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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION: 

THE PROBLEM AND REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

The history of newspapers in Callaway County, Mis

souri, covers a period of more than 120 years. Since 1839, 

when Warren Woodson, Jr., founded the first newspaper in 

the county and one of the first west of the Mississippi —  

the Banner of Liberty —  the county has never been without 

a newspaper.

More than forty newspapers have been started in the 

county and more than half of this number in the county 

seat, Fulton. Some of these papers operated for genera

tions, while others survived for only a few weeks. Many 

were important insofar as they affected the area socially 

and politically; others are important only as a matter of 

record.

This study will cover the entire 120-year period of 

newspapers in the "Kingdom of Callaway,” giving special 

emphasis to those newspapers, their editors and owners, 

considered most important by the writer.

I. THE PROBLEM

Statement Qf the problem. It is the purpose of 

this study (1) to logically trace the development of news-
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papers in Callaway County from their inception to the 

present; (2) to record biographical material concerning 

the lives of the editors and publishers of the newspapers, 

since a study of this type can not be complete without a 

picture of the persons connected with the newspapers be

cause county journalism is personal journalism; and (3) to 

simultaneously trace the history and growth of the area as 

presented in the pages of the newspapers.

Importance of the study. Callaway County, Missouri, 

has a long and interesting history. At one time its first 

settlement, Cote Sans Dessein, was the farthest western 

settlement in the nation and it almost became the state 

capital of Missouri.

A history of the newspapers in the county is, in a 

sense, a history of the people, since it is said a news

paper reflects the image of the people. This study will 

bring to light little-known facts and will correct incon

sistencies in work already completed.

There has been little study in the specific area. 

The History of Callaway County^  for example, is a full 

954-page history of the county up to 1884, but it devotes 

only three pages to newspapers. Thus, this is the first 

comprehensive study to be made of the history of newspapers 

in Callaway County.

1 National Historical Company, History of Callaway 
County (St. Louis: National Historical Company, 1^84)7 “
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II. REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Sources of data* The greater part of the data in 

this study has come from the most logical source —  the 

files of the newspapers themselves. The Newspaper Library 

of the Historical Society of Missouri in Columbia contains 

a nearly complete file of the most important newspapers 

published in the county. Supplementary historical mater- 
2 

ial was gleaned from books, brochures and magazines, 

especially through the works of Ovid K. Bell, a local his

torian and newspaper editor of note himself.

Also warranting mention are the personal records of 

Dr. William H. Taft, of the University of Missouri School 

of Journalism, whose comprehensive file of names and dates 

of Missouri newspapers was a tremendous aid.

The writer made use of personal interviews with 

individuals who might have had some recollection of old 

newspapers or of their editors. Of these, the many tele

phone interviews with Mrs. Maggie Lamar of Fulton, per

sonal interviews with L. Mitchell White, publisher of the 

Mexico Ledger, and Dr. Frank J. Nichols of Fulton were the 

most enlightening. Interviews with members of the family 

of former editors also were valuable.

2 Files of the Missouri Historical Review, of the 
State Historical Society of Missouri, and the Missouri 
Pregs News, official organ of the Missouri Press Associa
tion, were of valuable help in this project.
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Orgsmization of the study. The study is divided 

into nine chapters and an attempt is made to treat the 

newspapers chronologically as far as possible.

Six of these chapters deal exclusively with Fulton 

newspapers after Chapter II. One chapter covers the re

mainder of newspapers in the county and the final chapter 

provides the conclusion.

Chapter II is a short history of Callaway County 

and Fulton, the emphasis being on the period before the 

first newspapers were founded.

Chapter III covers the pioneer period of newspapers 

in Fulton from 1839 to 1845 when James Whiteside took over 

proprietorship of the Telegraph.

Chapter IV covers the period in Fulton from 1845 

through the Civil War to its conclusion in 1865.

Chapter V covers the 18-year period from 1865 to 

1883, a time of Reconstruction in the area.

Chapter VI covers the period of 1883 to 1915.

Chapter VII concludes the history of newspapers in 

Fulton, starting in 1915 and bringing it up to date.

Chapter VIII is a short resume of newspapers in the 

remainder of the county and takes in those newspapers in 

Auxvasse, Cedar City, Concord, Guthrie, Mokane, New Bloom

field, Portland and Tebbetts. Chapter IX contains a sum

mary and conclusion of the study.

An Appendix contains copies of bills of sale and
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prospectuses of the most important newspapers when they 

were obtainable.



CHAPTER II

A BRIEF HISTORY OF CALLAWAY COUNTY AND FULTON

Callaway County, Missouri, is rectangular in shape 

except where the Missouri River forms its southern border 

and Cedar Creek borders it on the west. Located in the 

east central part of the state, the county is approximately 

130 miles east of Kansas City and 110 miles west of St. 

Louis. It is bordered by Montgomery County on the east, 

Audrain County on the north, Boone County on the west, and 

Osage and Cole Counties on the south, just across the Mis

souri River. The 835 square miles provide rich and fertile 

farm land for the more than 23,316 residents, the majority 

of whom live in rural areas.

This territory, included in the Louisiana Purchase 

of 1803, has had a long history. First claimed by LaSalle 

for France in 1682, it was ceded to the Spanish in a secret 

treaty in 1762, but recovered again by Napoleon in 1800. 

In 1803 agents of the United States government, under 

President ThomAs Jefferson, purchased the entire Louisiana 

territory from France for $15,000,000. This area today 

comprises fourteen of our states and the original cost has

1 Office of the Secretary of State, Official Manual 
of the State of Missouri? 1957-1958 (Jefferson City, Mo.s 
Van Hoffman Press, Inc., n.d.), p. 1330*
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been computed to have been less than three cents per acre.

The first white men to settle in what is today 

Callaway County were Frenchmen from Canada, who, establish

ing trading posts along the Missouri River, hunted and 

traded with the Indians.

Cote Sans Dessein was the first town in the county 

and was at one time the farthest western white settlement 

in the country. Located along the Missouri River, it was 
□ 

probably first settled in 1803. Cote Sans Dessein liter

ally means a "hill without design.” It was given this 

name because of its location near a huge rock extending 

out into the dry river bottom. At one time the rock was 

connected with the land but it has been separated by some 

phenomenon of nature.

It was here that the French traders built a Cath

olic chapel, a blockhouse and a few cabins. The women en

gaged in limited agricultural pursuits while the men 

hunted and traded. The town gained considerable impor

tance for a time, but the transient French, looking only 

for economic gain, moved to other, more productive areas. 

Today all evidence of the early settlement has disappeared,

2 Ovid Bell, "Pioneer Life in Callaway County," 
Missouri Historical Review, XXI (January, 1927), 157.

3 Although historians disagree as to the date of 
founding, 1808 is the one most generally accepted. See 
Ovid Bell, Short History of Callaway County (Fulton, Mis
souri s Published by the author, 19?2), p. 3.
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but the name, Cote Sans Dessein, has been preserved in the 
4.

township name.

The first Americans in Callaway County were Colonel 

Nathan Boone, a son of Daniel Boone, and a Captain Clemson, 

an officer of the United States Army. Colonel Boone, as

sisted by fifty men, surveyed and laid out “Boone’s Lick 

Road” from St. Charles, Missouri, to the “Lick” in Howard 

County in the summer of 1815*

In the autumn of the same year Jonathon Crow and 

the Reverend John Ham, a Methodist minister, settled in 

the present-day county about ten miles southeast of what 

is today Fulton, on Big Auxvasse Creek. The two were 

forced to live in makeshift camps, and spent their time, 

like the French, in hunting, trapping and fishing. The 

names of these two pioneers are still identified with the 

county; Ham's Prairie has been named after John Ham and 

Crow's Fork Creek has been named for Crow.^

Within a few months after Ham and Crow settled, 

other families from St. Charles and the East made their 

way to Callaway. Soon after, a considerable number of 

pioneers, many who brought slaves with them, built cabins

4  National Historical Company, History of Callaway 
County (St. Louiss National Historical Company, 1884), 
p. 92.
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in the county. They came from many states, but mostly 

from Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia, many of them of the 
7 

finest Virginian stock.-

These people did not have an easy time. Their 

homes had to be cut from the trees in the firest, their 

clothes made and food found wherever possible, either by 

hunting or by farming. Supplies were brought from St. 

Louis or St. Charles and travel was very difficult. But 

the people overcame such hardships and the rich land en

couraged more and more individuals to settle there.

In 1820 the population had increased to such an 

extent that it was made a county on November 2? from land 

taken from Montgomery County. The new county was named 

for Captain James Callaway, a grandson of Daniel Boone and 

a famous Indian fighter who was killed by the Indians in 
g

181? while crossing Loutre Creek. By this time the popu

lation had reached more than 1,500 and the first census 

taken the following year, though unofficial, revealed a
9 

population of 1,797*'

Immediately after the county organization, the town

John G. Provines, "History of Callaway County," 
An Illustrated Historical Atlas of Callaway County, Mo., 
Edwards Brothers, editors (Philadelphia: Published by the 
editors, 1876), p. 7.

® National Historical Company, History of Callaway 
County, p. 94.

9 Provines, loc. cit.
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of Elizabeth was established as the seat of government, 

located about six miles south of present-day Fulton on 

Ham's Prairie. It remained there only four years because 

it was located too far from the center of the county's 

population. In 1825, the General Assembly of Missouri 

authorized a committee to select a new site for the county 

seat and George Nichols sold the tract of land which is 

10 now Fulton for the nominal sum of S50. The plat of the 

town was filed on January 2, 1827, and the deed of the 

town was filed for record on February 19, 1829.^ 

Originally called Volney after a famous French

author and philosopher, the name was changed to honor Rob

ert Fulton, inventor of the steamboat. People objected to 

the original name because of Volney's deistic religious 

beliefs and because he was a subject of a country under a 

dictatorship. Robert Dunlap is credited with having sug

gested the name Fulton for the new town.

Fulton, in its early days, covered only a fraction 

of the land included in the city limits today. The ori

ginal town stretched for five city blocks, between what is 

today First and Sixth streets. The first structure was 

the log cabin of George Nichols, on West Fourth Street,

10 ’>The Capital of the Kingdom of Callaway," Jeffer- 
soa City Daily Capital News, May 21, 1941, p. 8. ~ ~

ii National Historical Company, History of Callaway 
County, p. 185. ..
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near Jefferson Street. Because of the sparse population 

of the area, Nichols had to travel ten miles to gain as

sistance in the construction of his home.’*'2

Population increased rapidly. The first official 

census taken in 1830 revealed that it had increased more 

than three-fold over 1821, and by 1840 it had practically 

doubled again. By this time there were 11,765 people liv

ing in Callaway County, where only two decades earlier 

there were fewer than two thousand.^

Fulton satisfied the needs of the people for a more 

central location and in 1825 became the commercial center 

of the county. Nevertheless, the town had economic diffi

culties at first. There were only two stores in town, 

neither heavily stocked. But as roads opened and facili

ties for trading with the East increased, the town grewA4, 

The first people who settled in Fulton and Callaway 

County were not attracted by wealth. They were a humble 

and simple folk, mostly young and middle-aged men with 

families, many of whom, having been unsuccessful in the 

East and South, traveled to the West to make their homes 

on inexpensive government land.

These people settled close to the analogous longi-

1 2  Ibid.

William F. Switzler, History of Missouri: From 
1541 to 1877. p. 493. See Table I.

Provines, loc. cjt.
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TABLE I

POPULATION OF CALLAWAY COUNTY FROM 1821 TO 1950

Year Population

1821* 1,797

1830 6,159

1840 11,765

1850 13,827

1860 17,449

1870 19,202

1880 23,670

1890 25,131

1900 25,984

1910 24,400

1920 23,007

1930 19,923

1940 23,094

1950 23,316

* Report for 1821 taken from Switzler, loc. cit. 
The remaining figures from United States Census 
Reports, for the years 1830 through 19^0.



13

tudinal lines of their original homes; hence, people from 

Virginia and Kentucky settled in the north and central 

part of the state, while those from Tennessee and the Car

olinas preferred the southern areas. The practice of 

keeping slaves was carried over by these southern emigrants 

and Negroes soon accounted for a heavy proportion of the 

population.

But emigration was not confined to this country. 

Former residents of England, Ireland and Germany were at

tracted to Callaway County for essentially the same rea

sons as the American pioneers. Here they set up new homes 

in a new and strange land.

Most of these people went into agricultural pur

suits. The Germans cultivated land for vineyards; others 

established small retail shops in the towns.

The importance of formal education was soon realized 

and in 1850 the Presbyterian officials met in Fulton to 

establish the Synodical Female College, which remained in 

existence until 1928.^^ Two years later a male college 

was established. Named Westminster, the college was char

tered on February 23, 1 8 5 3 At first it had a difficult 

time, but survived and today is well known among the small 

colleges in the nation.

National Historical Company, History of Callaway 
County, pp. 365ff. .....

1 6 Ibid., p. 340.
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A public school system was established in 1867 

under the provisions of a state law passed the previous 

year.1^

William Woods College, opened in 1890 under the 

name of Christian Orphans School, was sponsored by the 

Christian Church. Its name was changed in 1901 to honor 

Dr. William Stone Woods, of Kansas City, who was a bene

factor of the school.I®

The Missouri School for the Deaf was established 

in 18J1 on forty acres of land provided by the state. Its 

original name was Deaf and Dumb Asylum; it later assumed 

the name, The Missouri Institution for the Education of 

the Deaf and Dumb, and finally, its present name.19

The county later won a bid for the establishment of 

an institution for the care of the mentally ill, which 

today is the State Hospital No. 1. It was founded in 1847 

and received its first patients a year later. The state 

provided 500 acres of land for the hospital.

The diverse geographical background of the people 

manifested itself in many ways, especially with regard to 

religion. The first church in Fulton was built by the

17 ibid., p. 408.

18 Jefferson City Dally Capital News, loc. cit.

19 National Historical Company, History of Callaway 
County, pp. 321-322.

2 0 Jbid., pp. 305-306.



15

Baptists ’’sometime prior to 1832.”2^ The Methodist Church 

was organized in 1833? the Presbyterian Church followed in 

1834, and the Christian Church in 1835 with fourteen char

ter members.

The Civil War had considerable effect on the county. 

Because most of the Callaway County residents were origin

ally from the South and were large slave-holders, they 

naturally sympathized with the southern cause. This feel

ing was so strong that Lincoln received only thirteen of 

the 2,632 votes cast in the county in the i860 presidential 

election.2 2

21 Jefferson City Daily Capital News, loc. cit.

22 Ovid Bell, The Story of the Kingdom of Callaway 
(Fulton, Missouri: Published by the author, 1952), p. 5.

23 This is the same Colonel Jones who named his sons 
"Northeast," "Southwest," and one son, the eighth one, 
"Octave." His name is legendary in Callaway County.

It was in the Civil War that the county received its 

nickname by which it is known today, "The Kingdom of Calla

way," when a Colonel Jones —  a somewhat eccentric gentle

man —  organized an army of young boys and old men and very 

crude equipment and went out to meet a trained Union force 

which was marching into Fulton. It was lucky for this 

Confederate "army" that a truce was signed before a shot 

was fired. It was because of this concerted action on the 

part of the people to resist Federal troops that the county 

became known as a "kingdom."2$
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Callaway Countians served well on both sides during 

the hostilities. Although the overwhelming majority of 

men joined the Confederacy, still 350 white men were re

ported to have served with the Union army. There were no 

battles fought in Callaway County, but two minor skirmishes 

are reported to have taken place. Fulton was later occu

pied by the Union Army for some time. It is said by some 

that even today the Confederacy in the Kingdom of Callaway 

has not made peace with the North.

Fulton and Callaway County have had two especially 

distinguished visitors. In 1875, former President of the 

Confederacy Jefferson Davis visited and spoke to the highly 

partisan people of the county, and in 1946 former British 

Prime Minister Winston Churchill made his now famous ’’Iron 

Curtain Speech” at Westminster College. Both visits in 

both eras were cause for pride among the citizens of the 

county.

Today 23,316 people live in the county. Of this 

number, 10,052 reside in Fulton.2 4 At one time this fig

ure was more concentrated in rural areas, but today more 

and more people are finding the city a better source of 

income.

24 According to the 1950 census.

The population of Fulton grew rapidly in the 1870s 

and 1880s, and then leveled off until it began to increase
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again at a high rate starting in the 1930s. The rapid in

crease in the late nineteenth century is due to the heavy 

emigration from the South and the East. The later resur

gence is probably due to the rural populace moving into 

urban Fulton since the county census for the same years 

does not show a corresponding increase.2 ^

For the most part, Fulton has changed little over 

the past years. A description written late in the nine

teenth century could be applied to present-day Fulton with 

only slight revision necessary to make it up to date. The 

city is described as having

. . .  an attractive location, near the centre fsicl 
of the county, with a range of picturesque wooded 
bluffs upon the south and west, and a magnificent 
prairie and timber country on the north and east. 
The town is substantially built, mainly in the old 
Southern fashion, with here and there a fine speci
men of modern architecture, and, with its court 
house with its lofty Corinthian columns and pleas
ant surroundings, impresses the visitor as an in
viting city. The town has been noted for its 
hospitality, its refined, cordial and social ways, 
and the successful management of its schools and 
State institutions.26

The purpose of this short historical survey has 

been to give the reader some background of the county. 

This will make the following pages more meaningful to the 

reader.

2? Another explanation of the increase could be the 
city’s incorporation of rural areas. See Table II.

26 National Historical Company, History of Callaway 
County, p. 185. ~ —  - -
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TABLE II 

POPULATION OF FULTON, MISSOURI, FROM EARLIEST CENSUS, 

1870 TO 1950*

Year Population

Numerical 
increase 
in 10 years

Percentage 
of increase 
in 10 years

1870 1,585 — —

1880 2,409 824 52.0

1890 4,314 1,905 79.1

1900 4,883 569 13.2

1910 5,228 345 7.1

1920 5,595 367 7.0

1930 6,105 510 9.1

1940 8,297 2,192 35.9

1950 10,052 1,755 21.2

♦ Official Manual of the State of Missouri: 1959
1960, p. 1,310.
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Because the newspaper and history of a community 

are so intertwined, it is difficult to separate them. For 

this reason, the latter period of history in this chapter 

has been more sketchy than the earlier. Many of the later 

persons and events, touched upon only slightly in this 

chapter, will be covered more fully in the succeeding pages 

dealing with the newspapers.



CHAPTER III

THE PIONEER NEWSPAPERS: 1839 TO 184?

The first printed newspaper to appear in Callaway 

County was the Banner of Liberty published in 1839* With

in a span of seven years, to 1845, there were no less than 

five weekly newspapers, all printed in Fulton. The long

est any of these existed was less than two years; the 

shortest, a few months.

The Banner of Liberty remained in existence only 

nine months before Allen Hammond bought it, presumably for 

political purposes, around April 8, 1840, and changed its 

name to the Fulton Reformer. The Reformer was strongly 

Whig in its political leanings, as were all the Fulton 

newspapers in this particular period. In 1842, the Calla

way Watchman succeeded the Reformer. Since there appear 

to be no existing copies of this newspaper, little is 

known of its history. It is certain, however, that Ham

mond and Isaac Curd, who later joined him on the Reformer, 

remained as editors. On March 16, 1844, William A. Stewart 

bought the Watchman and changed its name to The Western 

Star, and in the latter part of April of the following 

year it was sold to two lawyers, John B. Duncan and James 

M. Goggin. At that time it became the Fulton Telegraph. 

(See Table III.)
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These early newspapers are probably not important 

in themselves because most were the products of itinerant 

printers who moved from community to community seeking 

only profit. If a printer could not make a success in one 

town, he would move on, seeking it elsewhere.

Yet, these newspapers are important in some ways 

for they laid the groundwork and had important influence 

on permanent newspapers in the area. So let us review 

these beginners.

On March 30, 1839, a weekly newspaper appeared in 

Fulton. It was an important day because it was the first 

newspaper published in Callaway County and one of only a 

few then published west of St. Louis. It was called the 

Banner of Liberty. The publisher was Elihu Ferry and the 

editor was Warren Woodson, Jr. Concerning the life of 

Woodson, we know little; of Ferry, we know nothing.

Originally planned as a monthly magazine, Woodson 

changed his idea because, as he said, “the prospect for 

success [was] not sufficiently encouraging.After sell-

1 Extensive investigation has revealed little about 
the life of Woodson. His family lived in Boone County, 
Missouri, for some time and his father, Warren Woodson, 
was described as "a prominent person in the history of 
Central Missouri.” He was county clerk and probate judge 
of Boone County for 38 years, until 1863. See Floyd Shoe
maker, Missouri and Missourians (Chicago: The Lewis Pub
lishing Company, 1943) III, 19. Research into the life of 
Ferry has not revealed anything.

Banner of Liberty. March 30, 1839. A photostat 
of this newspaper was obtained by the writer from the
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ing the Banner of Liberty, the following year he was able 

to realize his ambition when he began a weekly magazine in 

another community. This was called the Missouri Saturday 

News, "a weekly literary journal . . . devoted to belles 

lettres and general literature.”3

Even though the Banner was called a newspaper it 

had many of the characteristics of a magazine. “It will 

be in a great measure,” the prospectus said, "devoted to 

agriculture, education, morals and literature; and to the 

promotion of that enlightened and manly character which
4

forms the basis of our free institutions.” The Banner of 

Liberty was entirely non-partisan in its approach toward 

politics, an unusual trait for a newspaper of its period. 

In speaking of political journalism, editor Woodson had 

the following to say:

[The editor] feels sickened and disgusted with 
party political jealousies and animosities, which 
have been seen in many instances, casting aside all 
the decencies of social life, and withering the 
generous feelings of the human heart.

Library of Congress, Washington, D. C., and is now on file 
at the State Historical Society of Missouri Library.

3 St- Louis Daily Argus, September 8, 1840.

4  Banner of Liberty, March 30, 1839. See full pro
spectus in Appendix A.

5 Mott has called this the "dark period” of party 
newspapers when the truth was often "colored” to benefit a 
certain party. See Frank L. Mott, American Journalism 
(New York: The Macmillan Company, 19 ̂0).
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The land is full of heated political papers, and 
the tide of party spirit runs high enough; hence 
there is no necessity for another paper of that 
stamp.®

Woodson promised not to represent any single polit

ical party, but to present news and reports concerning all 

parties, a promise which, for the most part, he kept.

From remaining scattered issues of the paper, one 

can discern the following: The Banner of Liberty was a 

large paper, measuring 15 3/4 by 21 1/2 inches and printed 

on all four pages. It had five columns with wide borders 

on the sides. The newspaper was exceptionally well edited 

and well printed, and its masthead carried the following 

motto: “The Intelligence and Virtue of the People Consti

tute the Basis of our Free Institutions."

Terms were published in every issue in the upper 

lefthand corner of the first page, as was the style of the 

times. Following are the terms in full:

TWO DOLLARS and fifty cents, payable in three 
months from the time of subscribing, or $3 50 cts, 
f gic] when payment is deferred beyond that time. 
Payment within three months is confidently expected 
and much preferred

Those who will do us the kindness to act as 
Agents shall receive one copy free of charge for 
their trouble. No paper will be discontinued, ex
cept at the option of the proprietor, until all 
arrearages are paid.

All friendly to the enterprise who will procure 
and forward the names of ten good subscribers, 
shall receive the paper one year free of charge.

6 Banner of Liberty, March 30» 1839.
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RATES OF ADVERTISING

Advertisements conspicuously inserted at one dol
lar per square, or twelve lines or less, for the 
first insertion, and fifty cents for each subsequent 
insertion. A liberal deduction will be made to mer
chants or others, who may advertise by the year. 
When the number of insertions is not specified, ad
vertisements will be continued until forbid and 
charged accordingly.

All communications to the editor must be post 
paid.7

On the first page the editor published a speech in 

its entirety by a Governor Everett on the importance of a 

liberal education. Apparently, Woodson took a hearty in

terest in public education for he often published articles 

and speeches on the subject.

Space does not permit a detailed description of the 

remainder of the first issue, although it should be noted 

that it contained many diverse and even for readers today, 

interesting topics, including two columns of foreign news 

under the heading, "Late From England.”, national political 

news, and some reprints of various acts of the state and 

national legislatures.

In his salutatory the editor gave a long and de

tailed statement of his objectives. He said, in part:

The name of a newspaper or book should always be 
descriptive of the character of the paper or book. 
In the selection of a title for our journal we 
found no difficulty; for the title we have chosen

7 Ibid
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seemed to flow immediately from the character we 
designed it to possess.

May we not, therefore, be permitted to apply to 
our paper the title of the “Banner of Liberty" —  
Liberty5 a sound delightful to every American ear. 
A sound which awakens recollections with which are 
connected the most tender and thrilling, national p associations, of which it is possible to conceive.”

Most of what we today would call news appeared in 

the form of short paragraphs or blurbs. Often these were 

reprints and in the form of jokes. An example follows:

THE BEST MODE OF DYING— Our exchange papers are 
full of suicides. The easiest and most conscien
tious way of dying is—  to pay for your newspapers 
in advance, and wait till your time comes. Patrons, 
try it.9

Other newspapers in the area noted the first number 

of the Banner with interest, and for the most part, wel

comed it. The Missouri Argus said of it, “We have received 

the first number of the BANNER OF LIBERTY, a neatly printed 

weekly paper. . . .  It has no politics, or rather, the 

Editor says, ‘that it shall expouse the cause of neither 

party in politics’. Another Missouri newspaper called 

it a "neatly printed, well conducted neutral. " H

Later editions contained more international news

8 Ibid.

9 Ibid*

1 0  Missouri Argus, April 12, 1839*

II Western Emigrant, April 18, 1839.
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than earlier ones. One particular issue introduced for

eign news under a heading, "of that which is fraught with 

more than ordinary interest." It contained stories from 

France, London, Turkey, Egypt and Russia. Also under that 
1 

heading was national news, mostly reprints from exchanges.

Wit, too, played an important role in this first 

newspaper. In one issue the editor attacked an anonymous 

"obliging friend" who placed copies of another newspaper 

at Woodson’s door with circles marked around the articles 

he wanted to be reprinted in the Banner of Liberty. The 

editor answered this fellow in the following manner:

. . . When we lay aside all common sense, and re
gard to propriety and honor . . . and wish the 
assistance of presumptuous ignorance and of un
principled and revolutionary coxcombs we will . . . 
find him out and secure his aid. Till then . . . 
if he will attend to his own affairs, we will at
tend to ours.13

Commenting on a contribution from a writer who 

signed his article with the pseudonym of "A Lover," he 

said, "It carries too much sail and not enough ballast, 

and we therefore decline launching it forth on the ocean 

of publication.

In April of 1840 the Banner of Liberty was sold to 

Allen Hammond, who renamed it the Fulton Reformer. The

12 Banner of Liberty, November 2, 1839*

13 Ibid., January 11, 1840.

14 Ibid.
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WARREN WOODSON Editor A Proprietor.

THE INTELLIGENCE AND VIRTUE OF THE PEOPLE CONSTTl
.' - ' . ■ ■ ■ -—

S THE BASIS OF OUR FREE INSTITUTIONS.

TWd DOLLARS and fiftypayable 

in three months from the time of subscribing* 
or 50 e*, when payment is deferred beyond 
that time. Payment within three months is 
confidently expected and much preferred.

Those tvho will do us the kindness to act as 
Agents shall receive one coppy free of charge 
for their trouble. No paper will be discontin
ued, except it the option of the proprietor, un* 
til all arrearages are paid.

All friendly to toe enterprise who will pro
cure and forward toe names often goodsub- 

/ scribers, shall recei ve too piper one year free 
/ of charge.

WaTES OF ADVEXTI8IN0.
Advertisements conspicuously inserted at 

one dollar per square, of twelve lines or less, 
for the first insertion, and fifty cents for each 
subsequent insertion A liberal deduction will 
be made to merchants or others, who may ad
vertise by the year. When the number of in- 
•ertions is aot specified,advertisements will be 
Continued until forbid, and charged for ac
cordingly.

t/'All communications to the editor must 
be post paid.

COMMON SCHOOL EDUCATION. 
Speech of Governor Everett at the meeting of 

the friends of education in Bristol county, 
at Taunton Mass.
The resolutions reported by the committee 

and adopted by toe convention, were publish
ed in our lasu When the resolution of the 

'•ones was annouced by the president of the 
convention for consideration, his excellency 
addressed him substantially as follows:

Mr. President: I rise at the particular re
quest of th6 secretary of toe board, and in 
compliance with the wishes of other respect
ed friends of education, to express to you toe 
thoughts which Occur to me, on the great sub
ject now uiidcr our consideration, aiid more 
especially on the resolution which has just 
been read. I do not come prepared to dis
cuss the proposition which it contains in a ma- - 
turely digested discourse; far less in the pur
pose of going over the groiind, which hasbeeii 
so thoroughly explored in the masterly address 
of the secretary. My object is only to offer 
to you and this large and respected audience 
the thoughts somewhat desultory, which pre
sent themselves to my mind on the principle 
advanced in the resolution; and if I can do no 
more, I shall be well contented with havingof- 
fered to the convention this public testimony 
of the interest I take in the cause.

I will observe, in the first place, that with
out designing any thing like adulation of our 
native state, wc may claini iQr it the credit of 
having made rlvovuion for education from the 
earliest period of its settlement. The small 
New England republics, and especially Mas- 
Bnchusc:is, have been in point of time far in 
advance of the older governments of toe world, 
in systematic provision for toe education of 
the people, at the public expense. In setting 
this example, we have certainly paid back to 
Europe no small part of the debt of civiliza
tion. I regard this heraditary care for educa
tion as a precious portion of our moral birth
right, and I trust we shall transmit it unim
paired to after ages.

1 would gladly believe, nay, I do firmly be
lieve, that toe attention, which in this coun
try has never been withheld from education, 
and which of late, t am rejoiced to say, has 
greatly increased,.does not manifest itself in 
an accidental, far lew uncongenial association, 
with that general interest in political affaire, 
which also characterizes our communities and 
springs froth popular institutions. On toe 
contrary, in the view I take of the subject, a 
country possessed Of such institutions is pre
cisely that where edu'-ation. is most important; 
—where alone it is absolutely necessary for 
carrying on toe system of go ven rment, and 
keeping up its natural healthy action. It is, 
bf course, in such a country that we should 
foost expect from the people an enlightened and 
Vigilant care of education.

There are two simple plans of government, 
which, either pure and without qualifications 
6r with some admixtnrcof the two principles, 
all constitutions are constructed, tine of them 
asserts that, the people are the rightful' source 
bf power, both ultimate and direct: the other 
denies this proposition. When Charles the 
first stood upon toe scaffold, and a moment 
before he laid his head upon toe block,—«o 
firm was his faith in the last named principle, 
that he decfared with his dying breath;—that 
“the people’s right was only to have their 
life and thefr goods their own, a share in toe 
government being nothing pertaining to them.” 
The other pfan is announced in clear terms,' 
in the constitution of Massachusetts: “The 
people of this . commonwealth have toe sole 
and exclusive right of governing themselves, 
as a free, sovereign, and independentstate.”

