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Faculty Council debates the value of diversity-intensive courses
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
Final vote likely in April

I
f a course devoted to “the 
diverse human experience” 
won’t prevent acts of racial, 
ethnic or gender bias on campus, 

why should MU students be 
required to take it?

That question is at the center 
of the debate over a mandatory 
diversity-intensive course being 
considered by the MU Faculty 
Council. In a spirited discussion 
of a draft proposal for the 
curriculum change at its Feb. 17 
meeting, most members said they 
favored a diversity requirement, 
while suggesting ways to gather 
more support before the general 
faculty votes on the measure.

Harry lyrer, a professor in 
the electrical and computer 
engineering department, said 
focusing on the recent case of a 
student arrested for defacing a 
statue with a racial slur or last 
year’s “cotton ball” incident 
does little to strengthen the case 
for a diversity requirement.

“These students are going 
to need this issue of learning 
how to deal with diversity,” he 
said. “I think we should try to 
sell it on those terms instead 
of [with] the shameful episodes 
that have happened. This is an

improvement in our students, 
not a punishment for those 
who have done bad things.”

One objective of the course is 
“to observe and critically analyze 
the diverse human experience.” 
The draft proposal includes 
nearly 160 existing courses that 
would fulfill the requirement. A 
subcommittee of the Committee on 
Undergraduate Education would 
develop critieria for new courses.

Nicole Monnier, director 
of undergraduate studies in 
the German & Russian Studies 
Department, said her colleagues 
had a “lukewarm response” to 
the draft because the course 
list emphasizes the study of 
racial and gender issues.

“We’re not on this list,” she 
said. “It would be nice to put in 
some other courses, just to sell this 
and get more people behind it.”

Economics professor Shawn Ni 
said he supports campus diversity 
efforts. But the requirement could 
“force faculty to spend hours 
writing justifications” for diversity
intensive courses, he said. Ni also 
suggested the course isn’t in the 
longterm interest of students who 
will compete in a global economy.

“I don’t see a single math 
and science class,” he said. “This 
will divert the student effort 
even further away from that.”

Nicholas Benner photo.
DIFFICULT DIALOGUE A panel of MU law professors discusses hate crimes Feb. 17 in Hulston Hall. The event, which 
drew about 100 people, followed the arrest of an MU student for allegedly spray-paiting a racial slur on a campus 
statue. SEE STORY on PAGE 2.

Victoria Johnson, chair of 
the council’s Academic Affairs 
Committee, said faculty would 
not be required to “submit or 
engage” in a diversity-intensive 
class. She added that most of the 
diversity courses overlap with MU’s 
general-education requirements.

Plant sciences professor

Bill Wiebold said departments 
would love to limit students to 
courses focused on their majors. 
However, he said, that’s not the 
only value of a college education.

“In my mind, going to a 
university means something 
different,” Wiebold said, “and 
I trust my colleagues to make

the assessment that going to 
a university is broader than 
just getting a degree in plant 
science, and that it makes my 
students better citizens if they 
at least sample other things, 
and diversity is one of those.” 

The council will consider
revisions to the draft in March.

MU announces second round of Mizzou Advantage funding
STRATEGIC ASSETS
Grants for 38 projects total 
more than $1.4 million

he University of Missouri 
has awarded more than 
$ 1 million in grants in the

second round of funding by the 
Mizzou Advantage initiative.

The 28 projects that received 
funding were chosen from 140 
proposals submitted by MU faculty. 
The goal of Mizzou Advantage 
is to promote collaboration 
between schools, and to increase 
MU’s visibility, reputation and 
stature by capitalizing on five 
competitive assets: food, medicine, 
technology, media and energy.

An additional 10 projects will be 
funded by the Chancellors Fund for 
Excellence, which was established 
by donors to stimulate leading
edge initiatives in the university’s

mission. Those projects total 
more than $397,000 in funding.

