30 p.m. in 
MI05 Medical School Auditorium

Thursday, March 12
The following workshops will be held 

on the second floor of the Reynolds 
Alumni Center:

•’’Industry/Academia Alliances: How 
It’s Been Done; How You Can Do It, Too” 
from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.

•’’New Advances in Fluorescent Dye 
Chemistries for Automated Sequencing” 
from 1-2:15 p.m.

•’’Animal Cloning - Science and 
Policy” from 3-5 p.m.

Friday, March 13
•Transgenic Animal Core open house, 9 

a.m. - noon in N125 Animal Science 
Research Center

•Michael Rosbash, professor of biology 
at Brandeis University and investigator al 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute, will 
present “Molecular Genetics of 
Drosophila Circadian Rhythms” at 3 p.m. 
in Ellis Auditorium

Models needed...

QciaJujG41
Shout

April 22, 12 p.m. 
Hearnes Fieldhouse

We are looking for 25 staff, both 
male and female, to model a vari
ety of clothing. Entry deadline is 
March 20.

For more information contact 
Darlene Schmitz at 882-7146 or 
Patty Eggleston at 882-9461.

I would like to participate in the 
Fashion Show

Name______________________
Department_______________ _
Day Phone__________________

Return to Patty Eggleston
101 Read Hall by Friday, Mar. 20

http://www.missouri.edu/-mbp/mbw98
mailto:pet@showme.missouri.edu
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Picture

Judge Gail Fisher takes a closer 
look at entries arrayed on a light 
table in the 55th annual Pictures of 
the Year competition continuing this 
week at the MU School of 
Journalism's Tucker Forum. Fisher, 
photo editor for special projects at 
the Los Angeles Times’ Orange 
County edition, was one of a team of 
judges who pored over nearly 12,000 
entries in the newspaper division. 
Magazine entries were judged 
through Wednesday and the photo 
editing division begins Saturday. 
The photojournalism competition is 
cosponsored by the School of 
Journalism and the National Press 
Photographers Association. As 
winners are announced, top 
photographs will be displayed at 
www.poy.org through June.
Rob Hill photo

MU vets lead the way in specialties
You may not think twice about seeing 

a medical specialist when you have a 
specific illness that requires 
advanced diagnosis and treatment. But 

specialized health care isn’t just for people 
anymore. The next lime your pct is sick, it 
may benefit from care given by one of 
more than 20 different types of veterinary 
specialists.

“Just as in human medicine, we see 
animals at the MU Veterinary Medical 
Teaching Hospital with complex and 
unusual problems that often require 
knowledge, skills or instrumentation not 
possessed by a general veterinarian,” says 
C.B. Chastain, professor of veterinary 
medicine and surgery and associate dean 
of veterinary medicine.

MU veterinary medical specialists in 
many disciplines arc not available 
anywhere else in the state or region.

The college not only houses the state’s

largest concentration of veterinary 
specialists in one location, but it is 
creating new specialists through its 
advanced training programs. Beyond 
earning their doctorate in veterinary 
medicine, specialists must spend four 
years studying their specialty and then 
pass national certifying exams that are 
developed by specialists in that field.

“The additional education and 
examination process sets board-certified 
specialists apart from general 
veterinarians who may limit their practice 
to one aspect of medicine or surgery,” 
Chastain said. “A limited practice may or 
may not provide the knowledge and skills 
equivalent to that of a board-certified 
specialist. Board-certification is an 
assurance of expertise.”

He estimates that between 10 and 15 
percent of students in the MU College of 
Veterinary Medicine go on to earn board

certification. Among the most sought after 
specialties is veterinary ophthalmology, 
which offers well-paid and multiple 
opportunities in private practice or 
academia, and zoo-animal medicine.

“The college is unique because we 
carry an obligation to increase the level of 
knowledge in the field, and our specialists 
are able to do that,” Chastain said. “While 
our specialists take referrals from across 
the country and help those animals with 
specific problems, al the same lime we 
learn from those cases and can contribute 
new information to the profession as a 
result.”

Today’s veterinary specialists can do a 
lot in terms of highly specialized care for 
various organs or organ systems, Chastain 
says. But he advises pet owners to work 
with (heir general veterinarians in 
arranging referrals to these advanced 
practitioners.

Battling 
burger 
bacteria
Engineers and food scientists at MU 

are perfecting a technique to kill 
microorganisms on ground beef 
through irradiation without the use of 

nuclear fuel. The technique called 
electronic pasteurization won approval in 
December from the federal Food and 
Drug Administration. Al the same time, 
the agency approved irradiation of red 
meat using cobalt-60.

The MU method employs an 
accelerator to shoot an invisible beam of 
electrons that destroys the pathogens, 
including the deadly E. coli bacteria. MU 
electrical engineer Randy Curry said the 
“e-beam” resembles “a high voltage TV 
lube.” The electron beam is directed 
through the accelerator, which increases 
its power, and aimed directly at the meal.