Now it might be thought that, even to the 
theory of government which Charles sealed 
with his blood, education would be deemed a 
great popular interest, as teaching' the methods 
and furmshjng some of the means of preBerv- 

he ad- 
nutted to be witom toe right of the people. 
It doe. not apftnh however, that at foe time, 
nor Uli long after, this right was understood as 
imposing any correlative duty on the prince, 

* thin? “ ■ aeheme of pop- that time wo uxtooughVof |

It is not certainly mydatentioii to intimate that 
there was no education in England before the 
revolution of 1688, but such aa was compati
ble with the spirit and policy of a purely ar
bitrary government.., There was always a 
temperament of popular institutions in. the 
minds of men, in various Ways, to improve
ment and. progress. The administration of 
affairs had never in practice, for any long pe
riod of time, been brought dofrn to toe plat
form of oriental despotism, to which the theo
ry of Charles 1. reduced it. There were,al
ways parliaments, couils of justice, and jagtw 
in toe worst qf timsv Tho universities WC(D 
seats of scholastic learning, and the pruetieftrf 
dispensing religious instruction from thi‘fid- 
pit forced uqon. toc. church a certain kuU df 
popular ecucatibn; but I suppose 
yd riychocis provided by pious and charitable 
individuals. Nothing resulted from the theo
ry of the government

But tlattoo prince and those associated with 
him reqiired toe advantages of education to 
fitthem.br toe administration of affairs. Ac
cordingly we find that with the popular reform 
which hai been, made in toe government of 
England fa. modern times, and especially in 
our own , attention has been given for the 
first time taxational education. The best ef- 
forts of the Broughams and Wyses have been 
strenuously tmads in this cause; and I learn 
with satisfaction from a distinguished gentle
man fronc that country, who is now presqnt 
with us. (Mr. Gearg-i Combe of Edinburgh,) 
that a greatly increased interest in the subject 
has markal the progress of the political, re
forms of s recent date, in the land of our fath
ers. In Ike manner in France; every thing 
that has baen done for popular education by the 
enlightened zeal and labors of M. Cousin, And 
its other dritinguished friends in that country, 
dates from the period of toe political reforms 
of the government of the country. It reflects 
lasting credit on the Prussian monarchy that, 
without adnitting the people to a share in toe 
government,{it has had the wisdom and the 
courage tobeltow upon them such an admira
ble system oi public education;

But oh to^ plan pt government established 
in the Unitedfitates, where the people are hot 
only in theory toe source of power, but in 
practice are ritually called upon, constantly to 
take an efficient partin constituting and admin
istering the government, it is plain that educa
tion is univcjally and indispcnsibly necessary 
to enable theh to exercise their rights and per
form, their driies. This will be put beyond 
question, by considering a few particulars.

1. The first duty in a popular government 
is that which is attached to the elective fran
chise, though I fear it is too little regarded in 
this light.,, It is not merely the right, but it is 
the duty of the citizen, by the exercise of toe 
right of suffrage, to take a part, at periods re
curring after short intervals, in organizing the 
government. This duty cannot be discharged 
with rectitude, unless it be discharged with in
telligence; and it becomes the duty of the cit- 
zen to make up his own mind on all the great 
questions which arise in administering the 
government How numerous and important 
these great questions are I need not say. 
Since you and I, Mr. President have been of

-[ELIHU FEBRY,.Publisher.

years to observe the march of affairs, the peo
ple of. th? United States have been railed to 
make up a practical judgemnt on the following 
among other great questions. The protective 
policy, that is on the legislation necessary to 
introduce and establish an infant branch of 
manufactures, a question, however easily dis
posed of by the theorists on both sides, of 
infinite practical difficulty. On the circulating 
Medium, and how far the currrency, which is 
the representative of value, must have intrin
sic value itself. On the different families of 
the human race existing jn the Country, and 
the rights and duties which result from their 
relation to each other; On the relations of the 
country with foreign powers, in reference to 
colonial trade, disputed boundaries, and indem
nifications for wrongs and spoliations. On the 
disposal of the public domain, and its bearings 
on the progress of population ind republican 
government in the mighty west; On tho na
ture of our political system as consisting in 
the harmonious adjustment of toe fe lcral and 
state governments. I have named only a part 
of the questions which, within the last twenty 
years, have been, some of them, cot^taufly 
before the community, the turning points of 
municipal, state and nation'll elections/ ' The 
good citizen, who is not willing to bo the slave 
of party, because he is a member of it, must 
make up his mind /or himself on those great 
questions, or he cannot exercise the right of 
suffrage with intelligence and independence. 
As the majority of the people are well or ill- 
informed on these subjects, the public policy of 
the country will bp guided by wisdom and truth- 
or the reverse, I do. not mean that it is neces
sary that every citizen should receive an educa
tion which would enable him to argue all these 
questions at length in a deliberative and popu- 
ar assembly. But. while it is his right and 
his duty to give effect to his judgment at the 
polls, and while the constitution necessarily 
gives as much weight to tho vote of the unin
formed and ignorant as to that of the well-in
structed and intelligent citizen, it is plain that 
tlie avenues to information should be as wide 
•nd numerous is possible, and that the utmost 
practicable c^tensiop should be given to a ays- 
tern of .education Which will confer on every 
citizen the capacicity of deriving knowledge 
with readiness and accuracy -from books and 
documents. The whole energy of the state 
should be directed to multiply the numbers of 
those capable of forming an independent and 
rational judgment of their own, and to dithin

ish as much as possible the numb of. toe op- 
posito claaa, who being blinded bj ignorance, 
are atthe mercy of any-one who" »■> «•*-<- 
estand toe skill to delude them.

2. But toe exercise of toe electire franchise 
but the beginning of the duties of thj citizen. 
The constitution makes it the right,,the laws 
make it toe duty of all citizens, witlih certain 
ages jobcar arms. It may sound Btifrigely to 
connect this duty with the subject >f educa
tion. . I hope ifo practical demensjation of ’ 
the connection of toe topics wiR Brer arise 
among us. But this right and this di|y, light
ly esteemed in quiet times, may, fecome 8f 
fearful import Arms are pLced iji fie hands 
of tie citizen, for the most important jurposes, 
aot for parade and holiday displ^l^t to de- 

. fond Kis country against Vi«la*e4llri abfctoff, 
to maintain the supremacy of tln laws* to pre
serve the pqace of the community, Heaven 
grant that the day may be far distant when 
our citizens shall be called to wield them for 
eithej purpose. But if the experience of toe 
past warrant an anticipation of toe future, the 
time may come when this duty also is to be 
performed. It will not then be a matter of 
indifference whether the honor and peace of 
the community are committed to an ignorant 
and benighted multitude; like those which 
swell the ranks of toe mercenary , standing ar
mies of Europe, or to an educated and intelli
gent population, whose powers, of reflection 
have been strengthened by exercise, and who 
are able to discriminate between constitutional 
liberty and arbitrary power on the one hand, 
and riiarChy on the other.

3. There are other civil, duties to be per
formed, for which education furnishes a still 
morn direct and appropriate preparation. , The 
law Cf the land calls the citizen to take a part 
in the administration of justice; .• Twelve men 
are placed in the jury box, to decide on the 
numberless questions which arise ii the com
munity-questions of character-questions of 
life. The jury passes on your fortune, your 
reputation; pronounces whether you shall live 
or die. Go into the courts; are they light mat
ters, which those twelve men are. to decide? 
Look in the anxious faces of those whose es
tates—whose good name—whose :■ 11 is at stake, 
hanging on the intelligence of those twelve . 
men or any one of them. What assurance is 
there but that which comes from our schools, 
that these men will understand and do their 
duty? Yes, these little boys now sporting in 
the streets or conning their tasks in ou'r town 
schools, in a few short years will be summon
ed in their turns, to discharge this important 
trust. Can we deem it a Witter of iikTiltiji^nSe" 
whether or not their minds have beea early ac- 
custoiricd to follow a train of tliquglits or a , 
statement of facts? Did not thq secretary 
give us this morning from his own ixperience, 
the instance of a witness who in a else of slan
der, where every thing turned on liietestimony, 
first swore that what he saw, he saw. through 
one windpw and then through another, and then 
through a door? W oe to the comminity where 
the degree of solidity and ignorante necessa
ry to constitute such a' witness abounds; and 
where it must appear not only on ths stand but 
in the jury box. It appears to me a most im 
perative duty, on the part of a statewhich calls 
its citizens to discharge this momentous office, 
to do all in its power to qualify them for it, by 
a general system of education. It is laid there 
is learned counsel to argue and explain the 
cause to a jury, however ignorant? 'But there 
is counsel on both sides,—the jury must decide 
hearihg them both- But the court will instruct 
the jury. No doubt as far as the law is con- 
cerncJ;—but the court’s instruejona are ad
dressed to minda, supposed to ba capable of 
following out an argument; catimati&evidenc©; 
and making up an independent opinion. ,. I do 
notsaiy that there are not some minds,to whom 
the best opportunities of education would not 
impart the requisite qualifications of an intel
ligent juror. But I may appeal tai every prot 
fcssional character and magistrate in this con
vention, thpt in an important ciise, if he were 
to ba called on to select a jury on which he 
could place full reliance, he would select men 
of gpod commoti tense, who had received d 
good common education...

4. But I have not yet named all the civil du
ties for which education is needed as the pre- 
paralory discipline^ The various official trusts 
in society are to he filled, from a commission 
of the peace to the chief justiceship;—from a 
constable up tp the President of the United 
Status. The sphere of duty of some of toe 
functionaries is narrow—of others large and 
inex pressibjy responsible—of none insignficant. 
Tak >n together, they make up the administra
tion of free government—the greatest merely, 
temj-qral interest of civilized man. .There are 
three* courses between which we must choose.

. We .must have officers unqualified for their 
. dutiofi; or we must educate a privileged.class to 
monopolize, toe honors and emoluments of 
plac or we must establish suf h a system of 
general education, as will furnishsk'eh a supply 
of well-informed, intelligent, and respectable 
citizens, in every part of the oounjry, and in 
every life, capable qf discharging the trusts 
whksh the people may devolve- upon them. 
The topic is of .great compass, but I cannot 
dwell upon it, It is superfluous to'say which 
of the three conrses is most congenial with toe 
spirit,of repqblicanism. . •

5. I have thus far spoken of. those reasons 
for prompting common school education, 
which spring from t^e nature of our ^Bvern- 
ment. There are othera, derived from the 
condition of our country. Individual enter
prise js every where stimulated—the paths of 
adventure are open—the boundless west pre
vents the older settlements from being over
stocked, and gives scope for an unexampled

devclopmentof energy. Education is wanted, 
to enlighten and to dissect these active moving 
powers; without it, much wild, vigor will be 
exerted iq vain. Energy alone is not enough, 
it must be-turned to feasible objects, and work
ed by sound principles. .. .
i Again, this spirit of enterprise, runs natural
ly toward tho acquisiton of weaih., In this I 
find no matter of reproach; only Jet it hot be a 
merely Carthagenian prosperity let ft taste 
for reading and reflection be cultivated, as well 
as property acquired. Let us give our chil
dren the keys of knowledge, as well as an 
establishment in business. Let them in youth 
form habits and tastes, which remain with 
them in afterlife—in old age,—«nd furnish ra
tional entertainment at all times. When we 
.collect the littlq circle at the family beard, and 
at the fireside in out long winter evenings, let 
us be able to talk or subjects of .interest and 
importance,—the productions and institutions 
.of our own and. foreign countriee-r-the history 
of our venerated fathers—the wonders of toe 
material universe—the existence of our race 
—great mopd interests and duties,—subjects 
surely as important as dollars and cents. Let 
ns, from early years, teach our children to rise 
above the dust beneath their feet, to the con
sideration qf the great scriptural concerns of 
immortal natures. A mere book |vorm is a 
worthless character: but a mere money getter 
is no better. ' ,

It is a great mistake to suppose that it is ne
cessary to be a professional man, fa order to 
have leisure to indulge a taste fot* reading. Far 
Otherwise. Ibelievethe mechanic, the engineer, 
the husbandman, the trader, have quite as 
much leisure as the avenge of men» in the 
learned professions. I know some men busi
ly engaged in these different callings of active , 
life, whose minds are well stored with various 
useful knowledge acquired from books. Thare 
would be more such men, if education inonr 
common.schools were, as it well might be, of 
a higher order: and if common school libra
ries, well furnished* were introduced Into ev
ery district, as I trust fa due time they will be. 
It is surprising, sir, how much may .bo effected 
even under .the most unfavorable circumstances 
for the improvement of ihe mind, by a, .person 
resolutely bent on the acquisition of knowledge. 
A letter has lately been put into my hands, bear
ing date the 6to of September, so interesting in 
itself, and so strongly illustrative of this point, 
that I will read a portion of it: though it was 
written, I am sure, with but the least view to 
publicity.

“I was the youngest (says toe writer) of 
tnaffy brethren, and my pft-bTW were poor. 
My means of education were limited to the ad
vantages of a district school, and those , again 
were circumscribed by my ffllier’s death, which 
deprived me at the age of fifteen of those scan
ty opportunities which I had previously enjoy
ed. A few months after his decease I appren
ticed myself to a blacksmith in my native, vil
lage. Thither I carried an indomintablo taste 
for reading, which I had .previously acquired 
through the medium of the society library; all 
the historical works in which I had at that time 
perused. At the expiration of a little more 
than half my apprenticeship, I suddenly con
ceived toe idea of studying latin. Through the 
assistance of my e|der brother, who had himself 
obtained a collegiate, education by his own ex
ertion, I completed my Virgil during tl»e even
ings of one winter, ■ After some time devotriA 
to Cipero and a few other Latin authors, I conn 
menced the Greek. At this time it was neces
sary that I should devote every hour of day
light and a part of the evening to the duties of 
my apprenticeship. Still I carried my Greek 
grammar in my hat, and often found a moment, 
when I could place my book open before me 
against the chimney of my forgo, and go 
through with tupto, tupteis, tuptes, ynperceiv- 
ed by my fellow apprentices, and, to my confu
sion of face, with a detrimental effect to the 
charge in my fire. At evening I sat down, un
assisted and alone, to the Iliad of Hom?, twen
ty books of which measured my progres in 
that language during the evenings of another 
winter. I next turned to the modern languages, 
and was much gratified to learn that my knowl
edge of the Latin furnished me with a key to 
the literature of most of the languages of Eu
rope.

“This circumstance gave a new impulse to 
the desire of acquainting myself with the phi
losophy of derivation, and affinity of the differ
ent European tongues. I could not be recon
ciled to limit myself in these investigations to a 
few hours after the arduous labors of the day. 
I therefore laid down my hammer and went to 
New Haven, where I recited Jo native teachers 
in French, Spanish, German, and Italian. I 
returned st the expiration of two years 1 to the 
forge,bringing with me such books in those lan
guages as I could procure. When I had read 
these books through, I commenced the Hebrew 
With an awkward desire of examining another 
field; and by assidiuous application I was ena
bled in a few weeks to read this language with 
such facility that I allotted it to myself as a 
task, to read two chapters in the Hebrew Bible, 
before, breakfast each morning; this and an 
hour at noon being all the time that I could de
vote to myself during the day. After becom- 
mg somewhat .famriliar with this language, I 
looked around me for the means of initiating 
myself into the fields of oriental literature, and 
to my deep regret and concern I found my pro
gress in this 'direction hedged up by the want

sftilor oa board some ship bound to Europe, 
thinking in this way to have opportunities of 
collecting at different ports such works in the 
modern and oriental languages as I found necoa- I

>cL I left thb f»ge 
rry this plan info 
to Boston, gdiqMfti^u

sary for this < 
native place te 
I travelled on 
than a hundred iu 
to Europe. Intthi was dtsJppoiatca. ftnd, 
while revolving In my mind’ what steps to take 
accidently heart of the American Antiquarian 
Society at Maester. * I immediately bent 
my steps to Is this place. I visited the hall
of the Amci uarian Soc^Qr, and found

te gratification, such acolleo- 
modern, and oriental langua- 

M , conceived to be collected
in one pfr.cej aaji sir, you may immagine with 
what senti of gratitude I was effected, 

fag a desire to examine same

there to my 
tion*of anti

when upon e 
of these rich 
invited ii 
benefits, of this , noble
myself of the kindness of the 
about thro hours daily at the wnictt, with 
an hour at noon and about three tn the evening, 
make up the portion of the day Which I appro
priate to my studies, the rest being occupied in 
arduous manual labor.. Through the facilities 
afforded by this institution, I have been able to 
add so much to my previous' acquaintance with'

tors, I spend 
/which, with

the ancient, modern and oriental languages, as 
to be able to read Upwards of fifty Of diem, 
with more or less facility»”

1 trust, Mr. president. I shall be pardoned by 
the ingenious author of this letter and the gen
tleman to whom it is addressed, (W.Lincoln.esq. 
of Worchester,' for toe liberty which I have ■ 
taken, unexpected, I am sure, by both qf them, 
in thus making it public. It discloses a reso
lute jmrpo.se of improvement, (under obstacles 
and difficiilticBof no ordinary kind,) which ex
cites my admiration, I may say my veneration. 
It is enough to make one who has had good op
portunities for education, hdng his head in 
sEame.

No leisure, Mr. President for reading? If 
there is a man in the oemmunity of an intelligent . 
mind and with toe least tincture of improve
ment derived from education, who, when com
ing at nightfall from his labor, (I care not how 
hard or. humble,) if told that beneath- his roof 
he would find Sheakspare, or Milton, or Scott, 
Irving, or Channing, settled in actual pres
ence by his fireside,-and waiting to converse 
with him, would he talk of wanting leisure or 
of fatigue. Would he not bound fqrwaad to 
meet them as toe panting heart bounds to 'the 
water brooks? Would not the stars, grow pale in 
the sky Wcfarehe would think of weariness? 
Well, sir, there is not an. individual in the 
communty, who cannot for a few dollars, sur. 
round his fireside with these klidred SpirtA * 
the lightsand guards of humanity: not in !;od, 
ily, but il intellectual presence. * 
- They bill speak to hip understanding, not 

through be ear, but through the eyle'. They 
will discajrse to hint not in their every day 
language,! in which, perhaps, they do not 
greatly c#ell their fellows, but in the choicest 
and the direst strains to which by study, and 
meditation and, I had almost said, by inspira
tion, they have elevated their thoughts; and 
this they iwM do, not for a hasty moment in a 
brief visit, bit again, and again, for days and 
for years,j—yea, until by long continued inter
course with the noblest intellects of our race 
his own bteomes exalted and purified.

Typographical.—The fallowing were a- 
mong the toats drank at the anniversary festi- 
vri; on tha Uth ult., of the typographical so
ciety of Cincinnati:

The, Ameacan Flag.—Composed of colon 
warranted not to run.

Woman.—The only true type of happiness— 
“If to h<r form some human errors fall, 
Look in ler face, and you forget them all.”

PROPOSALS
FOX FUBLlSHMO A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER, W 

THS TOWN OF PARIS, MONROZ 

COWTY MISSOURI, TO BE 
ENTITLED THE

THE undersigned encouraged by his friends has 
determined to publish a paper in The town of 
of Paris, the county seat of Moirroe; and to be devo

ted to the dissemination of general information. 
The interest of the farmer, and that of the merchant, 
and mechanic, will always find a place in its col
umns. The general reader and the politician shill 
also be attended to—in short the proprietor desires 
to make his paper a source of profit to himself 
and to his patrons; and with this object in view, he 
will endeavour to make it an unobjectionable to ev
ery class of readers aS practicable. Located as the 
press is in tho heart of tho Salt River country,’ in 
a flourishing village, surrounded by an extensive 
body of fertflo land, with an enterprising, intelli
gent population, he flatters himshlf that if proper
ly conducted, it cannot fail of being useful and lu
crative. No pains shall bo spared on his part to 
rendered it so.

limo soliciting inch patronage as he mry saem to 
deserve. In political sentiments he is a Democrat, * 
hnf will HmaIIaz* »I«a il__ __ J

forafreodiRdnMionof all subject, unless personal 
In their character, or the communication eeached in 
Vulgar, or abusive language. In no instance shall 
the paper bo prostituted to personal abuse forparty 
P^*8*- TERMS.

’ Paris,

icKan three dollars and fifty cent 
Lts will Ie inserted st the umu 

LUCIAN J. EASTIN.
binary, Jamiery33, 19».

Cou^March 30^ 1839 °f newspaFer Public in Callaway

fitthem.br
jmrpo.se
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first issue was published early in July of that year.-^ 

The Reformer differed from its neutral predecessor in that 

it was strongly Whig and not at all literary in its format. 

Later, Hammond was joined in partnership by Isaac 

Curd, a physician and ’’hardnosed” Whig.

The Curd family originally lived in Virginia, but 

settled in Chillicothe, Ohio, in 1824. Seven years later, 

in 1831, Curd and his family moved to Callaway County 

1A where he established his residence and practice.0 Re

search has produced nothing more concerning the life of 

Hammond.

Ovid Bell, a local historian, has claimed that a 

William Henry Russell was also associated with the Re

former at one time, co-editing it with Curd, but this wri

ter has not been able to find any evidence to confirm or 

deny this statement.17

The newspaper’s format followed closely that of the 

Banner of Liberty, with four pages of five columns each

The only existing issue of the Fulton Reformer, 
Vol. 1, No. 38, is dated March 25, 1841. The approximate 
starting date has been computed by counting backward. 
This method has many obvious limitations and can be used 
only as an approximation. See Fulton Reformer, March 25, 

16 William Bryan and Robert Rose, Pioneer Families 
in Missouri (St. Louis: Bryan, Brand & Company, 1876), 
p. 310.

17 Ovid Bell, Short History of Callaway County 
(Fulton, Mo.: Published by the author, 1913), p. 21.



3 0

and the same size. Its motto was simply, ’’Liberty and 

Law.”1 8

The one big difference between this and the Banner 

was that it was highly partisan toward the Whig party. On 

the first page of the only preserved copy is the inaugural 

address of President William Henry Harrison. Commenting 

on this speech on a later page, the editors said, "We have 

this moment finished reading the Inaugural address of 

President Harrison. We are bound to commend it, because, 

in its principles it accords with our own.”-^

A contemporary newspaper, noting the appearance of 

the new paper said:

“The Banner of Liberty” has resolved itself at 
last into the ”Fulton Reformer” to be conducted by 
our old friend Allen Hammond, the bitterest kind of 
federalist, but at the same time in other respects, 
a very worthy young man.20

The Reformer carried little news as we today know 

it. Instead, the editors chose to print short fillers, 

sometimes in the form of news, sometimes humorous. Many of 

these were no doubt reprinted from exchanges. An illustra

tion of one such news item appears below:

We received a real Mammoth Fsic] sheet by a late 
mail entitled “The New World,” but we think it 
should be the Whole World. It is some 6 x 4  feet 
in size, and looks like it could gulph Fsic] down

Fulton Reformer, March 25, 1841.

Ibid.

20 Jefferson City Jeffersonian Republic, April 18,1840
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a round dozen of our little six by nine’s without 
being filled to overflowing.2!

There was a large amount of advertising on the 

third and fourth pages, and the remainder of the copy was 

concerned with exaltation of the virtues of the Whig party 

in one form or another. The Reformer did not measure up 

to the standards set by its predecessor in content, form 

or style. Yet it should be noted that the Banner of 

Liberty was the exception rather than the rule. Most of 

the contemporary newspapers resembled the highly partisan 

type rather than the literary style.

The Callaway Watchman succeeded the Reformer in *
January of 1842.^2 Curd and Hammond remained as its edi

tors. This paper, like the two before, was also decidedly 

Whig in politics. Research has revealed nothing more on 

the history of this publication, and there appear to be no 

existing issues of the paper on record. It is highly 

probable that the Watchman resembled the Reformer in for

mat, and that many of the Reformer’s patrons were carried 

over to the new sheet.

A contemporary newspaper noted the Watchman1s begin

ning in the following manner:

CALLAWAY WATCHMAN— This is the title of a new 
paper, published at Fulton, by CURD & HAMMOND,

21 Fulton Reformer, March 25, 1841.

22 Jefferson City Inquirer, February 3, 1842.
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formerly the "Fulton Reformer." The "Watchman" is 
All Whig— FULTON ought to support a press— "Free 
trade and Printer's" But Doctor you will have to 
WATCH sharp, or the whigs will be defeated in Calla
way next election. Howbeit, success to the craft, 
and defeat to the whigs.23

The Watchman enjoyed some measure of success since 

it continued publication until 1844. In March of that 

year, William A. Stewart bought the newspaper and changed 

its name again, this time to The Western Star. Again, ex

tensive research failed to reveal anything concerning the 

life of Stewart.

Shoemaker^ erroneously places the starting date of

The Western Star at 1843, and Bell puts it as early as 

1841, as does a later anonymous undated article in the 

Fulton Sun-Gazette.2? These, of course, are all in error 

and can be proved by the photostated copy of the first 

issue which is still in existence.

Stewart, too, was Whig, but he left his newspaper 

open to other political feelings. In his prospectus, he 

said:

In engageing fSiol in this enterprise we wish it 
distinctly understood, that we expect the support 
of the friends of liberal principles of all parties.

23 Ibid.

24 The Western Star, March 16, 1844.

2? Floyd Shoemaker, O P . cit., II, 734.

26 Ovid Bell, O£. cit., p. 21.

27 Article obtained from the Sun-Gazette office.
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The paper will be essentially Whig. We go for 
HARRY of the West [Henry Clay of Kentucky] as our 
next President. But . . . the columns of this pa
per shall be open . . . for publications . . . 
from any other party. . . .  We shall be extremely 
thankful to our friends for appropriate contribu
tions upon all interesting subjects; embracing 
politicks [gicl, morals, religion, minerology, and 
every subject which can interest, and edify our 
patrons.28

The liberal attitude expressed in the prospectus 

was not always carried out, and in some instances The 

Western, Star was even more partisan than some of its pre

decessors.

The first number of the newspaper carried some news, 

but it was mostly concerned with the Whig party. On the 

first page was an address written by Isaac Curd, former 

editor of the Reformer, to the people of the county dis

cussing the merits of the party. The remainder of the is

sue carried short paragraphs, some humorous.

Editor Stewart apologized for the “imperfections 

contained in this, the first number of our paper,” but he 

said that, ”we, in conformity with the custom of editors, 

promise to do better hereafter; and like others, we hon

estly believe we will carry out our promise.”2 9 The issue 

of the newspaper seems to have been published in consider

able hurry and without sufficient copy, for many of the

28 The Western Star, March 16, 1844. See entire 
prospectus in Appendix B.

2 9 Ibid.
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articles are repeated in the third and fourth pages. The 

practice then was to print pages one and four at one time 

and then pages two and three.

With subsequent printings, the newspaper improved, 

not only typographically, but the number of advertisements 

grew to such an extent that the third and fourth pages 
were almost entirely composed of ads.^^ The Western Star, 

by far, was the most successful of the papers in this era.

It was in the later issues of The Western Star that 

crude illustrations first began to be used in these adver

tisements. For example, the large top hats, fashionable 

in the period, were placed in the ads of local haberdash

ers, cuts of saddles were used in advertisements for ”sad- 

delries,” and the pharmacists’ mixing bowl was placed in 

ads for the druggist. It was not very imaginative, but 

still it was the beginning of illustrated ads in the county 

newspapers.

For the most part, advertising in general changed 

little over the six-year period. Toward the end of this 

period, however, various fonts of type, mostly ornamental 

in nature, were used to give the ads greater prominence in 

an otherwise quite gray-looking page.

Physicians and lawyers also used the pages of the 

newspaper to publicize themselves, a practice that has been

30 Ibid., March 26, 184?.
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d iscontinued  in present- d ay ad vertising .  O ne such ad  ap
pears below:

L A W  N O T I CE
P. B .  R E E D  C. H .  H A R D I N

R E E D  A N D  H A R D I N
A ttorneys &  Counsellors at L aw

FU L T O N  MO .
Collections and  al l  professional 

business entruste d  to th e ir  care w ill 
receive the und ivid ed  attention of e ith e r .  
L e tters on business must be post paid . 31

T here were also announcements of runaway slaves and
notices of slave auctions.  Most of these were found  in 
e arlie r  e d itions of the newspapers.  B elow is  a typical 
ex ample of one such ad :

$ 5  0 R E W A R D

R A N A W A Y  from the subscriber,  resi d ing  in Fulton,  
on Mond ay nig h t ,  the 16 th ins t . ,  a neg ro man named

L E W I S
H E  is  about forty  years of ag e— teeth  out— about 

5  fee t 10 inches hig h — q uite d ark — polite  and  pleas
ant when spok en to.  H e had  on when he le ft  a black  
bombaz ine coat,  somewhat worn,  flax  pantaloons,  a 
yellow vest ,  a black  hat and  a pair of boots.

T he above reward  w ill be g iven for said  neg ro if 
tak en out of the S tate ,  or I  s j c ]  $30 if tak en in 
the S tate ,  or $20 if tak en in the county,  e ither 
returned  to me or lod g ed  in any j ai l  so that I  g et

3 1  I bi d . ,  March 16 ,  184 4 .
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him again and all reasonable expenses I will pay.

Any information respecting said negro will be 
thankfully received.

ST. GEORGE TUCKER3 2

The earlier advertisements did not employ headlines, 

but used identifying lines such as, ’’New & Cheap Goods,” 

”Land For Sale,” or "Final Settlement.”^  Later, attention 

getters began to be used, "LOOK! LOOK!!,” or "Saddelry!
34 

Saddelry!!” or "New Goods!/Feb. 8, 1845/Cheap Cash Store."

The cost of placing an advertisement in a local 

paper never varied throughout the period. It was always 

one dollar per square of twelve lines of type for the first 

insertion and fifty cents for each subsequent insertion 

with "liberal” discounts allowed if the merchant advertised 

by the year.

The Western Star remained in the hands of Stewart 

until it was sold to two Fulton lawyers, John B. Duncan 

and James M. Goggin, in March of 1845. Stewart, however, 

remained on as editor until April in order to "close the 

present volumne.”̂ ^

When the two lawyers took over the newspaper, they 

changed the name to Fait on Telegraph, but it remained Whig 

in politics.

32 Banner of Liberty, November 2, 1839.

33 Ibid., January 11, 1840.

34 The Western Star, March 26, 1845.
35 IbU-____________________________________________



CHAPTER IV

THE TELEGRAPH: 1845-1865

The twenty-year period from 1845 to 1865 was marked 

by vast changes —  most of them advancements —  in Calla

way County journalism. The Telegraph, started by John B. 

Duncan and James M. Goggin in 1845, proved to be the first 

newspaper in the county to remain in existence for any 

length of time. This occurred when John B. Williams bought 

the newspaper in 1850 from James Whiteside who had bought 

it from Duncan and Goggin. Williams sold out and later 

went to Mexico, Missouri, where he established another 

newspaper. During this time, the Telegraph went through 

a series of ownerships and partnerships until 1856 when 

Williams again bought into the newspaper and later gained 

full control. The Telegraph remained in the Williams fam

ily for some years as Wallace Williams, John’s son, joined 

the company and took over after his father’s death in 1882. 

Other newspapers started in Fulton and competed 

with the Telegraph. There were four started, all from 

1856 to 1861, but none lasted even a year. The people of 

Callaway County could not adequately support one newspaper, 

and the addition of others made this completely impossible.

Also in this period was the advent of the curious
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Callaway Union, a unique newspaper published for the Union 

troops stationed in Fulton during the Civil War. Although 

there was only one issue of this newspaper, its story is 

pertinent, interesting and well worth repeating. It will 

be discussed in detail in the pages which follow.

Newspaper files for this period are quite incom

plete, probably due to the destruction of the files by the 

occupying Union army during the War. The writer is left 

to find history where he can from neighboring journals, 

from history books which deal with the subject only too 

lightly, and from scattered files of the newspapers under 

study.

As we have seen, in March, 184?, two Fulton lawyers. 

John B. Duncan and James M. Goggin, bought The Western 

Star from James A. Stewart and took over the editorship of 

the paper, changing its name to Fulton Telegraph* The 

newspaper files do not take up again until the autumn of 

1848. By this time the Telegraph was in its fourth year 

and the editor was James A. Whiteside.'*'

Whiteside was a writer of more than average talent. 

His prose was well written, clear and interesting. Yet he 

did little writing for the newspaper himself. The news-

1 The first newspaper on file is dated August 4, 
1848. It is listed as Volume IV, No. 4. Apparently White
side continued its original numbering system through Dun
can and Goggin’s proprietorship who started it in 184?. 
See that issue.
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paper was consistently filled with reprints from other 

newspapers, and editorials written by the editor were in

deed rare. Most editorials were reprints from larger pa

pers, the Louisville Journal in particular.

News, as we today think of it, was not found, and 

local news was almost entirely nonexistent. Instead, the 

newspaper was filled with pseudo-scientific and pseudo

medical articles, such as an item dealing with the pain

lessness of death, the art and uses of hypnotism, and so 

forth. There were various other articles dealing with 

cures for ills, such as the one for the curing of "diar
p 

rhoea.”