The Mizzou Advantage projects 
approved for funding and the 
principal investigators are:

• Biomass Refinery 
Operation: Upstream and 
Downstream Processing at High 
Pressure — William Jacoby

• Building a Relevance
based Search Engine for Quality 
Online Media — Wenjun Zeng

• Exploring Human- 
Companion Animal Interaction 
for Families of Children with 
Autism — Rebecca Johnson

• Exploring the Health Benefits 
and Economic Opportunities 
of the Bioactive Compounds 
Isolated from Eastern Red 
Cedar in Missouri — Chung- 
Ho Lin, XiaoQin Zou

• The Food Dialogue

Center — Raymond Massey, 
Craig Payne, Rex Ricketts

• Identification and 
Pharmacological Targeting 
of the C-peptide Receptor 
— Thomas Quinn

• In utero exposure to the 
endocrine disruptor, bisphenol 
A: a root cause for a wide range 
of epigenetic-based diseases 
— David Geary, Cheryl Rosenfeld

• Information Overload: 
Creating a More Readable 
Electronic Health Record (EHR) 
Model —Jeffrey Belden

• Intense Beam Loading 
and Shock Compression of 
Deuterium Loaded Palladium for 
LENR Studies — John Gahl

• MU Global Connect - 
Proposal for the Development 
of a Digital Global Studies 
Undergraduate Certificate

Program — Monika Fischer
• MU Environmental Policy 

Network to Enhance the Statue 
and Impact of Mizzou Advantage 
Strategic Areas — Mark Ryan

• Rapid Molecular Detection 
of GBS in Pregnant Women 
— Michael Sherman

• Regenerating Intestinal 
Crypt Culture for Biomedical 
Research — Lane Clarke

• Selective Controlled 
Femtosecond Laser-Induced 
Chemical Reactions in Peptide 
Systems — Jay Thelen

• Socially Intelligent 
Computing in Action: A 
Community-Driven Platform 
for Host-Pathogen Interactions 
— Dmitry Korkin

• Soy Protein Gold 
Nanoconjugates, with PTP 
1B Inhibition Activity, for

Metastatic Breast Tumor Therapy 
— Raghuraman Kannan

• Treating Autism Spectrum 
Disorders: A Technological 
Innovation for Children’s 
Health Care —Janet Farmer, 
Michael Grinfeld

• Bio2Cor: The Biomass/ 
Biofuel Corridor along 
the Mississippi/Missouri 
River — Shibu Jose

• Bioterrorism and Complex 
Systems — Glen Cameron, 
Beth Fisher, John Gahl, Sheila 
Grant, Mark Prelas, Annette 
Sobel, George Stewart

• Collaborative Portals for 
Interdisciplinary Working Groups: 
Evolutionary Studies and Science 
Studies — Stefani Engelstein

• Creative Convergence 
Network (CCN): International

SEE FUNDING on Page 4
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Sulley's Story
Derek Fox, associate director of 
Mil's Comparative Orthopaedic 
Laboratory, will discuss his 
experience with Sulley, a 
400-pound tiger operated on 
by MU veterinarians, at 7 p.m. 
tonight in the Life Sciences 
Center's Monsanto Auditorium.

Abused as a cub, Sulley 
suffered from severe 
malformations of his front 
legs. In March 2007, Fox and 
a surgical team performed a 
six-hour surgery — the first 
of its type on a tiger — to 
correct the abnormality in 
his right leg. Without the

surgery, Sulley's condition 
would have continued to 
deteriorate. However, due to 
complications, Sulley was 
euthanized on April 14, 2007.

The event is sponsored 
by MizzouTigers forTigers, 
which works to educate the 
campus and local community 
about tiger conservation and 
to raise money for research 
and education programs. For 
more information, visit tigers. 
missouri.edu/AboutStudentOrg/ 
studentwhat.php.

Women and wellness
MU students, faculty and staff 
are invited to learn about issues

related to women's health and 
wellness at the fourth annual 
"Women's Health and Wellness 
Gathering" on March 4, from 
11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. in Stotler 
Lounge, Memorial Union.

The event, sponsored by 
the Chancellor's Committee on 
the Status of Women and the 
Chancellor's Diversity Initiative, 
will concentrate on physical, 
mental, emotional and spiritual 
health and feature exhibitors 
from the campus and the 
community. Representatives 
will share information about 
exercise and fitness, women's 
support organizations, 
breast cancer, nutrition,

public health and more.
For more information, 

visit diversity.missouri. 
edu/statusofwomen/.

Wanted: Nominations 
for humanities awards
The Missouri Humanities 
Council is seeking nominations 
for the 2011 Governor's 
Humanities Awards.

The awards celebrate 
the accomplishments of 
people who have made 
exceptional contributions 
to our understanding of 
Missouri, its people and its 
stories.The Excellence in 
Education award recognizes

one or more teachers of 
English, history, languages 
or social studies from any 
Missouri public or private 
school, kindergarten through 
higher education. Additional 
award categories include 
Exemplary Community 
Achievement and Distinguished 
Literary Achievement.

