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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

During his newspaper career at McComb no man has
contributed more to the growth and upbuilding of Pike
County and South Missiselppl in general than has J.O.
Emmerich., He 1s endowed with a construotive and pro-
gressive mind, ceaseless energy, and a olear vislon on
all matters pertaining to the public welfare, What he
has contributed to, the progress of Miesissippl 1is of
inestimable value.l

Oliver Emmerich, editor and publisher of the MoCombdb

(Miss.) Enterprise-Journal, 1s recognized today as one of
Mississippi's most distinguished journalists. For more

than forty years; he has labored patiently, but diligently,
towards bullding his community into the social and economic

showplace of Mississippl.
Bill Dorr, former editor of Publishers' Auxiliary,

once wWrote of Emmerichi

Oliver Emmerich is not the type of newspaper editor
Milt Canniff would ohoose as the subject of a comic

8 trip .

Nor 18 he the type of newsman that dons a trench coat
and sets out in searoh of a Pulitzer Prize. Fos that
reason, prizes and fame have come slowly. . .

Emmerich is certalinly not a flamboyant sditor. His

particular success story might not be possible if he was.

1Editorial in the Jackson Daily News, March 28, 1956

28111 Dorr, "A Reluctant Prizewinner," Publishers'
Auxiliary, April 24, 1965, p. 6.




But any lack of fame Emmerich suffers at the national
level is more than offset by the respect and tribute he 1is
rald by his community.

Emmerich was in agriculture before becoming a jour=-
nalist. He received degrees in agriculture from Mississip-
pl Agricultural College {Mississippl State University) and
the University of Missourli, and began his career as a farm
agentv in Southwest Mississippl. He became a Journalist
in 1923 largely because he wanted to help the farmers of
his area and recognized the press as the most expedient
means for reaching the total area more quickly with his
farm programs and practices.

e ¢« « he heard about the 51-year-old Enterprise

being for sale. . . . He bought it and thus began a
career which any aspiring country newspaper editor
might emulate.

Mr. Emmerich soon made the weekly into a daily,

and later bought the McComb Journal and combined the
two papers. Community service was the cormerstone of
his business from the time his first edition rolled
off the press.

In his debut as a Jjournalist, Emmerich emphasized
his desire for a total community effort directed at improv-
ing the area's soclal and economic conditions. He wrote:

A newspaper is an institution. It can render a far

reaching influence. By nature of its position as
chronicler of events and ideals it can join hands with

3News story in the Christilan Sclience Monitor,
March 30, 1950.




4

Emmerich's achlevements in handling local problems
early in his career helped him to gain recognition and
Tespect throughout Mississippl, the South, and, to a lesser
degree, the Natlon. That respeot and recognition led to
greater involvement in state regional problems. His
activities ranged from serving as a director of the lew
Orleans branch of the Federal Reserve Bank in Atlanta to
years of service on the Board of Trustees of The Institu-
tions for Higher learning in Misslssippl. He adviged
numerous governors and was instrumental in developing part
of the state's present programs in agriculture. His
national recognition has been primarily in winning awards
for his local efforts. Sigma Delta Chi, national journal-
ism soclety for men, has recognized him more than once.
Freedom's ‘oundation at Valley Forge, Pennsylvanla, and
the Sidney Hillman 7oundation at Columbia Unlverslty have
pald tribute to his work. The National Editoriasl Associa-
tion and numerous agricultural organizations have also
honored him. He was one of three finalists for the
Pulitzer Prize for editorial writing in 1965.

Despite the awards and honors he has received,
Emmerich still finds his most cherished prize in his commu-
nity; a community at long last busy at work trying to catch
up with the more progressive areas of the country. The

community had long been dormant, but Emmerich never quit
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prodding the people to action through his editorial pages,

jand now he has finally begsun to see the long range results

of his efforts. Hils story is a continuing story as the
resources of Southwest Misslssippi are only beginning to

be fully explored by the people who live there.

Emmerich, like many American Journalists, has main~
tained a deep concern throughout his career for the prac-
tical exerclse of community servise Jjournalism, Whether
it is the recognition of the need for a charity program at
Christmas or the improvement of pasture lands to provide
grazing for better beef cattle, Emmerich has warked persis-
tently to serve his community.

Scholars and practitioners alike have spent many
hours disoussing the instrinsic value in performing commu-
nity service. Although they may use a different means for
defining the term, they have continued to recognize the
value in practiocally applying its theory.

Walter Williams, firet dean of the School of Jour-
nalism at the University of Missouri, reflected the concern
with the practical appllication of community service in his
famed "The Journalist's Creed.™ He wrote,"The supreme test
lof good Journalism is the measure of its community service.®
Likewise, James S, Copley, Chairman of Copley MNews-
Lapers has written:

A good newspaper serves a'. the esonscimnce of the




public. It reflects the imaze of its community
through. . « wise editorial counseling on commu-
nity projects and problems.

My kind of newspaper devotes 1ts most immedlat
interest, news and comment to the local community.

Copley noted that the good newspaper had to main-
taln & steadfast loyalty to its community while exercising
patience and tolerance of the community's actions and atti-
tudes in the hope of improving those actlons and attitudes
whenever and wherever possible. But his most vociferous
point concerned the responsibility of the newspaper to serw
as ", . . a bulwark against regimented thinklng."6

Emmerich faced varying forms of this reglimented
thinking in his community with each form most often mani-
festing 1tself in some form of community depression. To
offset thls negative spirit of thinking in his community,
Emmerich often resorted to the editorial campaign, provid-
ing a basis for discussing and explaining existing problems
and carefully measurinz the »nossible results of proposed
solutlions. Sometimes he would feel compelled to chastise
his readers when they became a little zealous in their dog-
matism. He once told them that "wlsdom is accompanied by

bumllity, not dogmatism."

5James S. Copley, "The Responsibility of the
Community Newspaper,® Seminar, December, 1966, p. 5.

6Ib1do s Po 6-




Soorates sald he was the smartest man in Athens
because he was the one person in Athens who realired
how 1little he knew.

Today, many people are 8o confident of thelr
opinions, that they can tolerate no differences of
view point.

We lay no olaim to editorial wisdom, But we do
seek to preserve a sense of editorial humility.

In an attempt to galn insight into the problems
of the hour, all of us should try to maintain an open
mlnd. L L] .,

But whatever the situation, Emmerioh sought to
maintaln cordlial relations with hls community in the hope
that by staying on communicative terms, he could still pro-
vide an open forum through his newspaper for the free ex-
pression of 1deas. Should the community lose its respect
for him, he felt the paper could not be as effective a tool.

Emmerich recognized that belng a newspaperman was
not always an easy task. He once told a reporter that in
order to be a good country editor,

You have to possess the hlide of a rhinoceros and
the memory of an ostrich. Let no one get under your
skin and ocarry no grudges. 1 bglieve in receiving
hostlle ideas with hospitality.

The reporter was also impressed with the newspaper‘ﬂ

motto: “The one newspaper in the world most interested in

this community."

7Rditorial in the Enterprise-Journal, May 2, 1963.

8christian Solence Monitor, loc. oit.




I. PURPOSE OF THIS STUDY

This study is concerned with an examination of
Emmerich's approach to the social and economic problems of
his community with a detalled look at a major editorial
canpalign in each of the two areas. It refleots the con-
cern Emmerich holds for the practical appllcation of commu-
nity service Journalism and how he has labored to see his
community's needs fulfilled.