Under Whiteside’s editorship, the Telegraph, for 

the first and only time in its long history, took on a 

somewhat “yellow” tinge. The editor reveled in telling 

the gory, sometimes sickening details of stories. This 

practice lasted only as long as Whiteside was editor. The 

following is a typical example of an accident story. It 

is reprinted in full from the pages of the Telegraph:

FATAL CASUALTY— We are pained to learn that Mr. 
James A. Dawson, who lived about five miles from 
this place, met with an accident on the morning of 
Wednesday last, which caused his death in a few 
hours. It appears that in carrying a large stock 
of wood upon his shoulders for the fire, his feet 
slipped upon the ice, and he fell very suddenly, 
his head coming with great violence upon the ground, 
and the heavy stick of wood falling upon his neck

2 Fulton Telegraph, September 8, 1848.
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produced a rupture of blood-vessels. He lay for 
several hours in a state of insensibility, the 
blood flowing from his ears, nose and mouth, until 
death terminated his brief sufferings. Mr. Dawson 
has left a most distressed family. At the moment 
of his receiving the fatal injury, his youngest 
child (about three months old) with whom the family 
with some friends had been sitting up through the 
night, breathed its last. An affectionate wife and 
three children, are left to mourn their sudden and 
painful bereavements.3

Later Whiteside began to give foreign news more 

prominence than had his predecessors, often displaying it 

on the first page. Most of these stories, naturally, were 

taken from exchanges.

Fiction, too, played a large role in this newspaper. 

Often Whiteside would print a serial in several issues, or 

a complete story in one issue. One such was a story bear

ing the intriguing title, "The Lost Glove or, The Lady’s 

Dressing Maid.” It was a complete story in six chapters 

and covered the entire first page.4.

3 Ibid., February 9, 1849.

* Ibid., September 29, 1848.

5 Ibid., August 4, 1848.

In format, the Telegraph resembled its predecessors.

It was a four-page, six-column paper measuring 15 by 22 

inches. Its motto was taken from Washington’s farewell 

address: "Observe good faith and justice of all.”^

The terms of the newspaper were printed in the upper 

lefthand corner of the first page, as was the custom. They
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specified subscription and advertising costs. The terms 

are printed below in their entirety:

The TELEGRAPH will be issued every FRIDAY MORNING, 
during the present arrangement of the mails.
Terms: — $1 50 if paid within three months, other
wise #2 will positively be charged.

ADVERTISEMENTS

Will be inserted at $1 per square for the first 
insertion, and 50 cts. for each additional inser
tion.

A liberal discount made to those who advertise 
by the year.

Letters addressed to the Editor on business 
must be POST PAID to receive attention.$

Editor Whiteside started a practice until then 

unique in Callaway County of mentioning his advertisers 

editorially and calling attention to their ads. These men

tions were usually placed in what would ordinarily have 

been the editorial column in the two lefthand columns of 

the second page. Two examples of this practice follow:

New Advertisements

We call attention to our advertising columns 
this week, several notices are presented in which 
many will be interested.7

NEW GOODS

Several of our merchants are now receiving their 
Fall supplies. Tucker, Harris & Co., and A. George

6 Ibid.

7 Ibid., September 15, 1848.
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& Co. are receiving heavy stocks of well assorted 
goods, purchased at greatly reduced prices, and 
will be able to supply their customers upon terms 
unusually moderate. See advertisement of Tucker, 
Harris & Co. A. George & Co’s., fsic] will appear 
next week.8

8 Ibid., September 8, 1848.

9 Ibid., August 11, 1848.

10 Ibid., September 8, 1848.

The first illustration of any size to be found in 

newspapers in Callaway County was in an advertisement for 

“Rockwell and Co.’s Circus’’ on August 11, 1848. The illus

tration was probably made from a metal etching and dis

played a horse rider roping a large steer, with a circus 

tent in the background. It measured about two by two-and- 

a-half inches. But it was not until a few years later 

that illustrations were freely used in the Fulton newspa

pers, and then they were used exclusively in advertise

ments. 9

Jokes were used as filler and were common in all 

issues of the newspaper. They were nearly always placed 

at the bottom of the page and usually they took the form 

of conversations. The following are some examples: 

"Do you know," said a cunning Yankee to a Jew, 
"that they hang Jews and jackasses together in 
Portland?"

"Indeed, brother, then it’s well you and I are 
not there."10
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“Pa, isn’t that man in what is called the spring
time of life?" 

"Why, my son?"

11
"Coz, he looks so confoundedly green."

Negroes were not excluded from the jibes of these 

jokes. The following takes the form of dialect, a common 

practice during this period. Among other things, it shows 

the low regard in which the Negroes were held in those 

days.

"Sambo, why is a chimley sweep one ob de happiest 
men alibe?" "I ‘spose— kase he knows de joys of a 
fireside!"

"No! dat ain’t. Do you gub it up?" "Well, den, 
kase he’s always suited (sooted)." [S i d 3-2

The presidential election of 1848 found the Whig 

party, which had once enjoyed considerable success in Cen

tral Missouri, now fighting for survival. This, of course, 

meant the Whig Telegraph was also involved. As the elec

tion fever built up, printed battles between the Telegraph 

and the Jefferson Inquirer in Jefferson City took place.

Whiteside, writing before the 1848 election, stated 

his preference, which came as a surprise to no one, in the 

following editorial:

Another week, and then comes the mighty contest, 
which decides the fate of party. The grand tribunal 
of the people will then declare, whether they will

11 Ibid» September 15, 1848.

m i d ., October 20, 1848.
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be ruled by fictitious party constitution, or by the 
plain interpretation of it, as always received, and 
acted upon by them. All the wealth, power and pa
tronage of the present administration are actively 
employed, laboring to prejudice the winds of the 
week against the opposing power. . . .13

On the day following the election Whiteside issued

14 an extra "with all the election news we can obtain." It 

is interesting to note that in the regular edition which 

followed a few days later, the election was not even men

tioned in the first page, with only a fleeting mention of 

it even on a later page.^

As the State Legislature was to meet in January, 

1849, Whiteside offered to forward the Telegraph to sub

scribers during the session for fifty cents. He boasted 

of his daily mail service to Jefferson City and said fur

ther that "our arrangements for promptly obtaining a full 

and correct account of the proceedings for publication will 

not be excepted by any in the State.

The Telegraph attempted to carry through on its 

plans, and did, for the most part, except when the mails 

failed to cooperate. One edition carried the regular let

ter from the correspondent stationed in Jefferson City

13 ibid., October 27, 1848.

14 Ibid., November 10, 1848.

1? Ibid., November 24, 1848.

16 Ibid., January 12, 1849.
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with a note saying, “The following letter should have ap

peared in our last, but on account of some irregularity 

in the mails, it was not received in time.”^  The corre

spondent signed his articles only with the letter ”M.”

The fifth volume of the Telegraph ended on July 6, 

1849, and in an editorial it was stated that “our subscrip

tion list has increased very largely during the last year,” 

but the editor appealed for more readers. Requesting two 

hundred more readers in order to compete with other com

parable newspapers in the state, Whiteside said in parts 

. . .  We have been contented, hitherto, to work 
hard and patiently for no wages whatever— content 
if the press would bear its own expenses, until 
we could establish the character of the paper.

The patronage of a country newspaper is too fre
quently the most pitiful, beggarly thing in the 
world. It has starved out every one who has had 
anything to do with the press in Callaway hitherto, 
and had we been dependent on it alone, it would 
have starved us out long ago, as we did not make 
during the first year as much as would paid a negro 
for sweeping out the office, even the most strin
gent economy on our part.

. . . The people of this region by universal 
acknowledgement owe it to themselves to support a 
paper here, and whilst they encourage with words 
they should also with dollars. As an inducement 
to persons to subscribe, we will make this pledge, 
that should our subscription list amount to 700 
paying subscribers by next July, we will purchase 
a larger press, and increase the size of the

17 Ibid., February 2, 1849.
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"Telegraph" to that of the largest paper in the
State out of St. Louis.18

Apparently, Whiteside did not get his requested ad

ditional readers because within only six months of that 

announcement he had sold the newspaper and was heading to 

the West Coast, which then was claiming many other Mis

sourians in search of gold.

But before disposing of the newspaper, Whiteside 

engaged in a name-calling duel with Hampton L. Boon, a 

combination editor-preacher of The Metropolitan* an anti

Benton paper in Jefferson City.

Boon attacked Whiteside in an editorial because he 

had supported Thomas Hart Benton for re-election as sena

tor. In an editorial entitled, "Benton and the ’White

side* Telegraph," Boon said the following of the Fulton 

editor. "We are fearful he [Whiteside] may go into fits. 

To prevent such a distressing catastrophe, as an act of 

Mercy we will keep the ’Metropolitan* out of his reach if 

he will promise not to borrow it from our subscribers."'*'^

In a long editorial, the usually tranquil Whiteside 

answered Boon:

. . .  We have always been taught to believe that 
the defence of truth, or any thing that we believe 
to be the truth, never demands a resort to ungentle-

18 Ibid., August 3, 1849.

19 Jefferson City Metropolitan, December 25, 1849.
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manly language, or mean epithets and nicknames, 
such as adorn the vocabulary of the vulgar and de
graded in the haunts of vice and crime.

And whenever we see an individual whose talents 
have elevated him to a prominent position in 
society, pouring forth weekly from the press the 
effusions of vitiated mind, calculated to deprave 
public sentiment, and degrade society, we feel 
ourselves fully privelleged f sic] to raise our 
voice, humble though it be, in condemnation of his 
course.20

Later in the same article Whiteside likened his opponent to 

an animal.

A few weeks after this furor, on February 11, 1850, 

Whiteside had sold his newspaper and all its equipment to 

John Brent Williams, ”in consideration of the sum of six 

hundred dollars . . .  in hand.”^

John B. Williams ranks as one of the finest journal

ists in the history of Callaway County. It is his name 

which is remembered far above many of the other editors of 

this period. He was the first editor to retain ownership 

of a newspaper for any appreciable length of time, build

ing up the Telegraph from a small country newspaper com

parable to its contemporaries, to a journal far superior 

to any country newspaper of its time both in readership 

and excellence of its news coverage. Through his fine and

2® Fulton Telegraph, January 11, 1850.

A copy of the bill of sale has been obtained from 
the office of the Fulton Sun-Gazette. It is reproduced in 
full in Appendix D.
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sensible editing and some innovations, Williams brought 

the Telegraph to a point where it was almost equal to the 

metropolitan newspapers then serving St. Louis and other 

cities. And to make his job more difficult, he had to 

contend with the Civil War and occupying troops in Fulton.

John B. Williams was born in neighboring Boone 

22County, Missouri, on September 22, 1822. As a young boy 

he was apprenticed, along with an older brother, Younger 

J. Williams, to the printing offices of the Columbia 

Patriot* It was here while working under Frederick A. 

Hamilton and his successors, T. B. Sanford and Thomas Mil

ler, that young Williams received his first knowledge of 

printing.

Completing his apprenticeship under Sanford and 

Miller, Williams remained on as journeyman printer in Jan

uary, 1843, when his brother, Younger Williams, then 19 

years of age, and William F. Switzler became proprietors 

of the newspaper, changing its name to the Columbia States

man* But in February of the same year, Younger Williams 

died after a short illness and John B. joined Switzler as 

co-partner on March 24, 1843.

Remaining with Switzler until January, 1845,

22 This biographical material of Williams' life is 
taken from the Missouri Telegraph, April 14, 1882. See 
also National Historical Company, Histpry of Audrain 
County, Missouri (St. Louis: National Historical Company, 
1584), pp. 320-321. '
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Williams sold his half-interest in the Statesman to Switz- 

ler and went to Liberty, Missouri, where he and Robert H. 

Miller established the Liberty Tribune, a newspaper pub

lished today under the same name. But he sold his interest 

to Miller just two years later, in January, 1847.^ His 

wanderings for the next four years of his life are unknown, 

but on January 11, 1850, Williams became the full owner of 

the Fulton Telegraph, immediately changing its name to 

Missouri Telegraph, probably to give the impression that 

the newspaper had a wider coverage area.

Williams retained the Telegraph until 1855 when he 

moved to Mexico, Missouri, and established the Weekly Mig- 

spur! Ledger. He stayed with the Ledger only a short 

time, which seemed to be his practice, and then he traveled 

to many areas, finally returning to Fulton two years later 

where he bought a half-interest from John Provines in the 

newspaper he had once owned. Eventually, he took control 

of the whole newspaper and ran it until his death in 1882.

Williams’ early Telegraph resembled Whiteside’s 

newspaper a great deal. In the first issue of the newspa

per available in the files of the State Historical Library 

in Columbia, Williams made a request for local news and

23 Liberty Weekly Tribune, April 25, 1856.

24 Anthony J. Scantlen, “The History of the Mexico, 
Missouri, Ledger” (unpublished Master’s thesis, University 
of Missouri, Columbia, 1952), p. 10. See the entire first 
chapter of this work.
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listed regulations for news articles written by correspon- 

dents.^ williams retained Whiteside’s numbering system 

and that first issue under him is numbered Volume V, Num

ber 37.

He placed a far greater emphasis on national news 

than did his predecessor and put this news on the first 

page. Naturally, all news of a national nature came from 

exchanges.

The cost of subscribing to the newspaper remained 

the same as the past newspapers in the county —  $1.50 per 

year. Williams, however, said the money must be paid in 

advance, but evidently he did not follow this practice un

til some years later. Even at that, he was the first edi

tor in the county to demand prepayment.

This later article that announced the change said, 
pZ 

”We are compelled to adopt this rule in self defense.” 

It also stated that from that date no free copies of the 

paper would be given out at the office. The cost per copy 

was five cents.

By 1849 the California Gold Rush had created a furoi 

in the East and people from all over the country were head

ing westward. Fulton and Callaway County residents, too, 

left their homes in search for a new and richer life.

25 Missouri Telegraph, March 15, 1850.

2 6 Ibid., May 23, 1862.
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Among these was James A. Whiteside, former editor 

of the Telegraph. When Whiteside left for the West he made 

a deal with Williams whereby he would send letters back to 

Williams describing news of his journey and of former Cal

laway County residents who were also going west. Williams 

made the announcement in the following manner:

Stranger! when you get upon the plains you see in 
that immense caravan advancing upon California, a 
light wagon, drawn by four mules, whose every side, 
is inscribed, "Fulton Telegraph." — The most noted 
one of the mess is General Whiteside, our predeces
sor. If you have news worthy the columns of a paper, 
communicate it to him, and we shall be under the 
greatest obligations to you. Soon thereafter our 
subscribers will know what matters of interest you 
gave to the General.27

These dispatches sent back by Whiteside were called 

"Pencilings by the Way" and were signed by the pseudonym, 

"Fulton." These letters, printed almost every week, gave 

an interesting and detailed account of his trip to Cali

fornia. 28

When President Zachary Taylor died of cholera in

18?0, the Telegraph informed its readers of this tragic

29 event with black borders around every column. The ini

tial announcement was placed on the first page with only a 

bulletin under the head, "By Magnetic Telegraph" and a

27 Ibid., March 29, 1850.

28 ibid., April 19, 1850, and for succeeding weeks.

29 Ibid., July 19, 1850.
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short paragraph. But even until August the newspaper was 

carrying accounts of the Taylor funeral and stories con

cerning the new President, Millard Fillmore.

Through Williams’ expert handling of the newspaper 

he was able to boast that if subscribers would increase he 

would purchase ”a new press and a more extensive assort

ment of type . . . and issue a larger p a p e r . H e  said 

this period could only be hastened by the addition of more 

subscribers, not only from Callaway County, but from neigh- 

bering counties as well. Time and time again Williams 

would print editorials requesting subscribers from sur

rounding areas, especially Audrain County to the north. 

It seems Ironical that it was to Mexico in Audrain County 

that he went to establish another newspaper.

In 1854 Williams added the word "Weekly” to the 

title and used the following line under the title: ”A 

Weekly Chronicle of the Times: Devoted to Politics, News, 

Science, Literature, Agriculture, Education, Amusements, 
qi the Markets, &c."J One can only wonder what was left to 

put under the etcetera sign.

Wanderlust apparently again took hold of Williams 

and in 1855 he sold his interest in the Telegraph to John 

Provines and J. A. Pledge.Williams went to Mexico

30 Ibid., December 20, 1850.

31 Ibid., September 8, 1854.

32 Other sources have inaccurately set this date at 
1857* Scantlen, op. cjt., has cleared up this error.______
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where he established the Weekly Mexico Ledger on July 14, 

1855^3 He remained with the Ledger only three months and 

by October had sold out to L. N. Hunter.3^

Soon after, he became one of three editors of the 

Keokuk (Iowa) Post, along with D. Remington and W. F. B. 

Lunch. It was ”a daily family and literary newspaper,” 

but Williams left that position because matters were not 

as they were represented to him.^

In May, 1856, Williams was in St. Joseph, Missouri, 

and in September he was back in Fulton, having purchased a 

half-interest in the Telegraph for $825 from Provines who 

was now running the paper by himself, and was looking for 

a partner. The newspaper had increased in value from $600, 

which Williams paid to buy the entire paper from Whiteside 

in 1850, to $825 for a half-interest which Williams paid 

to Provines six years later.

No one knows why Williams traveled so much, estab

lishing and then selling his newspapers. At least one 

theory, that of L. Mitchell White, present co-publisher of 

the Mexico Ledger, is that he was an entrepreneur, seeking 

to establish as many newspapers as possible in order to

33 Scantlen, op. cit., p. 1.

3 4  Ibi4., p. 17.

35 Ibid., p. 18.
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sell them at a large profit. This may or may not be 

true, as there is no evidence either to support or refute 

this argument.

During the interim when Williams was not associated 

with the Fulton newspaper, it had various owners and co

owners. Records in this area are not complete and there 

is much contradiction. Consequently it is not certain 

that all owners have been recorded.

A newspaper article in 1853 published in the Jeffer

son City Inquirer said a W. L. Connevey, formerly of Lib

erty, Missouri, had bought into the Telegraph in April of 

that year and the company had named itself Williams & 

Connevey.37 This occurred before Williams had gone to 

Mexico and there is no other record of this partnership. 

Other accounts say that between 1850 and i860 two men 

named Turner and McPheeters held partnerships with Williams 

at various times, but there is no other record of this.

In April, 1854, the Liberty Weekly Tribune notes 

that an S. R. Raymond had abandoned a project to start an

other Whig newspaper in Fulton and purchased a half-inter

est in the Telegraph.33 it is presumed that by this time 

Connevey had sold his interest. The article added that

36 Opinion of L. Mitchell White, personal interview, 
Mexico, Missouri, April 24, i960.

37 Jefferson City Inquirer, April 14, 1853*

3$ Liberty Weekly Tribune, April 14, 1854.
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"Raymond is a spirited writer and will do good service in 

the Whig cause." This announcement came almost a year to 

the day after the announcement regarding Connevey.

When Williams finally did sell his newspaper in 

1855, the buyers were John Provines and J. A. Pledge.$$ 

For the first time in the history of Callaway County jour

nalism, the two printed their circulation, claiming it to 

be 1,400. By late August, 1856, Provines was editing the 

newspaper by himself, and claimed to have a readership of 

1,500.

John Provines, who bought the Telegraph from Will

iams, is described by Ovid Bell as a man "of special 

brilliance" in Fulton newspaper work.41®

39 Missouri Telegraph, December 15, 1855*

40 Ovid Bell, Short History of Callaway County 
(Fulton, Missouri: Published by the author, 1913), p. 21. 
All biographical material concerning Provines is from this 
source unless otherwise noted.

Liberty Weekly Tribune, March 20, 1863.

Provines, like Williams, was a native of Boone 

County. He was graduated from the University of Missouri 

and became a lawyer in Fulton and did some writing. After 

a term with the Telegraph he became an editor for the 

Jackson (Mississippi) Crisis in 1863, but later returned 

to Fulton where he again became associated with the Tele

graph, later publishing the Fulton Press in 1 8 6 8 . Pro

vines was prosecuting attorney of Callaway County from
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1873 to 1875 and later editor of the Moberly (Missouri) 

Monitor for many years.42

Bell, a local historian, believed that Provines 

knew more about English composition than anyone in the 

world. He described Provines as “tall, erect and knightly, 

and even in his old age, his long hair and beard were very 

black.

“Mr. Provines," Bell said, "wrote a small hand, but 

formed every letter perfectly, and spelled and punctuated 

correctly, and printers were always eager to get his copy. 

Though his style would be called florid now [1913]? for 

his day it could not be excelled."4 4

4-2 Bell, loc. cit.

*3 Ibid.

4 4  Ibid.

4-5 The bill of sale was obtained by this writer 
from the office of the Fulton Sun-Gazette. It appears in 
full in Appendix E. '

As editor of the Telegraph, Provines no doubt cap

ably handled the newspaper. However, there are no records 

of the Telegraph for this period. Provines will appear 

again in the next chapter as editor of the Press.

On September 16, 1856, Williams paid $825 to Pro

vines for his one-half interest which included, "the print

ing office of the Missouri Telegraph . . . together with 

all the type, cases, stands, galleys and matters and things 
Al? 

belonging and appertaining rightfully to the same. .
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This partnership did not last for long for soon Williams’ 

name starts appearing as the only editor.

As was the custom, the editor would publish a long

editorial in the last issue of a volume. In closing the 

twelfth volume of the Telegraph in 1857, Williams said:

. . . We have had much to be thankful to our patrons, 
much to regret for want of ability on our part. We 
have, however, endeavored, to be fearless and honest 
in the presentation of the principles we hold, and 
to furnish a paper characterized by a high toned 
morality, and due respect for the principles of 
others. . . .

The Telegraph has now a circulation second to no pa
per out of St. Louis, in the State and is continually 
increasing. . .

On Monday, November 29, i860, the Telegraph pub

lished an extra telling about a murder that occurred in 

Fulton the preceding weekend, repeating the story in the 

regular edition of December 2. It concerned a white woman, 

Mrs. Barnes, who was attacked and killed by her female 

slave, Teney, when no one else was at home. The slave was 

subsequently detected and lynched by a mob after a kangaroo 

court trial. The headline of the article read, "ATROCIOUS 

MURDER 11" The second line said, "The Murderess Hung by a 

Mob.”4 7

*6 Missouri Telegraph, June 19, 1857.

4 7  Ibid., December 2, i860.

The next few months were also exciting ones for the
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citizens of Callaway County. The questions of slavery and 

secession were on the lips of everyone. The Civil War was 

approaching.

While the Telegraph supported the Constitution, it 

nevertheless had little use for newly elected President 

Abraham Lincoln. The Telegraph went to great pains to pub

lish Lincoln’s inaugural address, but felt this trouble 

was not repaid. In order to get the speech, a carrier was 

dispatched to nearby St. Aubert, where it was telegraphed 

from St. Louis and published in an extra on March 5? 1861. 

It was repeated in the regular edition of March 8 and in 

an editorial, Williams said the following:

Lincoln’s address has greatly disappointed us in 
its tone, character, and clearness.

In order to supply our readers with the Message at 
the earliest possible moment, we were enabled, by 
means of a special dispatch to our paper, to lay 
it before the public sooner than any other country 
journal. But . . . the address did not repay the 
labor. 4-8

He went on to condemn it for its ’’evidently hidden policy, 

its weak, wishy-washy- namby-pamby, nonunderstandable 

batch of stuff,” finally saying it was unworthy of the in

telligence of a fifteen-year-old school boy.4$

On April 12, the Telegraph printed news that the

4-8 ibid., March 8, 1861. 
4

49 Ibid.
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Union was planning to reinforce Fort Sumter and a week 

later an extra was published telling of the southern bom

bardment of the Union Fort. For the first time in its his

tory, the Telegraph used multiple decks in the recounting 

of this story. The headlines are reproduced below: 

BOMBARDMENT OF SUMTER

The Fort on Fire!

The Stars and Stripes Lowered!

Unconditional Surrender!

ANDERSON THE GUEST OF BEAURE
GARD AT CHARLESTON!

THE SOLDIERS SENT TO MORRIS 
ISLAND!

FIRE NEAR THE MAGAZINE!

Fire Engines Sent to Fort Sumter!

The Charlestonian Sympathy for An
derson and Contempt for that Fed
eral Fleet that Didn’t Come in.

THE CHARLESTON ACCOUNT CON
TINUED!

Extras were published April 14 telling of the at

tack, and on the following day of Sumter’s subsequent sur-
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render. As the war developed, Williams kept his readers 

well supplied with news concerning the battles. Most of 

the news came from exchanges from larger newspapers which 

had correspondents or '’specials,” as they called them, in 

the field reporting the conflict. Stories that concerned 

the battles were often written in long, drawn out accounts. 

Others told of the effects of war in various locales and 

still others gave biographical sketches of army officers.

If one were to look at the Telegraph during this 

period, he would no doubt consider it to be a rather pleas

ant country weekly which was taking the war in stride 

while slightly favoring the Union. But such was not the 

truth! Williams, in an article published some years later 

in the Telegraph, tells of the misfortunes he had to suffer 

at the hands of the Federals who were occupying Fulton.^

Early in 1862, Williams relates, the office of the 

newspaper was captured and taken possession of by Federal 

authorities. For a period of two months the doors of the 

Telegraph were locked and the newspaper was forced to cease 

publication. It was only through the influence of Captain 

I. D. Snedecor, the acting provost-marshal, that the news

paper was permitted to resume publication.^

50 News article published in the Callaway Gazette, 
September 20, 1878, as reprinted from the Fulton Telegraph, 
no date. Most probably this article was published a week 
or two earlier than its appearance in the Gazette.

51 The Callaway Gagette charged that bribery was 
used in order to reinstate the Telegraph__________________
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The control of the newspaper, however, was in the 

hands of the military. Williams was not even able to pur

chase paper or ink in his own name, due to a charge of 

disloyalty lodged against him by the Government. All such 

articles had to be bought in the name of Captain Snedecor.

Williams added that the first Federal troops in 

Fulton “tore up our office by scattering the types all over 

the room and in the streets. This was done by Col. 

Hommer's men, who, no doubt, are well remembered by many 

of our citizens as they broke open and robbed many of our 

business houses during their sojurn here.”^  This occurrec 

on Sunday, July 21, 1861, with the skirmish at Overton's 

Run taking place just four days earlier.

Censorship was imposed on the newspaper during the 

war and no stories which might be offensive to the northern 

cause were permitted to be printed. "The cold-blooded mur

der of W. R. Givens and his son, Charles Hill and young 

Renoe, a beloved son of Mr. H. F. Renoe of this vicinity, 

are all fresh in the memory of our citizens," Williams 

wrote. "Not one of these murders was ever published, and 

if we had made any mention of the same, our office would 

have been torn to pieces, and ourselves thrown into pris

on."^

52 Ibid.

53 Ibid.
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Bond for disloyalty was required to be given to the 

Federal troops no less than three times during the war, 

and finally, in December, 1864, Williams was arrested by 

order of General Clonton B. Fisk and taken to Macon, Mis

souri, and incarcerated. Files of the Telegraph for that 

year were destroyed. It is not known how long Williams 

remained in prison.

There was another newspaper published in Fulton for 

a time, the first such competitive newspaper in the county. 

This paper was the Vox Populi, or "Voice of the People," 

and was published by John C. Fox, a little lame man with a 

firey, vitriolic pen. Vox Populi, although published for 

just a short time from September, i860 to 1861, lived long 

enough to make its presence felt, but died before the town 

was occupied by Union troops.54

There are no existing copies of the newspaper, so 

the only information regarding its history must be gleaned 

from other sources, and these are very few and scattered. 

The Vox Populi was established as a political sheet for the 

campaign year of i860. It boldly stood out for the South

ern cause and ripped into the emancipationists with fervor.

The Columbia Statesman* in noting its appearance, 

made the following cutting statement:

"Vox Populi" is the name of a Weekly Douglas paper 
just started by Mr. J. C. Fox in Fulton at $1 per

54 Columbia Statesman* September 28, i860
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annum. It is well printed and pitches into the 
Breckenridge wing of the party with a will, but 
its editorials are of the spread eagle order. 
This is to be expected however in a political pa
per with a [L]atin name.55

The newspaper did not last out the year. Soon after 

the election, the paper failed and Fox attempted other 

fields of endeavor, first as an educator when he opened a 

female Seminary school in California, Missouri.^ Later 

he went West to speculate for gold.57

Bell writes of the spectacular congressional elec

tion of i860 of which Fox and his newspaper were a part. 

The two candidates were John B. Henderson, of Pike County, 

supported by the Vox Populi, and James S. Rollins, of 

Boone County, supported by the Telegraph. The issue, of 

course, was slavery and since Callaway County was a hotbed 

of Southern thought, each candidate promised to be a bet

ter friend of slavery than his opponent. The political 

battle was torrid and hard-fought and Rollins won the elec

tion by only 254 votes.

”The Voice of the People” was a radical newspaper 

and fought hard against the “Black Republicans," of which

55 ibid.

56 Missouri Telegraph, May 31, 1861.

57 Ovid Bell, Political Conditions ia Callaway 
County Befpre the Civil War Began (Fulton, Missouri: Pub
lished by the author, 19>2), p. 11.

58 ibid., p . 9.
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Lincoln was leader. It had supported Douglas for Presi

dent in i860 and was embittered by his defeat, even though 

Lincoln received practically no votes in that election 

from this area.^ The loss of these elections were bitter 

pills for Fox and soon the "Voice of the People" was heard 

no more.

But before its demise, VQX Populi still had enough 

fire to spurt out seething editorials aimed at the Union

ists and their cause. The following is an inspired and 

empassioned editorial written by editor Fox sometime prior 

to the war. One can almost picture a little, broken-bodiec 

man bending over a cluttered desk and writing the follow

ing words:

The Black Republican North has arisen in arms, 
thirsting for the blood of our friends and crying 
aloud for vengence. Lincoln has heard the cry and, 
assuming the prerrogative of a dictator, has re
sponded by a proclamation calling for 75,000 armed 
men to flock to the standard in order to subjugate 
the Rebel South.

Now, men of Missouri, the time has arrived for you 
to act. Will you, as the actions of our late State 
Convention indicate, join the Black Republican 
Standard in making common war upon your friends and 
brothers of the South? Or will you rather (for 
there is no neutral ground now) rise in the might 
and majesty of your power and proclaim to the North: 
Nay, nay— thus far shalt thou go and no farther. 
You have trampled upon us and we have smiled; you

59 Ibid., p. 1. Bell states that Lincoln received 
only 13 votes in the entire county in the i860 election. 
Neighboring counties showed similar results.
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have insulted us and we have murmured not; you have 
injured us and we have borne it all. But now we 
have reached that point beyond which forbearance 
ceases to be a virtue, and we say to you in the 
language of a distinguished senator, ”Y Q U can never 
subjugate us. You can never convert the free sons 
of the soil into vassals, paying tribute to your 
power; and you never can degrade us to the level of 
an inferior and servile race. Never I Never!”$0

Thus Fox blasted out to the North his feelings on 

the burning questions of the day.

The Telegraph fought back. The following is a poem 

contributed by a reader and published in the Telegraph. 

The reader signed it only ”A.” and gave it the title, ’’The 

Douglas Organ.” It satirized the Vox Populi in the follow 

ing manner:

THE DOUGLAS ORGAN

The Vox Populi<, a Douglasite sheet, 
Is published in Fulton close to the street, 
And non-intervention, it does advocate, 
With squatter Sovereignty, none must debate.

With a jaw-bone of an ass, it has slain Jim Green, 
And too, to the party that raises its spleen, 
Death, and destruction it deals to its foes, 
And all who dare its will to oppose.

Then Breckenridge men you had better repent, 
Before its too late you never descent, 
Its authority and diction you dare not dispute, 
Or its thunder will come with an awful rebuke.