“It attacks the DNA in the E. coli and 
other pathogens and destroys them,” said 
MU food scientist Nan Unklesbay. The 
momentary radiation (hat develops when 
the beam hits the meat does not linger, she 
said.

Nor does the process significantly 
affect the taste or texture of the food, she 
said, noting that irradiated foods have 
been used in the U.S. Army for nearly half 
a century. “There’s a lot of literature on 
the subject, and there’s never been a 
problem reported either with taste or with 
safely,” said Unklesbay. who conducts 
tests with different FDA-approved food 
additives that increase the e-beam's 
efficiency.

“Electronic pasteurization,” as the 
process is called, has several advantages 
over irradiation techniques using nuclear 
fuel. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
has strict rules that govern the use of 
radioactive fuel. For example, the spent 
fuel must be stored safely for a thousand 
years, and workers must observe special 
safeguards. From an industry point of 
view, nuclear-fueled irradiation “requires 
a lot more lengthy paperwork,” Curry 
observed.

“You could never stand this close to a 
cobalt-60 source that wasn’t working” 
said Unklesbay as she leaned over the e- 
beam accelerator, a meter-long tubular 
device beside a kiln-like structure with 
walls 3 feet thick. When the machine is 
operating, it is entirely inside the 
enclosure designed by MU electrical 
engineer Kenneth Unklesbay, who works 
with his wife and Curry on the project.

The desk-sized device is the only one 
of its size being used in food irradiation 
research, Curry said. “You don’t need a 
whole building to house a unit like this 
one.”

The e-beam, he said, is “a spinoff of 
SDI technology,” popularly known as Star 
Wars. Curry was a researcher on defense 
contracts for 12 years before he joined the 
MU faculty in 1995. His mission now, he 
said, is to “look for new applications for 
this technology. We’re also looking for 
private investors.”

For the irradiation of frozen patties, 
which make up the largest segment of the 
ground beef market, investors might 
prefer the e-beam to nuclear-fueled units, 
and not only for safety and regulatory 
reasons.

http://www.poy.org
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Information and Access Technology Services
Computer Courses

Registration 573/882-6006

The following non-credit courses are free of charge and open to MU faculty, staff and students unless otherwise noted. Registration is required and is done on a first-come, first-served 

basis. Registrants should remember to phone 882-4568 the day prior to class in order to obtain permission to park in lot RC20.
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Have workshop, will travel

Admissions representatives are 
being kept busy these days 
conducting College Planning 
Workshops at nearly 50 schools 
statewide for high school juniors and 
their parents. On Feb. 20, CeCe 
Leslie, above, assistant director of 
admissions, and Chuck May and 
Kellye Crockett, admissions 
representatives, presented a 
condensed version of this event to 
17 staff members in Financial Aid. 
The object, Leslie says, is to give 
faculty and staff good information to 
field questions from prospective

You can make MU a 
enerciv star

By remembering to --

■ Turn off your computer when 

you're not using it.

■ Turn off lights when you leave 

the room.

parents and students they may know. 
Questions like “Where do I begin”? 
and “How do I pay for college?” 
Families want to make sure they are 
doing everything to help themselves 
locate scholarships and other forms 
of financial aid, and they want to 
make sure that they choose a good 
college, Leslie says. To help 
workshop participants make good 
choices, the admissions office 
provides them with three-ring 
binders that are packed with 
information on financing college, 
choosing a major, and making the

transition to college. Included, too, 
are tips on time management, 
choosing a career and how to 
succeed at MU or the college of their 
choice, as well as a range of 
questions — from athletics to 
transportation — to ask when 
visiting college campuses. And it’s 
not all work; interactive games, 
prizes and humor are part of the 
package. Campus units interested in 
sitting in on either the mini or full 
workshop should call Leslie at 
882-2456.

As the 
worm turns

JI n MU extension nematologist has 
XI been named principal investigator 

^Tlfor a million-dollar multistate 
project aimed at finding ways to combat 
the soybean cyst nematode.

Pat Donald, assistant professor of plant 
pathology, heads up the three-year 
research project funded by the North 
Central Soybean Research Program 
(NCSRP). Besides Missouri, NCSPR 
members include Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, 
Wisconsin, Ohio and South Dakota.

The soybean cyst nematode (SCN) is 
estimated to cost American farmers tens 
of millions of dollars annually, with losses 
in the Midwest alone running to 40 
million bushels or more.

“We’re looking at tillage and row 
spacing,’’ said Donald. “When you have 
narrower rows, do you have an equal 
amount of root growth? Roots are food for 
the nematode.” She will also test the 
theory that minimum tillage discourages 
the spread of SCN “because it allows the 
nematodes to become more concentrated, 
so the fungi that attack them have a lot 
better chance.”