The method of research involved collecting and
abstracting pertinent material primarily from the files of,
and oral discourse with, Oliver Emmerich. Other sources
include personal correspondence with men who have worked
closely with Emmerich in the two areas of thls study, per-
sonal correspondence with the Pulitzer Prize winning jour-
nalist, Hodding Carter II, who 1s a close friend of Emmer-
ich's, and an examination of numerous magazine and news-
paper articles concerning Emmerich.

Selection, olassification, and rejection of all
material was performed on a basis of providing as deep an
insight as possible into the problems Emmerich faced in his
community and how he handled them.

In a study of this nature, 1t is understood that
there are certain limitations to be considered. Chief of

these limltatlions 1s the probleu of defining and measuring




the degree of success Emmerich has had with community
Service jJournalism. In a study devoted to finding a prao-
tical meaning of community service Jjournalism, Fred W.
Troutman defined the term as follows:

Community service is the planned effort of a news-
paper to meet an economic, oivic, political, social,
cultural, spiritual, or moral need of its community.
Action to meet 2uch needs may be origlnated by the
newspaper, or i1t may be newspape: support of action
originating from other sources. Whatever the origin,
action on the part of the newspaper must tes sustalned,
and must be based upon true and unselfish evaluation
by the editor and his staff of the real need and the
best answer to that need. Action on the part of the
newspaper in the name of public or community servioce
can only be such if it 18 done 1n the interest of the
community and not the newspaper or its staff.9

Yet it remains a human judgment as to whether a
particular action is in the "interest® of the community.
While the actlion may appear justifiable or even enthusias-
tically endorsed by the community at its conception, 1its
long range effects could be disastrous.

Emmerich's own definition of the term reflects the
same problem. "It means a newspaper's full commitment to
making its community a cleaner, better and happler place
for the people who reside in it."

It shall be another objective of this study to re-
flact the practical application of Troutman's definition of

community service through examples of Emmerich's efforts to

~ 9
Fred W. Troutman, Criteria of Newspaper Communit
Service Evaluation, (Unpublished Taster's TﬁesIs, The
University of Missourl, Columbia, 1960), pp. 48-49,
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principles.

The most important aspect of thls study is to show
how Emmerich recognized this potentlally disastrous situ-
ation in the face of local corises, and how he recognized
his need to be responsible, and yet effective, in meeting
the crises. Emmerich certalnly has never made an effort to
sacrifice his personal princlples, but he has had to be
realistic in his position in favor of the community inter-
est from time to time in the hope that his original posi-
tlon might be reached eventually, or at least an acoceptable
alternative consldered. He has never demanded that his
position is the only one that could be accepted by the
community. Instead, he has offered his 1ldeas while listen-
ihg to the 1ldeas of others in the hope that a common ground
for finding a solution to the community's problems might be
found: It seems important and useful to Journalism that a
study involving this type of approach to community service
be made.

From a study of this nature, the following values
may be derived:

(1) It may enhance a better understanding of one of
Mississippi's most distinguished journalists.

(2) It may reflect the deep concern that Oliver
meerich holds for the practical application of community

service Jjournalism, providing insight into the problems
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faced by the small town newspaper editor and how community
ervice may be implemented in the face of those problems.

(3) It may show how the editorial campaign may be
implemented with extended success in the vital economic
1ife of a community by providing a guide to, and account of,
p. benefliolal economlic program.
(#) It may oontribute to the small collection of
recorded material on jJjournalism in Mississippi.
Emmerich has made great use of the editorial campaign
to thwart potential or growing conflicts in hls community
from time to time. He has also used it to help foster new
1deas and practices for the improvement of the community.
It 1s therefore to his methodology, and to the practical

Fpplication of that methodology, that thils study is devoted.
III. ORGANIZATION OF THIS STUDY

This study is divided essentially into two major
parts plus the introductory and summary chapters.

This first chapter provides a general introduction to
the man being considered in the study, defines the purpose
Lnd importance of the study, and examines the definition and

practical application of community service Journalism.

Chapter VII, a summary chapter, reiterates Emmerich's

chievements within the framework of this study and suggests
as for possible further study.
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The first major part of the study includes Chapter=
II, 1III, and IV and deals with an explosive problex in the
larea of race relations. It reflects how human emotions,
when unleashed into violent action, created a situation
lalmost impossible for Emmerich to act rationally upon, but
hiow he did so with the confidence that he could bring his
community back to responsible thinking eventually. The
latter major part involves Chapters V and VI and examines
F different kind of problem--a problem of economlics-~and
shows how Emmerich met that problem with a program that left
even the United States Department of Agriculture amazed and
the United Nations an interested observer.
Chapter II is devoted to an examination of Emmerich's
soclal philosophy as reflected in his editorials throughout
his career. It 1s important in the overall approach to the
study in that it reflects certain changes in his own soclal
thinking over the years; changes that have an influence on
his methodology of achieving practical solutions to the
local problems in regard to race. Those changes Emmerich
attributes to a prolonged education in day-to-day living in
Lis community.
Chapters III and IV are concerned with the practical
lapplication of his thinking and position as an editor at the
helght of a racial crisis. Chapter III explains how he

learned ¢f the potentlal crisis and then set out to lessen,
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if not stop, 1its potential destruction. Chapter IV shows
what nappened when the troubled summer of 1964 arrived, pro-
oeeded, and ended with Emmerich seeking solutions to tha
struggle. Once peace had been restored, it shows how he
pushed a strong edltorial campalgn to rebuild the community
spirit of prcgress from the ruins of momentary despalr and
'violence.

Chapter V reflects the magnitude of the economioc
deficlency of Southwest Mississippl agriculture from the
time Emmerich became an editor in 1923, The chapter is im-
portant in that 1t reflects Emmerich's struggle over the
years for 1mplementing a diversified agricultural program as
F means of helping to overcome the existing economic situa-

tion of stagnatlon prevalent in the area. Chapter VI is a

tudy of the culmination of those efforts in the diversified
arm program that Emmerich introduced to his readers in 1947
ich gained national recognition almost immediately, and
pas continued as a model for agricultural development in
underdeveloped areas in this country and abroad.

No previous studles of any depth have been prepared
on Zmmerich or his work, although numerous magazines at the
state, regilonal, and national levels have examined and re-
fleoted his efforts in the two major areas considered within

this study.
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CHAPTER II
THE OBJECTIVE IS SANITY

In the United States tcday, as in every age of
history, we have men of fear and men of faith. Men
of faith are usually on the side of history. Men of
fear usually, beoausi of their frustratlons, are on
the side of fallure.

This chapter will be concerned primarily with a
study of J. Oliver Emmerich's social phllosophy end how he
has applied it to the problems of his community for the
past 45 years. It will be devoted to a digression on how
he has sought to be a stabllizing factor in his community's
unsteady social problems. It will note how he has always
been bitterly opposed to mob violence. It wlll emphasize
how the use of reason and logical adjustment to conflicts
have been the doctrines most often preached from his edi-
torial columns with special emphasis on the need for

greater and better education.
I. BRAHMA, LOOK UNTO THYSELF

Oliver Emmerich has stated that "the big bottle-
neck of progress 1s man's inabllity to accept change

raplidly enough."2 And this rejection instead of acceptance

1011ver Emmerich, "The Changing South," Mississippi
Library News, December, 1965, p. 173.