Nominations are open until 
March 18 and can be submitted 
by visiting mohumanities. 
org/resources/ and clicking 
the "Celebrations of 
Recognition" link. For more 
information, email annamarie@ 
mohumanities.org.

Law professors discuss hate crime at campus forum
DIFFICULT DIALOGUES
Suspect’s motivation 
central to charge

B
enjamin Elliott, the
University of Missouri 
student arrested for 

allegedly spray-painting a racial 
slur on a sculpture in front of 
Hatch Hall, has been charged with 
a hate crime. But such charges rest 
on whether the accused intended 
to cause harm, not just offense.

And that, according to 
three MU law professors, 
isn’t always easy to prove.

At a Feb. 17 panel discussion at 
the MU School of Law, Christina 
Wells, the Enoch H. Crowder 
Professor of Law, said that, 
because of protections offered by 
the First Amendment, there is no 
consensus on whether such acts of 
“speech” constitute a hate crime.

“In these cases, when you

have something this horrific, 
the first instinct is to punish 
because it’s like a slap in the 
face,” she said. “But the question 
is whether that’s the best way to 
deal with this issue in society.

“I think that we aren’t going to 
get past this issue by just saying, 
‘Let’s just punish him and be 
done with it,’ ” she continued.

Elliott was arrested Feb. 12 
on suspicion of second-degree 
property damage, normally a 
misdemeanor. But the charge was 
raised to a Class D felony under 
Missouri law, which defines a hate 
crime as an offense “knowingly 
motivated because of race, color, 
religion, national origin, sex, 
sexual orientation or disability 
of the victim or victims.”

S. David Mitchell, who 
teaches courses in both civil 
and criminal law, said numerous 
parties were hurt by the act,

including black students in 
Flatch Hall and on campus, 
their parents, other persons of 
color at the university, as well 
as the entire MU community.

Mitchell said that, as an African- 
American, he felt uneasy walking 
onto campus after the incident.

“Incidences such as these 
catapult a sense of non-belonging 
to the fore in the most visceral 
and overt way possible, with a slur 
that was created to dehumanize 
our entire race,” he said.

MU Chief Diversity Officer 
Roger Worthington, who helped 
organize the forum in the law 
school’s Moot Courtroom, said 
that a half a million college 
students are the target of bias- 
driven racial slurs and violence 
each year. A hate crime is 
committed on a college campus 
every day, he said, and every 
minute a student somewhere hears

a racist, sexist, homophobic or 
otherwise derogatory remark.

This is the second racially 
charged incident in two years at 
MU. Last February, two students 
scattered cotton balls around the 
parking lot of the Gaines/Oldham 
Black Culture Center. The two 
men were originally arrested on 
suspicion of a hate crime, but were 
later charged with a misdemeanor 
for littering. They were sentenced 
to probation after they apologized.

Last week’s panel also featured 
Paul Litton, an associate professor, 
and Frank Bowman, the Floyd 
R. Gibson Missouri Endowed 
Professor of Law. Bowman started 
the discussion with a brief history 
of slavery in Boone County, noting 
that it still has an effect on racial 
relations in Columbia today.

“Columbia remains a 
community with deep divisions 
among racial lines,” he said.

Wells and Mitchell brought 
up a proposed requirement that 
MU students take a “diversity
intensive” course as part of the 
general education curriculum. 
Wells said such a course could 
benefit students, but that it should 
be discussion-based rather than 
lecture-based. Students don’t want 
to be told what to believe, she said.

Mitchell echoed that sentiment, 
adding that a course can only do 
so much for a student socialized 
to have a racist disposition.

“There’s nothing wrong with 
a [diversity course] requirement,” 
Mitchell said. “But would a student 
take a class and then not do this? 
It seems to me that it would be 
like checking off a box. You don’t 
become sympathetic or diverse 
in a class through reading text.”

Elliott has been placed on 
“temporary suspension” from the 
university pending the outcome of 
a student conduct judicial process.

— Kelly Nelson

For researchers, Brain Imaging Center opens window on cognitive activity
NEUROSCIENCE
Researchers can watch 
how memory works

O
ne of the first studies 
published from the 
University of Missouri 
Brain Imaging Center may provide 

researchers with important clues 
to treating a variety of debilitating 
disorders.