A. 6 1

61 Missouri Telegraph, November 2, i860.

There is no way of knowing the extent of the Vox 

Populi's popularity and patronage, but since the newspaper

60 Ibid., p. 23, as quoted in the Missouri Republi
can * no date. — - - - ■
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remained in existence for less than a year, one might sup

pose it was negligible. Before long it passed into obliv

ion as had most of its predecessors and was soon forgotten 

along with these.

In a news story written in September, 1861, the 

Telegraph tells of the capture of Fox by Union troops. He 

was arrested by about 600 troops who had come down the 

Missouri River from Jefferson City to Portland. In the 

article, Williams said, “We have not learned what the 

charge was against Mr. Fox. He is a man of little physical 

vigor, at best, and besides is too lame to enter a cam

paign, if he desired to. It cannot be for taking up 

arms."62

There were two other newspapers said to have been 

published in Fulton during this period, but little is known 

of either of them since the references to these appear only 

once.

For example, The Newspaper Record, a listing of all 

newspapers published in the United States in the middle 

Nineteenth Century, mentions a paper called the Fulton 

Monitor as a weekly.$$ There is no other record of this 

journal. However, at about the same time it is known that 

S. R. Raymond was attempting to start a weekly Whig news-

6 2  Ibid., September 13, 1861.

63 William T. Coggeshall, The Newspaper Record 
(Philadelphia: Lay and Brother, lop6).



67

paper in Fulton. Unable to launch his enterprise, he fin- 

64ally joined Williams on the Telegraph* This is pure con

jecture on the part of the writer, but perhaps the Monitor 

was Raymond’s ill-fated newspaper.

Another newspaper mentioned as published in this 

period was the Fulton Courier, listed as a weekly by the 

American Directory and Record of the Press in 1861.65 

There is no further evidence to support the existence of 

this newspaper.

A unique newspaper published in Fulton during the 

Civil War was the Callaway Union, a camp paper published 

by Federal troops stationed in Fulton on July 24, 1861. 

The Callaway Union was a single sheet of bedspread size, 

edited and published by the members of the Third Regiment, 

United States Reserve Corps. While camp newspapers were 

not uncommon, the unique feature of this journal was that 

one side was printed in English for the American troops 

and the other side in German for the benefit of the large 

number of German troops. This bilingual feature may be 

without parallel among camp newspapers in this country.

64 See reference to Raymond on page 54-.

65 Daniel J. Kenny, The American Directory and Rec
ord of the Press (New York: Watson & Company, 18ol).

66 ’’Missouri History Not Found in Textbooks,” Mis
souri Historical Review.. XXXIX (October, 1944), 127-128, 
as reprinted from the Social Justice Review, May, 1944.
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In this issue of July 24, the Union carried two an

nouncements, one in each language, explaining the new ven

ture to its readers. The English announcement stated, 

”We deem it proper to say that the paper is printed and 

published exclusively by members of the 3d Regt. U.S.R.C. 

We shall aim to make it a journal, useful and interesting 

to its readers.“67

There was a separate editor and staff for each side. 

The editor of the English-language part was George E. 

Leighton, the Regiment’s Quartermaster. Theodore Pfau, 

Company E, was the editor on the German side. Heinrich 

Lischer, captain of Company H, acted as foreman of the 

chapel and was described as the ’’moving spirit” of the un

dertaking. His assistants were Conrad Leonhard, Company 

G; Wilhelm Petri, Company G; and Heinrich Klaus, Company E.

A number of columns, chiefly the ones printed in 

German, describe a minor skirmish at Fulton and list names 

of the wounded. The only German soldier killed during 

this battle was Christian Polhman, 21 years old, whose 

last words are said to have been, in German, of course, ”1 

die for liberty of my own free will.’’

It is Interesting to note that the German side de

votes a considerable amount of space to describing points 

of interest in this new place. There were stories concern-

67 Ibid., p. 127.



69

ing the institute for deafmutes, the insane asylum and 

Westminster College, all located in Fulton. The Germans 

were as anxious to learn about their location as were the 

Americans, and perhaps even more so.

None of the other newspapers in the area took any 

notice of the Callaway Union* It is felt the paper did not 

exist beyond this first issue.

Meanwhile, the later years of the Civil War had lit

tle effect on Williams’ Missouri Telegraph. The newspaper 

went on week after week reporting the latest possible news 

of the war and hoping for a quick end to the hostilities.

In August, 1864, Williams announced in his newspa

per a Democratic caucus to select delegates for the State 

Convention to be held that year. This is interesting in 

view of his former strong leanings to the old Whig party. 

He even attended the Democratic State Convention. In the 

next month, following the Convention, he announced the Dem

ocratic candidates for office on the national ticket: 

George P. McClellan of New Jersey, for President, and 

George H. Pendleton, of Ohio, for Vice President.^ A  few 

weeks later, and up until the election, the Telegraph car

ried a photograph of McClellan, the first known personal 

photograph in the county newspaper. It also carried weekly

6 8  Ibid., p. 128.

$9 Missouri Telegraph. September 2, 1864.
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the names of all major candidates for office on the Demo

cratic ticket, both state and national. Also published 

was the Democratic platform for the 1864 National Election 

as decided upon at the National Convention held in Chi- 

70 cago.'

During the Civil War, times were bad for everyone, 

especially so for the publisher of a newspaper who seemed 

to be waging a private war of his own in an attempt to 

collect his subscription price from his readers. Starting 

in 1862, and published periodically thereafter, Williams 

printed ’’The Law of Newspapers,” a short review of laws 

concerning subscriptions and payments to newspapers, as 

decided by the courts. These laws were designed to pro

tect the newspapers and are printed below:

The Law of Newspapers

1. Subscribers who do not give express notice 
to the contrary, are considered as wishing to con
tinue their subscriptions.

2. If any subscribers order the discontinuance 
of their newspapers, the publisher may continue to 
send them until all arrearages are paid.

3. If subscribers neglect or refuse to take 
their newspapers from the offices to which they 
are directed, they are held responsible until they 
have settled their bills, and order them to be dis
continued.

4. If subscribers move to other places, with
out informing the publisher, and the newspapers are 
sent to the former direction, they are held respon
sible.

70 ibid., September 23, 1864.
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5. The Courts have decided that refusing to 
take newspapers from the office, or moving or leav
ing them uncalled for, is PR IMA FACIE evidence of 
intention of fraud.

6. The Postmaster who neglects to give legal 
notice of the neglect of a person to take from the 
office the newspapers addressed to him is liable 
to the publisher for the subscription price.

This practice of printing newspaper laws became a 

common practice in county newspapers. It is not known, 

however, where it began.

In this chapter we have described John B. Williams, 

the editor. But what of John B. Williams, the man?

Williams' grandson, John Brent Williams II, later a 

newspaperman in his own right, described his grandfather 

in a special edition of the Mexico Evening Ledger. It is 

interesting for the light it may shed on his newspaper.

The description, in part, is as follows:

He was a man of striking personality —  tall, slen
der and erect. In harmony with the style of dress 
as accepted in his time, he wore the conventional 
Prince Albert coat of black broadcloth, black string 
tie and broadbrimmed black Stetson hat.

There was something in his appearance that immedi
ately identified him as a man of intelligence and 
culture, with a bearing that was dignified without 
austerity. His friendly smile and cordial greetings 
accumulated sincere friends among the rich and the 
poor, youth and aged.

It pleases me to recall his rigid advocacy of right 
and his strong opposition to wrong. It is inspiring 
to remember his stalwart determination that the 
freedom of the press was one of the infallible guar
antees of an enduring democracy.
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This tribute to an admired forebear was published on Nov

ember 22, 1940.

In the twenty-year period covered in this chapter 

there was passage from peace to war and back again to 

peace —  from a strong, thriving Whig party to its com

plete disintegration, and support for the Democratic party.

Journalistically, many advances were made. The 

newspaper made a huge jump in circulation. Newsgetting 

techniques, too, improved, as did machinery. The editors 

became more alert as to what was news. And in the follow

ing years, the improvements became even more noticeable.

The next period of journalism in Callaway County 

shows the appearance of more newspapers in the county, the 

passing of the Telegraph from father to son, and the read

justment of the people after the Civil War.



CHAPTER V

READJUSTMENT: 186? TO 1883

In the eighteen-year period from 1865 to 1883 a 

total of nine newspapers made their appearance in Fulton. 

Only two of these, however, the Telegraph and the Gazette, 

lived to 1883.

This is an important period of study in Callaway 

County journalism for three reasons. First, in this per

iod the first Republican newspaper, Fair Play, was estab

lished in the county. Second, the first newspaper to 

challenge the hitherto unquestioned authority of the Tele

graph * the Weekly Gazette, was established. And finally, 

in this period a series of small and for the most part 

insignificant newspapers were started and died.

Of the nine journals considered in this chapter, 

five listed themselves as Democratic in politics, three as 

Republican, and one as independent. This is not to be 

taken seriously as many of these papers were organized by 

supporters of certain party factions or splinter groups 

and were entirely out of line with the established party 

policy.

The newspapers of this era are to be studied separ

ately. In some cases, especially with the short-lived 

journals, source material is almost entirely nonexistent.
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Research in the files of the established Fulton papers, in 

neighboring contemporary files, and Interviews with indi

viduals who might have some recollection of these papers, 

have proved futile. The writer has had to take his mater

ial where he could find it.

Three years after the end of the Civil War, by 

1868, the Telegraph was being published by ”J. B. Williams 

& Son,” the latter being Wallace Williams, his nineteen- 

year-old only son. The two published the newspaper to

gether until the death of the elder Williams in 1882. "*■ 

His son took over editorship on April 24, 1882, and re

tained possession until 1885 when he sold it to John P. 

Bell, of Fulton.2 •

1 National Historical Company, History of Callaway 
County, p. 401.

2 Ibid., 402.

3 Ibid>, pp. 735-736.

On May 13, 1849, Wallace Williams was borne in Boone 

County.3 At the age of 16 he began to help his father set 

type and later assisted him in general editorial work and 

management of the paper. Mentioning Wallace Williams as 

one of the outstanding men of the county, a contemporary 

biography said of him, “He is quite popular among the cit

izens of Fulton and indeed wherever known. All appreciate 

the many sterling qualities of his character, no less than
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his agreeable, gentlemanly bearing.”4

4  Ibid.

5 Obituary of Wallace Williams, Missouri Telegraph, 
January 19, 1922.

6 Ibid.

Williams edited the Telegraph until 1885, when he 

sold it to John P. Bell.^ In 1895 he again became editor 

and publisher and remained in that capacity for twelve 

years until the Johnston family purchased the Telegraph in 

1909.

In the later years of his life, Wallace Williams 

operated a small job print office on the second floor of a 

bank, ’’not pushing hard for business but running it prin

cipally to keep his hand at the printers case and near the 

smell of the printer’s ink."^ Although his job did not 

call for the collecting of news, he always carried a pad 

and noted items of interest which he periodically contribu

ted to the editors of the Telegraph. Active in public af

fairs, he was a member of the school board, and served as 

city councilman and city clerk. He died in his home in 

January, 1922.

Although it was a popular newspaper, the Telegraph 

never reached its stature of old. Wallace Williams did 

not appear to have the motivation that his father pos

sessed. One must remember that Wallace Williams was made 

a gift of the paper on his father's death, whereas John



made journalism his life’s work from choice. Circulation 

dropped somewhat under Williams’ editorship to approxi

mately one thousand subscribers.

In 1871 the first Republican newspaper in Fulton, 

Fair Play, was established. Its editor, Nathan C. Kouns, 

however, deserves much more attention than the newspaper 

he published. Republican in politics, the newspaper found 

little support among residents of Callaway County in the 

few months it lived from 1871 to 1872.

Its circulation was just under a thousand, listed 

in the Rowell directory for 1872 as 960. The paper claimed 

it was the first newspaper in the United States ”to advo

cate liberal republicanism and the withdrawal of democracy 

from the presidential contest of 1872.”7

Nathan Kouns was a lawyer, professor and author, and 

was called by some ’’the smartest man who ever lived in 
o 

Fulton.”0 He was the son of Dr. Nathan Kouns, a pioneer 

physician in Callaway County and was born in 1831 in Ful

ton. $

7 George P. Rowell, American Newspaper Directory 
(New Yorks Published by the author, 1872).

8 Related by Mrs. Maggie Lamar, telephone interview, 
Fulton, Missouri, July 26, i960.

Ovid Bell, Short History of Callaway County (Ful
ton, Missouri: Published by the author, 19>2), p. 21. A 
biography of Kouns in the Missouri Historical Review, XV 
(October, 1920), 112-113, says the date of birth was 1833, 
one year later than Bell states.
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At the age of 19 he was professor of Greek and 

Latin in a school in Palmyra, Missouri. Later he studied 

law and practiced in Fulton until the Civil War when he 

enlisted in the Confederate Army.1^

After the war, he resumed his law practice and edi

ted the Fair Play in 1871. In 1886 he became librarian of 

the Missouri State Library in Jefferson City and died sud

denly in the latter eighties, the newspapers stating at 

the time that he had committed suicide.^

But Kouns is best remembered as a prolific writer 

of fiction. He wrote numerous magazine stories and three 

books, two of which gained much notoriety —  Aurius, the 

Lybian, published in 1883, and Dorcus , the Daughter of 

Faustina, the following year.1 2  Both books dealt with 

classic themes. The first was a story of the time of Con

stantine and was praised by critics for its knowledge of 

the religious factions of the time.1  ̂ A third book, 

Repudiation: A Rhyme for the Times, was described as an 

inferior production and unworthy of Kouns’ genius.1^

1 0 Ibid.

1 1 Missouri Historical Review, loc. cit.

1 2  Bell, loc. cit.

13 Ibid.

1 4" Missouri Historical Review, loc. cit.

Three newspapers were started in Fulton in 1873,
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but none of these lived long nor did they apparently be

come popular.1 5

The Fulton Enterprise was edited and published by 

Frank B. Bysfield. It was an eight-page paper, the largest 

in the county at the time, and was published on Saturday, 

the day after most competing newspapers came out.1^ It 

remained in existence until 1882 "with varying fortune” 

and was independent in politics.1? Its circulation was 

listed as an estimated 700 for 1874 through 1876 and 

jumped to 900 in 1878, but no further information is avail- 

able.^8

The second of these newspapers published in Fulton 

in 1873 was the Fulton Mail, also a weekly, and the second 

Republican sheet to be founded in the county. It was edi

ted and published by ”R. E. Bailey and Company,” the lat

ter being a brother.1 ^ Its circulation was an estimated

Thorough research has not revealed much informa
tion in this regard. The writer has used all available 
means of obtaining the necessary information, but without 
success.

1 6 Rowell, cit., 1874.

17 National Historical Company, History of Callaway 
County, p. 402. Bysfield had earlier published a paper in 
Rocheport, also called Enterprise.

1® Rowell, O P . cit., 1874-6, 1878. These circula
tion figures are not to be considered seriously as many of 
the editors were wont to lie about them.

19 National Historical Company, History of Callaway 
County, loc. cit.
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650, according to Rowell, and it sold for $1.50 a year, a 

little lower than the average subscription price.

The third paper was the Fulton Press, published by

John G. Provines, a former editor for John B. Williams’ 

newspaper, who tried without much success to edit the 

Press before he went to Moberly, Missouri, where he took 

over the Monitor.

Provines’ sheet lived for two years, 1873 and 1874, 

and was Democratic in politics. In the first year, Rowell 

listed the Press' circulation at an estimated 1,200, and 

the following year it dropped nearly one-half to 640. v 

This rapid decrease was fatal and in 1874 the paper stopped 

publication.

But the failure of the Press did not overshadow the 

fact that Provines was a talented writer and had a good 

reputation with a large personal following. The following 

is a quote from the Jefferson City People'$ Tribune in 

early April, 1873s

We have received the first number of the Fulton 
Weekly Press, edited and published by John G. Pro
vines. It is a beautiful specimen of typography, 
and Democratic in politics. Mr. Provines is not 
only a graceful writer, but a man of knowledge and 
experience, a natural logician and a deep thinker. 
The Press will at once take the front rank among 
the journals of the State.21

Unfortunately for Provines, it did not.

20 Rowell, o£. cit., 1874.

21 Jefferson City People’s Tribune, April 9, 1873*



80

On June 8, 1877, the Fulton Gazette made its first 

22 appearance in Fulton. Its editors were N. D. Thurmond, 

James I. Nichols and John J. Rice, the latter being the 

motivating force behind the newspaper. All were prominent 

men at the time in Fulton; Thurmond was a lawyer, Rice a 

professor at Westminster College, and Nichols the county 

superintendent of schools.

There is an interesting story behind the founding 

of the Gazette. Rice, who was active in public affairs, 

saw that the county was deep in debt and he realized this 

debt would soon have to be paid. Knowing that money was 

greatly depreciated, he was in favor of a plan by which 

the county would compromise the debt in the best terms pos

sible at eighty cents on the dollar.

Among those who spoke out against him was John B. 

Williams of the Telegraph. Realizing that he needed an or

gan to present his side of the case, he convinced Nichols 

and Thurmond, both of whom were sympathizers to his plan, 

to establish the Gazette. This newspaper was immediately 

successful and through the efforts of these men the county 

was able to save many thousands of dollars.2^

Rice was born of a distinguished family in Paris, 

Kentucky, September 22, 1844. His father was a Presbyter-

2 2 Fulton Gazette, June 8, 1877.

23 National Historical Company, History of Callaway 
County, pp. 758-759.
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ian minister, and constant changes of his pulpit necessi

tated the family’s moving to Cincinnati, St. Louis and Chi

cago. Rice attended the University of Chicago, the Uni

versity of New York, and received his law degree from 

Columbia University, later being admitted to the bar. In 

1869 he took a professorship at Westminster and continued 

to teach even while editing the Gazette.24

James Irvin Nichols was the only one of the three 

who was a native of Callaway County. Born on a farm not 

far from Fulton in 1834, he taught in schools in the county 

from 1854 to 1863. When the Civil War broke out, he moved 

to California, Missouri, and taught there, later returning 

to his native county where he divided his time between 

teaching and farming. During this time he was elected 

county superintendent of schools for several terms. A 

contemporary biography said he was “one of the most highly 

respected and influential men in the county.”2$

The third of the triumvirate was N. D. Thurmond. 

Born in Pike County, October 30, 1843, he was raised and 

educated on his father’s farm. He attended Westminster 

and Centre College in Danville, Kentucky. He joined the 

Confederate Army in 1862 and afterwards returned to West

minster where he was graduated. In 186? Thurmond founded

2* ibid., pp. 757—758.

25 Ibid., p. 692.
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Forgey Seminary in Paynesville, Missouri, but returned to 

Fulton four years later where he taught and spent some 

time on the farm, finally deciding to devote his life to 

law. He later became a prominent lawyer in Fulton and was 

elected a representative to the State Legislature.

The first issue of the Fulton Gazette was published 

on June 8, 1877, by Nichols, Thurmond & Company. Rice’s 

name was left off the masthead for some unknown reason. 

The office was located ”on Asylum Street, (up stairs) be

tween Court and Nichols Streets.”

The Gazette took hold rapidly and soon became an 

important fixture in Callaway County journalism. It strove 

not to be just a newspaper representing the interests of 

the county seat, Fulton, but one which represented the en

tire county. Even its motto, “Our County, Our State, Our 

Country,” embodied this theme. Weekly it carried columns 

of news and social notices from the neighboring communities 

of Auxvasse, Carrington, McCredie, and others, written by 

correspondents in these towns. It engaged in good-natured 

rivalry with R. M. White of the Mexico Ledger as to whether 

Audrain County or Callaway County was “the best place in 

the world” in which to live.

Typographically, the Gazette was far superior to 

any weekly newspaper in the surrounding communities. The

26 ibid., pp. 724-725.
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editors, none of whom had had previous journalistic train

ing or experience, managed to publish a lively newspaper 

which had numerous innovations, such as the prospectus 

which, instead of being set in straight body type, was set 

in one-column width with large areas of white space and 

many changes of font sizes to give it the appearance of an 

advertisement.

The prospectus set the tone for the newspaper’s 

stand. In speaking of the new cosmopolitan attitude, it 

said:

We shall be ever mindful that our County stands 
first. County matters, Agricultural and Mechanical, 
Political and Social— News from all parts of the 
county will be an especial feature; and in addition, 
we propose keeping our readers thoroughly posted in 
regarding to Both state and National affairs.

In the political affairs of our county, the GAZETTE 
shall be controlled by no Cliques and shall have no 
"Pets.” We shall advocate and oppose Principles, not Men. . . .28 F ’

The Gazette was heartily welcomed and accepted by 

neighboring newspapers. The following is from a contempor 

ary description which appeared in the Mexico Ledger:

. . . Editorially and typographically it compares 
with any country paper in Missouri. Its selections 
are chaste and new, its editorials dignified and 
pointed, and its locals spicy without being slangy.

27 Fulton Gazette, June 17, 1877• See Appendix F 
for full text of the prospectus.

28 ibid.
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This makes a third paper in Fulton, but for enter
prise and tact and persistent labor in newspaper 
as in other circles, there is always ’’room at the 
top."29

The following year a political controversy arose 

among the Democrats which resulted in the establishment of 

another newspaper. The Democrats in convention in 1878 

nominated a regular ticket as was traditional, the proceed

ings having been fair and orderly. However, a certain 

party segment arose after the convention had ended and an

nounced it was running a Democratic ticket in opposition 

to the one already agreed upon. Proponents of this plan 

felt they could win some Republican votes and the votes of 

many dissatisfied Democrats, and thereby win the election.

This group started the Independent Callewegian to 

create publicity for its candidates. A report in a con

temporary issue of the Columbia Herald said the paper “is 

quite violent in its denunciations of the convention demo

crats— the GAZETTE, the outspoken champion of the party 

organization.

The Callewegian was edited by Lem Frank Powell, 

former editor of the Osage Leader, and was published by 

J. F. Crews, formerly a foreman of the Gazette mechanical 

department who was described by that paper as “one of the

Fulton Gazette, June 15, 1877*

30 Ibid., August 23, 1878.
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best printers in the State.”31

The Gazette called this new paper ”a miserable tad

pole” and said further, "we welcome it to the conflict and 

will give at the outside, 1700 votes on its tadpole auc

tion ticket, and six months to die in.” The 1700 votes 

were accounted for as 1,000 Republican votes and 700 ex

Democrats. It considered this newspaper highly hypocriti

cal in that it labeled itself a Democratic paper, yet re

belled at the choice of the fairly chosen county Democratic 

ticket.

The election campaign became a highly spirited af

fair. The public was drawn into the battle and the Colum

bia Herald reported that ”Half the citizens have resolved 

themselves into newspaper correspondents and the papers 

literally teem with beligerent Fsic] effusions.” Every 

paper was continually on the attack and on the defensive 

when they were attacked. Although this battle of words 

concerned mostly the rebel Calleweglan and the old guard 

Gazette, the Telegraph was drawn into the fray but would 

not editorially commit itself as to its stand.

As might be expected, the Republicans, who had al

ways been a minority in the county, were able to win the 

election due to "the combined colored and Republican vote 

together with the votes of a minority of those who have

31 ibid.
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heretofore always voted the straight Democratic ticket.“32

The Gazette had earlier editorialized that it gave 

the Callewegian six months to live; it was only two months 

wrong on its prediction. On March 17, 1879, a huge fire 

consumed the presses and all printing material. Those 

close to the Callewegian felt the blaze was intentionally 

set.

J. F. Crews, who had replaced Powell as editor of 

the now destroyed newspaper, described the fire in a story 

published in the Gazette:

Our office was in the second story of the Fisher 
building, which was built of stone and brick with 
tin roofing. It was divided into two rooms, the 
presses, type, etc., being in the front room. The 
fire originated in the back room and spread so 
rapidly to all parts of the office that it was im
possible to remove any of the contents, all of 
which were consumed, not even a “thin space” being 
saved. The fire was the work of some cowardly in
cendiary, whose object is unknown. There was no 
fire lit in the office and no possible way by which 
it could have taken fire.34

On June 6, 1879? just two years almost to the day 

that the newspaper made its first appearance, the Gazette 

announced that N. D. Thurmond had sold his interest, and 

from that date, the paper would be published by “Nichols 

& Rice.” No reason was given for this, only that Thurmond 

was now planning to devote full time to his law practice.

32 ibid., November 8, 1878.

33 ibid., March 21, 1879.
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A long-time resident of Fulton who remembers the family 

has said that he left the Democratic party and joined the 

Republican party because of a dispute over the Free Silver 

issue.$

In July, 1881, Callaway County as well as the entire 

world was shocked and saddened at the assassination of 

President James Garfield. The Gazette was faced with the 

unhappy lot of reporting the incident, and by staying up 

late hours the editors were able to publish extras long be

fore other newspapers did. In a later story, it published 

the details of how this great news story unfolded and how 

it was handled.

At noon, Saturday, July 2, dispatches by telegraph 

were being received announcing the assassination. Nothing 

was done, however, because no one believed the stories. 

At 2:30 that afternoon a bulletin board was placed in front 

of the office, and later a first extra was published, giv

ing the contents of three dispatches which had been re

ceived in the Gazette office and three more which were re

ceived by R. M. White of the Mexico Ledger and sent to the 

Gazette.

Further dispatches were received at nine o’clock 

that night and a second extra was published at one o’clock 

in the morning. On Sunday, more dispatches were received

35 Mrs. Maggie Lamar, telephone interview, Fulton, 
Missouri, July 26, i960.



88

from Mexico and were placed on the bulletin board outside 

the office. And on Monday, a third and final extra was is

sued with the contents of still more dispatches. ”As there 

were no mails to aid us,” the story related, "we distribu

ted all these extras in the county as far as possible, giv

ing a bunch to every person leaving town."36

The editors boasted that their efforts were well re

warded in that they were able to publish the unhappy news 

two days before the metropolitan St. Louis papers did.

The following week the Gazette printed a large il

lustration of about three columns by eight inches of Gar

field’s assassin, Charles Jules Guiteau. "Probably the 

picture somewhat flatters the poor fool,” the accompanying 

story said, "as his vanity was such that he would allow the 

photographer to place him in only the most becoming atti

tudes. ”37 The Gazette carried a week-by-week account of 

the fallen President’s condition and a detailed story of 

his subsequent death. It also closely followed the trial 

of Guiteau and reported his hanging.

A third Republican newspaper made a futile attempt 

to establish itself in Fulton in October, 1882. The Calla

way Republicans a six column folio, was originally pub

lished in Guthrie, a little town in the county where it had

36 Fulton Gazette, July 8, 1881.

37 Ibid., July 15, 1881.
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previously been the Guthrie News, The editor was James W.

Johnson, who moved to Fulton and changed his newspaper's 

name as well as its politics.$$

In its first issue, the Republican made the follow

ing declaration:

The Republicans of the county have for several 
years felt the need of an organ through which they 
could proclaim their sentiments, meet opposition 
and misrepresentation, and put forth their efforts 
at building up the party within the county. . . .

The establishment of a Republican newspaper in Ful
ton will do more for this county than two immigra
tion societies. It will show the world that the 
"Rebel Kingdom" of Callaway does not deserve its 
unenviable reputation, and that this is a good 
county to live in.39

The Republican<> like its fellow party predecessors, 

lived only a short time —  eight months. It had a meagre 

circulation of only 570 and operations were suspended 

around the middle of May, 1883. W. H. Thomas, who was 

then the editor, made the following announcement in the 

Gazette:

I had nothing to do with the suspension of publica
tion. I was only employed to edit the paper, and 
had no control over the material of the office. I 
worked it up to a self-sustaining basis, and very 
[sic] regret that it had to stop. I ask the sub
scribers to be patient, as the paper may yet be 
continued. If not, we will try and have the time

38 ibid., October 6, 1882. See pages for

another account of the Republican.

39 ibid.
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fil le d  by one of the other county papers . 4 - ®

I t  never d id  s tar t  ag ain.  T he B oonville W eek ly A d 
v e r t is e r ,  in announcing  the paper' s d emise,  said  very 
simply and  succinctly ,  "T he Callaway R epublican,  of Fulton,  
is  d ead .  "4 ^

4 0  I bi d . ,  May 13,  1883.
4 ^ B oonville W eek ly A d vertiser ,  May 11,  1883.
4 2 N ational H is torical Company,  H istory of Callaway 

County,  p.  4 03.  -  — *  -

4 3 I nterviews with Clayton H .  H ook ,  A ux vasse,  Mis
souri,  and  L .  M itchell W hite,  Mex ico,  Missouri,  J uly 26 ,  
I 96 0.

4 4  H ook  was well k nown for his w itty and  cand id  e d i
tor ials .  H is son,  Clayton H .  H ook ,  s t i l l  e d its  the paper.

T he las t  newspaper to s tar t  in th is  period  was a 
j ournal bearing  the amusing  t i t l e ,  S aturd ay E vening  S harp
shooter .  I t  was starte d  in 187 8 by "four young  men who 
were p rinte rs , "  G eorg e S .  T ownsend ,  E .  R .  T aylor,  A l L .  
B ennett,  and  Z ed  W .  H ook . 4 2 N othing  more is  k nown of the 

paper ex cept that i t  live d  only a few months.
T he e d itors le ft  and  each went h is own way.  Z ed  

H ook  went to A ux vasse,  Missouri,  where he late r  boug ht and  
published  the popular A ux vasse R e v i e w and  A l B ennett 

late r  went to Mex ico where he wrote a very popular humorous 
column for the L ed g er calle d  " I tems From Cottonwood  
S pring s , " in which he satiri z e d  the d aily lives of promi-  

4 4  nent people in the c ity .
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Of the nine newspapers which made their appearance 

during this period, only two, the Gazette and the Tele

graph o lived to its completion in 1883. This tendency of 

newspapers to end in financial disaster did not stop with 

this period, however, but continued through the next one 

to 1915.



CHAPTER VI

COMING OF AGE: 1883-1915

During the thirty-two years from 1883 to 1915, news

papers in Fulton made great advances. New publications 

were introduced, the larger ones with sound financial back

ing flourished, while smaller ones floundered under a ser

ies of numerous owners and editors, each thinking he alone 

had the secret to make his newspaper a success.

Circulations increased through home delivery and 

improved mail schedules to small country towns. Modern 

cylinder presses were introduced along with other mechani

cal innovations to make the difficult job of getting out 

the paper somewhat easier. The daily newspaper became an 

important part of county journalism. Almost all larger 

and sounder papers entered the daily field, but only a few 

retained this frequency of publication. And finally, af

ter several unsuccessful tries, the Republican press 

gained something of a foothold in Callaway County and for 

some years was considered Central Missouri’s Republican 

spokesman.

In all, nine newspapers were introduced in Fulton 

during these three decades, including the long-established 

Telegraph and the more recent Gazette. The most notable
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of the new journals were the Fulton Daily Sun, established 

in 1888, and the Fulton Journal, later the Callaway County 

Journal, established in 1891.

The first newspaper merger took place in 1909 when 

A. C. Bush of the Sun and John B. Harris of the Weekly 

Telegraph combined forces to publish their papers together. 

It was at this time that the Telegraph, or ’’Old Reliable,” 

as it was accustomed to calling itself, lost its image as 

a separate newspaper and became a weekly reprint of the 

most important stories of the week for the county patrons. 

But this story, as well as the histories of all newspapers 

in this period, will be covered more fully.

The Telegraph remained in the same family for 

thirty-two years. John B. Williams, who purchased it from 

James Whiteside in 1850, edited it until his death in 1882, 

except for a brief period in which he sold the newspaper 

and left the city in 1855. His son, Wallace Williams, took 

over the editorship on his father’s death.1

1 See Chapter IV.

Wallace Williams retained possession of the Tele

graph until April, 1887, after experimenting with a daily 

newspaper in November of the previous year. Williams 

stated the daily edition would be published for a month 

and if found successful would be continued indefinitely. 

The Evening Telegraph was being published ”in obedience to
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o 
the increasing demands upon our columns." Apparently the 

experiment failed because no mention of a daily is made 

again.