Ibid.
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of change is most often based on a person's inability or
unwillingness to comprehend those changes that are con-
stantly ococurring around him. The net result often becomes
one of fear and frustration for the beholder.’ To offset
those fears and frustrations, it takes action on the part
of responsible men who are willing to approach the problems
and show the fearful that there 1s really little that can-
not be overcome through faith and reason.“

He has written that many underlying fears exist be-
tween the Negro and the white resident in Mississippl be-
cause the two parties will not, or at least have not pre-
viously, get together and discuss thelr problems. One of
those fears was reflected in an interview by Emmerich with
Dr. E. Stanley Jones, a man who Emmerich noted as having
broad international experlience in the area of race relatiors
over the past quarter of a century. Emmerich asked, "Dr.
Jones, when the time arrives that the Negro achleves the
right to vote in Mississlippi, wlll he vote as a Negro or as
a oltizen?™ Dr. Jones replied, "That depends upon whether
you treat him as a Negro or a cltizen. ">

Oliver Emmerich would prefer the latter. While he

31bid.

¥rvid.

51bid., p. 175.
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has not always agreed with the rapidity with which social
changes are demanded by some,6 he does believe that the
Negro has a place in soclety as a respected citizen. He
once wrote that, "Everyone wants to feel that they are
somebody, and that includes the Negro."’

But there has been more to Oliver Emmerich's desire
to be a responsible editor in his community than to simply
recognize the Negro as a citizen. It has lnvolved a study
of human behavior and what can be accomplished through the
varying degrees of that behavior. It has included a vivid
memory of how a lynching mob "threw Jjustlice to the wind"
and mutilated, lacerated, and hanged a Negro man after he
allegedly committed an "™unmentionable crime® in the commu-
nity. His reference to this kind of actlion from time to
time when violence was threatening his community supported
his reasoning that vliolence could do no good.8

Emmerich has spent many years carefully studying the
racial problems in Mississippl, the South, and the United
Statez in the hope of finding some clue as to how some of
the misunderstandings and fears between the races might be

SEa1torial in the Enterprise-Journal, May 24, 1954.

?'Mississippi's ‘Mr. Multi-Crop',"™ Pathfinder,
January 9, 1952, p. 20.

8zattortal in the city Enterprise, June 17, 1927.




19
settled peacefully.

Emmerich views the racial problem historiocally. He
onoe sald, Y. . . the causes of our problems were oreated
before this generation was born. We certainly cannot blame
each other for problems that were created before we were
born."d

However, today's cltizens should make an honest
attempt at solving the problems. "The root of the problems
is really in the fears and frustrations of those who cannot
comprehend how two races ocan live side by side in the same
society."10 Ermsrioh has constantly emphasized that before
anybody can sit down and discuss the problems with the in-
tention of solving them, he must first learn to trust and
respect his fellow man--black or white--and really belleve
there are solutions to the problems. He 18 convinced there
are solutions to the problems and that they lle somewhere
in this mutual respect. He points to man himself and says,
*There is the answer, if only men would look."11 He once
discussed man's plight in solving his problems by using an
0old Hindu legend, whereby all men were gods, to lllustrate.

) JEditorial in the Enterprise-Journal, October 31,
1961. = _

103tatement by Oliver Emmerich, personal interview.

1lpaitorial in the Enterprise-Journal, March 18, 1933l
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He sald that after awhile some of the gods became wicked,
and those who remained falthful sought a way to take the
divine power away from the wicked permanently. During the
ensuing conferences, it was suggested that the power be
buried deep in the soil, that it be buried deep in the sea,
or that 1t be placed on the highest mountain peak. All
three suggestions were rejected because men would look for
it in such obvious places. The chief god then sugzested
that the power be placed in man because man would never
think to search himself for 1,12
This legend was interwoven into Emmerich's philo-
sophy that life 1s basically a matter of confllet and ad-
justment, with the successful man being the one who could
best meet each conflict with a proper adjustment.
We cannot exist without conflicts. We ocannot
live successfully without making adjustments. We
make a serious mistake when we permit ourselves to
become frustrated becauge of conflicts that are
normal to life 1itself.
Emmerich felt that if the individual would make an
honest effort to understand and solve these confliots,
rather than allowing his anxlety frustrate him, then he

could be of much more value to society.lu

121114,
p 13Editorial in the Enterprise-Journal, October 31,
1961.

1471144,
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His approach to overocoming these confliots was based
on meeting them stralghtforwardly. His= editorials con-
stantly reminded the community®'s individuals of the nced to

be positive.

A major fear which pervades the deep South 1s the
fear of change. Change from a mester-servant re-
lationshlp to the concept of individual dignity. The
deep South has gone through a long period of negative
thinking. In facing the epochal change we have gone
from one negative railufg to another because we have
been dominated by fear.

But he also defended those who would go slow in ao-
cepting change. Emmerich said that while individuals should
think constructively, they should also weigh thelr evidenoce
and calculate the risks involved before proceeding.16 It
has been noted that, "Over the years he has found that most
responsible people support his program of ‘'elevating' if
not 'integrating’ Negroes in his area."? But it iz those
who refuse to listen to reason that pose the most serious
threats to his community.18
As a cltizen and an editor, he places a high value
on falr play for Negroes as well as for whites in his
state. He would like to have loglc replace emotion

in dealing with raoia} tensions and thinks that he 1is
making some progress.i?

15"The Changing South," loc. cit.

16"Man in the News," New York Times, December 1, 1961.

1
?Ibld. 18Ib1d. 191b1d.
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II. UP FROM ‘54

Although the problem of race relations for Missis-
sippians is historic, the strife, unrest, and deep frustra-
tion that is dominant today came into its most oritiocal
phase following the United States Supreme Court declislion in
1954, Brown y. Board of Education, wherein the Court ruled
that "in the fleld of public education the doctrine of
'separate but equal' has no place,”™ and in 1955 ordered the
states to make %a prompt and reasonable start toward full
complianoe.'zo

Many white Southerners preferred things as they pre-
viously existed and could see little reason for changing a
tradition Just because a court sald they must. Citizens'
Councils were hastily formed to try to prevent the erforce-
ment of the ruling. The Ku Klux Klan was revitalized to
*protect the local people from the federal bureaucraoy.'21
But the movements could only serve as delayling actlons as
there was no hope for reversing the Supreme Court declslon,
which placed lncreasing emphasis on total 1ntegrat10n.22

However, the decislon did not halt or prevent the

26ﬁooco Je. Tresolinl, American Constitutional law,
(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1959), D. 2.

211p1d., p. 513.

227114,
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use of scare tactics in keepinz the Negro submissive and
responsive to the white Southerner's superior feeling. It

also kept many progressive-minded white Southerners

qulet.23

Emmerich's prediction of, and reaction to, the
court's decision reflected dissent, but a desire for logic
and reason on the part of all Mississipplans in accepting
the inevitable. In an editorial entitled "A Time To Be
Cool, Calm and Dispassionate,®™ he wrote at length.

This 1s written on the morning of publication.
It appears that the United States Supreme Court may
rule today on the matter of segregation in the schools
of this nation.

The Mississippil Leglslature recently enacted a law
providing for equal but separate school facilitles.
Most of the Negro leaders in Mississippl favor the
*equal but separate! plan. . « .

What will the lezislature do if the Supreme Court
rules out segregation today--or next week? Many
schemes will be advanced. One thing is certain. There
will be some segregated schoolis in Mississippl. They
may be private schools. They may be public schools.
The one thought advanced at this stage of the situation
1s the suggestion that everyone keep cool. There is no
need of blaming local people, white or colored.