In an effort to understand 
abstract working memory, 
Nelson Cowan, director of the 
center and Curators Professor 
of Psychological Sciences, used 
magnetic resonance imaging, or 
MRI, to produce graphics that 
depict the structure and function 
of the brain during various mental 
tasks. People use their abstract 
working memories to assign 
meaning when trying to recall 
facts. For example, when someone 
dials a phone number, abstract 
memory summons a mental image 
of the person being calling.

While previous studies 
identified an area of the brain 
that holds abstract working 
memory, it was assumed by some 
researchers to hold only visual 
information. Cowan found that

this same part of the brain can 
hold auditory information as well. 
When people hear “Jingle Bells,” 
for instance, they relate it to the 
Christmas season and retain the 
meaning of the song temporarily.

Cowan said the research 
provides a better understanding 
of an area of the brain that may 
be affected in people with various 
learning 
disabilities, 
autism and 
schizophrenia.

“Recent 
research has 
shown that 
people with 
schizophrenia 
simply hold 
fewer items in 
their working 
memories, 
rather 
having an inability to disregard 
unimportant items, as previously 
thought,” he said. “Thus, 
discovering more about working 
memory will enable scientists 
to better target schizophrenia, 
among other disorders.”

Cowan’s research will be

With this center, 
TueVe hoping to 
make a major mark 
on the landscape of 
scientific research?
— Nelson Cowen, director 
MU Brain Imaging Center

published in the Journal of 
Cognitive Neuroscience, and his 
related research on the childhood 
development of working memory 
has been funded by the National 
Institutes of Health since 1985. 
The study is one of many research 
projects that are currently 
underway at the Brain Imaging 
Center, which opened in 2009 to 

offer state- 
of-the-art 
technology to 
researchers in 
several fields.

The 
cornerstone 
of the center 
is MRI 
technology, 
which allows 
researchers 
to collect 
behavioral 

data through pictures of the 
brain. Magnetic pulses within 
the MRI machine measure blood 
flow to the subject’s brain and 
other types of chemical processes 
that indicate the structure and 
function of brain cells. Following 
the scan, the machine produces an

image of the activity. With the 
images, researchers can observe 
how the brain functions and the 
effects of various mental activities.

Researchers at center have 
been using MRI to study various 
diseases and conditions. Shawn 
Christ, assistant professor of 
psychological sciences, is working 
on a study to understand the 
nature of cognitive processes in 
children with autism. John Kerns, 
associate professor of psychological 
sciences, is examining 
schizophrenic performance and 
how patients control their behavior.

“This center has allowed our 
department and the broader 
university research community 
to remain at the forefront of 
research on the diagnosis and study 
of the causes of neurocognitive 
disorders,” Christ said.

Cowan said psychiatry 
researchers are studying the 
effects of medications on the 
brain and researching addictive 
behaviors. Researchers from the 
Department of Nutrition and 
Exercise Physiology in the College 
of Human Environmental Sciences 
are studying the neurological

effects of eating breakfast on 
obese people. That research team 
is also studying the effects of eating 
breakfast on working memory.

“The work being done points 
to the vast opportunities for the 
center and neuroscience research 
in the future,” Cowan said.
“With this center, we’re hoping 
to make a major mark on the 
landscape of scientific research.”
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calendar
Concerts & Plays

Thursday, February 24
UNIVERSITY THEATRE

SERIES: Fences, by August Wilson 
and directed by Clyde Ruffin, 
will be presented at 7:30 p.m. 
today through Feb. 26 in the 
Rhynsburger Theatre. For ticket 
information, call 882-PLAY 
or visit theatre.missouri.edu.

Sunday, February 27
MUSEUM OF ART AND 

ARCHAEOLOGY: Presents 
the Music and Art Concert, 
by the Museum of Art and 
Archaeology and MU’s School 
of Music Chorale, at 5 p.m. 
in Jesse Hall Rotunda.

Wednesday, March 2
UNIVERSITY CONCERT

SERIES: A Chorus Line, a 
Tony Award winning classic, 
will be performed at 7 p.m. in 
Jesse Auditorium. For ticket 
information, call 882-3781.

Thursday, March 3
UNIONS ART COUNCIL

DANCE SEQUENCE: 
Performers from Moon Belly 
Dance Studio will entertain 
you with a free performance, 
from 7-8 p.m. in Stotler 
Lounge, Memorial Union. 