On April 1 it was announced that Williams had sold 

the Telegraph two days earlier to John P. Bell for "five 

thousand dollars cash and bankable paper."$ Included in 

the sale were the subscription books, material and good 

will. It was also announced that Colonel T. Benton Taylor, 

who had been made editor under Williams, would remain with 

the Telegraph*

John Peter Bell, the new editor of the Telegraph, 

was born in Franklin County, Virginia, on December 13, 

1842. He joined the Confederate Army during the Civil War 

and afterwards tried merchandising in Ham’s Prairie, with

out much success. He taught in schools around the county 

for ten years, and in 1872 bought a plot of land and later 

became prosperous from farming. He was collector of Calla

way County and at the age of 43 became editor and publisher 

of the Telegraph

Although this was his first newspaper, his ideals 

and plans were as sound as any seasoned journalist. In

2 Jefferson City Daily Tribune, November 3, 1886.

3 Fulton Gazette, April 1, 1887.

4 National Historical Company, History of Callaway 
County, p. 620; and Mrs. Maggie Lamar, telephone interview 
Fulton, Missouri, July 26, i960.
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his introduction, to the people as a publisher, Bell made 

this statement:

Being ambitious, precludes the idea of resting satis
fied with the high character and excellency to which 
the Telegraph has already attained, but with the 
motto, "Upward and Onward” setting higher and still 
higher the ideal country paper, shall labor assidu
ously, and, if possible we are determined to be and 
keep full abreast with our rapidly developing civil
ization, striving manfully to grapple with the prob
lems that so vitally concern our moral and material 
advance to the accomplishment of the allotted work 
of the generation.?

Taylor remained as editor until November when Bell 

took on the editorial responsibilities as well as publish

ing. He immediately reduced the size of the paper from 

its bedspread length to one of more comfortable propor

tions. He also added innovations, such as a column edited 

by his son, Ovid K. Bell, then only fourteen years old.^

As the paper grew in stature and circulation in

creased under Bell’s leadership, Zed W. Hook, formerly an 

editor of the short-lived Saturday Evening Sharpshooter 

and later editor and publisher of the Auxvasse Review for 

many years, was added as local editor in 1890. He remained 

in that capacity until 1894.

In 1893 the office of the newspaper was located "In 

Bauer’s New Building, Back of Baker & Robnett," but in

5 Fulton Telegraph, March 31? 1887.

6 This column began on March 28, 1889, and contained 
puzzles supplied by the editor and stories and "essays" 
sent in by its young readers.
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early 1894 the office was moved to larger and more central

ly located quarters ”In Powell’s New Building, Main 

Street."7

7 These are the addresses as they appear on the 
masthead of the paper.

8 In many ways the careers of John B. Williams and 
Wallace Williams paralleled each other. Both were born in 
Boone County, both became editors of the Telegraph and 
both sold their papers, only to rebuy them at a later date.

Another innovation attempted by Bell was a special 

"Mokane News Section," a page devoted entirely to news and 

advertising of the neighboring town. Frank J. Nichols was 

listed as editor and solicitor and remained with the organ

ization in later years as collector of unpaid subscription 

bills. In 1894 he established a newspaper of his own in 

Mokane.

Bell retained the newspaper until the first week of 

November, 1896, when "J. B. Williams & Company" bought 

back the Telegraph after an absence of some nine years. 

Wallace Williams was editor and publisher, assisted by his 

son, J. Brent, the third generation to be associated with 

that newspaper.&

With Wallace Williams as editor, the Telegraph was 

published first as a weekly, then in 1903 and 1904 as a 

weekly in two separate sections issued on Tuesdays and 

Fridays. In 1906 the paper went back to its original 

schedule as a weekly. At about this time J. Brent Williams
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left the paper to begin a career of his own and Wallace 
o

Williams once more assumed complete control.

Then on August 20, 1908, after more than forty-four 

years of association with the Telegraph, Wallace Williams 

sold the paper. He said, “I feel the need of a complete 

rest, which I could not possibly secure with the responsi

bilities of an editor upon my shoulders.”10

In reading Williams’ farewell article announcing 

his retirement from the Telegraph, one cannot help but be 

moved by his words. The article is printed in part below:

It was here [at the Telegraph] that my father, the 
late John B. Williams, spent the best years of his 
life in laying the foundation of the TELEGRAPH, and 
in assisting others of honored memory in giving 
Fulton and Callaway county the glorious start 
towards what the Kingdom and its capital now are. 
It was here that I learned the business as my fath
er’s apprentice, and it was here that my own son 
grew naturally into the profession of grandfather 
and father. Such associations cannot be forgotten. 
Such associations can not be severed without deep 
impression.il

The new owners were "John B. Harris & Son.” Harris 

had owned and published the Auxvasse Review for nearly six 

years and was a well-known and well-respected editor.

Although retired from newspapers, Williams set up a 

print shop above a bank where he took small orders, and 

kept up in general with journalism by supplying local items

9 Fulton Telegraph, October 3, 1907.

10 Ibid., August 20, 1908.

11 Ibid,



98

to the newspapers.

Harris retained the Telegraph for a short time and 

then joined with A. C. Bush, editor of the Daily Sun, and 

Wallace Crossley, a stockholder in the Sun, and himself a 

former newspaper editor, and combined the two papers on 

January 1, 1 9 0 9 . The two papers were published as be

fore but under a joint editorship, and both in the Sun 

plant. Thus the Weekly Missouri Telegraph became the week

ly edition of the Daily Sun, and in this manner a daily 

paper could be published for those citizens living in the 

city, and a weekly edition of the same paper for those in 

the county. It was a desirable situation in all respects.

In September, 1909, the Johnston family of Monroe 

City, Missouri, bought the Sun and the Telegraph from 

Harris, Bush and Crossley and published their first edition 

on September 20.

The new owners and editors, J. W. Johnston and son, 

George Perry Johnston, were experienced in the newspaper 

business. J. W. Johnston had managed a paper in Monroe 

City and his son had worked at the Bluff City Printery of 

Hannibal.^4

In introducing the new owners, the story in the Sun

12 See page 75.

Fulton Daily Sun, January 1, 1909.

14 Ibid., September 18, 1909.
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said, “They are splendid gentlemen, well equipped for the 

work and the old management hopes and believes that they 

will be awarded the same cordial reception and support as 

has been given the paper in the past."15

With that sale, the old Missouri Telegraph, dating 

from March, 1845, had lost the individuality which had 

characterized it through sixty-four years. Now it was lit

tle more than a name.

The Telegraph was to continue as a weekly newspaper 

until 1956 when it was finally dropped as the weekly edi

tion of the Sun-Gazette, nothing more than a reprint of the 

most important stories in the daily. It still stands, how

ever, as one of the oldest newspapers in Central Missouri 

and one of the oldest continuous newspapers in the state.

The Fulton Daily Sun, later the companion paper to 

the Telegraph, made its start on Monday, March 26, 1888. 

The editor was J. R. Brandon, an experienced newspaperman. 

Nothing else is known of him.

In his salutatory, Brandon said his paper “is not 

called into existence to ’fill a long-felt want,’ but as a 

legitimate enterprise to illustrate the advanced growth 

and liberal nature of modern journalism.“x It also stated 

that it would “endeavor to enlighten and enliven every-

15 Ibid.

1$ Fulton Daily Sun, March 26, 1888. See Appendix 
G for entire reprint of the salutatory.
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thing of a local nature within the narrow limits of Fulton, 

with its own original rays. It will endeavor to merit pub

lic patronage by its disinterested and discriminating 

course, and . . . gain such a hold upon public favor, as 

to become a permanent fixture in the community.

Of its politics, it said, “The SUN will be Democra

tic . . . , but its chief aim will be to build up all those 

vital interests of a local and material nature that lie so 

near the prosperity of every citizen."x o

Its office was located "Over Richmond & Brown's 

store, corner Main and Asylum streets," but soon after it 

was moved to "Bell block, first floor and immediately east 

of the Court House," these quarters being newer and larger.

Just a week after making its first appearance, on

April 2, the Sun carried an announcement saying arrange

ments had been made for a weekly edition of the paper. It 

was to be a seven-column, four-page paper. The announce

ment said the followings

Its columns will be filled with the best and latest 
news from all parts of the world and our own country; 
reliable market and financial quotations; choice mis
cellaneous matter well selected, for family reading; 
editorials concisely written on all important ques
tions and issues of the day and everything else neces
sary to make it a first class county paper.

A local paper: Its chief aim will be devoted to 
home subjects, moral, material, social and political;

17 Ibid.

18 Ibid.
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to arduous endeavor in developing our county’s and 
city’s resources, and advantages, and in subordin
ating all other interests to the varied and para
mount interests of home.19

With Brandon as publisher, Wallace Williams, who 

had sold his Telegraph some months earlier, was to head the 

mechanical department while T. Benton Taylor, also a for

mer Telegraph editor and an experienced newspaperman, 

manned the editorial department.

In all the years of its existence, the Sun never 

had the spark or lively quality that marked other Fulton 

newspapers, such as the Gazette or Telegraph. It did not 

have an editorial section, nor did it contain subjective 

articles or pick quarrels with competing newspapers or 

other persons. In those days of personal journalism, it 

may have been termed a dull, uninteresting newspaper, yet 

it found favor with its readers and soon it became one of 

the more popular journals in the area.

In order to keep up with the demands of the readers, 

publisher Brandon made two major changes in the newspaper’s 

policy. First, on August 13, 1888, the dally was changed 

from an evening paper to a morning paper to facilitate ad

vertisers and readers in outlying districts who depended 

on the daily mail for their paper. And second, the weekly 

edition, started just three and a half years earlier, was

1 9 Ibid., April 2, 1888.
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made a semi-weekly, “to keep pace with the advancing in- 

20 
terest of all.” “Remember,” the announcement went on to 

state, “you can now get the SUN twice-a-week for only 

$1.

The semi-weekly edition, first ever published in 

Fulton, was to be an eight-page paper, issued on Mondays 

and Thursdays. This was an added boon to advertisers be

cause they could now get eight insertions of their message 

a week for the price of one. This included the six daily 

editions and the two of the semi-weekly.

Throughout the period of Brandon’s control of the 

paper, the Sun worked hard at promoting itself to its 

readers. Brandon knew that an increased subscription list 

meant more advertising revenue, and this, of course, meant 

more profit for him. On December 11, 1891, for example, 

the newspaper was offered for the remainder of the year 

free, without obligation, to anyone who was not currently 

a subscriber. The purpose of this promotion was to attempt 

to build the subscription list to 2,000 readers.

On July 16, 1894, the announcement was made that 

the Sun had been sold to a group calling itself "The Sun 

Publishing Company” and consisting of James E. Berry, M. F. 

Bell, George Berry and L. N. Holland. “They will assume

20 Ibid., September 8, 1901.

21 Ibid.
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control Aug. 1st," the announcement said, "and will contin

ue the daily and semi-weekly publication under the same 

name and rates as heretofore. They will also add increasec 

facilities and improvements necessary to make the plant 

more thorough and complete in every department.

The capital stock was valued at $2,500 and the new 

corporation was set up with the following officers: Presi

dent, M. Fred Bell; editor, James E. Berry; local editor, 

George W. Berry; and Luther W. Holland.2  ̂ At the time of 

the purchase, M. Fred Bell was considered a strong candi

date for state railroad commissioner.

The company retained possession of the Sun for 

slightly more than a year, until September 3» 1895? when 

it was announced that W. D. Thomas of the Auxvasse Review 

was leasing his newspaper to his brother and that he had 

purchased a controlling interest in the Sun and was assum

ing editorial responsibilities. Thomas was called by his 

fellow newspapermen in the area, "an able editor, a shrewd 

businessman, and a hustler from the word go."24-

22 ibid., July 16, 1894.

23 Jefferson City Dally Tribune, July 20, 1894.

24 Fulton Dally Sun, September 9, 1895.

The new editor was only a few miles away from being 

a native Callaway Countian. He was born above the county 

line in Audrain County near Mexico. He taught in public
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schools for eight years, and then turned to editing the 

Auxvasse Review for six years until 1895 when he took over 

the Sun. He was in the Missouri Senate and was later the 

25 treasurer of the State Hospital. z

Thomas was a good editor and during the ten years 

he had control of the paper, it prospered and gained in 

circulation. He bought additional type for the paper and 

other mechanical equipment which gave it a more modern and 

progressive appearance.

And the Sun was progressive. In the political cam

paign of 1896 in which William Jennings Bryan ran for 

President, Thomas religiously supported Bryan and daily 

ran political cartoons —  all emphasizing the Democratic 

point of view —  and ran them on the front page.

He was one of the first editors in the county to 

campaign for good rock roads, and although most other edi

tors later took up the cry, it was Thomas who was the mov

ing force behind it.

And finally, Thomas, in his own small way, fought 

against the major trusts of the country. The motto of his

25 Resources of Missouri: Photographs and Biogra
phical Sketches of her State Officers and the Thirty Eighth 
General Assembly (St. Louis: J. H. McCracken, [1895], p. 
45. While treasurer of the State Hospital, Thomas is said 
to have stolen a large amount of money and fled the coun
try. The source of this statement wished to remain anony
mous for obvious reasons. Another source told the writer 
that Thomas had been using embezzled funds to keep the Sun 
going while still an editor.
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paper became "A Foe to Trusts,” and he constantly pointed 

out the malpractices of these large companies. In a speech 

before the 1900 meeting of the Missouri Press Association, 

Thomas gave a detailed report of paper mill mergers which 

were causing newsprint to be exceedingly high. He launched 

his attack against the union and chose as his slogan the 

same, ”A Foe to Trusts." "With attention concentrated up

on paper mill mergers, he won a receptive audience by 

pointing out the supposed malpractices committed by the 

men who controlled the newsprint industry," a report of 

the speech said.^ /

Meanwhile the circulation of the Daily Sun was 

rapidly rising. Under Thomas’ leadership it had grown 

rapidly. The N. W. Ayer American Newspaper Directory list

ed the circulation of the smallest edition published dur

ing the year of 1896 as 1,350 copies. In an advertisement 

from Printer's Ink, April 15, 1896, it was stated:

The Fulton SEMI-WEEKLY has credit for the largest 
circulation accorded to any daily, semi-weekly or 
weekly published in the Eighth Congressional Dis
trict of Missouri, which has a population of 188,313, 
and the publishers of the American Newspaper Direc
tory guarantee the accuracy of the circulation 
rating accorded to this paper by a reward of $100 
to the first person who successfully assails it.2?

2$ Missouri Press Association, History of the Mis
souri Press Association (Columbia, Missouri: Published by 
the authors, 1931), [p. 117].

27 George P. Rowell & Company, American Newspaper 
Directory (New York: Published by the authors, 1896).
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The following year the same American Newspaper 

Directory listed the Sun’s average circulation as 1,804. 

An advertisement promoting the circulation of the Semi

Weekly Sun said:

The circulation of the SUN is rapidly increasing, 
and will reach 2,500 during the year 1897• It 
covers the counties of Callaway, Boone, Audrain, 
and Montgomery, the best counties, and in the very 
heart of the great state of Missouri. Good posi
tion and low rates to responsible advertisers. 
Circulation April 1, 1897, 2,130.28

Thomas retained control of the Sun until July 3, 

1905, when Aubrey C. Bush of the Excelsior Springs Call 

and Wallace Crossley of the Warrensburg Star became the 

new owners.

Bush was born in 1876 and was a graduate of the 

University of Missouri in Columbia.^ His partner, Wallace 

Crossley, was born in Cooper County, Missouri, and spent 

several years as principal at Pilot Grove Academy and from 

there went to Warrensburg where he was Johnson County’s 

representative to the State Legislature for one term.^O

As editor, Bush promised "a clean business manage

ment." The announcement went on to say that "[The editor] 

leaves to you the decision of its future excellence as a

28 ibid., 1897 edition.

29 "Former Fulton Editor Dies in New Mexico," Mis
souri Press News, IX (July, 1941), 9.

30 Boonville Weekly Advertiser, June 16, 1905.
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newspaper. It will speak for itself and you will judge. 

"In matters political,1’ it said, ’’[the Sun1 will avoid 

partisan squabbles and work for a united Democracy that 

will win victories, state and national."32

Bush, like his predecessor Thomas, was a conscien

tious editor. He strove for a better, more modern newspa

per and pushed his subscription lists along with yearly 

contests. In the winter of 1908, for example, he ran a 

contest to choose the "two most popular young ladies in 

Callaway." People selling subscriptions to the Sun were 

entitled to cast a certain number of points, depending on 

the length of the subscription, for the lady of their 

choice. Carriages, each worth $1^0, were presented to the 

lady with the most votes living in Fulton and to the lady 

with the most votes living outside Fulton.33 The contest 

was considered a success and aroused much interest in the 

citizens, along with the hoped-for increase in subscrip

tions. It was continued the following year and again 

proved successful.

On January 1, 1909, John B. Harris of the Telegraph 

joined Bush as co-editor of the Sun and the Telegraph was 

made the weekly edition of the Sun. In this newly formed

32 ibid.

33 Ibid., November 30 to December 24, 1908. In 1908 
the winners were Miss Maud Overstreet, in Fulton, and Miss 
Lula Tincher, outside Fulton.
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company, Harris was named president, Crossley, vice presi

dent, and Bush, secretary and treasurer.

The entire company was later bought out by the 

Johnstons in September, 1909.

When Bush left Fulton he went to Excelsior Springs

and returned to the Daily Call. He then worked for the 

Liberty Tribune and finally went to Kansas City where he 

worked for the Western Newspaper Union. Late in life he 

moved to New Mexico to edit a newspaper and develop an oil 

lease. He died at the age of 65 as a result of injuries 

from a fall in his home.35

Bush and Harris had built quite an enviable record 

in Fulton. People were sorry to see them leave. This was 

evidenced by the following article which appeared in the 

Centralia Courier after the announcement of the sale had 

been made. It is reprinted in full:

We are sorry to see Aubrey Bush and John Harris 
sell the Telegraph-Sun over at Fulton. You would 
have to travel a long ways to find two better, 
fairer, squarer men than Bush and Harris. The fra
ternity can ill afford to lose such splendid types 
of manhood as Bush and Harris and here is hoping 
that they will get hold of another paper somewhere 
and stay with the art preservative.3$

James W. Johnston, new senior editor of the Sun.

$4 Ibid.. January 1, 1909. Cf. page 6.

35 "Former Fulton Editor Dies in New Mexico,” Mis
souri Press News, IX (July, 1941), 9.

36 Fulton Daily Sun, October 1, 1909, as quoted in 
the Centralia Courier.
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was an active newspaperman almost all his life. He began 

his career in 1876 in a shop equipped with a Washington 

hand press. Two years later he purchased the Monroe City 

News and retained possession until 1881, when he became 

editor of the Plattsburg Purifier, later the Plattsburg 

Democrat. In 1888 he returned to Monroe City and published 

the News until 1909 when he purchased the Fulton paper. 

His son, V. A., now a man of many years, is today still 

associated with the Sun-Gazette.37

The Johnston family continued to publish the Sun as 

a daily and the Telegraph as a weekly as had Harris and 

Bush. In 1927 they bought the Gazette and consolidated it 

with the Sun to form the Sun-Gazette, the only newspaper 

now published in Fulton. The Telegraph was retained as a 

weekly until October, 1956, when it was dropped. This 

story will be more fully covered in the following chapter. 

A third newspaper published in Fulton during this 

period was the Callaway County Gazette, originally launched 

in 1877 by N. D. Thurmond, James I. Nichols and John J. 

Rice. In 1879 Thurmond sold his interest and the paper 

was carried on by the other two, who together published 

the paper through the start of this period to 1890.

In 1884, though, the two editors had purchased a 

new Campbell steam press and boasted that it was "so easily

37 "Fulton Editor Dies," Missouri Press News, VI 
(April, 1939), 1.
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operated by hand that a man can run off one side of its 

large circulation in a half a day.”̂ ® There was reason to 

boast, since circulation was listed as 1,630 in a sworn 

statement and it was growing each month.

Changing its name to Fulton Gazette in 1890, Nichols 

and Rice operated the paper as a weekly for a three-year 

period when the editors attempted to publish a daily news

paper.

The daily was begun in November, 1891, and was 

greeted with the following complimentary story from the 

Jefferson City Daily Tribune:

The Fulton Gazette is now issuing a bright and 
newsy daily. Fulton supports two [daily] newspa
pers, [the Gazette and now the Sunl which speaks 
well for the intelligence and enterprise of the 
city. There are many cities in the state of a much 
larger population in which no daily newspaper could 
long exist.39

Unfortunately, the Daily Gazette did not ’’long 

exist.” On Thursday, November 10, 1892, almost a year to 

the day that it had been started, the Gazette editors an

nounced the end of the daily edition.

Nichols found that he was not able to publish a 

daily and a weekly and at the same time run an extensive 

job printing plant. He found that he had spread his work 

over too thin an area and by dropping the daily, he was

38 Callaway County Gazette, January 18, 1884.

39 Jefferson City Daily Tribune, November 10, 1891.
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strengthening his other activities.

The announcement heralding the end of the daily

newspaper, as published in the Gazette, said, in part:

In order to concentrate our entire attention and 
energies upon the work of publishing one of the 
best weekly papers in the state and to our large 
run of job printing, the publication of the Daily 
GAZETTE is discontinued with this issue. By trans
ferring the work and expense of the daily to the 
weekly edition and to the improvement of our facil
ities for job printing, we hope to add to the value 
and utility of the plant, and also to furnish the 
business men of Callaway county and the country 
generally with an advertising medium wide spread and 
of first class equipments f sic!.40

The period just before the ending of the short-lived 

daily edition was marked by a shake-up in the editorial de

partment. Late in September, 1892, J. J. Rice, who had 

been editing the newspaper while at the same time teaching 

at Westminster College, sold his interest to Nichols in 

order to devote full time to teaching.This left Nichols 

as the last of the original three owners of the Gazette.

Nichols was not to keep full control for long, how

ever. H. Jack Blanton of Paris, Missouri, joined him by 

purchasing a half-interest in the newspaper on November 3 

of the same year. Blanton, the son of B. F. Blanton, 

owner of the Paris Appeal, had spent his youth in his 

father’s shop learning the newspaper business.

In introducing Blanton to the readers, Nichols said

40 Fulton Daily Gazette, November 10, 1892.

41 Jefferson City Daily Tribune, October 1, 1892.
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his new partner was ’’thoroughly posted in all details of 

newspaper work and branches of the profession."42

Nichols and Blanton emphasized their job work ex

tensively, often publishing advertisements in various edi

tions of the Gazette. Facilities for lithographing were 

obtained and the Gazette boasted that its job plant was 

"prepared to turn out anything in the lithographic line on 

short notice and at prices as low as can be made in any 

city." While able to handle almost any printing problem, 

its specialties were "Bank Books, Checks, Counter Pads and 

Letter Heads."43

The Gazette itself was as interesting and lively as 

when it was first published in 1877. The newspaper was 

written quite subjectively, always calling attention to it

self or answering the attacks of a rival newspaper. It 

was not a conservative newspaper, but by the same token, 

it was not a wildly written, careless sheet. It was well 

written, and very often humorous. It differed immensely 

from its rival, the Sun, which was more modern in its ob

jectivity, but at the same time, lacking in its personal 

approach to journalism.

Blanton stayed with Nichols only two years, leaving

42 Fulton Gazette, November 3, 1892.

43 Ibid., August 24, 1893-
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_ 44
October 11, 1894, because of poor health. Once more

Nichols was left with the task of publishing his newspaper 

alone. .

He tried various experiments to increase the circu

lation and interest in the paper. On July 16, 189?> he 

began publishing the Gazette as a tri-weekly of four pages 

each, rather than a weekly edition of twelve pages, as had 

been done in the past. The new paper was issued on Tues

days, Wednesdays and Saturdays. The experiment was not a 

success and six months later, on January 3? 1896, the paper 

once more became a weekly. The announcement said that "In 

obedience to requests and suggestions of our subscribers, 

especially farmers, patrons in remote parts of the country, 

and advertisers, we will issue a paper every Friday, of 

eight pages, instead of a four page paper three times a 

week.“45 it said this change was made for the benefit of 

the job office which was growing considerably. It meant, 

too, that the number of pages could be decreased without 

being much noticed by readers.

Nichols kept the Gazette until 1899 when he sold it 

to W. H. Davis and R. H. Nichols.4 $ By this time J. I.

4 4  Ibid., October 11, 1894.

4 $ Ibid., January 3, 1896.

4 ^ Jefferson City Missouri State Tribune, November 
21, 1899* It is not known if R. H. Nichols was related to 
J. I. Nichols.
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Nichols was 65 years old, and had spent the last 22 years 

of his life associated with the Gazette. Giving poor 

health as his reason for leaving the newspaper, Nichols 

made certain the paper would be “conducted on strictly 

Democratic lines” by selling it to persons who had the 

same political views as himself.

Davis left the paper in a short time and in 1900 

Zed Hook, late of the Telegraph, was added as local editor, 

a position which he apparently handled ably.

Again the paper rapidly changed hands when J. W. 

Tincher bought it from Nichols on February 21, 1901.

It is always a sign of a failing newspaper when its 

owners change frequently. Usually the sale price is low 

and the new owners attempt to rally the newspaper with a 

scheme that no one has tried before, and more often than 

not their scheme fails and the paper is in turn sold to 

another man with another new scheme. This was the case of 

the Gazette. It had lost its one-time leadership as the 

Democratic spokesman to the Sun and its circulation was at 

a new low.

Tincher added Ovid K. Bell as local editor. Bell • 

was the son of John P. Bell, formerly editor of the Tele

graph from 188? to 1896. But Tincher kept the newspaper 

only until March 25, when he sold it outright to Bell.

Bell was serious about his new journal as was read

ily evidenced in his well worded opening statement. He
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was to have a long and prosperous career as editor and pub

lisher of the Gazette, bringing it from a position of bank

ruptcy to a newspaper with one of the finest reputations 

in the state.

His first words as editor and publisher of the Gaz

ette were:

I am ambitious to publish a newspaper in Fulton 
that will in every particular be essentially a news 
paper, [italics are those of Bell] that will de
serve the support and respect of the people living 
in Callaway county. Beyond that I say nothing for 
the future except that all times the paper will be 
Democratic— firmly, staunchly, and vigorously. 
Just now before me are the words: “News, business, 
improvement."47

Ovid K. Bell was a native of Callaway County, born

June 10, 1875* He was graduated from Westminster College 

and from 1897 to 1899 was secretary to Congressman Richard 

Parks Bland, before coming to the Gazette in 1901. He re

tained control of the paper until it was bought and merged 

with the Sun in 1927, and later that year founded the Ovid 

Bell Press, which today is owned by his son, Ovid Bell, Jr.

As a young boy he had an interest in things histor

ical and later published many historical books on his na

tive county and about the Masonic lodge.4 8

47 Fulton Weekly Gazette, March 28, 1901.

4 8  Missouri Historical Review, XXXXVII (July, 1953), 
394. Many of Bell’s historical articles have been referred 
to in this paper. See especially Chapter I.

In 1912 Bell was elected president of the Missouri
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Press Association, one of only two Fulton or Callaway 

County editors to gain this distinction.

Bell instituted a new kind of newspaper in Fulton 

which later became a model for other country newspapers. 

It was stated that he got his paper out like a job —  that 

he would not allow his newspaper to go to press unless it 

was perfect. He even used a proofreader on the Gazette —  

indeed a rarity in county journalism. His newspaper was a 

fine example of small town journalism —  well printed, well 
written and well edited.4 ^

Under his fine editorship the Gazette prospered, and 

in 1903, just two years after he had taken over an almost 

bankrupt newspaper, Bell was able to state:

The Gazette plant is now practically new through
out. A few months ago a new cylinder press was in
stalled, and prior to that time five other new 
machines were put in, and these, with the immense 
quantity of type that has been bought within the 
last two and one-half years., make the plant new and 
modern in every particular.50

He also announced that from that date, the Weekly 

Gazette would be enlarged to six columns instead of the 

previous five, and that the pages would be larger in size. 

New type was bought and the paper was almost entirely 

changed from what it had been when Bell took control.

49 The source of this information asked to remain 
anonymous. The same person said Bell was very autocratic; 
that he had a list of names hanging in his office of per
sons he disliked, and would not allow these names to be published in the Gazette.

Fulton Weekly Gazette, October 2, 1903.



Figure 3« Front view of Sun-Gazette building
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In 1911 Bell moved the plant to his new brick build
> 

ing on Fifth and Ravine Streets where he installed all his 

modern equipment. This consisted of a standard Linotype, 

two cylinder presses, three job presses, and a half dozen 

other pieces of machinery, all of the latest design and 

make. The Sun-Gazette is today published in this building.

Bell retained sole possession of the Gazette for 

twenty-six consecutive years until 1927, and came to be 
* 
one of the most respected journalists in Missouri. Follow

ing his 1927 sale to the Johnston family, he built a modern 

commercial printing establishment in Fulton.

The last of the major newspapers published in Fulton 

in this period was the Fulton Journal, later the Callaway 

County Journal. Although no records are available for its 

first eleven years, it is believed to have started publica- 
^1 

tion some time in 1891.

It lived for approximately twenty-five years; the 

last edition was known to have been published October 31, 

1915. This was a remarkable feat since it was a Republican 

paper much of the time and the first such paper to last 

any length of time. Most of its predecessors quickly fell 

to the wayside for lack of support. Callaway County was a

The first issue found by the writer in the State 
Historical Society of Missouri Library in Columbia was 
dated 1901 and was listed as being in its eleventh year. 
Rowell Newspaper directory, however, says the Journal was 
established in 1892.
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decidedly Democratic locale and the people had little use 

for anyone who did not believe in the democracy. Thus, 

one can readily see that the Journal's success was a feat 

since it was living in a hotbed of Democratic thought. 

But the Journal did not remain Republican. In later years 

its politics changed with each succeeding editor; at one 

time it was Democratic and during another time it was even 

published by a Socialist.

When the files begin in 1901, William Wallace Arnold 

was editor and publisher. There is good reason to believe 

he was the founder of the paper.52

Editor Arnold was a veteran newspaperman, born in 

Illinois in 1854, and after his stint with the Journal he 

was postmaster in Fulton for eight years. He died in 1937 

at the age of 83.53

The Journal was printed on twelve pages, issued 

weekly, and was well put together. Occasionally Arnold 

would insert pink newsprint and print in this color for a 

few pages of an issue.

In the presidential election of 1904, Arnold natur

ally supported the incumbent, Theodore Roosevelt. It was 

no doubt a strange sight to the three larger local newspa

pers, with the Sun, the Telegraph, and the Gazette coming

52 Rowell, in 1893, lists Arnold as editor and pub
lisher .

53 Floyd C. Shoemaker, Missouri and Missourians
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out strongly for William Jennings Bryan, while the smaller 

Journal dogmatically supported Roosevelt.

But when the returns came in, it was Arnold and his 

Journal which were the winners. Although Missouri went 

Democratic and Callaway County gave a large majority to 

the Democrats, Roosevelt amassed one of the greatest votes 

in presidential election history.

After the election the Journal, as an editorial, 

ran a column of short sentences boasting about the success 

of the election. A sample of these is reprinted below:

Hip! Hip! Hurrah!

Didn’t we skin 'em?

Missouri is yet unredeemed.

And "Old Glory" still waves

No, Missouri didn't go Republican

It is said a light vote polled everywhere

Say, Teddy, you're all right, 'cause the people said so

Will Roosevelt be the next President? well, we guess 
yes.54

(Chicago: The Lewis Publishing Company, 1943), V, 286-287. 

54 Fulton Journal, November 6, 1902.
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In the same year Arnold added S. A. Wilson, formerly 

editor and publisher of the short-lived Auxvasse Optic, as 

business manager. This left him more time to devote to 

editing which was, of course, his first love. The office 

was located ”In Bell block, East side of the Square, Second 

Floor."