The proposition will create a crisis which will
require the cooperation of all of our people to solve.
The blig 1dea should be to think without prejudice or
passiosn-to approach the problem calmly and with
lozio.

Emmerich called for patience on the part of

Statement by Oliver Emmerich, personal interview.

2bgditorial in the Enterprise-Journal, May 17, 1954
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Mississipplans so that state leaders could have time to
dcevise an alternative to thelr recently adopted “"separate
but equal® program in case the court disallowed the state
18'.25

He d4id predict, however, that the outlawing of
segregation could be disastrous. He emphasized the lapor-
tance of time in the adjustment to such a confliot.

It would be a serious mistake to plunge our two

races together in our schools at this hour. The

Negro children would suffer most from such a situation.
Again the time element 1is overlooked by reformers.

Time 18 essentlal to apply any reform. There is need
of many adjustments and the outlawégg of segregation
would bring disastrous conditions.

Shortly before the court declislon Emmerich had
told his readers that "Mississippi's biggest problem today
1s the necesslty of educating our Negroes to the require-
ments of good citizenship.'27

Later, when the Negro began to demand more under
the auspices of the Supreme Court decision, Emmerich pro-
vided a word of advice and caution to the Negro people.

He pointed out to them that before they could be good

citizens they would have to improve themselves 1ln a number

of ways.

o 27gaitorial in the Enterprise-Journal, May 3,
1954,
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To those Negro people who are impatient and who do
not want to wait on time and understanding we must
say--not brutally but with kindness--that the basis of
our racial strife is the cultural lag of the Negro
race. This should be cause for reflection. Mind you,
We can blame no ragg and no individual for handicaps
that are historic.
He felt that the "separate but equal®™ school system
would be the answer to the problem, or at least would dbe a
beginning in the right direction. He believed there could
be an equal opportunity for the Negro if he was given a
school with facilitles equal to the white students.29 He
cited the economic and cultural liability of the Negro to
soclety as the basic reasons for the need to educate the
Negroes 1in good cltizenship.3°

The biggest dollar and cent problem in Mississippl
is to develop the Negro as an economic asset. Changing
the Negro from an economic liabllity to an economic
asset 18 the one means of attaining the greatest
abundance of progress in Mississippl during the
immediate years ahead.

The equal-but-separate school plan will help much
in this field. The ultimate in the test of education
is the citizen. We bellieve that a better typs of
citizenshlp 18 created through enlightenment. 1

It was a matter of disagreement with the Supreme

Court as to how that educational enlightenment could best
be administered.

On May 24, 1954, Emmerich presented to the public

2BEditorlal in the Enterprise-Journal, October 13,

1961.

291p14. 301134, N1psa.
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his own approach to "maintaining non-integrated schools
in Mississippi.” He first recognized the decision as a
major crisis in American education and criticlized those at
all political levels, especlally at the state level, for
not thinking constructively in solving the dilemma. His
plan “for the immediate years ahead™ follows:

(1) Cultivate the spirit that can develop consent
for approval of the equal-but-separate schools in
Mississippi.

(2) Remember that a Supreme Court decision is a
cold but dynamic force that cannot be set aside short
of war unless conflicting views are solved through
common consent.

(3) Provide the spirit by whicn Negroes will vote
as citizens and not as a Negro bloc. If Negroes vote
as a racial bloc we will inevitably surrender our
state into the hands of the demagogues.

(4) Recognize that the preliminary discussions
purposed to find a solution of our problem can, 1if
mishandled, be the means of destroying the will for
‘common consent®.

(5) Remember, too, that Mississippi's own leaders
are competinz with an out-of-state, out-of-south
leadershlp that is seeking to direct our Negro people
into a channel contrary to the will of the majority of
white people in Mississippi--and that if radical
leadership succeeds wWe fail. We must not contribute
to the success of this hostile influence by failling to
recognigi the forceful events confronting us at this
moment.

Emmerich's main concern was with the need for more

cooperation among the state leaders. The omission of Negro

—EiEditorial in the Enterprise-Journal, May 24,

1954,
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leaders from the discussions at state level conferences was
a major problem as Emmerish saw it. He placed much confi-
dence in the Negro educators in Mississippil and felt that
no solution would be forthcoming if the Negro leaders were
excluded from such meetings.

We feel that the problem wlll not be a severe
problem for many years to come if both races are con-
sulted. In a recent meetinzg of educators. . . Were
two Negro educators, Dr. Patterson, the Negro who for
many years was president of Tuskegee Institute and Dr.
Reed, dean of instruction of Fisk University, a Negro
institution in Nashville, Tenn. In thls meeting were
the presidents of a number of southern white colleges
and universities. This meeting dealt with higher
education and was purposed to find the ways and means
of expediting educational facilitlies in the university
and colleges of Mississippi. The oplnions of these
Negro educators were sought and respected and were the
result of a type of thinking that invited respect. This
leads us to think that more emphasis should be made
upon the proposition of race cooperation in the field
of eleggntary and high school education in Missis-
sippi.

Emmerich's basic position was rooted in the belief
that separate-but-equal facllitles based on common consent
of both races was the best way to solve the raclal dilemma
created by the court decislion. He predicted this with the
firm bellef that Negroes must be allowed to have an
*elevated"” position in socliety whereby they might be an

asset to the soclety as opposed to a 11ab111ty.33

321144,

33Ibld.
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III. EDUCATION IN A CRISIS

To add to the anxiety of the Mlssissippians,
Congress began to take a second look at civil rights
following the 1954 de-segregation ruling by the Supreme
Court. Any action on legislation, however, was usually
thwarted by a Southern filibuster.3

But the inocreased interest and concern with civil
rights did emphasize the need to understand the coming
changes in the South. The perlod for practical soclal
changes had arrived and had caught most Mississlippilans
harboring fears and resentment at the idea of such changes.
Emmerich, perhaps, recognized the severity of the crisis
when some northern newspapers predicted editorially that
"blood baths" were imminent cnce the civll rights workers

reached Mississippl for the summer.35
Supposedly responsible politicians from the local

government to Washington did little to prepare the people

for the invaslion. Many public statements were critical of

34'Major Issues in the 1960 Civil Rights Debate,”
Conzressional Quarterly Almanac, (Washington, D.C.:
Conzresslonal Quarterly, Inc., 1960), p. 193.

35The McComb, Mississippl Story, Brochure No. 2,
Prepared by the staff of the Enterprise-Journal, (McComb,
Mississippl), Foreward.
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the workers and did 1little to explain thelr efforts or
goala.36

Dr. James Silver, a long-time historian at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi, sald one of the major causes of
general tenslon among the races in Mississippl was that the
citizenry had never really been taught to think differently.
He placed much of the blame on newspapermen and clergymen,
both of whom occupy positions of comrunity leadership, to
inform thelr audiences of the need for better raclal under-
standlng.37 He was concerned that the newspapers provided

38 and, in fact,

no leadership of measurable signifilcance,
that they made a bitter denouncement of the "invaders®™ who
had no "permanent interest® in the state.39 It was within
this framework of general misgivings and uncertalnty that
unprepared people replaced logic with irrational thought.uo
At the same time, there were some Journalists whose
previous actions and current efforts to upgrade the Negro's

s8oclal existence were viewed as a total endorsement of the

35Ibid.