UNIVERSITY CONCERT
SERIES: Christopher O’Riley, 
pianist, performs a variety of 
pieces ranging from classical to 
more recent pop-culture pieces 
with his program Out of My Hands. 
Performance begins at 7 p.m. 
in Jesse Auditorium. For ticket 
information, call 882-3781.

UNIVERSITY THEATRE
SERIES: Fences, by August Wilson 
and directed by Clyde Ruffin, 
will be presented at 7:30 p.m. 
today through March 6 in the 
Rhynsburger Theatre. For ticket 
information, call 882-PLAY 
or visit theatre.missouri.edu.

Courses & Workshops

Monday, February 28
COMPUTER TRAINING:
• “SAS Enterprise Guide - 

Introduction” will be offered at 
1 p.m. in N3 Memorial Union

Registration is required 
online at training.missouri. 
edu or call 882-2000.

Tuesday, March 1
COMPUTER TRAINING:
• What’s New in Office 2010” 

will be offered at 8:30 a.m. in 
4D11 East Ellis Library.

• “Dreamweaver 2: Introduction to 
CSS” will be offered at 1 p.m. 
in 4D11 East Ellis Library.

Registration is required 
online at training.missouri. 
edu or call 882-2000.

Wednesday, March 2
COMPUTER TRAINING:
• “Flash 1: Interface, Drawing

& Layers” will be offered at 
8:30 a.m. in N3 Memorial Union.

Registration is required 
online at training.missouri. 
edu or call 882-2000.

Thursday, March 3
COMPUTER TRAINING:
• “InDesign 1: Introduction & Basic 

Documents” will be offered at 
8:30 a.m. in N3 Memorial Union.

• “Dreamweaver 4: CSS 
Projects & Publishing” will 
be offered at 8:30 a.m. in 
4D11 East Ellis Library.

• “Basic PHP Programming” 
will be offered at 1 p.m. in 
N3 Memorial Union.

• “Excel: Functions, Scenarios & 
Solver” will be offered at 1 p.m. 
in 4D11 East Ellis Library.

Registration is required 
online at training.missouri. 
edu or call 882-2000.

Exhibits
BINGHAM GALLERY:
• “MU Undergraduate Juried 

Exhibition” will showcase the 
creative accomplishments of 
undergraduate students at 
the University of Missouri 
through Feb. 24.

• “George Olson - Tailgrass Prairie" 
features Olson’s watercolors 
and drawings of wildflowers and 
grasses of the North American 
Prairie and will be on display 
from Feb. 28 through March 24, 
with the reception to be held 
Feb. 28, from 4-6 p.m.

• “MFA Thesis Exhibitions” 
will be on display from 
April 4 through April 28.

The museum, located in the Fine 
Arts Building, is open from 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays.

MUSEUM OF ART AND 
ARCHAEOLOGY:

• “Love, Life, Death and Mourning: 
Remembrance in Portraits by 
George Caleb Bingham” displays 
portraits that commemorate 
family, love, and life. This exhibit 
is on display through April 17.

• “A Midwestern View: The 
Artists of the Ste. Genevieve Art 
Colony” explores the diversity 
of artists during the 1930s 
and early 1940s, as well as the 
important role of Missouri in 
Midwestern art, through May 15.

• “CIA: Counterfeits, Imitations and 
Alterations of Ancient Coins” 
examines coins in greater depth 
in an attempt to better tell their 
stories through July 31 with an 
Exhibition Gallery Event on 
March 9 from 12:15-1 p.m.

The museum, located in Pickard 
Hall, is open from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Thursday, and from noon- 
4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY: 
“Wildlife Photography by Glenn 
D. Chambers” features over 
thirty photographs by Missouri 
native Glenn Chambers who 
has spent a lifetime studying and 
photographing nature. His work 
has been featured in National 
Geographic publications, and he 
received a Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Conservation 
Federation of Missouri in 
2002; through May 2011.

Gallery hours are 8 a.m.-
4:45 p.m. Monday-Friday, and
8 a.m.-3:3O p.m. Saturday.

Lectures & Seminars

Thursday, February 24
NOEL P. GIST SEMINAR:

Ibtisam Barakat, Palestinian- 
American author and poet, will 
present “Politics, Poetry and 
Peace: The Word for Healing 
the World,” at noon in Room 
N52 Memorial Union.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
LECTURE: Leigh-Ann Bedel, 
archaeologist, University of 
Pennsylvania, will present “Petra: 
An Urban Oasis in the Arabian 
Desert” at 5:30 p.m. in Room 106, 
Museum of Art and Archaeology.