But late in May, 1904, Arnold sold his newspaper to 

Robert N. Payne, who became manager and local editor of 

the Journal.55 Payne was a native of Callaway County, hav

ing been raised in nearby Ham's Prairie. For a number of 

years he was a school teacher; later he became a preacher 

and finally a newspaperman, first at Cedar City and then 

in Fulton.56

Payne was a good editor and did much for the Repub

lican party in the county, while at the same time helping 

to establish the Journal. On February 24, 1905, a company 

was formed, called "The Journal Publishing Company," and 

Payne was retained as editor.5?

A year later, almost to the day, he became publisher 

and nothing was ever mentioned again regarding the company, 

so apparently it was disbanded.5® Payne probably bought

55 Ibid., May 27, 1904.

56 Fulton Daily Sun, August 16, 1910.

57 Fulton Journal, February 24, 1905.

58 ibid., February 23, 1906.
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out the company and took over the editorship and propri

etorship.

He retained possession of the Journal for three and 

a half more years, selling it to Carlysle Von Thomas on 

June 3, 1 9 0 9 . The announcement stated that Payne was to 

remain on as political editor. Thomas, in his opening 

statement, said ’’The JOURNAL’S watch word will be ’Prog

ress’ and it will be our pleasure and priviledge [ sic] to 

boost every enterprise, great or small so long as it means 

60 growth to Callaway or any of her institutions.”

Some months after this, Payne bought back the paper 

and continued to edit it until July 15, 1910; it was sold 

because of his declining health. From his sickbed he wrote 

a note of thanks to all who helped him with his enterprise 

in past years. Among those mentioned were H. B. Garver, 

J. A. Carlisle, A. V. Dorries, and L. E. Thompson.

H. B. Garver, a family friend and the postmaster in 

Fulton, bought the newspaper from the ailing Payne, who 

died soon after, survived by his wife and six children. 

"My interest in the Journal,” wrote Garver, ’’was for the 

sole purpose of maintaining a Republican paper in Callaway 

county . . . [I] have bought [Payne's] stock in the plant

59 Ibid., June 3, 1909.

60 Ibid. C. V. Thomas was not related to W. D. 
Thomas of the Sun.
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at par value, in order to assist him and his family.” x 

After keeping the paper for a year, Garver leased

it to John L. Dunn on April 1, 1911. Dunn was a Demo

crat and had formerly managed Democratic newspapers in 

Callaway towns of Guthrie and New Bloomfield, but in this 

instance he was to run the paper as a Republican sheet 

while Garver remained as president of the company. This 

was an interesting situation at the time —  a Democrat 

editing a Republican newspaper for a Republican editor and 

as a Republican paper I

This uncomfortable situation did not last long, 

however. Colonel Ed H. Smith, an experienced newspaperman 

originally from Kansas City but more recently from Chula, 

Missouri, took over editorship of the newspaper on March 8 , 

1912.63 Garver set out to make Smith’s job a little eas

ier by moving the plant into the first floor of a building 

owned by Grant, just east of the Court House, and by add

ing newer and more modern equipment, to change, perhaps, 

the waning luck of the Journal.

Two new Gorden presses were purchased. A paper 

cutter, typographical numbering machines and new type were 

added.64 The entire expense was not borne alone by Garver.

61 Ibid., July 15, 1919

62 Ibid., April 1, 1911

6 3 ibid., March 8, 1912
6 4  Ibid.
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Newspaper owners were required by a federal law to list 

all persons having an Interest, and the men owning some 

stock in 1912 were A. V. Dorries and Otto H. Wolz, both of 
6 5 Fulton; and L. 0. Thompson of New Bloomfield. y

In one of the more interesting moves since the paper 

was established, another Garver, William L., a former So

cialist candidate for Governor of Missouri, bought the 

Journal and became editor on January 24, 1 9 1 3 Smith 

left Fulton to engage in a daily newspaper business in 

Jefferson City. Garver, who was nominated for Governor in 

the 1904 election, changed the name of the paper to Calla

way County Journal in order, no doubt, to give it the ap

pearance of a fresh start. In politics it was listed as 

independent, giving Garver full opportunity to espouse his 

socialistic ideals. While he was publisher he continued 

to contribute regularly to liberal periodicals and from 

time to time lectured on socialism.!

From this point forward, as if it had not already 

been happening, swift changes were made in the managership 

and ownership of the paper. As stated earlier, no doubt 

each new owner felt he had the right formula for making 

the Journal pay, and although there are no figures to sub-

65 University Missourian, November 26, 1912.

66 Fulton Journal, January 24, 1913; and Jefferson 
City Democratic Tribune, January 14, 1913.
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stantiate this, more than one editor found he had left his 

life savings in ’’that dirty little print shop.”

Garver kept the Journal only a few months, owing to 

the illness of his wife. His time had to be divided be

tween Fulton and Independence, Missouri, where she was un

dergoing medical treatment. Under these circumstances he 

could not do justice to his newspaper, so on May 9, 1913, 

he left 0. M. (Brick) McCoy as manager in his absence.

Garver returned on June 6, 1913, and again took 

AR 
over the newspaper.0 0 But he kept it only one week, imme

diately selling it to George Thomas Patton of St. Joseph, 

Missouri. Patton, who was described as a "practical 

printer and experienced [newspaperman],” again changed the 

69 
newspaper's politics, this time to Democratic. 7

With Patton as owner, once more McCoy took over man

agership and he made the paper independent.7 0 Its motto 

became "Hew to the Line, Let the Chips Fall Where They 

May,” which, taking all the recent changes into account, 

seemed appropriate.

6? Callaway County Journal, May 9, 1913*

68 ibid., June 6, 1913. It is not know if the two 
Garvers were related.

6 9  Ibid., June 13, 1913.

7 0 Ibid., January 17, 1914.

At about this time the paper began to run a serial 

entitled, "Molly McDonald, a Tale of the Old Frontier," by
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Randall Parrish. This fascinating story was featured on 

the front page in an attempt to gain readers. It continued 

for more than twenty chapters and gave appearances of 

never coming to its end. Fortunately for the readers, it 

did.

In May of 1914 M. B. Royer leased the paper for two 

years from P atton,but kept it only two weeks and on May 

22 Charles J. Warren became manager and publisher.72 He 

kept it throughout the summer and H. B. Garver again be

came owner on September 11, Warren staying on as city edi

tor . 73

Laird Simons became editor and publisher on January 

1, 1915, as the Journal entered the last year of its 

life. On July 2, 1915, George H. Iseminger bought con

trol from Simons.75 Iseminger, as editor and publisher, 

attempted to broaden its scope by promoting the Journal as 

’’The Only Republican Newspaper Published in the County and 

This End of the Congressional District.”

A later article in the Journal said that when Ise

minger came to Fulton to bid for the Journal, two Demo-

71 Ibid., May 8, 1914.

72 Ibid., May 22, 1914.

73 Ibid., September 11, 1914.

74 ibid., January 1, 1915•

75 Ibid., July 2, 1915.
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crats, both in better financial shape than Iseminger, were 

seeking the paper. But Simons was so anxious to keep the 

paper Republican that he sold it to Iseminger.

The Journal continued to be published until October 

31, 1915, when the files end. It is known the paper 

"breathed its last” sometime in 1915, and the writer feels 

certain there were no more issues after October 31.

The Journal had a successor, the Fulton Weekly 

Times, which began in 1916. This story will be covered in 

the following chapter, however.

Thus ended the Journal. In less than twenty-five 

years the Journal changed ownership fifteen times; in its 

last two years, it changed eight times! In politics, it 

was just as fickle. The paper went from Republican to Re

publican by a Democrat, to Independent, to Democratic, to 

Independent, and finally back to Republican.

In the discussions of newspapers of this period, 

three daily editions were attempted —  the Daily Telegraph 

in November, 1886; the Dally Sun in March, 1888, and the 

Daily Gazette in November, 1891. But these were not the 

first. The first was a paper which preceded the Daily 

Telegraph by a month; it was the Fulton Evening World, 

published late in September of 1886.7$

The publisher was C. Frank Craigo and the editor

76 Jefferson City Daily Tribune, October 1, 1886.
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was J. Davis Orear, formerly associated with a newspaper 

at Rich Hill, Missouri.

In welcoming this new paper, the Jefferson City 

Daily Tribune said:

The Daily Evening World, published at Fulton by 
C. Frank Craigo, is a neat, newsy sheet, and de
serves the most liberal support of the citizens of 
the asylum town. This is Callaway county’s first 
daily paper and Mr. Craigo certainly deserves suc
cess for his enterprise. Mr. J. D. Orear, late of 
Rich Hill, Mo., is connected with the editorial 
department of the paper.77

The paper was not a success and barely made it 

through the first year. On January 14, 1887, in a very 

amusing article, it announced that the paper had ’’burst a 

hame string” and the World had come to an end.

The Gazette caught this article and reprinted it 

for its readers in a weekly edition, but just before it 

went to press, the World suddenly sprang to life and an

nounced it was going to attempt publishing again at a re

duced rate of $1 a year in an effort to attract more sub

scribers. However, this new announcement came too late 

for the Gazette to change its story. The World accused 

the Gazette of trying to undermine it, while the latter 

paper claimed it had made an honest mistake and apologized 

for any ill feeling it had caused.'7® This, no doubt, pro-

77 ibid.

78 Fulton Gazette, January 21, 1887 - January 28, 
1887.
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vided interesting reading for the people of Fulton.

The original announcement by the World in announ

cing its end is reprinted in full:

FELLOW CITIZENS AND BELOVED COMPANIONS:— When we 
started the World we promised you it should not 
come to an end unless we burst a hame string. We 
take our pen in hand to let you know the hame string 
is burst— so are we. Our employees have the impu
dence to insist that we pay them every month, which 
amounts to $200 and are unwilling to give us any 
time to collect up or make the money. They were 
bent on having it at the end of each month, and you 
know how difficult it is for a boy with a hole in 
his stocking to make $200 at the end of each month. 
We found we could not do it, even by working nights, 
so we concluded to decline their kind invitation 
and bring the World to a close with this issue. 
Several good friends have told us that there was 
money in it— and they did not lie, either. There 
is more in it than we can ever get out. We put in 
$6,000 in cash and $000,000 in hard work, and we 
can lick the white-livered Annanias that says there 
was never anything in it.

All having bills against the World will please 
present them to C. F. Craigo, who will act as funeral 
director.

The editorial club moulder, who has partly moulded 
public opinion with a pair of shears for the past 
four months, is now open for engagements and can be 
found sitting on the rooster cut, while one of the 
impulsive compositors can be found peacefully nurs
ing his young Democrat, while his wife goes to church 
with a rich uncle. We hope that no one will have 
the unkindness to intimate we have grown rich by this 
failure. Such a declaration would be likely to star
tle our neighbors, who supported us and give them 
the hysterics. ’’Truth crushed to earth-- .” But no 
matter— we can bear it. 79

The publishers of the World at the same time were 

issuing a four-page weekly edition which came out on Thurs

79 ibid., January 21, 1887.
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days. The same office also published a monthly periodical 

80 
called New Moon.

After his first bad luck, C. Frank Craigo tried in 

1889 to publish another paper. This was The Globe, but it 

met with the same fate as the first. Research has re

vealed that it was Republican in politics and its editor 

was Howard Sutherland. The only information to be found, 

with the exception of a listing in the George P. Rowell 

directory, was a small notice from the Jefferson City 

Daily Tribune in October, 1889, which stated only that "Mr. 

Howard Sutherland, a talented young writer, is conducting 

the Fulton Globe.

Still another paper that had a short life was The 

Twentieth Century, published on Tuesday as a supplement 

to the Fulton Sun. Its editor was W. D. Thomas and it ap

parently began January 1, 1901. Its last issue was pub

lished August 28, 1903. It lived, then, only a year and a 

half.

Although The Twentieth Century was subheaded “Tues

day’s Fulton Sun,” it was nevertheless distinct from the 

Sun. It was not a newspaper as such, but a specialized 

journal, ’’Devoted to Home, Church and State.”

80 George P. Rowell & Company, American Newspaper 
Directory (New York: Published by the authors, 1887).

Jefferson City Daily Tribune, October 2, 1889. 

$2 The Twentieth Century, August 28, 1903.
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It contained columns for children, for homemakers 

and young girls. There were many short social notes, such 

as, ’’Mrs. Clara Henderson is visiting her sister in 

Auxvasse this week.’’ Short stories, especially ’’the whole

some kind for the whole family,” were printed regularly 

and quite often news stories and other features were used.

In attempting to build up interest in the paper, 

Thomas requested that people send in hints to be used which 

might be of interest to others.

We desire to make the TWENTIETH CENTURY a wel
comed guest and valuable helper in every Callaway 
household. It is our aim to make this publication 
useful and to that end we invite the mothers and 
daughters to offer suggestions for our guidance 
and to send in any communication that will be help
ful to others.°3

When Thomas made a trip to South America in March, 

1903, he sent back weekly dispatches which were printed in 

the paper. The first week he told of his bad crossing and 

the second week he wrote back to reassure the Fulton women 

that they were still the prettiest in the world.

Originally an eight-page tabloid, it was reduced to 

four pages somewhat later and finally died August 28, 1903

There is a reference to a Fulton Daily News, a tab

loid published by the John B. Williams Company in 1898 and 

1899, but nothing further has been discovered on this. It 

may have been published for a short time in conjunction

83 ibid., September 9, 1902.
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with the Telegraph.84

This chapter, then, has covered eight newspapers 

over a thirty-two year period —  from 1883 to 191$. In 

the early part of this period journalism was still very 

young, but by the end, newer and more modern methods were 

being discovered and journalism was truly growing up.

84 News story in the Fulton Sun-Gazette, no date.



CHAPTER VII

THE SUN-GAZETTE EMERGES: 1915 TO i960

This chapter, covering the period from 1915 to i960, 

brings the history of newspapers in Fulton up to date. 

This history, however, could have just as readily been 

stopped in 1927, the date of the Sun and Gazette merger. 

Since that date no great changes have been made in the op

eration of the newspaper to merit much study.

The Johnston family, operating under the name of 

’’The Sun Publishing Company,” has continued control and 

today is headed by a third generation of newspaper editors 

and publishers.

Highlights of the forty-five-year period will be 

brought to light, including the starting of a successor to 

the Journal; a second, and this time successful, attempt 

of a daily Gazette; a detailed study of the Sun-Gazette, 

its present operation and some mention of Churchill-Truman 

Day, celebrated in 1946 in Fulton when the former prime 

minister of England made his now famous "Iron Curtain 

Speech” at Westminster College.

The last issue of the Callaway County Journal on 

record at the State Historical Library in Columbia is 

dated October 31» 1915. It was on this date that the old 

Journal died, but was revived again not more than six
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weeks later as the Fulton Weekly Times.

In bold type next to the name plate were the words, 

“An Independent Newspaper.

The first copy of only a few on record is numbered 

in the first volume, twelfth issue, and dated March 2, 

1916. This would make the first publication date December 

16, 1915, provided the printer remembered to change the 

number with each issue.

It was a four-page paper with seven columns on each 

page and was published every Thursday by ’’The Times Pub

lishing Company.” The front page carried a standard col

umn of social notices, ’’Little Personal Items of Interest/ 

Gathered Here, There for our Readers.”

A. B. Palmer, the first editor, stayed with the pa

per until March 30, 1916, when he was replaced by T. J. 

Carter.2

Since the newspaper was independent and this was an 

election year, each week it carried stories and pictures 

of all major candidates running for office, both locally 

and nationally.

The policy of the Times was clear-cut. It was to 

be strictly independent and largely political. It was in

dependent in that it was not restricted to the candidates

1 Fulton Weekly Times, March 2, 1916.

2 Ibid., March 30, 1916.
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of any one party, yet political in that it supported can

didates of its choice, regardless of their affiliation. 

In the following announcement the editor clearly states 

the paper’s policy:

The political policy of the Times is Independent. 
We are doing our very best to treat both parties—  
Democrats and Republicans— the same. If we deem it 
good policy to criticize a Republican candidate we 
will do so, and likewise a Democrat. We will not 
sit idly by and say nothing if we conscientiously 
believe that any one candidate is not fit for the 
office which he seeks. We, this week returned to a 
Republican candidate for Governor a check for $2?.00 
which he sent us in payment for a two-column write
up to be run in the Times. . . .3

The editor said his newspaper was quite successful.

On June 6, 1916, it advertised a circulation of 4,200 

readers— a figure somewhat difficult to believe since the 

1920 population of Fulton was not more than 5,600. In 

those days there were no audit counts of circulation and 

one had only the word of the publisher.

In a later article, the paper boasted that it had 

"added $880 worth of material, and increased the weekly 

payroll from $5*00 for the first issue to $52.00. "Our 

May gross income was $721.50 and June started out even bet

ter," it announced.

The last issue of the Times available is dated June 

29, 1916. It is conceivable that the paper stopped on

3 Ibid., June 6, 1916.

4 Ibid.
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this date or lived until the November election and died 

suddenly afterwards, as often happened to many newspapers 

of this era.

The Fulton Gazette, owned and operated by Ovid K. 

Bell, became a daily for the second time in its life, the 

first being an unsuccessful attempt by James I. Nichols in 

November, 1891, when he established the Daily Gazette 

Bell called his paper the Evening Gazette and it was de

signed to be a companion to the weekly Fulton Gazette.

Postal cards announcing the paper were first sent 

out to weekly subscribers and the initial public announce

ment was made March 23, 1916:

THE EVENING GAZETTE

will make its first appearance next Monday after
noon. A great many subscriptions have already been 
received, people saying that they want to be sub
scribers for the first issue. . . . Indications are, 
that it will be a great success from the first day.°

Bell said the daily edition would ’’contain the 

county news just like the weekly paper has, and it is go

ing to have something in it every day for both town and 

county folks.

The paper was first issued on March 27, 1916, and 

the following week the weekly Gazette in an editorial said

See pages 109-111.

6 Fulton Gazette, March 23, 1916.

7 Ibid.
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the postal regulations forbade it to send sample copies, 

but if people would write a postal card requesting copies, 
o

they would be sent for a week free of any charge.0

The Evening Gazette was a success, due, no doubt, 

to Bell's usual expert handling. It lived for eleven 

years, until Bell sold both his papers to the Sun in 1927.

On the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Gazette,

Ovid Bell, in writing of his work as the editor, said, 

". . .No other work attracts me. No other field interests 

me. God permitting, my last day's work will be in Fulton 

on The Gazette."9

His tone was certain and definite. Yet only nine 

months later the announcement was made that the Gazette 

had been sold to the Johnstons, who would merge the two 

newspapers on January 1, 1927.^°

The statement made by Bell contained many interest

ing and Important points. It is reprinted in full:

ANNOUNCEMENT

I have sold the Evening Gazette and the Fulton 
Gazette to Messrs. J. W., George P. and Virgil A. 
Johnston, who on January 1, 1927, will merge The 
Gazette with their own publications— the Fulton 
Daily Sun and the Missouri Telegraph. Until the 
time of consolidation, The Gazette will be issued 
as usual.

8 Ibid., April 6, 1916.

9 Ibid., March 26, 1926.

10 Ovid Bell, Jr. told the writer that the deal was 
consummated in ninety days.________________________________
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With The Gazette publications go the web press 
on which they are printed, the newspaper part of 
the equipment of The Gazette plant and the good 
will of the two newspapers. All subscriptions to 
the daily and weekly editions of The Gazette will 
be filled out by the new owners.

I retain the remainder of the equipment of The 
Gazette plant and The Gazette building, and after 
January 1 will be engaged only in the printing busi
ness, which will be operated as The Ovid Bell Press. 
A large amount of new equipment for the printing 
establishment has been ordered, and more will be 
bought in the near future.

The time had come in the history of The Gazette 
when it was too large an institution for one man to 
conduct, and when the Messrs. Johnston made a gen
erous offer for the newspaper part of the property, 
I accepted it. Thus Fulton, at the beginning of 
the New Year, will be a one newspaper town, as are 
Hannibal, Kirksville, Moberly, Marshall, Warrens
burg, Maryville and Cape Girardeau. This, I think, 
will be good for Fulton, and good also for the own
ers of the city’s only newspaper.

The Gazette has contracts for printing six maga
zines, all of which are published in other cities. 
In the last year a considerable book printing busi
ness has been developed, and there are immediately 
in sight four large jobs of this character for 1927* 
The office for many years has enjoyed a large brief 
printing business from St. Louis and many of the 
smaller cities of the state, and has recently been 
awarded the brief printing of several large corpora
tions that have much litigation in the courts. This, 
and similar work, form by far the larger part of the 
gross business of The Gazette as now constituted. 
All of this business remains mine; and also the lino
types, cylinder and platen presses, and other machin
ery and equipment required to handle it.

Nearly all the mechanical force of the present 
Gazette organization, including W. Claude Brown, 
the superintendent, will continue with The Ovid Bell 
Press, and Miss Grace Patton, who has been city edi
tor of the paper since World War days, will have 
charge of the books and office detail under the new 
order. I deeply regret that the nature of the busi
ness will be such that I can not retain every member 
of the present efficient organization.
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Considered from the standpoint of pay roll, The 
Gazette as now organized is the third largest indus
try in Fulton, and the largest industry in the town 
that has never asked aught from city or county on 
any other than a fair competitive basis. I have de
rived great satisfaction from this fact, and hope in 
the years that remain to me I may be able to enlarge 
both plant and business and contribute even more to 
the prosperity of Fulton.

I bespeak for the Messrs. Johnston the good will 
and kindly favor that has been shown me through the 
more than a quarter of a century I have owned The 
Gazette. I trust that The Gazette’s advertisers and 
subscribers will be as generous and loyal in their 
patronage of the city’s only newspaper as they have 
been to The Gazette. The Messrs. Johnston are exper
ienced newspapermen; they will have the plant and 
the organization to give the city a newspaper such 
as it deserves, and given the support they ought to 
receive, I am sure they will do it. It is my wish 
that their hopes and ambitions may be realized and 
that the merging of the city’s two newspapers may 
be a material benefit to Fulton.

Ovid Bell1 1

The Sun had been published on the second floor of a 

building on Fifth Street, since torn down, and now the 

site of a gasoline station. The acquisition of the Duplex 

web press necessitated larger quarters and the Sun office 

was moved to an empty storeroom on West Fifth Street, now 

a grocery story. Bell kept his building until 1937, using 

it as the site for his new printing establishment. Then 

he sold it to the Johnstons, who moved the Sun-Gazette 

back to the original quarters of the Gazette. Meanwhile, 

Bell had built a new building on Highway for his Ovid 

Bell Press.12

11 Fulton Gazette, December 23, 1926.

12 Personal interviews with Ovid Bell, Jr., and
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Bell developed a profitable business as a printer 

and on his death in 1953 his son, Ovid, Jr., took over and 

has since operated the business. The Ovid Bell Press to

day prints thirty magazines, some books, mostly of a med

ical and scientific nature, and employs about 75 full-time 

persons.^ Its largest job is probably the printing of 

the Royal Arch Mason. a quarterly with about 104,000 inter

national circulation. Also printed are four state medical 

magazines, numerous social fraternity publications, and 

trade publications.^4

The new owners of the Sun-Gazette were James W. 

Johnston, a veteran of more than fifty-five years’ work on 

newspapers when he bought the Gazette, and his two sons, 

George P. Johnston and Virgil A. Johnston, the latter a 

younger son who had been associated with the paper as a 

linotype operator and advertising manager before he was 

taken into the business.

In their opening statement as publishers of the 

Sun-Gazette, the Johnstons showed that they realized their 

responsibilities as publishers of the only newspaper in 

the city. Their statement in part reads:

V. A. Johnston, Jr., Fulton, Missouri, October 12, i960.

13 Interview with Ovid Bell, Jr., October 12, i960.

1 4 Ibid.
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. . . The fact that after seventeen years in the 
town we have invested largely in the purchase of 
the Gazette rather than to sell to others, who 
wanted to consolidate the two papers, and were 
willing to pay a fair price for our business, 
shows that we still have great faith in Fulton and 
Callaway County. . . .

. . .  We will have experienced reporters gathering 
the local news, and will have a news service furn
ishing the important news of the day from over the 
world and the markets will be given every day from 
St. Louis and Chicago.15

J. W. Johnston and his sons continued to publish
16 

the Sun-Gazette until his death on April 7? 1939• At 

that time, George P. Johnston took over the brunt of the 

duties.

George P. Johnston had grown up in his father’s 

newspaper offices and spent two years at the University of 

Missouri. He made an exceptional name for himself as Sun

Gazette editor, and was president of the Missouri Associ

ated Dailies in 1935, of the Central Missouri Press Asso

ciation in 1946, and of the Missouri Press Association In 

1947. He died on January 7, 1949.^^

Virgil A. Johnston, the youngest son of J. W., main

tained the newspaper until he was joined by his two sons,

15 Fujton Sun-Gazette, January 1, 1927. See full 

reprint of salutatory in Appendix.

16 “Fulton Editor Dies,” Missouri Press News, VI 
(April, 1939), 1.

17 ’’George P. Johnston.” Missouri Historical Review 
XLIII (April, 1949), 308. """ ... .... ......
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Virgil A. Johnston, Jr., who originally went into the news 

department, and W. K., who worked in the mechanical de

partment but left after three years. Today the news side 

is actively directed by V. A. Johnston, Jr.

The paper is published by the Sun Publishing Com

pany, composed of Virgil A., Virgil A., Jr., and Mrs. 

George P. Johnston.

The first circulation records list 2,697 subscribers 

for 1928. Since that time the average circulation has 

grown slowly and even declined between the years 1952 to 

1955. In I960, thirty-three years since the newspaper was 

established, circulation is 4,350, according to the pub

lishers' last sworn report.^

Today the Sun-Gazette employs twenty-one full-time 

people, not including part-time help. Major department 

heads on the newspaper are as follows:

General Manager —  Virgil A. Johnston, Jr.

Business Manager —  Rose Henage

Advertising Director —  Virgil A. Johnston, Sr. 

General Advertising Director —  R. 0. Winter 

Circulation Manager —  Gretchen Nichols

18 Personal interview with V. A. Johnston, Jr., 
Fulton, Missouri, October 12, i960. Biographical material 
concerning the Johnstons will be found in the preceding 
chapter.

See the year-by-year report of Sun-Gazette cir
culation in Table IV.
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TABLE IV

AVERAGE CIRCULATION OF FULTON SUN-GAZETTE, 1927-1960

Year Circulation : Year Circulation

1927 no records kept 1944 3,112

1928 2,697 1945 3,477

1929 * 1946 3,924

1930 2,715 1947 4,030

1931 2,585 1948 4,041

1932 2,617 1949 4,067

1933 2,480 1950 4,014

1934 2,484 1951 4,016

1935 2,525 1952 3,969

1936 2,628 1953 3,911

1937 2,684 1954 3,903

1938 2,607 1955 3,294

1939 2,490 1956 4,214

1940 2,570 1957 4,294

1941 2,745 1958 4,317

1942 2,975 1959 4,311

1943 3,025 I960 4,350

SOURCE: N. W. Ayer directory for these years.

* Records not available.
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City Editor —  Jack Webb

Amusements, Books —  Ronnelle Brooks

Auto —  Virgil A. Johnston, Jr.

Columnist —  Jack Webb

Editor of Editorial Page and Writer —  Virgil A.

Johnston, Jr.

Farm —  Jack Webb

Food —  Ronnelle Brooks

Photography Department Manager —  Thomas Potts 

Sports —  Ken Love

Mechanical Superintendent —  George C. Robertson. v  

Display advertising was accepted for the front page 

until recently, according to V. A. Jr. It was stopped only 

’’four or five years ago” and this probably gives the Sun

Gazette the distinction of being one of the last dailies 

in Missouri to print advertisements on the front page.^l

The weekly Telegraph, which had been published s-ince 

1909 as a companion to the Daily Sun, was retained and 

served the same purpose for the Sun-Gazette. The Tele

graph consisted of reprints of the major local stories of 

the week and was published for the benefit of long-time 

Fulton and Callaway County residents who had since moved

2 0  Editor & Publisher International Yearbook, i960 
(New York: The Editor & Publisher Company, 19o0), pp. 152
153. ' ‘

Personal interview with V. A. Johnston, Jr., Ful
ton, Missouri, October 12, i960.
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away, but who still enjoyed an interest in their former 

home town.

Circulation was only 465 and because most subscri

bers lived far away, the selling of local advertising was 

almost an impossibility. The paper did not make money and 

was stopped on October 15, 1956, after notices had been

22 
sent out to all subscribers. This ended the 101-year 

history of the Telegraph.

A coverage of newspaper history in Fulton is not 

complete without some mention of the visit of Prime Minis

ter Winston Churchill of England, himself a former news

paperman, and Harry S. Truman, President of the United 

States, in March, 1946.

This was an historic occasion, not only for little 

Fulton and Callaway County, but for the world as well. It 

was at Westminster College that Churchill made his now 

famous "Iron Curtain speech" in which he warned the free 

world of the impending Soviet threat.

Churchill was invited by the president of the 

school, Dr. Franc L. McCluer, and the school's board of 

trustees, to speak at Westminster as part of the Green 

Foundation Lecture Series. The invitation was sent to 

President Truman who endorsed it and sent it to Churchill, 

who accepted. The two distinguished gentlemen were to

22 ibid.
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come to Fulton where the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws 

would be conferred on both, and Churchill would make a 

major address. 3̂

The visit was first announced in a front-page story 

in the Sun-Gazette on December 19, 1945, and after that 

hardly anything else was discussed. The date for the visit 

z 24 
was March 5, 1946.

Special committees were set up to make arrangements 

for the thousands of visitors in Fulton, including the 

press, radio, and special dignitaries. The talk was to be 

given in the Westminster gymnasium which held only 2,600 

persons. Requests for these seats numbered over 26,000, 

but by a strict priority system, they were given out by 

the committee.2^

In honor of the visit, the Sun-Gazette published a 

special edition called the "C-T Day Edition."^ It was a 

sixteen-page newspaper in three sections and most of the 

stories concerned the visit in some way. There were stor

ies dealing with the history of Fulton and those comparing 

the “Kingdom of Callaway” to the kingdom from which Chur

chill came. One story told of the last time the area was

23 Fulton Sun-Gazette. December 19. 1945 to March 6. 
1946. ------------------

24 ibid.

25 Ibid.

26 Fulton Sun-Gazette. C-T Day edition, March 5, 
1946. See illustration on page 147.
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D A Y  FULTON DAILY SUN-GAZETTE
Volume 59 16 Pages Fulton, Missouri, Churchill-Truman Day Tuesday, March 5, 1946 SEC A 10c THE COPY Number 54

CHURCHILL-TRUMAN PARADE AT NOON TODAY
5 0 0  G u ar d s me n ,  5 0  Hi g h w ay  
P at r o l me n  A r e  He r e ;  C o mp l e t e  
P r e s s - R ad i o  C o v e r ag e  O f  E v e n t

Th e  F o u r t h  R e g i me n t  o f  t h e  M i s s o u r i  S t at e  G u ar d

r w t  t r af f i c  i t  i n  I i u i n d l e  t h e  c r o w d  d u r i n g  t h e  U b u r v h i l l -

1 7 6  s t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t  i o n s ,  an d  o t h e r s  ar e  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  
p ar k i n g  o f  t r a f f i c .