37Jﬁmss Silver, Misslssippl: The Closed Socliety,
(New York: Harcourt, Brace and Borld Tno., 1963), PpP. 53-59.

381p14a., pp. 30-31.
39114,

o6 HOpaitorial in the Enterprise-Jo'.rnal, September 21,
1964. ===
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effort the usefulness of an editor is nullified or
dest::r:t)yed.‘*2

In a 1961 editorial that presented a positive
program for Mississippli's racial dilemma, Emmerich re-
emphasized a point he had made regarding Negro voting
followinz the Supreme Court's 1954 de-segregation decision.
He noted how Mississippl's white population was growing
increasingly leary of the civil rights movement and the
change that reglstration of Negro voters would make in the
state's political spectrum. This, the area of voting, he
felt was the best area on which to start bullding the
Nexro's future, but there were certain problems that had to
be recognized and solved first.

The sword of Damocles that dangles over Mississlppl
1s the threat of what can happen as a result of the mass
voting of 1lliterate and untutored individuals. Our
people are as apprehensive over this threat as were the
citlizens of Galveston on the eve of hurricane Carla.
This fear stems from earlier Mississippl history when
Negroes, untutored in the responsibilities of c¢citizen-
ship, voted en masse and became easy prey of unscrupu-
lous white men--politiclians who used tngm for selfish
designs and bankrupted our government,

This fear of voting abuse could be offset by

ponstructive work on the part of all Misslissippians.

42The MoComb, Mississippi Story, Brochure No. 2,
loc. clt.

uBEditorial in the Enterprise-Journal, November 3,

1961.
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Instead of stimulating a feeling of disfranchisement for
the Negro, the white citizenry should take a more positive
and constructive attitude. The Negro should earn his citi-
zenship through the practices of good citizenship and this
could be faclilitated through the efforts of white citizens
who were responsible in thelr attitudes.

Anti-franchise efforts founded essentially in raoce

serve only to stimulate bloc voting. The positive
step 18 to remove the impediments to qualified Nagroes
who want to vote. Qualiflied voters, regardless of
race, recognize the handicap to good government
through the unrestricted voting of the unqualified.

By removing the impediments to qualified Negroes we 4
reduce the danger of mass voting of the unqualified.

As a starting point for recognizing qualified Negro
voters, Emmerich suggested that the local school board of
trustees, with sanctions from the State Department of Edu-
cation, make it clear to all teachers, regardliess of ocolor,
that they ". . . are freed from impediments to franchise.”
He sald that if a person was qualified to teach, then he
was certainly qualified to vote.45

Emmerich also suggested that inroads be made in
offering greater employment opportunities for both Negroes
and whites, that court justice be improved for the Negro,
and that communications between white and Negro leaders in
Mississippl be 1mproved.46

Beallzing that "time and understanding are the basic

Toid: *5Tbid. *61mia.
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ingredients essential to the adjustment of racial con-
flicts" and recognizing that ". . . our problem is not of
short duration,” Emmerich emphasized the need for better
communications among the races. He sald the only way the
problem can ever be solved 1s for the local people to
recognize the existence of the problem and then sit down
together and solve it. He oriticized those who belleved
that the answer could be fully legislated and then more-
or-less foroed “down their throats.” His statements showed
that he was firmly convinced that the answer could not come
quickly, but "interraclal understanding and cooperation at
the local level 1s the only way a successful adjustment can
be made to the raclal conflict."47 This point re-empha-
sized his bellef that it is important for the editor to be
both responsible and effective in his community as he must
serve as a major plllar in the efforts toward constructing
this better soclety. If the local people have lost thelr
respect for the editor, then his lot is of 1little or no
value in the overall spectrum of events.

This understandins and involvement is achleved
largely through educational processes. It is the duty of
the editor to instruct his community in the 1lssues at hand

and to instruct it as to how patience and mutual respect

Ibid.
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might be the domineering force. 3ut his educational fao~
tors are not concerned with degrees from academic institu-
tions necessarily. Emmerich once called education "the
avenue to correct conceptions®™ and not "just books and
buildings and school teachers."48 He has always been more
concerned with the educatior that teaches 1individual re- |
sponsibility and community development while simultaneously
teaching how to put the two together. A person can "spend
his life performing skills he has learned,”™ but he "will
seldom improve on those skills™ or "be of greater wvalue to
his community® if he does not think they can be :I.mp:r:oved.“9

Emmerich wrote that all community problems even-
tually resolve themselves into problems of education.
"We decry war. . .(but) until the world is educated to
think and 1s gulded toward tolerance, we will continue with
war, in our communities as well as on global planeas."so
After all, the index to civilization 1s the extent
to which the world has changed the labor who uses hils
body into the workman who uses his head.
Racial cooperation and respect can be gained

through education, if the education 1s properly adminis-

tered. If members of the community are educated to the

' %SEditorial in the MoComb Enterprise, March 18,
33.

ks 0
Ibid. 3 Ibid. SlIbid.
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problems of any society and if they are taught the value of
tolerance and patience, then logic oan replace emotion and

critical social problems can be solved.52

Iv. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Oliver Emmerich has always believed that before an
editor can be of service to his community, he must have the
respect of that commurity.

Unlike other examples cited in this chapter where-
by individuals have bzen responsible without being effec-
tive or effective without being responsible, Emmerich has
always felt the two must be combined as best as possible.
This, he has felt, 1s best achleved through gradual educa-
tion of the community to the problems that confront them
and how they can best be s0lved; a reflection on much of
his feelings towards the duty of the editor in his commu-
nity.

Emmerich's social philoscphy 1s simple. His basic
weapons are loglc and reason. His basic problem is teach-
ing adjustment to a given conflict. He has never felt that
soclal changes could be legislated, but that those changes
would have to come about through gradual tolerance and
acceptance on the part of both races. Cultural traditions

have had their influence in hindering the soclal changes

521m34.
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as the white Southerner has sought to slow or stop the de-
caying of the master-servant relationship.

The Negro has contributed to the problem by being
slow to grasp, and take advantage of, the freedom granted
him during the Civil War. Therefore, Emmerich has reasoned
lozically, members of both races must now work together to
make sure that proper adjustments are made to the changing
social trends in America today. Otherwise, the conflict
continues with emotion and hate playing the key roles.

His first step toward solving the problem was to
recognlze the Negro as a ciltizen and help to educate him
in the duties of that citizenship. Emmerich's editorials
have reflected a desire to see better educational oppor-
tunities for both races in Misslissippl; especlally since
the two must work together for future progress.

Emmerich has not trlied to build en ideal socliety.
Instead, he has warked quletly wlth members of both the
Negro and white races 1n hls community with the hope that
a better community can be developed. His social philosophy
has gradually changed over the years into a moderate degree
of tolerance for both races. Much of this change has been
attributed to education; an attributive change that he

would llke to see ocour in the rest of his community.




CHAPTER III
FIVE MONTH SUMMER IN DIXIE

Oliver Emmerich 18 a remarkable man. His own
brand of public service has been difficult to per-
form because he publishes a newspaper in the most
morally and syiritually bankrupt area of Mississipp1.1

Chapter III conslists of a close examination of a

crucial period in the history of McComb. It presents
Emmerich®s plan to cope with visiting civil rights workbrs,
reactlion to the plan, and the violence that followed. It
indirectly raises the question of how much community ser-
vice 18 rendered when an edltor makes an effort to prevent

violence, only to see that effort rejlected. Is it to no

avall when that effort 1is rejected and violence prevalls?
I. A PLACE AND A TIME

One of the most difficult situations in which a
newspaper editor ever finds himself 1is when there 1ls tre-
mendous emotional conflict in his community. He reallzes
he must be responsible to hls readers by reporting and ex-
Plaining the prevalling situation as best as possible if
he plans to be of service to his readers. He also realizes
that any effort on his part may be misinterpreted in the

excitement of the moment.