Saturday, February 26
SATURDAY MORNING

SCIENCE: Mark Smith, 
Curators Professor of History, 
will present “How ‘Eastern’ is 
‘Western’ Science?” at 10:30 a.m. 
in the Life Sciences Center’s 
Monsanto Auditorium.

Saturday, March 5
SATURDAY MORNING 

SCIENCE: Wouter Montfrooij, 
professor of physics and 
astronomy, will present “Physicists 
Are Always Right... Right?” at 
10:30 a.m. in the Life Sciences 
Center’s Monsanto Auditorium.

Films

Thursday, February 24
JOURNALISM FILM SERIES:

All the President's Men (1976) will 
be presented at 7 p.m. in Fisher 
Auditorium in Gannett Hall. 
Free and open to the public.
Journalism faculty members will 
be on hand to discuss the film 
with the audience.

Thursday, March 3
JOURNALISM FILM SERIES: 

Under Fire (1983) will be 
presented at 7 p.m. in Fisher 
Auditorium in Gannett Hall. 
Free and open to the public. 
Journalism faculty members will 
be on hand to discuss the film 
with the audience.

Friday, March 4
MUSEUM OF ART AND

ARCHAEOLOGY: Mrs. Miniver 
(1942), directed by William 
Wyler and starring Greer 
Garson and Walter Pidgeon, 
will be presented at 7 p.m. in 
Room 106 Pickard Hall. Film 
is free and open to the public.

Special Events

Friday, February 25
MU SCHOOL OF LAW

SYMPOSIUM: MU School of 
Law will host “Evolving the Court 
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit 
and its Patent Law Jurisprudence” 
beginning at 8:15 a.m. in Hulston 
Hall. The event, sponsored 
by the Missouri Law Review, is 
free and open to the public.
To register, please contact: 
mulawsymposium@missouri. edu.

Is community-funded 
reporting the future 
of journalism?
NEW MEDIA
Online venture tests 
a new business model

■
he rise of the Internet has 
cut into the budgets and 
profit margins of news 
organizations across the country. 

Now, a researcher in the Reynolds 
Journalism Institute (RJI) at the 
University of Missouri School of 
Journalism has created a business 
model that may change the 
economics of the media.

SpotUs is an open source 
project to pioneer “community- 
powered reporting?’The model 
relies on individual donations 
to fund reporting on important 
and perhaps overlooked topics. 
Reporters pitch local and 
regional story ideas on topics 
such as problems with local 
transit systems and homeless 
people living in storage units. 
Once a story idea has met a pre
determined funding goal, the 
reporter will research and publish 
the story on Spot .Us in print, 
video, audio or a convergence 
of mediums. In some cases, a 
reporter may have partnered 
with a public media outlet, which 
will publish the story as well.

David Cohn, a Reynolds 
Fellow at RJI, founded Spot. Us, in 
fall 2008. Cohn said the Spot.Us 
model can make the journalism 
process more transparent and 
increase revenues for public 
media. Consumers are more 
likely to pay to see a certain story 
idea produced, he said, than 
to a media outlet as a whole.

“In the past, there were two 
main revenue sources for media: 
advertising and classifieds,” 
Cohn said. “The Internet has 
hurt classified advertising, and 
online advertising is not as 
profitable as print advertising. 
With community-funded 
reporting, media outlets will have 
another way to take in revenue 
and engage their audiences?’

The SpotUs website lists 
stories in the works by funding 
status. As of Monday, a project by

TAX PREPARATION
Retired CPA with large University 

of Missouri clientele will assist 
you with your income taxes. 
Evening appointments also 
available. Call 573-442-7856.

TUTORING
Private, individual, discreet 

tutoring in English. Five 
years experience. All ages, 
abilities welcome. Reading

Uptake.org, a citizen-fueled video 
news site, to provide around-the- 
clock coverage of the protests by 
public employees in Wisconsin, 
had raised 23 percent of its 
$50,000 goal. An independent 
journalist in Cleveland, Ohio, 
wants to raise $1,000 to explore 
the job prospects of African- 
Americans released from prison.

More than a half-dozen Spot. 
Us projects have won regional 
journalism awards. Peter Byrne 
was honored by the Society 
of Professional Journalists’ 
Northern California chapter for 
an 8-part series, “The Investors’ 
Club: How the University of 
California Regents Spin Public 
Money into Private Profit.”