Another arm of the NCSRP is the 
Soybean Cyst Nematode Coalition, a 
consortium of land-grant universities, state 
soybean checkoff boards and soybean 
industry leaders. The SCN Coalition is 
dedicated to educating producers and 
encouraging them to sample their soybean 
fields for the liny worm. Donald said 
information about SCN “is going to be far 
more visible than it has been in the past,” 
on display everywhere from billboards on 
the highways to place-mats in “small
town coffee shops.”

One goal of the organization is to 
sample every soybean field in the nation 
for nematodes by the year 2000, Donald 
said. “Thal would give us a much better 
idea of which fields are infested and to 
what extent.” In Missouri, previous 
surveys have put the proportion of 
infested fields at 60 percent to 83 percent, 
which she said is a realistic range.

Donald’s research will benefit further 
from a U.S. Department of Agriculture 
grant, which MU scientists will use to 
sample Missouri fields for SCN. “We’ll be 
doing a statistical survey, and we’ll also 
test for race distribution in Missouri,” she 
said, because SCN races differ in 
virulence and in how they respond to 
management techniques.

Different types of nematodes, Donald 
said, are found in living things ranging 
from wheat to whales, and their sizes 
range from microscopic to seven feet 
long. Some of them play crucial roles in 
the soil ecosystems, she said, but many of 
their workings remain a mystery. “The 
whole system is so complex that we can’t 
control all of the variables.”

Nematodes become a problem in crops 
such as soybeans “only when we 
manipulate the system,” Donald said. 
“When we have mono-cultural cropping, 
or when we introduce species that are not 
adapted to this area, that’s when we have 
trouble.
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Why was the University of Missouri-Columbia 

your college choice?

"When I came on my recruiting trip, I enjoyed 

the surroundings and the atmosphere of the 

town. The town loves athletics and they are 

very hospitable to Mizzou's students."

What have you learned about sportsmanship 

while participating in athletics at MU?

"I have learned that you get out of an athletic 

event or performance only as much as you put 

into it. I have learned to have fun even in the 

hardest and most competitive situations."
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Classifieds^

FOR SALE
Sunny Acres Organic Farm of 

Columbia is offering CSA 
(Community Supported 
Agriculture) subscriptions: you 
pick-up a share of the farm's 
production (vegetables, herbs, 
flowers, strawberries) each week 
(26 weeks). Call (573) 442-9324.

SERVICES
COMPUTERIZED TAX PREPARATION. 

Taxes prepared professionally 
using Laser Forms. Over 20 years 
experience. Electronic filing 
available. Reasonable rates, 
confidentiality assured. Call 445- 
7557.

ONE-ON-ONE COMPUTER 
TRAINING: Using a computer is 
relaxing and enjoyable. If you 
don't agree, give Pam a call at

445-2128 (evenings) to schedule 
your Saturday training session.

MISCELLANEOUS
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND, 

March 27-29, 1998, Columbia, Mo. 
For couples who desire greater 
depth, growth and enhancement 
of their relationship. For further 
information call 657-9685.

MEN. How is your life working? 
Private, confidential—Men's 
Empowerment Group. One 
opening. Patrick Kane 449-0120, 
PKane60980@aol.com

The Classified Advertising Section is open 
to faculty and staff members, and 
retirees. A home phone number is 
required in all ads.

No refunds will be given for cancelled 
ads.
Ads must be typed.
Rates: 30-word maximum $5.
Deadline: Noon Thursday of week before 
publication.
Mizzou Weekly Classifieds: Make your 
check payable to University of Missouri 
and send to Mizzou Weekly, 407 Reynolds 
Alumni Center, Columbia, Mo. 65211. 
Attention: Tanya Stitt.

MU Molecular Biology Week
Distinguished Speaker

Biological Extinction:
Its scope and meaning for us.

“We are confronting an episode of species 
extinction greater than anything the world has 
experienced for the past 65 million years." Marchi - 8 Spring Break Special Price: 

$1.64 Blenders™ >
Peter Raven
Director, Missouri Botanical Garden

Tuesday, March 10 
4:00 p.m.
Jesse Hall Auditorium 
The public is invited to attend.

Sponsored by: Molecular Biology Program 
Donald M. Nelson Lectureships 
University Lectures

For more information visit our website at www.missouri.edu/~mbp/mbw98/

Marchl5 - 21 25< off all Mochas in honor of 
National Chocolate Week

March 17 free Cream de Menthe or Irish Cream
syrup added to Applause! drinks

Publications and Alumni Communication 
407 Reynolds Alumni and Visitor Center 
Columbia, MO 65211

mailto:PKane60980@aol.com
http://www.missouri.edu/%7Embp/mbw98/
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