1Statement by Hodding Carter, personal correspon=
dence, October 29, 1966.
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This was precisely the situation in which Emmerich
found himself in the spring of 1964. Congress was in the
process of passing an emotionally-contested civil rights
bill, and Mississlpplans were already feeling the sting
from the pending leglslation.

Of more ilmportance to the citizens of McComb and
Pike County, however, were the widespread reports that a
planned invasion of Misslisslppl by civil rights workers was
imminent. Many of the reports were charged with tension
and predicted violence during the fortheoming summer in the
Magnolia State. Such statements had a tendency to create
fear and frustration in the minds of many local cltizens.?

It soon became common knowledge that the Congress
of Raclal Equality, The Student Non-Violent Coordinating
Commlittee, The Southern Christian Leadershlp Conference,
and the Natlional Assoclation for the Advancement of Colored
People would cooperate in wvarious phases of "The Mississip-
pi Project." The "project" was supposed to ald Mississippl
Negroes 1n learning about thelir rights as Unlted States
cltizens. Many local residents would see the "project” as
something else; an invasion of thelr soverelgnty by out-

siders.3

§Statement by Oliver Emmerich, personal interview.

3Ibid.
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The preparation by the national and ragional
organizations for the civil rights invasion was met by
counter preparation by Mississippians. In a publlication

produced by the staff of the Enterprise-Journal, it was

noted:

e« « « both state and local governments Jolned
in the plans of resistance. The leglslature was
¢alled into speclal session. New laws were enacted.
The strength of the State Highway Patrol was doubled.
Auxiliary police orsanizations were developed at the
local level. Sheriffs' offices employed extra
deputies.

There were no visible indicatlions of an effort
to encourage restraint. Politlical leadership sald
little about the need of exercising moderation at a
time when the community powder keg was readied for
an explosion.

Governor Paul Johnson was asked to make hils
policy for the summer known to the people. He
replied, 'The more you talk about the mountaln,
the harder the mountain is to climb.'#

Adding more confusion to the already existing
uncertainties was the increased activitiles of underground
movements such as the Ku Klux Klan, citizens' committees,
resistance movements, and even so-called block committees
such as Help, Inc.; an organlzatlion created to protect the

5

neighborhood in one area of McComb.

”The McComb, Mississippl Story, Brochure No. 2,
loc. cit.

——

(Garden City, New York: Doubleday and Company, Inc.,
1965), p. 67.
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The citizens of McComb would probably have been

content to have left well enough alone that summer, but a
small percentage would bring shame to the community.

Hodding Carter, a Pulltzer Prize-winning Journalist

from Greenville, Mississippl, and a noted author on sub-
Jects related to the Lower Mississippl River country, pro-
vided a view and opinion of the McComb and Pike County
area that offered, perhaps indirectly, some reasons why
he felt the forthcoming violence was inevitable. McComb
was a rallroad town and Pike County was sawmill and dalry
country. It was not the plantation country that was often
assoclated with Mississippl's tradition. MoComb was the
southern city for the shop and roundhouse of the Illinois
Central Ballroad.6
Carter said he recognized McComb as a more in-
dustrialized town than most of the other principal Missis-
sippl communities, but:

McComb lacks the antiqulty and the aristocratic
antecedents of a Natchez, the midwestern industrilal
enlightenment of a Tupelo, the cultural eminence and
cosmopolitan tolerance of Greenvllle, the political
sights and sounds and odors of Jackson, and the re-
laxed amorality of Biloxl; the stamp of the round-
house and the small farm's cotton patch bite too deep
for any close identification with the older commu-
nities. Pike County, in which McComb lies, 1is as

violent in 1ts past and its present as any in South-
west Misslssippi, the state's most turbulent reglon.

®Ibid., pp. 52-53.
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Usually the Pike County frontiersmen preferred from
the begiming to settle thelr differences with rifle
or pistol or knife and sometimes with all of these.
They d4id not fight by a code duello, demonstrating
instead for 150 years a talent for night riding and
ambush, for the sudden lunge of a knife to the throat
or the back, and a fondness for odds of ten to one in
the aggressor's favor.

But most Pike Countlians are good people, church-
gcing, friend}y, save when they become suspiclous of
the stranger.

It was this suspicion of the stranger that brolught
on agony and frustration for the responsible leaders of
McComb in 1964, They realized immediately upon learning of
the planned civil rights invasion to reglster voters that

McComb was not ready and violence was highly probable.8

II. COME SEPTEM3ER

Emmerich®s hope was to prevent violence by explain-
ing what the invaslon involved. He sought the position of
state and local officlals as to what official poliey would
be. He was assured that law and order would prevall. He
sought the least tanglible bit of advice from responsible
local cltizens that might help to offset the fears of the

rest of the community.9

ﬁbido, P 570

8Statement by Oliver Emmerich, personal interview.

9The McComb, Mississippi Story, EBErochure No. 1,
Prepared by the staff of the Enterprise-Journal, Spring,
1965, Foreward.
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In his first editorial of the campalign on May 25,

1964, Emmerich presented a general idea of what could be
expeoted from the "invadsrs" and stated his purpose of
writing the editorials.

The first editorial in this Enterprise-Journal
series has two purposes: (1) To oEfE to the atten-
tion of all of our people the possibility of a summer
invasion into Mississippl, and {2) to suggest that
all of us think in terms of what is the best proce-
dure for18ur people to take when and if the invasion
happens.

He quoted the New York Times as saying that on the

basis of reports, the student campaigners were "seriously
motivated, emotionally stable individuals, intent on par-
ticipating in soclal change.'l1 Emmerich emphasized the
demands made on the individuals who would be coming to
Mississippl to be responsible citizens in the hope that
his community would not label them as beatniks. He real-
ized the need for mutual respect between the outsiders and
members of his community to maintain order.

Emmerich's desire for reason and lozlc was reflect-
ed in his projection of the pending crisis from the present
to the end of the summer. If only the local eitizens would|

look ahead also, they might realize the need for reason.

10z4i torial in the Enterprise-Journal, May 25,

1964,

1l1p14,
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There are three summer months--June, July, and
August. Then September 1.

When September 1 arrives the summer will be
gone-=-and if the predicted invasion should have
developed, it will by then be over.

At this stage of the development we should all
be thinking of “eptember l. When the day arrives
we will look back on 'the lonz hot summer' and say
one of two things-~'le were smart,' or we will say
in retrospect, 'We were outsmarted.’