At RJI, Cohn is working 
on three projects to make 
community-funded journalism 
possible, including a platform for 
local news outlets to run the Spot. 
Us model on their local sites. He’s 
also compiling a handbook for 
media outlets interested in using 
community-funded journalism

Cohn is also working to 
develop the advertising model 
on Spot.Us. Instead of typical 
banner advertising seen on 
websites, SpotUs allows 
companies to buy community- 
focused sponsorships to conduct 
market research surveys of Spot. 
Us users. Users who complete 
surveys are rewarded with 
donation credits to put toward 
the story of their choice.

“This is a unique model 
because it allows consumers, 
rather than publishers, to choose 
where their advertising dollars 
go,” Cohn said. “Also, surveys 
are worth more to sponsors than 
typical online advertising because 
surveys engage consumers, 
provide valuable information and 
hold consumers’ attention much 
longer than typical advertising.”

The SpotUs strategy could 
be applied to for-profit media as 
well, although Cohn sees audience 
engagement as a more important 
benefit than the revenue the 
model might generate.

comprehension, composition, 
speech. Affordable rates. By 
appointment only. Neutral 
site preferred. Call (573) 
875-0983 evenings.

For a limited time, classified ads 
are FREE for MU faculty, staff and 
retirees for up to a 30-word line ad.

• Home phone number or e-mail 
address required.

• Deadline: Noon Thursday the 
week before publication.

• No refund for cancelled ads.

To submit an ad, call 884-1278 or 
e-mail mizzouweekly@missouri.edu

theatre.missouri.edu
theatre.missouri.edu
Uptake.org
mailto:mizzouweekly@missouri.edu
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FUNDING from Page 1
Symposium on Assessment and 
Facilitation of Creativity in New 
Media — Bimal Balakrishnan, 
Suzanne Burgoyne, Roger 
Cook, Newton D’souza, Sanda 
Erdelez, Matthew Kritis, Kennon 
Sheldon, Jeffrey Uhlmann, 
Kathleen Unrath, So-Yeon Yoon

• Current Textile Labeling 
Requirements: Disruptive 
and Transforming? — 
Jung Ha-Brookshire

• Formation of an 
International Symposium

Series on Muscle and 
Mineralized Tissues — Lynda 
Bonewald, Rob Duncan

• Gateway to the West: 
Launching Digital Humanities 
at Mizzou — Michael Holland, 
Berkley Hudson, Devoney Looser

• The Impact of Federal 
Health Care Reform Legislation 
on Missouri Citizens and 
Institutions — Victoria Osborne, 
Paul Rainsberger, Lilliard 
Richardson, Molly Vetter-Smith

• Missouri Metagenomics 
Symposium — Mark Ryan

• Reality-Based Filmmaking: 
Journalism and the New 
Documentary in the Twenty- 
First Century — Roger Cook, 
Stephanie Craft, Joanna 
Hearne, Brad Prager, Katherine 
Reed, Paul Sturtz, Tim Vos

• Regional Symposium 
on RNA Structure and 
Function: CornBelt RNA 
2011 — Donald Burke, Brenda 
Peculis, Frank Schmidt

The 10 projects awarded 
by the Chancellor’s Fund 
for Excellence and the

principal investigators are:
• Overcoming Barriers for 

Regulating Environmental 
Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals 
— Frederick vom Saal

• Columbia Pecha
Kucha — Roger Cook

• Contemplative Studies 
in Higher Education
— Kennon Sheldon, Donna 
Strickland, Terry Wilson

• “Ediciones Vigia” and 
the Aesthetics of Bricolage — 
Juanamaria Cordones-Cook

• Health, Wealth &

Society — Janet Saidi
• Imagine Democracy — 

William Carner, Richard Johnson, 
Randall Smith, Antonie Stam

• National Hunger Atlas 
and Summit — Sandy Rikoon

• New Media, New 
Technologies, and the 
Future of the Arts — Andrea 
Heiss, Robert Shay

• Midwest Renewable- 
Energy Generation and Storage 
Solutions — Noah Manring

• Use of Botanicals in Chronic 
Pain Research — William Folk

Cholesterol blocker also kills cancer cells

TeAchnology!
Where technology intersects good teaching

A conference by Educational 
Technologies at Missouri

March 8-9, 2011
Register now at http://etatmo.missouri.edu

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Creating Blended Courses to
Improve Student Learning