S t at e  G u ar d  me d i c al  c o r p s ,  w h o  I L  M c C l u c r .  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
ar e  man n i n g  e me r g e n c y  f i r s t  ai d  s c h o o l ,  an d  h i s  as s i s t an t s  h av e  
s t at i o n .  Th e i r  amb u l an c e ,  ar e  mad e  al l  o f  t h e  ar r an g e me n t ,  f o r  av ai l ab l e ,  an d  g u ar d s me n  h av e  ( | < P  u c t u al  p n > g r am  an d  t h e  
b e e n  e o u u i i v - d  u n h  _ _ _  . . .  .

w i t h  e ac h  o t h e r  an d  t h e i r  g e n 
e r al  h e ad q u ar t e r s .

i n  F u l t o n  an d  t h e  n e i g h b o r i n g

1  a m i n  J c f f e r ao n  C i t y .
’  Th e  g y mn as i u m h as  b e e n  c o n 

v e r t e d  i n t o  a l e c t u r e  h al l ,  w i t h
1  ap p r o x i mat e l y  2 8 0 0  s e at s  f o r

Th e s e  me n  w e r e  c al l e d  In  t o  
s u p p l e me n t  t h e  c i t y ’ s  r e g u l ar  
p o l i c e  f o r c e  o f  s e v e n  me n .  an d  
C ap t .  D u n e an  an d  C o l .  F ar r e l l  
ar e  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  c o o r d i 
n at e  t h e  t r af f i c  c o n t r o l  w o r k .  I

g u e s t s  h av i n g  b e e n  i n s t al l e d .  
P r o v i s i o n s  h av e  al s o  b e e n  mad e  
i o  p r o v i d e  r o o m f o r  1 0 0  n e w s 
p ap e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s .  t h e  n e w s -

r ap h e r s  an d  t h e  r ad i o  p e o p l e .

g y mn as i u m.  an d

P r e s i d e n t  A n d  B r i t i s h  L e ad e r

mi l e  | > a r u d e  w i l l  s t ar t  o n  Hi g h w ay  5 4  at  t h e  s o u t h  c i t y

P r e s i d e n t  Har r y  K .  Tr u mn u  mi d  W i i i s t o n  C h u r c h i l l .  
G r an t  B r i t ai n ' s  W ar t i m e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  t i r e  t o  ar r i v e

Th e  | N i r ad e ,  af t e r  w i n d i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f
F u l t o n ,  w i l l  e n d  n t  t i n -  W e s t mi n s t e r  c amp u s  mi d  at  1

1 P . M .
A t  3 : 3 0

Th e  p r v s f d v n f h d  p ar t v ,  w h i c h  ab an d o n e d  [ d an s  t n

G o v e r n o r  P h i l  M .  D o n n e l l y  o f  M i s s o u r i ,  an d  me mb e r *

A f t e r  a s h o r t  p ar ad e  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t at e ' s  c ap i t al

t ’ l u e r  h o me  o n  t h e  c amp u s .  O t h e r s  w h o  w i l l  at t e n d  t h e

A l t f o r  t h e  II e n d  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  r ad i o  
W M g P M t o l  A n o t h e r  p l at f o r m

. - f o r  t h e  mo t i o n  p i c t u r e  c ame r a-
c i al  ar r an g e me n t s  c o mmi t t e e .  , T" ' n
w h i c h  h as  h ad  t h e  c o o p e r at i o n  I P u b l i c  A d d r e s s  S y s t e m
• f  c i t y ,  c o l l e g e  an d  c o u n t y  o f -  A  t w o - w ay  p u b l i c  ad d r e s s

Churchill R ated  B y D eaf A s 
S ig nmak er O f T he Century

INFORMATION AND
FIRST AID STATIONS

Five Have Been Set 
Up In Fulton By The

T od ay' s Prog ram 
I n B rief

A t  3  o ' c l o c k  t h e  p r o c e s s i o n  t - » t h e  g y mn as i u m,  c o n 
v e r t e d  i n t o  n  l e c t u r e  h u l l  w i t h  2 6 6 0  s c n l s — ai l  o f  t h e m r e  
s e r v e d — w i l l  In - g i n .  F r o m t h e  M e C In e r  h o me  t h e  P r c n i -

l a Tr u man  L  In g l e ,  s u p e r i n t e n d -  e n d  S w o p e  C h ap e l ,  l o c at e d  J u s t

I P ar ad e — S t arts 12  3 0  m " , " n r ' , l X  u c ml e mi c  r o l k - n ,  w i l l  s t ar t  t h e i r  mn n - h  t o  t h e  
an d  c o v e r s  t w o  an d  a h al f  mi l e । K y mt u i k i u m n e x t  d o o r .  A l  t h e  k ame  t i me  t h e  r o b e d  b o ar d  

(  h u m h e r  f W  f ' n mw s . e e .  r o u t e  o v e r  f o l l o w i n g  s t r e e t s :  “ 1 1 , 1  f * ‘ " < > l l y  me t n l k - r k  w i l l  s t ar t  f r o m t h e  ad l l l i n i k t r at i o n  _ _ _ _ _  e - Hl g i i w ay  *<  ( f r o m t h * s o u t h :  »o .  b u i l d i n g  an d  t h e  t w o  I i - -  ■>  t E i l U M e l  at  t h e  e n t r an e < » t o  t h e  
To  p r o v i d e  ad d i t i o n al  s af e t y  r i , , h  s t r e e t :  F i f t h  t o  ' C o u r t ; 1  g y mn as i u m.

f e at u r e s  ( o r  t h e  d ay .  t h e  C h am-  C o u r t  t o  S i x t h .  S i x t h  t o  Hi g h w ay  '  F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h av e  Ik TII g i v e n  t i c k e t s  t o  t h e  g v m-  
b e r  o f  C o mme r c e ' s  c o mmi t t e e  o n  M  ( M ar k e l ) ;  north o n  h i g h w ay  an d  c l l i i | M *l - t h e  p r o g r am i s  t o  I M * c ar r i e d  t o  t h ear r an g e me n t s  h as  ac t  u n  l o f n r .  t o  Te n t h .  Te n t h  t o  C o u r t ;  C o u r t  i  .  ,  _ _  . . .  -  .  . . .  .  .

f i f t h

h av e

mi l  t h e  o r g an  mu s i c  f r o m t h e  
c h ap e l  t o  b e  p i p e d  t o  t h e  au d i -

" N o  o n e  e v e r  ap p l i e d  t h e  l an -

P u b l i c  ad d r e s s
ap p r o p r i at e  t i me .  C h u r c h i l l  u s e d  t h e  ' V  s i g n

s y s t e ms  h av e  t h e  r al l y i n g  s y mb o l  o f  u n d y i n g
b e e n  i n s t al l e d  at  D u l an y  A u d i -  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Hi t l e r ' s  d r e am o f  
l o r i u m al  W i l l i am W o o d s  C o l -  w o r l d  c o n q u e s t . "  M r .  C o at s

20,000 Wanted Seats, 
2,600 Received Them

M o r e  t h an  2 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  
as k e d  t o  s e e  W i n s t o n  C h u r c h -

mat i o n  an d  f i r s t  ai d  s t at l o n a t o  *°  S e v e n t h ;  S e v e n t h  t o  W e s t -  
( s e r v e  t h e  p u b l i c  t o d ay .  mi n s t e r  c amp u s

Th e  c o mmi t t e e ' s  g e n e r al  h e ad -  1 - aM e h e o a —  Tl w  P r e s i d e n t ,  
q u ar t e r s  Is  l o c at e d  h i  t h e  C al l a-  ; C h u r c h i l l  an d  o t h e r s  g u e s t s  at

c h a| M - l  o v e r  a p u b l i c  ad d r e s s

A t  o ' c l o c k  P r e s i d e n t  Tr u man  w i l l  i n t r o d u c e
w ay  B an k  an n e x .  7  E as t  F i f t h  D r  • i n d  M r s  M c C l u e r ’ s  h o me  o n  M r .  I ' In i l ' c h i l l ,  w h o  w i l l  H| N - n k  f o r  4 5  mi n u t e s .  Hi s  ad d r e s s  
s t r c c t l  d i r e c t l y  ac r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  c o l l e g e  c amp u s  at  I o e k i c k  „ | | |  ; M .  l i r u ad c n ai  b y  al l  maj o r  b l TM i d c l l M i t l g  n e t w o r k s
f r o m t h e  c o u r t h o u ae ) ,  an d  It * l u n c h e o n .

c e n t e r  o f  1  h e  p o l i c e  an d  me d i c al  ( C h r i s t i an .  P r e s b y t e r i an .  M e t h -  s p ar k e d  t h e  r e s i s t an c e  mo v e 
u n i t s .  an d  f i v e  i n f o r mat i o n  at a-  o d i s t  an d  B ap t i s t )  w h e r e  t h e  me n t  In  c o n q u e r e d  E u r o p e  Th e  
t i o n s  h av e  b e e n  s e t  u p  p u b l i c  , may  h e ar  t h e  p r o g r am:  v e r s at i l e  an d  s h ar p  mi n d  o f

A n e me r g < n e y  me d i c al  e n t e r .  »H' I » " b u l l  h o r n  "  s p e ak e r  h as  C h u r c h i l l  r e al i ze d  w h at  e d u c a-  
w h i c h  w i l l  i n c l u d e  an  o p e r at i n g  l - V ' n  i n s t al l e d  at o p  t h e  c o u r t  t o r s  o t  t h e  d e af  h av e  l o n g  
b o o m h as  al s o  l i e  n  e s t ab l i s h e d  h o u s e  s o  t h at  t h o s e  l e f t  o n  t h e  k n o w n :  Th at  a s i g n  l a t h e  s h o r t -

mi n s t e r  C o l l e g e  t o d ay .

c i t y  t h e  c o l l e g e  g y mn as i u m

2 0 0 4
an d  II n i i l i i l a- r  o f  i n d e i M M i d e n t  s t al l . i n s .  N | M - e i n l  p u b l i c  ad  
d r e «« < < p i i p m< - u i  h a* In - o n  n e t  u p  i n  v ar i o u s  p o i n t s  i n  
F i l l i o n  M I t h at  t h o s e  w h o  < l o  n o t  h av e  M - S II S  i n s i d e  t h e

A l l  s t r e e t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c i t y ,  s t r e e t s  may  h e ar ,  
w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  F i f t h  Th e  g y mn as i u i

e s t  d i s t an c e  t o  t h e  h u man  mi n d .

t h e  v i s i t i n g  d i g n i t ar i e s — M r .  
C h u r c h i l l  an d  P r e s i d e n t  Har -

A n d  —  i f  f amo u s  p e o p l e

t e l e p h o n e  N o .  2 0 0 8
O t h e r  i n f o r mat i o n  an d  f i r s t  

ai d  s t at i o n s  an d  t h e i r  p h o n e  
n u mb e r s :  .

N o .  2 — C i t y  Hal l .  F o u r t h  an d

mc r ai  He ad  . . . . . . . . -  ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . —  > - ™ w n i  - - - - -  - - •  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
In f o r mat i o n  T r u m «"  3  3 0 ;  C h u r c h i l l  t o  h u l l  o r  c h a| s - l  may  h e ar  ( l i u r c l n l l .
N o .  1 .  w i t h  • P e ak  r ° r  4 5  mi n u t e s  A d mi s s i o n  D u r i n g  t h e  p r o g r am i n  t h e  g y mn as i u m,  h o n o r ar y

t i c k e t  o n l y

r o o m an d  t h e r e  W e s t e r n  b e  s ai d  t o  h av e  p l ay e d  n o  s mal l

t h r e at  t o  c i v i l i zat i o n  i n  mo d e r n

o f  t h p  d ay ' s  ac t i v i t i e s .  To  man ,

as s i g n e d  4 0  o p e r at o r s  an d  1 0  l i g h t  o f  h i s t o r y  s h o u l d
b r o u g h t  o u t .  It  i s  d o u b t f u l  i f  

* C h u r c h i l l  w as  aw ar e  t h at  In  u a-

l u s t r i o u s  g r o u p  o f  M i s s o u r i 
an s ,  f r i e n d s ,  al u mn i  an d  s t u 
d e n t s  o f  F u l t o n ' s  " b i g  l i t t l e  
c o l l e g e . "

W i t h i n  an  h o u r  af t e r  t h e

N o . b u i l d i n g

s p e ak e r s  t o  c ar r y  C h u r c h i l l  ad 
d r e s s  t o  S w o p e  C h ap e l  o n  W e s t 
mi n s t e r  c amp u s  ( ad mi s s i o n  t o

C o u r t  an d  F i f t h ,  2 0 0 1  
N o ,  4 — L o g  c ab i n  ( d i r e c t l y  

n o r t h  F u l t o n  Th e at e r ) ,  C o u r t

s t at i o n

l i mi t s ,  2 0 1 0 ,  
E me r g e n c y  h o s p i t al  an d  o p -

d e n t  an d  ( ' h u r c h i l l  b y  W e s t mi n s t e r .  Th e s e  w i l l  IM * p r o  t . . .  I l -  l l - . *< l  '  —
A d mi s s i o n  t o  t h e  W e s t mi n s t c t

l an y  A u d i t o r i u m.  W i l l i am W o o d s

( C h r i s t i an

A f t e r  t h e  p r o g r am,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  C h u r c h i l l  an d  
o t h e r s  w h o  t i r e  c o mi n g  h e r e  f r o m W n ah i n g t o n  w i t h  t h e m
w i l l  r e mi i i n  M t  t h e  M c C h l e r  h o me  f o r  a b u f f e t  s u p | s - r .  
Th e y  w i l l  l e av e  at  6 : 3 0  f o r  J e f f e r s o n  C i t y  t o  Imar d  t h e  

M e t h o d i s t ,  P r e s b y t e r i an ) ,  o p e n  p। r e , s i - d - - e - n : . t . i .a. . l   t r . .a. . i . n . . . . . . M . . . r . . . .  . . T. . . r . u . . m. . . .a. . n . .  . . .i s . .  . . . t . o .   g o  t — o   C - o . . l . u . . m. . . h . — u a,
t o  p u b l i c ;  t o  b u l l  h o r n "  ap e ak -  ’ ’ h i o ,  w h e r e  h e  i s  t o  ad d r e s s  a e h i i r e h  me e t i n g  ami  M r .

f ac i l i t i e s
t i c k e t s  b e g an  p o u r i n g  i n  f r o m 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n at i o n .  B u t  a

»r  e as t  r o o m ar e  l o c at e d  t ab l e s  । J e e t e d  h i ms e l f  i n t o  a mi n o r  b u t  
an d  t y p e w r i t e r s  f o r  t h e  c o r r e -  f as c i n at i n g  In t e r n at i o n al  d r ama

au t o mo b i l e s .  I f  t h i s  d o e s  o t h e r  s t af f  me mb e r s .

•miguage ne launcnea we era oi
e d u c at i o n  o t  t h e  d e al  i n  A me r  Hourly Bus Service

( ■■■■I

In v i t e d  t o  h e ar  W i n s t o n  C h u r c h 
Il l  s p e ak  at  t h e  G r e e n  F o u n d s -

e e s n ml t t e c  o n  f e e d i n g .  L u n c h e s  an d  3 2  o t  t h e  U n i t e d  N at i o n s  n e c t l c u t  mi n i s t e r ,  Th o mas  Ho p -  
ar e  b e i n g  s e r v e d  i n  al l  F u l t o n  I Th e s e  f l ag s  w e r e  s u p p l i e d  t o  k i n s  G aU s u d e t .  W i t h  t h e  s i l e n t

e r  at o p  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  i n  t h e  C h u r c h i l l  i s  t o  n n - o m| mn y  h i m.  Th c v  w i l l  g o  f r o m C o -  
I b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  l u mb n s  t o  W as h i n g t o n .  ’

T h e  p l an s ,  h ad  c al l e d  f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i al
J e f f e r s o n  C i t y ,  w l ^ ' r e "  I t w y w ' m ^ * ^ '  r n i ®  < "  M i k k o u r i ,  l an d i n g  at  a
a a _ _ .  .  .  ( ’ ( ‘ l i t  TH I M l K HO l i r i  R i m n r l  n l an u  mm s . zw x l l mr l

Parenta Of War-Dead 
Invited To Lecture

l o s t  t h e i r  Il v e s  d u r i n g

DIGNITARIES TO BE
' ON THE PLATFORM j

c e n t r al  M i aao n r i  ai r p o r t .  T I M M M * p l an * w e r e  c an c e l l e d ,  
h o w e v e r ,  w h e n  i t  w aa d i k c o v e r e d  t h at  Hi e  n e ar e s t  ai n i o r t  
t h at  c o u l d  h e  u s e d  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  ' a p l an e ,  t h e  “ S ac r e d  

I C o w , ”  w as  a t w o - h o u r  d r i v e t f r o m  F u l t o n .  Th i s  w o u l d
- - - - - - - - -  I h av e  n e c e s s i t at e s !  an  e ar l y - m o r n i n g  d c | i ar t u r s >  f r o m 

, ******* W as h i n g t o n ,  as  w e l l  as  c r e at i n g  l e i i s i o n  c o i H- c r n i i i g  t h e  
w m  V o * n d ^ t i ^ 1  V  o r r y i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  s c h e d u l e  o n  t l i e  s e t  h o u r .

W e s t mi n s t e r  t h i a af t e r n o o n  i n - .  I f  t h e  • p  l an e  t r i p■  l u t d  l a- w - - n -   m- - - a- - d - e - ,   t h -  e  r p W r e s - i - d - - e - - n - - t - i a- - l
e l u d e ;  p s r t y  w o u l d  h av e  g o n e  f r o m h e r e  t o  M e x i c o ,  2 5  mi l e s

P r e s i d e n t  Har r y  8 .  Tr u man ,  n o r t h  o f  F u l t o n  t o  b e  t h e  o v e r n i g h t  g u e s t s  o f  A l i e n  P .  
t e r me r  B r i t M i  P r i me  M i n i s t e r  G r e e n ,  mi l l i o n ai r e  b r i c k  man u f ac t u r e r .  Th i s  v i s i t ,  h o w -  

P h i l ^ To ai f  " e r ’  W ”  a , , , e e l l « 1  w h e "  u  d < *i < t e d  t o  c o me  b y  t r ai n .MCI lust Governor m il M Don .... , .. , , ------- ----------- ----------n e l l y  o f  M l w o u r t  D r .  W i l l i am B .  . . .  V *  ‘ , r *T n  F o u n d at i o n  l e c t u r e  w h i c h  M r .  C h u r c h i l l  
L amp e  o f  8 1 .  L o u i s ,  mo d e r at o r  w , “  d e l i v e r  t h i s  af t e r n o o n  w as  e s t ab l i s h e d  i n  1 9 3 7  b v
a* t h * U n i t e d  S t at e s  P r e s b y t e r i an  , -N —r * .•  J o h n  -F -i-n--d--l -e Jy   —G r e e n  o f  HL  L o u i s ,  as - - - - - - - - - - - - '  1  'v .  u v u o ,  . *  a me mo r i al  t o

h e r ^ h u s b an d ,  a g r ad u at e  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  i n  t h e  c l as s  o f

Th e  d e e d  o f  g i f t  p r o v i d e * f o r  l e c t u r e * d e *i g n *< l  t o  
p r o mo t e  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s t an d i n g  n f  t h e  i n t e r n at i o n al ,  e c o 
n o mi c  an d  s o c i al  p r o b l e ms .  M m .  G r e e n  p r o v i d e d  4 3 0 , 0 0 0  
f o r  t h e  f o u n d at i o n ,  b u t  n o n e  o f  t h e  mo n e y  w i l l  b e  s p e n t  
t o  p ay  M r .  C h u r c h i l l  f o r  d e l i v e r i n g  h i e  ad d r e s s .  Th e  
f amo u s  B r i t i s h  s t at e s man  h as  ad v i s e d  D r .  M e C l u e r  t h at  
h e  c o n s i d e r * h i * v i s i t  h e r e  a c o u r t e s y  t o  P r e s i d e n t  T r u 
man ,  w h o  e n d o r s e d  W e s t m i n s t e r ’ s  i n v i t at i o n  l as t  O o -

? 7 * n  1 , < ” , n d a t i o n .  t h o u g h  ■ r e l at i v e l y  n e w l y  
M t aHi ah e d  In h u m f o u n d at i o n ,  b aa at t ai n e d  a w i d e  r e p u 
t at i o n .  S i n c e  i t  w aa f o u n d e d  ae v e r al  me n  o f  i n t e r n at i o n al  
r e p u t at i o n  h av e  ap p e ar e d  at  t h e  c o l l e g e .  Th i a y e ar ’ a p r o  
g r am i s  t h e  f i r s t  s i n c e  t h e  s t ar t  o f  t h e  w ar ,  an d  w i t h  
b o t h  t l i e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t at e * an d  M r .  C h u r 
c h i l l  h e r e ,  i t  u  b y  f ar  t h e  mo s t  o u t s t an d i n g  e v e r  h e l d .

Figure 3. Page one of Sun-Gazette C-T Day edition.
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visited by an important person —  in 1875 when Jefferson 

Davis, former president of the Confederate States, spoke 

at a large picnic before thousands who had come by horse 

and buggy to see him.

There were biographies of Churchill and Truman, and 

other stories dealt with Westminster College, its history 

and present activities.

After the speech the Sun-Gazette, in true New York 

Times* style, reprinted the entire text of Churchill’s 

talk.

March 5» 1946, was truly one of the most important 

days for Fulton, Missouri, and the whole world as well.

This chapter completes the history of newspapers in 

Fulton, capital of the “Kingdom of Callaway.” Chapter VIII 

will deal with the history of newspapers in the remainder 

of the county.



CHAPTER VIII

CALLAWAY COUNTY NEWSPAPERS OUTSIDE FULTON

Research shows evidences of at least eighteen news

papers having been started outside Fulton within Callaway- 

County. Of this original number, only two papers are 

still being published, the Auxvasse Review and the Mokane 

Missourian.

Cedar City has had six newspapers; Mokane, three; 

Guthrie, two; Portland, two; Auxvasse, two; New Bloomfield, 

Tebbets and Concord, one each.

The first paper published was the Cedar City Clar

ion, begun in 1872, considerably after the first Fulton 

newspaper in 1839* The great majority of the papers, how

ever, were started in the latter part of the nineteenth 

century. Eight of the eighteen had their beginning be

tween 1894 and 1900, probably because during this period 

the smaller towns experienced their most prosperous era.

In reading this chapter one will observe that the 

same editor might direct three or four different publica

tions in the county at various periods in his life. In 

most cases these newspapers lived for only a short time 

and the papers were bought and sold with such frequency 

that it was often difficult to follow the line of owner

ship of a particular publication. An editor might buy a
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paper in one community, keep it a year, then sell it and 

buy another in a neighboring community. Many of the names 

will be noted as having been associated with other papers 

and many of the editors later went into Fulton where they 

either edited or assisted in editing newspapers.

The various communities will be studied individually, 

although in some cases they will be taken as two where it 

will facilitate the narrative.

Auxvasse

Auxvasse is the only existing community in the nor

thern part of the county to have a newspaper. Situated on 

Highway 54- about thirteen miles north of Fulton, it has 

divided loyalties since it is only a few miles from the 

Audrain County line and the city of Mexico.

Two newspapers are known to have been published in 

the community.

The Auxvasse Review was begun in February, 1888, and 

has continued to the present. The Auxvasse Optic was be

gun eleven years later, in 1899, but lived less than a 

year.

The Optic was edited and published by S. A. Wilson1 

and made its debut in Auxvasse on Friday, September 22, 

1899*2  It lived only eight months and died because of

2 Auxvasse Review, September 29, 1899■

1 N .  W. Ayer & Son, American Newspaper Annual, 1900.
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lack of support from the townspeople. In an announcement 

telling of its demise, a Jefferson City newspaper said, 

"It was a good country paper, but subscribers were too 

scarce and business too dull to support it."$ There are 

no circulation figures available or any existing copies of 

the paper.

The Review, on the other hand, was born February 24, 

1888,4  and has been published continuously for 72 years as 

a weekly and has remained in the same family for the last 

58 years.

3 Jefferson City Missouri State Times, March 12, 
1900.

4  Auxvasse Review, February 25, 1898. Files in the 
Newspaper Library of the Missouri Historical Library in 
Columbia show the founding date as. February 1, 1888, but 
this is in error.

5 Ibid., September 27, 1889.

The paper was founded by Lloyd T. King, who was 

also its editor. It was "A Paper Published for the People” 

and has never strayed from its original Democratic polit

ical affiliation.

King retained the paper slightly more than a year, 

selling it to W. D. Thomas on September 27, 1889. "Our 

reason for disposing of the REVIEW," King announced, "is 

on account of our continued poor health and we feel that 

it will be to the advantage of our subscribers as well as 

a benefit to us to sell."^
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Thomas, who was born not far from Auxvasse and who 

later became editor of the Fulton Sun, said the following 

in his salutatory:

We are proud of our city. Auxvasse is growing 
and fed as it is by the best agricultural region in 
the state, built up and managed by business men with 
enterprise and grit and possessing that valuable 
quality— back bone— there is no reason why Auxvasse 
may not rival, or even surpass, her neighboring 
towns. We hail the day as not far distant, when 
by the vim and enterprise of our citizens, the hum 
of machinery and the factory whistle will make music 
for those who are fortunate enough to be in our 
midst.

'•Worth and merit" is the standard by which the 
American people measure any work— that the REVIEW 
be measured by that standard, is the kindly wish of 
the editor.$

Unfortunately Auxvasse was never able to measure up 

to the expectations of Thomas. It has remained stable in 

population and today has only slightly more than 600 peo

ple.

Thomas published the Review for six years until 

1895* At one time he was joined by a man named Hale who 

bought a half interest in January, 1890, but after a few 

weeks left Thomas again the sole publisher.'7

6 Ibid.

7 Ibid., January 9, 1890.
I 8 Ibid., September 5, 1895*________________________

On September 5, 1895, it was announced that Thomas 

had leased the Review office to his brother, J. R. Thomas, 

who was a printer and had purchased a controlling interest
Q 

in the Fulton Sun.
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J. R. Thomas continued as editor with Sam M. Turner 

as local editor for only five weeks, selling the paper to 

John B. Harris on October 3» Harris took over the follow

ing week.

Harris retained editorship with Turner as assistant 

for six years until he was elected steward of the School 

for the Deaf and left the newspaper business in January, 

1901.9 He later went into politics and became probate 

judge of Callaway County.

Leasing the paper to Turner, who had stayed with 

him in the capacity of foreman and associate editor for 

three and a half years, Harris said in introducing him:

[He] is well and favorably known by nearly all 
the readers of the Review. He is honest, sober, 
industrious, and his eight or ten years experience 
in the newspaper business fits him in a peculiar 
manner for the duties which now devolve upon him, 
and I place the Review in his hands with full confi
dence that he will wholly maintain the high standard 
to which I have tried to keep, but will raise even 
higher as the years roll by and new opportunities 
present themselves.1 0

9 Ibid., January 14, 1901.

!0 Ibid.

When Turner took over the Review, its circulation 

was around 500. It stayed near this figure much of the 

time, reaching a peak of 800 in 1903 under the editorship 

of Zed Hook.

Zadok Walter Hook became editor of the Review in

February, 1902, leasing it from Harris for a two-year per-



154

iod.H He was so successful that he took up the lease af

ter one year.

The newspaper has remained in the hands of the Hook 

family since that date and is now published by Zed's son, 

Clayton H. Hook, and his wife, Dula.

When Zed Hook took control of the Review in 1902 he 

had been living in Fulton and was engaged in newspaper 

work there. He was born May 3? 1850, near Fulton. At the 

age of 15 he moved to Fulton and worked on the Missouri 

Telegraph as a printer. Later, as a co-publisher with 

three others, he started the Saturday Evening Sharpshooter, 

a short-lived newspaper in Fulton, and afterwards worked 

for various papers in Fulton as a local editor. He was 51 

years old when he became publisher of the Review. He died 

in Auxvasse, April 15, 1928.

His salutatory was not as idealistic as the one of 

Thomas. Hook realized the components of a good newspaper 

and went ahead to build a good country weekly. His open

ing statement said, in part:

The best index to a live town is its newspaper. 
If the paper is filled with live local news and 
catchy advertisements, it tells the people in other 
parts of the world that the town where it is printed 
is a live, progressive town.

It will be our aim to give the people a clean 
and newsy paper and with your assistance we can and

11 Ibid., February 2, 1902.

12 "Zadok Walter Hook." Missouri Historical Review. 
XXII (July, 1928), 567-568. ' --------- --- ---  I



155

will make the REVIEW one of the best local papers in 
Callaway County. We have had experience in newspa
per work dating back thirty six years, and if that 
counts for anything, the REVIEW will be the crowning 
success that it should be. 13

The Review was a popular newspaper while Zed Hook 

was editor. He was described as a little man who always 

had witty comments in his newspapers. An example of this 

is the story concerning the building of Highway 40. When 

the new highway was being planned there arose a great dis

pute between Mexico and Fulton as to which one should get 

the benefit of the highway. Hook, whose town of Auxvasse 

was lying almost in the middle on Highway 54, satirized 

the entire controversy by calling it, “Fifty-four, Forty 

AND FIGHT!”1 4

13 Auxvasse Review, February 2, 1902.

14 Personal interview, Mrs. Carl Lorenz, Columbia, 
Missouri, April 23, I960. The highway eventually was built 
seven miles north of Fulton.

The Auxvasse Review has changed little in the last 

few years. Now in its seventy-third volume, its circula

tion of around 650 is all mailed. The paper is dated on 

Wednesday and advertising, almost all local, is from 

Auxvasse, Mexico, and Fulton.

The paper is run entirely by Hook and his wife. He 

is an experienced printer and runs the Linotype machine 

and the Prouty Power Press, which can turn out 720 copies 

an hour. Mrs. Hook writes much of the news and handles



156

the business side of the Review. At least half their in

come is from job printing. Still in use in the plant is 

an old Washington Hand Press, the first press used on the 

paper, but now used only as a proof press.

Concord

Also in the northern part of the county and not very 

far from Auxvasse was Concord, a little community which 

has lost its post office and hence its identity. But be

fore the turn of the century, around the early 1880s, it 

had a newspaper called the Concord Observer, a unique 

sheet and almost a neighborhood newspaper. The town had 

not more than 150 population.

The Observer1s sole editor and proprietor was R. W. 

Fowler, who issued his paper at irregular intervals from a 

small hand press. The news of the community was recorded 

by Fowler, who presented it in a unique and pleasant man

ner.

A description in the History of Callaway County is 

the only source of information about the Observer:

The happenings, the sayings, and the doings of 
the neighborhood were faithfully garnered by this 
original chronicler, whose paper was always re
plete with wise and startling hits and felicitous 
inuendoes, touching the vulnerability of some one 
or more of his patrons. If there occurred a dance

15 Personal interviews with Clayton H. Hook, Aux
vasse, Missouri, April 24 and July 26, i960.



157

in the locality, a record of it was made in the 
Observer. If a wedding took place, the event was 
mentioned in recherche manner and the wedded pair 
elicited the warmest wishes for their future hap
piness. . . .16

Nothing further is known of the Observer or of 

Fowler or even of the town of Concord. Today, no map of 

Callaway County notes its existence. The residents of 

Concord were fortunate, though, in having the Observer, 

“for it, like the good mirror, reflected not only the re

doubtable editor’s views of matters and things, but reflec

ted as well on popular subjects, the will of the people.

Cedar City

Lying 25 miles southwest of Fulton, just opposite 

Jefferson City, is Cedar City. Six newspapers are known 

to have been published there at one time or another be

tween 1872 and 1914. Since the latter date, however, 

there is no record of any other paper being published.

The History of Callaway County, published in 1884, 

lists three newspapers as having existed up to that time.

The Cedar City Clarion was begun in 1872 by Emmons 

and Hatton. The Callaway Vindicator followed a year later

16 National Historical Company, History of Callaway 

County, p. 402.

1 7 Ibid.

18 ibid., p. 403.
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in 1873 and was published by John W. Patterson.-^ The 

Cedar City Gazette was published in 1875 by John Jackson. 

No doubt all of these newspapers were outgrowths of the 

original and all were begun when the preceding was ended, 

and published on the same press. All were Democratic in 

politics.

The Cedar City Chronicle was the first newspaper of 

any duration to be published in the town. It was begun in 

1894 —  almost twenty years after the Gazette was started 

—  and was published continuously until 1903 when it was 

merged with the Reporter to form the Chronicle-Reporter. 

The combined newspaper lived until 1914.

The Reporter was founded in 1899 by an unknown pub

lisher. Later R. R. Dunn became editor and publisher and 

on November 1, 1899, the newspaper was leased by Dunn to 

S. J. Hawker, formerly in charge of the mechanical depart

ment of the Chronicle, and 0. R. Chiles, who had been a 

partner with Dunn for several months. The plant was leased 

to Hawker and Chiles for one year.2®

In 1902, N. W. Ayer lists E. S. Link as editor of 

the Reporter, and Dunn and Stubblefield as publishers.