We will say with satisfaction on September 1,
'We are proud that we acted with restraint and

helped our state' or we will say with regret,
'The things we dld were unsound and unfruitful.®

12
The main thing at the moment was to be calm and
avold doing anythling that might spark violence. What
should the local citizens do? How should they proceed?
Emmerich sald the first thing they should do was to know
what Mississippi's officlial policy would be to govern the
situation. If the state had a responsible and effective
program, local citizens should have little about which to
worry.13 Emmerich included a 10-point policy statement
from Governor Paul B. Johnson's office along with his ed-
itorial on state law enforcement. The policy said essen-

tially that whatever emergency might arise, it would be
handled by law enforcement officers. It called for the

12114,

" 13Editorial in the Enterprise-Journal, May 26,
1964,
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avoidance of emotionalism durinzg such an emotional tine.lu

One specific point in the policy was written so
ambiguously, however, that it deserves mention here. It
sald, "Individuals who impede the normal operations of
soclety will be whisked off to Jail.'ls It became obvious
to Emmerich that as soon as the olvil rights workers ar-
rived, thelr mere presense and purpose would impede "normal
operations." But the policy was generally acceptable and
did give the residents of McComb and Pike County, as well
as the rest of the state, something in which they could
place their confidence. Without the policy, Emmerich said,
only chaos could prevall. He suggested that the people
study the policy carefully ". . . now=-today, before tem-
pers are aroused and resentment becomes deep-saated.'16

In the third editorial of the series, Emmerich
focused attention on the local law enforcement plan and
what the people could expect to reinforce their confidence
in reasonable action.

Agaln the theme was set: "The people must realize
that the enforcement of the law must be trusted in the
hands of experienced and trained law enforcement officers,
irregardless of personal feelings."17

Emmerich placed confidence in Sheriff R. R. Warren

%119, 10Ibid. 161bia.  171b1d.
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and called him an "experienced, well-trained law enforce-
ment officer.”l® He felt the rest of Pike County's citi-
zens could do the same.

Sheriff Warren's statement of policy pleaded with
the people to remaln calm and leave the matters of law to
those who know them best. He emphasized that if people
should come to the courthouse to register to vote, a spe-
clal area would be set aside for this purpose and that
every effort would be made to ". . . expedite such proce-
dures with order and decorum."1?

The sheriff's firmness and confidence convinced
Emmerich that he would at least be tactful in his approach
to any problems that might arise. Emmerich felt the people
had been given adequate assurance that any crisls could be
handled efficlently, and yet tactfully.Z

City officilals emphasized a new angle when they
stated: "In enforcing the law we will see tc it that we
ourselves observe the law, "2l Emphasis was also placed on
maintalning orderly demonstrations.

Emnerich was lmpressed that all three levels of law
enforcement agencies were emphasizing that peovle should

leave the enforcement of laws up to the proper authorities.

N 1%41torial in the Enterprise-Journal, May 27,
196k, E—

9101a.  %°rp1a.  Ppia.
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He was more lmpressed that the local officlals were willing
to allow the potential demonstrations and registration of
voters as long as both were done in an orderly manner.22

In the last edltorial of the series, Emmerich turn-

ed to the people of McComb and Pike County and pleaded with
them t» follow the suggestions made by the law enforcement
officlals. He sald, "Our cholce 18 quite simple: We can
be smart or be outsmarted."?3 As a last precautionary mea-
sure, Emmerich emphaslized that federal troops could be
brought into lMcComb should violence erupt as it did at the
University of Mississippl two years before. Nothing good
could come from such a situation and only harm and disre-
spect would be brought upon the community should chaos gain
the upper hand.zq

With the assurance of elected officials that they
are prepared to meet any situation which may arise,
the cue ror the rest of us is to relax. . .

Let the law enforcement officers handle the sit-
uation for us. They are willing. They stand commited.
They insist that they are prepared. What more could
we ask?

May we on September 1 look back on the summer of
1964 and be able to truthfully say, 'We met a orisis
wlth maturity. We did not panic. We exercised re-

straint, We upheld the dignity of the law. We met a
challenge intelligently.

22Ed1torial in the Enterprise-Journal, May 28, 1964,

2Jpai1torial in the Enterprise-Journal, May 29, 1964.

2h1y34.
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If we can say this on September 1 then we will

know that we successfully stood the test; that we
proved ourssgves to be smart, and that we were not
outsmarted.

Emmerich's plea for calm and non-involvement in
handling the crisis went out to his readers, but the degree
of its effectiveness can be only speculation. One can only
examine what followed that plea on the part of Emmerich and
his community. Once the orisls was upon the community for
real, there was tension and an immediate "stralned atmos-

phere."26

One of the more depressing aspects of the crisis
for Emmerich was the fact that the "responsible ciltlizens"
who had spoken out earllier had become lost somewhere in the
ensulng turmoil. Ffor Smmerich, the next three months would
allow him little more than to work quietly with a few other
community leaders, and to print an occasional editorial
calling for patience, for little could have been achieved
other than to provoke a vicilous wrath upon himself had he
fought the community doggedly in their violent reaction.27
Hodding Carter saild the situation in McComb deter-
lorated quickly upon the arrival of civil rights workers,
The barbershop of the county NAACP leader al-

ready had been bombed, three nosy Northern journal-
ists had been dragged from theilr cars and beaten. « . »

251pb14.
263tatement by Oliver Emmerich, personal interview.

271bia.
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Pike County had also shcwn Bp well in a state-wide
cross=-burning oompetltion.2

Carter added that while Emmerich's editorials serv-
ed a most useful purpose and were based on good loglc and
reasoning, the fears and apprehensions bullding inslde many
of the local residents were more than Emmerich could over-

come.

At the beginning of the summer of 1964, McComb
was a communlity hag-ridden by feaxr; fear of a skir-
mish 1line of Northern students coming to spread
foollish notions about civil rights and to plant
seeds of insurrection in the heads of the good
darkies (sic) of the city and Pike County and
Southwest Mississippli fear of what might happen
next anywhere; fear of the Ku Klux Klanj fear of
economic disaster for the individual and the town.

Through the long days and longer nights most
of the people of McComb mourned, but not openly,
over the bombings and the burnings and the beat-
ings which destroyed the once attractive image of
their town. The perpetrators were but a handful.
But those who d41d nothing about it would make up,
until the leaves of autumn began 58 fall, all but
a tiny fraction of the citizenry.

III. VIOLENCE BY NIGHT

On July 2, 1964, the Civil EKights bill before
Congress became law. The reaction in Mississippl was swift
in coming. Governor Paul B. Johnson openly challenged the

law and urged Mississlpplans against compliance until the

25carter, So The Heffners Left MoComb, op. cit.,

Pe 620

291v1d., pp. 66-67.
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law could be tested in ocourt, providing another delaying
tactio.Bo

Emmerich took a more philosophical approach to the

new law.

Every generation of Americans has been confronted
with problems, tragic and frustrating problems. But
it can be saild of the American nation that 1t has been
able to develop the kind of leadership which could rise
up and meet its crises. This generation will be no
exception. Leadership may be slow in coming, but it
will rise up. And whatever our problems may be, tgiy
wWill be overcome. This 1s the American tradition.

However, his optimism did not totally exclude his

deep-rooted concern over possible violence resulting from
the passage of the new law. He remembered that during the
1962 Antegration crisis at the University of Mississippil
resentment and hostility soon became violence at its
worst. During that crisis he wrote:

e o » responsidble Journalism requlires the endorse-
ment of legal procedure.  « .«

Politics 1s the scilence of group living. Govern-
ments are the fruits of the successful application of
this sclence. Without law and order governments cannot
exist. And wlithout government men return to the fang
and the claw of the Jjungle.

Violence 1ls compellingly dramatic. It begets
dramatic discussion. And dramatic discussion in tum

jalssociated Press dispatch in Enterprise-

Journal, Juiy 3, 1964.