By course redesign expert
Dr, Ike Shibley, Penn State Berks

March 8 at 9:00 am in Mark Twain Bailroom

Plenary featuring Dr. Curtis Bonk:
Author of “The World Is Open: How Web Technology 
Is Revolutionizing Education” and “Empowering 
Online Learning: 100* Activities for Reading, 
Reflecting, Displaying, and Doing,”

INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH 
Compound “destroys” 
breast-cancer cells

A
 University of Missouri 
researcher believes a 
drug compound that 
helps control cholesterol could kill 

breast cancer cells.
Salman Hyder, the Zalk 

Endowed Professor in Tumor 
Angiogenesis and professor of 
biomedical sciences in the College 
of Veterinary Medicine and the 
Dalton Cardiovascular Research 
Center, and his research team 
were investigating PRIMA-1, 
a drug that targets a common 
mutated gene in human breast 
cancer cells, and kills tumor 
cells. Xiaoquin Zou, an assistant 
professor in the MU Department 
of Physics and Astronomy, 
compared the chemistry of 
PRIMA-1 binding to thousands of 
proteins using a software program 
she developed called MDock.

Hyder and Zou found that 
PRIMA-1 showed excellent

binding properties to a protein 
called oxidosqualene cyclase, 
(OSC) that is known to be 
important for producing 
cholesterol. This led Hyder’s 
team to investigate whether 
known OSC inhibitors, such as 
Ro 48-8071, a small molecule 
initially developed to stop 
cholesterol production, also 
killed breast cancer cells.

According to Hyder, 
it “dramatically destroys” 
those cells without harming 
normal breast cells.

“We had been working with 
PRIMA-1 for some time, and 
what we didn’t quite understand 
is exactly how it killed tumor 
cells,” Hyder said. “With the 
current findings, we think it’s 
possible that one mechanism 
utilized by PRIMA-1 to kill cancer 
cells may include shutting down 
cholesterol synthesis, but we still 
don’t know for certain if that’s the 
case. What we do know is that 
Ro 48-8071 does stop cholesterol 
synthesis, and it proved to be

just as effective in destroying 
cancer cells as PRIMA-1.”

While there are still many 
studies to complete, including 
testing on humans, Hyder believes 
there are great possibilities in 
using Ro 48-8071 as a treatment 
for breast cancer. Hyder gives 
equal credit to MU colleagues 
Xiaoqin Zou, Sam Grinter, 
graduate student in physics; Yayun 
Liang, assistant professor and 
Dalton researcher and Sheng- 
You Huang, research associate.

“This is a good example 
of interdisciplinary research, 
where colleagues with different 
expertise collaborated to find 
targets and verify their use 
for breast cancer therapy. We 
couldn’t have achieved this 
finding with each of us working 
on our own,” Hyder said.

The study results are published 
in an article “An inverse docking 
approach for identifying new 
potential anti-cancer targets” in the 
February Journal of Molecular 
Graphics and Modelling.

Over 30 concurrent sessions, including:
* The Future of Mobile Devices in Education
* Before and After: Applying Quality Standards
• Designing 21st Century Learning Spaces at Mizzou
* Instructor Dialogues: Best Practices with Tegrity
• Lunch sessions include “Birds of a Feather” table topics
« Sessions on Blackboard, WIMBA Live Classroom, & Clickers!

| Fidget with Gadgets Fair |

§ Try out a technology with
| support staff on hand to

| answer questions

| • Tegrity

3 • WIMBA Live Classroom 
£
:> • Blackboard

$ * Clickers

x Tinker with Tools Fair

Blackboard

No Car Loan Payments 
for Up to 3 Months!
Enjoy up to 90 days with no payments when you refinance an 
existing car loan from another institution with us!

> Play with the latest devices in 
; teaching and learning

Sprint smart phones 
running Blackboard Mobile Learn 

PulsePens 

iPads

Pico Projectors

For Great Rates, Flexible Terms 
and Lower Monthly Payments:
• Apply online for an instant decision 
•Call 573.443.8462
• Stop by our branch at:

N17 Memorial Student Union

New & Used Rates 
as low as 

2.99% APR

@MO ^Instruction"
TIGERS

[V ,1 CREDIT UNION

N17 Memorial Student Union, Lower Level 
Columbia, MO 65211 • tigerscu.org 
573.443.8462 or 888.673.2844

NCUA

*See our website for full disclosures and details.

Emitter* #EdTechMU11

http://etatmo.missouri.edu
tigerscu.org
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