George P. Rowell & Company, American Newspaper 
Directory, calls the editor "John W. Pattison." It is not 
known which name is correct, but the writer is more in
clined to accept this spelling.

2 0 Cedar City Chronicle, November 9, 1899*
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Paid circulation for that year had dropped about one hun

dred under the previous year and was now 400.

Nothing is known of the Chronicle until 1899 when 

the first files are available. In November of that year 

the Chronicle was published by the Chronicle Publishing 

Company and edited by R. N. Payne.

On July 11, 1901, 0. R. Chiles joined Payne, serving 

as associate editor, and two years later the announcement 

was made that the Chronicle and Reporter "are now merged 

into one and the CHRONICLE-REPORTER starts life anew under 

different management.”2 2

21 Ibid., November 2, 1899.

22 Ibid., July 2, 1903.

23 Ibid.

The announcement went on to say:

R. Purl Craigo, editor of the Hartsburg Truth, 
has leased the plant of R. R. Dunn, the proprietor, 
and will continue business as heretofore.

The combined circulation of the CHRONICLE
REPORTER gives us the largest circulation of any 
paper in the county outside Fulton.

We shall at all times work for the upbuilding 
of Cedar City and Community, and earnestly solicit 
your aid in this work.23

The Chronicle-Reporter continued to function under 

this arrangement until November 26, 1903, when Dunn became 

editor as well as publisher. A few months later John L. 

Dunn became local editor and on March 3, 1904, Dunn retired
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from active newspaper work and leased the entire plant to 

Mitchell P. Fox, who was general editor, and John L. Dunn, 
pA 

who was to assist as local editor.

Dunn came out of retirement in May, 1904, but Fox 

soon took the paper back. He kept control until 1907 when 

C. E. Mattocks became editor under Dunn. In 1909, however, 

Mattocks bought control of the Chronicle-Reporter and edi

ted and published the paper for a year when W. W. Dann & 

Son bought it in 1910. This company kept it until 1912 

when William Field became editor and publisher. Field edi

ted it until it stopped publication sometime in 1914.

Guthrie

Two newspapers are known to have existed in Guthrie, 

a small community twelve miles southwest of Fulton.

The first was the Guthrie News, established by James 

26
W. Johnson in 1880. He published the paper for only a 

brief time in Guthrie and then moved it to Fulton where he 

established the Callaway Republican. It continued in Ful- 
27 

ton for a few months but died of non-support in May, 1883.

2 4 Ibid., March 3, 1904.

2$ From N. W. Ayer & Son, American Newspaper Annual, 
for those years mentioned.

26 From records in the Newspaper Library, Missouri 
State Historical Society, Columbia.

27 See pages 88-90 for an account of the Republican 
in Fulton.
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The other newspaper attempted in Guthrie was the 

Times, which was established in 1905 and lived for only a 

short time. John L. Dunn was the editor and publisher.°

Mokane and Tebbetts

These two towns are discussed together because 

their newspaper history is so intertwined that it is dif

ficult to separate them.

The first newspaper published in Mokane was the 

Herald in 1894. The editor and publisher was Frank G. 

Nichols, who as a young man established the paper in the 

spring of the year as Mokane was coming into prominence 

due to its recent acquisition of a switching point on the 

Missouri-Kansas Railroad. Nichols has said that ’’Herald 

is one of the prettiest names in the world for a news

paper. ”2$ He published and edited the paper until the fall 

of 1897 when it was sold to Homer Harris.3$

Meanwhile in Tebbetts, Dolor W. Herring established 

the Post on October 28, 1899. It was his first effort in 

newspapers. A Democrat personally, Herring ran the Post

2 $ From the files of Dr. William H. Taft, University 
of Missouri, Columbia.

29 Personal interview with Dr. Frank G. Nichols, 
Fulton, Missouri, October 12, i960. After his stint with 
the Herald, Nichols taught school for awhile, then became 
a medical physician. He is now retired at the age of 87.

30 ibid.
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as an independent newspaper.3^

In 1900 Herring bought the Mokane Herald and com

bined it with the Herald-Post. Later in the year, on Octo

ber 25, 1900, R. Earle Hodges of Mokane purchased the 

Herald-Post from Herring.-^2 Hodges ran the newspaper for 

35 years until his death on May 15, 1935.

During his tenure as editor, he was twice elected 

vice president of the Missouri Press Association, chosen 

as secretary of the Missouri Democratic Press Association, 

served two terms in the Missouri House of Representatives 

and during his second term was speaker pro tem.33

The name Herald-Post did not long remain, for on 

June 4, 1909, Hodges changed it to Missourian because, as 

he said, of "his pride in the good little city and the 

grand old state in which this paper is published."34 The 

date of the new christening was also significant because 

on this date the paper had completed fifteen years and was 

beginning volume sixteen.

Not long after, John Whyte, a printer in the Mis

sourian office and a close personal friend of the Hodges',

31 Tebbetts Post, October 28, 1899, in the office 
of the Mokane Missourian.

32 Personal interview, Richard T. Hodges, Mokane, 
Missouri, October 12, i960.

33 ibid.

34 Mokane Missourian, June 4, 1909.
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went to Tebbetts and established the Post again. Hodges 

bought up the Post and incorporated it into the Missourian. 

This was the second time he had bought a paper bearing the 

name Post.

The Missourian has been published continuously for 

sixty years by the Hodges family. When the senior Hodges 

died in 1935» his son, Richard T. Hodges, took over the ed

itorship of the newspaper and has maintained it since.

In 1954 Hodges erected a new building just off the 

main street in Mokane to house the printing plant which 

also includes a large amount of job equipment. The plant 

had previously been in a storeroom on the main street.

Today the Missourian is circulated to 661 persons, 

according to the publisher’s sworn statement in i960, and 

all is by mail in and around Mokane. At one time Hodges 

also printed the Ashland Bugle, the Tri-County Truth, and 

a shopper newspaper from Fulton. From 1937 to 1957 he 

published the New Bloomfield News as well.

In i960 the Missourian is only a sideline with 

Hodges. Fully nine-tenths of his income is from his job 

printing and he frankly admits the Missourian is not able 

to carry its own financial weight and often it is necessary 

to invest money from the job printing in the newspaper. 

He retains the newspaper primarily for sentimental reasons.

35 Personal interview, Richard T. Hodges, Mokane, 
Missouri, October 12, i960.
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New Bloomfield

The history of newspapers in New Bloomfield, as in 

Tebbetts and Portland, is partially tied to that of Mokane, 

since for twenty years the paper was printed by Richard T. 

Hodges of Mokane.

The New Bloomfield News was established in 1901 by 

R. N. Payne. It was at first a small newspaper of five 

columns, measuring only 12 by 20 inches; however, it had 

eight pages.

On May 19, 1904, it was sold to R. 0. Humphries and 

James Martin because "demands . . . are such as to compel 

the search for a larger business than that afforded here 

at this time."36

Shortly after that Martin left the paper and John 

L. Dunn came in to take charge of the mechanical depart

ment. On October 14, 1904, Mitchell P. Fox purchased the 

newspaper, but because he was currently connected with the 

Chronicle-Reporter in Cedar City, he leased it to Dunn.^^

By 1912 C. W. Longley was editor and publisher and 

he kept the News until January 4, 1917, when H. I. Nichols 

and 0. L. Stubblefield jointly bought it. During Longley’s 

tenure as editor, though, it should be noted that he tried

36 New Bloomfield News, May 19, 1904.

37 ibid., October 14, 1904.
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to build interest by monthly issuing ready-printed color 

comics and a supplement similar to those published in Sun

day newspapers today. On Christmas, the News issued an

other supplement which contained feature articles, recipes, 

games and puzzles for children.

In November, 1918, "Nichols & Son" became publish

ers; H. I. Nichols remained as editor. He continued as 

editor until December, 1932, when Herbert F. Rice took ovei 

the paper. Later in the year, Joy Nichols and Cary Fleming 

took over the now-bankrupt paper and announced, "We have 

bought the lease of the former publisher . . . which ex

pires on March 17, 1933, and will continue the publication 

of the paper in the same building. We will not be respon

sible for any debts incurred prior to our taking charge 

and will not be responsible to any obligation created prior 

to this time."3$

Nichols soon left the News and went to Lebanon 

where he worked on the Rustic-Republican. Clyde E. Hum

phrey became editor and co-publisher with Fleming.

On December 2, 1937, Richard T. Hodges of Mokane 

bought the News and commenced publishing it as a separate 

paper in his home town. At this time Humphrey announced 

that it was necessary for him to look after business inter

ests in Jefferson City and southern Missouri and in a

38 ibid., December 22, 1932.
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month he would assume managership of the Seymour Orchards 

at Doniphan.39

In taking over the News, Hodges announced:

It is our earnest desire to place The New Bloom
field News in the front ranks of Callaway County 
journalism and to do our part to make New Bloomfield 
and Callaway County in particular and the United 
States in general, a better place to live, and to 
the accomplishment of this desire we will direct our 
every effort.40

The News was taken to Mokane and published there 

continuously for twenty years until it was finally discon

tinued on October 10, 1957-

Portland

Two newspapers are known to have been started in 

Portland. The first was the Times in 1894 by Frank J. 

Nichols, who, while publishing the Herald in Mokane, simul-' 

taneously printed the Times for Portland residents and 

took copies there to be sold. This explains a listing in 

the N. W. Ayer directory for a Times-Herald in Mokane.

The Times lasted for two years and had a circulation 

between 250 and 400. Nichols has described it as "not 

much of a newspaper,” however.41

The second paper published in Portland was the

Ledger, founded in 1900 by Mattocks & Wilson. It did not

39 Ibid., December 2, 1937•

40 Ibid.

41 Personal interview with Frank J. Nichols, Fulton, 
Missouri, October 12, I960.__________________ _________________
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last more than two years.42

This completes the study of newspapers published 

outside Fulton in Callaway County. The writer does not 

propose that the newspapers discussed in this chapter were 

the only ones published in the county outside Fulton. The 

county is large and comprises a large area. More likely 

than not, there were others, but no evidence of them has 

been found. Further investigation into the possibility of 

other newspapers has been fruitless. If there were others 

it can be assumed they were of little consequence and 

lasted only a short time.

42 N .  W. Ayer & Son, American Newspaper Annual, 
1902 ed. '



CHAPTER IX

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION OF THE STUDY

The history of newspapers in Callaway County, Mis

souri, is old, dating to March 30? 1839? when Warren Wood

son, Jr., started the Banner of Liberty in Fulton. Since 

that date more than forty newspapers were founded at one 

time or another and today only three communities, Fulton, 

with a daily paper; Auxvasse and Mokane with weeklies, can 

claim a regular newspaper.

It has been an interesting study and it has been a 

worthwhile observation on the part of the writer.

In all probability, Callaway County, even with its 

unique Southern atmosphere, is not unlike many agricultural 

areas in this country.

In the early days a newspaper would spring up when

ever a town became prosperous or a man wanted his neigh

bors to feel the same way politically as he did. It did 

not take much to start a paper in those days. All that 

was needed was some second-hand type, an old hand press, 
! 

newsprint, a good mind and some curiosity.

Today the cost of starting even the smallest of 

newspapers is almost prohibitive and few persons will ven

ture it unless they are certain of success.
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Likewise, competition for the advertising dollar —  

the bread by which newspapers live —  has heightened and 

the small newspaper has had a difficult time to get its 

share of advertising with radio, television and the larger 

metropolitan newspapers also competing.

The day of the small newspaper has ended. Newspa

pers are forced to consolidate in self-defense. In Mis

souri alone, as of January 1, i960, there were only 312 

weeklies and semi-weeklies and 54 hometown dailies where 

there had been many, many more.^

It is unlikely that Callaway County, Missouri, or 

any similar county for that matter, will see the founding 

of more country newspapers.

People have gone into journalism for the same rea

son they have gone into medicine or the clergy, not to 

make money, but because of their love and dedication to 

the field. More publishers have lost money than have made 

money in country papers and as the editor of the Fulton 

Daily Evening World said in 1887, "Several good friends 

have told us, that there was money in it —  and they did 

not lie either. There is more money in it than we can 

ever get out.”

1 I960 Missouri Newspaper Directory (Columbia: Mis
souri Press Service, Inc., i960), p. 5. Since the publica
tion date, in fact, this number has decreased.

2 See page 129.
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But the history of newspapers in Callaway County 

has not ended. It will go on as long as a paper is pub

lished there —  as long as Fulton supplies the daily news 

to all parts of the county and as long as Mokane and Aux

vasse continue to issue their weekly editions.
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Ledger.” Unpublished Master's thesis, The Univer
sity of Missouri, Columbia, 1952.

F. PAMPHLETS AND PROCHURES

1957 City Directory Brochure. Fulton, Missouri: Chamber of 
Commerce, 1957.

Founder's Day Program brochure, Westminster College, Ful
ton, Missouri, 1959.

Fulton, Missouri: Past and Present Progress and Prosperity. 
Souvenir. Fulton, Missouri: Freeman Publishing Com
pany, n.d.

G. MISCELLANEOUS DATA

Historical clippings, files, and documents in the office 
of the Fulton Sun-Gazette, Fulton, Missouri.

Historical scrapbook, produced by the students of Clyde 
Burch, Fulton High School, Fulton, Missouri.

Personal files of newspapers and dates, Dr. William H. 
Taft, The University of Missouri, Columbia.

Scrapbook, containing clippings of a historical nature, at 
the Callaway Bank, Fulton, Missouri.

H. INTERVIEWS

Interviews with Ovid Bell, Fulton, Missouri, March 28 and 
October 12, i960.

Interview with Richard T. Hodges, Mokane, Missouri, October 
12, I960.
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Interviews with. Clayton H. Hook, Auxvasse, Missouri, April 
24 and July 26, i960.

Interviews with Virgil A. Johnston. Jr., Fulton, Missouri, 
March 28 and October 12, i960.

Interview with Mrs. Carl Lorenz, Columbia, Missouri, April 
23, I960.

Interview with Dr. Frank J. Nichols, Fulton, Missouri, 
October 12, I960.

Interviews with L. Mitchell White, Mexico, Missouri, April 
24 and July 26, i960.

Interview with Hugh P. Williamson, Fulton, Missouri, April 
24, I960.

Interview with Judge John Yates, Fulton, Missouri, July 26. 
I960.

Telephone interview with Mrs. Maggie Lamar, Fulton, Mis
souri, March 28, April 20 and July 26, i960.

I. NEWSPAPERS

Auxvasse Review, January 11, 1889-March 2?, 1891; May 7, 
1891-December 25, 1902; April, i960.

Banner of Liberty (Fulton), March 30, 1839; November 2, 
W39; January 11, 1840.

Boonville Weekly Advertiser, May 11, 1883; June 16, 190?.

Callaway County Journal (Fulton), January 1913-October, 
1915.

Cedar City Chronicle, November 2, 1899-July 9? 1903.

Cedar City Chronicle-Reporter, July 2, 1903-December 23, 
1906. '

Columbia Statesman, September 28, i860.

Fulton Daily Gazette, October 1, 1892.

Fulton Daily Sun, March 26, 1888-December 31, 1919; Janu
ary, 1922-December 31, 1926.
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Fulton Daily Sun-Gazette, January, 1929; December, 1945- 
March, 1946; March, 1960-October, I960.

Fulton Gazette, June 8, 1877-December 27, 1901; January 3, 
1902-December 25, 1926.

Fulton Journal, July 25, 1901-December 26, 1902; January 2< 
1904-December 13, 1906; January 5, 1907-October 31, 
1915.

Fulton Reformer, March 25, 1841.

Fulton Sun, (weekly), August 2, 1901-1904.

Fulton [Missouri] Telegraph, August 4, 1848-July 11, 1851; 
April 16, 1852-October 31, 1862; January 16, 1863- 
December 4, 1868; 1873-1888; January, 1907-1909; 
January 19, 1922; December, 1926-January, 1927; 
September-October, 1956.

Fulton Weekly T ime s, March 2, 1916-June 15, 1916.

Jefferson City Daily Capital News, May 21, 1941.

Jefferson City Daily Tribune, October 1, 1886; November 3, 
lS8^0ctober 2, 1889; November 10, 1891; July 20, 
1894.

Jefferson City Democratic Tribune, January 14, 1913*

Jefferson City Inquirer, February 3, 1842; April 14, 1853.

Jefferson City Jeffersonian Republic, April 18, 1840.

Jefferson City Metropolitan, December 25, 1849.

Jefferson City Missouri State Times, March 12, 1900.

Jefferson City Missouri State Tribune, November 21, 1899-

Jefferson City People1s Tribune, April 9, 1873.

Liberty Weekly Tribune, April 14, 1854; April 25, 1856; 
March 20, 1863.

Mexico Evening Ledger, November 22, 1940.

Missouri Argus, (St. Louis) April 12, 1839.

Mokane Herald-Post, July 26, 1901.
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Mokane Missourian, June 4, 1909; October, i960.

New Bloomfield News, June 19, 1903-June, 1905; July, 1912
1914; 1937; September-October, 1957.

St. Louis Daily Argus, September 8, 1840.

Tebbetts Post, October 28, 1899-1900.

The Twentieth Century (Fulton), January 7, 1902-August 28, 
1903.

University Missourian (Columbia), November 26, 1912.

Western Emigrant (Boonville), April 18, 1839.

Western Star, The (Fulton), March 16, 1844; March 26, 1845.
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APPENDIX A

PROSPECTUS OF THE BANNER OF LIBERTY (1839)

A weekly Newspaper published in the town of Fulton,Missouri

The utility of a well conducted Journal to a flour
ishing town and country, and its great influence in advan
cing the reputation of a community are acknowledged by all.

The editor will spare no pains to make the paper 
useful and interesting, and worthy of the attention and 
patronage of a generous and spirited people by whom it is 
confidently expected, it will be amply sustained.

It will embrace general intelligence, and will give 
information of all the prominent matters of interest and 
importance, touching the welfare and Prosperity of the 
State of Missouri, and of the whole nation. In these will 
be included the debates in Congress, and in our State 
Legislature, as far as the columns of the Journal, and ex
pediency will permit; together with the principal move
ments, on both sides of the two great, conflicting parties 
in politics, throughout the Union.

Living in a free land, and proud of breathing the 
spirit of our free institutions, the editor will have his 
opinions on the subject of politics, and in the capacity 
of a private citizen, on proper occasions, will express 
them; but in conducting his public Journal he will pursue 
a course like that of the faithful historian, and will 
make it the medium of intelligence with respect to both 
parties, without favor of affection, from the best docu
ments that can be procured.

The editor has adopted this course upon calm and 
deliberate reflection, and under full conviction of its 
utility and necessity. He feels sickened and disgusted 
with party political jealousies and animosities, which have 
been seen in many instances, casting aside all the decen
cies of social life, and withering the generous feelings 
of the human heart; but more than all, he feels deeply im
pressed with the importance of the forceful admonition, so 
affectionately and strongly urged on the American people,
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by Washington, the father of his country, in his farewell 
address. That admonition is, that the excesses of party 
spirit should be most vigilantly guarded against, as being 
dangerous to the liberties of the Union. The land is full 
of heated political papers, and the tide of party spirit 
runs high enough; hence there is no necessity for another 
paper of that stamp.

It will be in a great measure, devoted to agricul
ture, education, morals and literature; and to the promo
tion of that enlightened and manly character which forms 
the basis of our free institutions.

Particular attention will be paid to such matter as 
is calculated to improve and enliven the social circle, 
and to shed intelligence, interest and cheerfulness around 
the family hearth. We feel confident that our scheme will 
meet the approbation of the intelligent and virtuous, and 
to them we appeal, and on them we rely for the successful 
prosecution of the enterprise.

Mr. Elihu Ferry, a young man well qualified for the 
station, takes charge of the publishing department of the 
office.

The Banner of Liberty is published on an Imperial 
sheet, and is furnished at two dollars and fifty cents a 
year, payable within three months from the time of sub
scribing; or three dollars and fifty cents when payment is 
deferred beyond that time. Payment in advance is confi
dently expected, and much preferred. All friendly to the 
enterprise who will produce and forward the names of ten 
good subscribers, will confer a favor, and shall receive 
the paper for one year, free of charge.

All communications must be addressed to the under
signed, Fulton, Mo., post paid.

WARREN WOODSON, Jr.
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APPENDIX B

PROSPECTUS OF THE WESTERN STAR

1844

We have purchased the "Watchman” Press of the town 
of Fulton, and are just about to publish a paper here under 
the name of the WESTERN STAR.

In engageing f sic] in this enterprise we wish it 
distinctly understood, that we expect the support of the 
friends of liberal principles of all parties. The paper 
will be essentially Whig. We go for HARRY of the West as 
our next President. But whilst we thus openly declare our 
determinations as to the man for the Presidency, the col
umns of this paper shall be as open for decent Democratic 
publications as for publications of the same character frcni 
the Whigs or any other party; and so communications of a 
different character can have countenance. We shall be ex
tremely thankful to our friends for appropriate contribu
tions upon all interesting subjects; embracing politicks 
Fsic], morals, religion, agriculture, minerology, and 
every subject which can interest, and edify our patrons. 
Our intention is to make our paper interesting and instruc
tive. Give us the necessary patronage, and we will spare 
no labor to remunerate you for the expenditure.

THE WESTERN STAR will be published weekly on the 
same plan of the CALLAWAY WATCHMAN as to size— for one dol
lar and fifty cents in advance; two at the expiration of 
six months, and two dollars and fifty cents at the close 
of the year.

WILLIAM A. STEWART

Fulton, March 16, 1844.
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APPENDIX C

PROSPECTUS OF THE FULTON TELEGRAPH

1845

The undersigned having become the proprietors of 
the “WESTERN STAR," propose at the close of the present 
volume of that paper, (four numbers being requisite to 
complete it) issuing a new paper under the title of the 
"FULTON TELEGRAPH." In making this announcement they deem 
it necessary for the information of those whose patronage 
they solicit, to make an explicit though brief declaration 
of the course which as editors of a political journal they 
will pursue.

Towards those great measures of Public Policy which 
the Whig party have been so long struggling to establish—  
and too, with an ardor and devotion equalled only by their 
strong conviction of the justice of their cause— they will 
feel bound to render an unwavering support; entertaining 
the opinion which in all sincerity they do— that, upon 
these measures becoming a part of the permanent policy of 
the National Government, depend in a great degree, the con
tinued prosperity and happiness of the people of this 
Union. Whilst they would be ever true, ever faithful in 
the advocacy of those great principles which first called 
the Whig party into being, they will not be unmindful of 
the fact that to every American citizen the charter of our 
liberties has guaranteed freedom of opinion and of speech, 
hence their columns will at all times be open to fair and 
manly investigation, to be carried on with decent propri
ety .

The freedom of the Press is one of the most sacred 
rights secured to the American people; but when editors or 
correspondents stoop to any other than respectful language 
towards those who differ in opinion with them— when they 
use the Press as a channel, through which to pour abuse 
upon those who honestly oppose them, they pursue that 
course which if persisted in will evidently destroy this 
invaluable right.

As in politics, so in regard to communications and 
editorials on all other subjects— the editors are resolved 
and determined, to permit nothing to go to the public
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through the columns of their paper, either of a personal 
or sectarian character. They desire to impart useful in
formation— to lend their aid to every thing which is cal
culated to advance the public good— to spread the cement 
of peace, union and concord, and not seek to sever the 
bonds of society, by throwing firebrands in their midst.

With these as their prime objects they present them-, 
selves before the old subscribers of the "STAR1’ and the 
public generally, trusting that a liberal patronage will 
be awarded them. The editors promise on their part, that 
no means will be left untried, to realize the hope enter
tained by them, that at the close of the first year of 
their editorial career, every one will be willing to ac
knowledge that he received more than a fair equivalent for 
his money.

TERMS:— The paper will be of the same size of the 
’’STAR,” and will be published weekly, at the following 
prices: for 6 months at one dollar in advance, for twelve 
months at one dollar fifty cents in advance, two dollars 
if paid in six months or two dollars and fifty cents if 
paid at the end of the year.

RATES OF ADVERTISING

Each square of twelve lines or less first insertion 
one dollar, each continuance fifty cents. For announcing 
candidates for office three dollars. Advertisements not 
marked with the number of insertions will be continued un
til forbid and charged accordingly.

Letters addressed to the editors must be post paid 
or they will not be attended to.

JOHN B. DUNCAN
JAMES M. GOGGIN £ , a i w r s
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APPENDIX D

BILL OF SALE, WHITESIDE TO WILLIAMS

1850

Know all men by these presents that I James White- 
side of the county of Callaway and State of Missouri have 
this day for and in consideration of the sum of six hun
dred dollars to me in hand by John B. Williams the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged and confessed, bargained, 
sold and delivered and do by these presents, bargain, sell, 
convey and deliver into the said John B. Williams, his 
heirs and assigns, forever the printing press, type, cases 
and all the machinery belonging and appertaining to said 
press, which made up and composed the Printing establish
ment of the Fulton Telegraph, a newspaper published in 
said county of Callaway to have and to hold said property 
to said John B. Williams, his heirs and assigns forever 
the title to which is hereby warranted to be clear and in
disputable .

Given under my hand and seal

This February 11th, 1850.

James Whiteside
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APPENDIX E

BILL OF SALE, PARTNERSHIP, PROVINES TO WILLIAMS

1856

Know all men by these presents that I, John G. 
Provines, for and in consideration of the sum of eight 
hundred and twenty-five dollars to me in hand paid by John 
B. Williams, the receipt whereof is hereby confessed and 
acknowledged, have this day granted, bargained and sold 
and do hereby grant, bargain, sell, convey and deliver un
to the said John B. Williams a certain interest (to wit: 
one half) in the following described personal property, 
goods and chattels, to wit: the printing office the Mis
souri Telegraph heretofore published by John G. Provines, 
together with all the type, cases, stands, galleys and 
matters and things belonging and appertaining rightfully 
to the same and all the advertisements now in the paper to 
fall due hereafter and all subscriptions due from this 
date, excepting five bundles of paper now in the office.

Given under my hand and seal this 16th day of 
Setmer,. 1956.

Provines
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APPENDIX F

PROSPECTUS OF THE CALLAWAY GAZETTE

187 7

PROSPECTUS OF THE CALLAWAY GAZETTE

Published Every Friday Morning

At Fulton, Callaway County, Missouri,

The undersigned have established a newspaper to be known 
and published as above mentioned, which shall be devoted 
to the interests of Callaway county. When we say that the 
need of a

STERLING DEMOCRATIC PAPER,

Fearless in the advocacy of the Right, and unflinching in 
its denunciation of all Wrongs, Rings and Corruption, has 
long been felt, we believe we but echo the oft repeated 
sentiments of the majority of

The Citizens of Callaway County.

Believing this to be true, and encouraged by words of 
cheer from all parts of the county, we have undertaken 
this work, confidently expecting a very liberal share of 
your patronage.

This paper is devoted to Callaway; our motto is—

”Our County, Our State, Our Country.”

We shall be ever mindful that our County stands first. 
County matters, Agricultural and Mechanical, Political and 
social— News from all parts of the county, will be an 
especial feature and in addition, we propose keeping our 
readers thoroughly posted in regard to

BOTH STATE AND NATIONAL AFFAIRS.
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In the political affairs of our county, the GAZETTE shall 
be controlled by no cliques, and shall have no "Pets.” 
We shall advocate and oppose Principles, not Men.

’Personal Journalism'

with its accompanying bitterness and estrangements, shall 
have no place in our columns.

We call the attention of Merchants, Mechanics, Professional 
gentlemen and others, to the fact that the GAZETTE presents 
specirl [sic] inducements to advertisers. Every portion 
of a new paper is always closely scanned by hundreds of 
readers!

Terms of Subscription:

One copy, one year (in advance,).... $2.00

J. I. NICHOLS
N. D. THURMOND
JOHN J. RICE.



189

APPENDIX G

SALUTATORY OF FULTON DAILY SUN

1888

THE DAILY SUN starts upon its course to-day, resting upon 
its own intrinsic worth. It is not called into existence 
to ’’fill a long-felt want,” but as a legitimate enterprise 
to illustrate the advanced growth and liberal nature of 
modern journalism. It will not shine in borrowed light, 
but will endeavor to enlighten and enliven everything of a 
local nature within the narrow limits of Fulton, with its 
own original rays. Under experienced management, its lead
ing object will be to encourage and promote the material 
growth of Fulton and the welfare of its citizens without 
distinction of caste, color or condition. Every public 
interest will be discussed without fear, favor or affec
tion, and everything in which the welfare of the citizens 
of the entire community are involved will receive unpreju
diced attention. Fulton in its varied interests will be 
elaborately revealed to the country. Its many attractions 
so manifested as to induce immigration and prevent emigra
tion. All honorable enterprises will be encouraged and 
all weak, but useful and beneficial purposes stimulated. 
THE SUN will be Democratic in politics and will advocate 
the principles and measures of that party, but its chief 
aim will be to build up all those vital interests of a 
local and material nature that lie to near the prosperity 
of every citizen. It will endeavor to merit public patron
age by its disinterested and discriminating course, and by 
its devotion to local subjects, gain such a hold upon pub
lic favor, as to become a permanent fixture in the commun
ity. We invoke an open field and a fair trial, confident 
that by an honest, honorable and judicious course we can 
win our way to the highest success. The paper will be 
filled with the latest current news and occurences from 
State, County and City, presented in an attractive and 
readable form. The price is so cheap as to place it with
in the reach of every class of citizens, especially of 
those who are not able to take a metropolitan dally. In 
thought and language it will be so pure and in the narra
tion of daily events will be so bright and spicy as to be
come a necessity to your homes and business, and always 
find a cheerful welcome.



190

We are not a stranger in Fulton, although we have 
not made this place our permanent home for the past ten 
years; but have made it a point of duty to arrive here in 
time to cast our vote for the nominees of the Democratic 
party. We were born and raised here and consider ourself 
a native Callawegian.
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APPENDIX H

SALUTATORY OF THE FULTON SUN-GAZETTE

GREETINGS

We come to the Sun-Gazette readers today with a New 
Year’s greeting and a hope that this may be a good prosper
ous year for all of you.

To many of those who will receive this copy, we are 
comparatively strangers, because they have been reading 
the Gazette and have stood loyally by it. We hope that 
you will be just as loyal to the combined papers and we 
will try to justify that loyalty by giving you the best 
service it is possible for us to render.

To those new readers we will make this introductions 
The owners of the paper are a father and his two sons, all 
of whom are native Missourians. The senior member of the 
firm began his work in a newspaper office in Warrensburg 55 years ago. The sons have both been connected with the 
printing business since they were big enough to work in an 
office.

For more than seventeen years we have been publish
ing the Daily Sun and Telegraph in Fulton. In that time 
we have done all that we could for the progressive enter
prises that promised to aid the town and the county and 
will continue to do so.

The fact that after seventeen years in the town we 
have invested largely in the purchase of the Gazette rather 
than sell to others, who wanted to consolidate the two 
papers and were willing to pay a fair price for our busi
ness, shows, that we still have great faith in Fulton and 
Callaway county. While there have been discouraging fea
tures in the past year or two, we are certain the pendulum 
will swing back soon and both town and county will come 
through in good shape.

We would be glad to have our paper go into every 
home in the county. We will have experienced reporters 
gathering the local news, and will have a news service 
furnishing the important news of the day from over the
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world and the markets will be given every day from St. 
Louis and Chicago.

We will also have reporters in different parts of 
the county sending reports of the news in their localities 
and will be glad to receive news items from any part of 
Callaway at any time. If it is a matter of real importance 
we ask you to call us on the telephone, No. 122, or to 
write us if you are not coming to town.

We wish to thank the friends of the Sun for their 
favors, and patronage in the years we have been in business 
here. We appreciate the favors you have given us and hope 
to retain your patronage, goodwill and respect.

Again we wish you all many happy and prosperous 
years.
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