3101iver Emmerich, "Highlights in the Headlines,®
Enterprise-Journal, July 3, 1964, p. 1.
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begets added violence. At this critiocal moment we
need to temper our appralsals and our dlscussions.

The tragic fact stands that violence on the campus
has in no way altered the legal aspects of Missis-
sippi's situation. Inescapable and persistent is the
truth--that Misslissippl can achieve nothing outside
the realm of legallty. To ignore tg%s fact is but to
incite further violence and defeat.

Mississippl was agaln faced with possible violence
regardinz thelr racial traditions. B8y explaluing part of
the new civil rights prozsram, Emmerich hoped that violence
could be avolded. Some sporadic violence had already been
recognized in Pike County in regard to the arrival of the
civil rights workers, but nothing serious had developed
yet. 1In his analyslis of the new civil rights law, he
recognized that it was the law and that i1t must be obeyed
until legal means could be taken to have it changed.

The civil rights bill has become the civil rights
law. This implles an agonizing decision for many
people.

Mississipplans opposed the legislation. They still
oppose the idea. They reserve the right to try to
change 1t. . . .

This places the full impact of responsible cltizen-
ship upon the conscience of every c1t3§en. The deci-
sion becomes personal and individual.,

Emmerlich also raised a number of pertinent

questions 1n regard to the new program, and offered what

) 32paitorial in the Enterprise-Journal, October 4,
1962. ===

" 33zd1torial in the Enterprise-Journal, July 6,
1964. _—
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seemed to be the only logical answer.

Agonizing questions arise. . . «» Can we refuse
Yo comply with the law without rejlecting the basic
American concept of majority rule? Can we ignore
the rules of law and order upon which our government
nf a free people 1s established. « . ?

Does the individual citizen have a cholce--an
optlion between compliance and non-compliance to the
law? The penalties are severe.

A newspaper could say deflantly in protest to
the law, 'Let us rise up in arms agailnst it.' But
could this be sald responsibly?

Good men could say, 'Let us fight this thing to
the bitter end.' 3But inevitably the question would
arise, 'What end'?

Some phases of the law, we belleve, will be held
by the courts to be invalid. Other phases of 1t
doubtlessly will be held constitutional. In the
interim we must hgge for the maximum in patience
and common sense.

Again, Emmerich displayed his optimism that vio-
lence could be avolded. Although the questions involved
Were grave, he sincerely belleved that they could be over-
come with patlent efforts. He wrote that American history
was filled with conflicts and crises, but that those crises
had been overcome by resourcefulness and acumen. Emmerich
was hoping the same resourcefulness would get his community
through the summer of 1964 without total disaster striking
and anarchy ensuing.35

While the tension continued to mount in Pilke

County, the Counclil of Federated Organizations (COFO),

" 3%Tbid.  35Ibid.
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directing the civil rights work in the area, had set up
headquarters in Burgland, the Negro section of town.

The July 8 1ssue of the Enterprise~Journal carried
a page one story written by Charles B. Gordon that signaled
the arrival of the long summer Emmerich had dreaded. The
COF0 headquarters had been blasted the night before by a
"mysterlious explosion.® Gordon reported:
A strong, mysterlous explosion wrecked a room at a
Negro's house in which a mixed group of 10 civil
rights workers slept in McComb early today. « «

The blast was the fifth of someggat similar nature
in the MeComb area 1ln recent weeks.

Emmerich felt that the number of persons actually
involved in the vlolence must be small, but were reflecting
thelr ignorance on the rest of the community. Thus, if the
community ralllied, 1t could make the vliolators look bad and
perhaps they would qult before someone got hurt.37

On July 14, Mayor Gordon Burt issued a statement
on behalf of his office and the city's board of selectmen
in regard to the presence of civil rights workers and their
statement that a "freedom school" would be established in
MocComb. The "freedom school" was not explalned or des-
ceribed, but Mayor Burt's statement sald essentially that
law and order would be malntailned. He asked that citlizens

, 36News story in the Enterprise-Journal, July 8,

1964,

37statement by Oliver Emmerich, mersonal interview.
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recognize this and place thelr confidence in the proper
authorltles.38

The statement was adopted lmmedlately by the MoComb
Chamber of Commerce, the Rotary club, and the Pike County
Board of Supervisors. Emmerich was hopeful following their
action, but the general situation in the community grew
steadlly worse. Churches became targets for night riders
with thelr bombs and fire.>’

Emmerich's hope faded quickly, and he brought up
the subject of martial law. He noted that President Lyndon
B. Johnson would not hesltate to place the area under mar-

ko He recalled how

tial law if the violence continued.
McComb had lived under martial law once before when the Il-
linois Central Railroad had been struck in 1911 and rioting
followed. Emmerich described in vivid detail how machine
guns were placed strategically around the city, soldiers
patroled the streets, and rigid curfews were enforced.ul

He assured hls readers that it was a siltuation they would
not enjoy seelng or experiencing.

But the violence continued. One only had to look

5.gNews story in Enterprise-Journal, July 14, 1964,

391bid.

¥0011ver Emmerich, "Highlights in the Headlines,"
McComb Enterprise-Journal, July 20, 1964, p. 1.

411pid.
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at the front page of the Enterprise-Journal on almost any

glven day during July and August to see what kind of bomb
had exploded where during the previous night. Fox example,
on July 22 a front page story told how fire had destroyed a
Negro church. Two days later, a simllar story reported how
an attempt had been made to destroy another Negro church.

When September arrived, there was littie sign that
the violence had reached its peak. If anything, the tempo
was belng increased. The lead headline on September 8 told
of four more places that had been bombed the previous nights

Desplte the lack of arrests, local law enforcement
offlicials told Emmerich that serious efforts were being
made to bring the violators to ,1ust;1¢.:e.‘”"2 They said money
was needed to ralse a reward for the arrest and conviction
of any and all of the violators. Here was Emmerich's first
real chance to appeal directly to the public for a specific
and practical action. A full page advertisement ran on
September 28 requesting donations to the reward fund. The
response was overwhelming. In less than three days, §$5,000
had been raised. Why the reward money had not been re-

quested long before late September was never made clear.

%2Eaitorial in the Enterprise-Journal, September 25

1964.

éh 43News story in the Enterprise-Journal, October 1,
1964,
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3y October 5, the arrests had risen to 10 and a
couple of convictions had been asserted. The community was
slowly returning to somewhet more normal conditions. Peo-
Ple were beglnning to breath more easily agaln. But the
summer had taken 1its toll. Loss of property was high, and,
although there had been no deaths, numerous insults and a
few personal injuries did occur. The image of McComb had
probably suffered most, however, at the hands of a few ver-
sons who knew better, but could not act better.uu
The violent actlon in Plke County reflected, even
if in a slight way, what Dr. James Silver had written about
many people throughout the state following the Unlversity
of Mississippi racial crisis in 1962.
The Insurrection agalnst the armed forces of
the Unlted States at the University of Mississippil
on September 30-Cctober 1, 1962, was the inevit-
%0 & lan outslde iteelf.bs oo oo of Mssiesipel
Although the closed soclety was not a universal
phenomenon, it did show what harm a few closed minds could
do. It was largely to this minority group that Emmerich
made his greatest appeal while addressing his entire commu-
nity--a person has the right to disagree with a law if he

chooses, but he should do it within the framework of laws.

uﬁStatement by Oliver Emmerich, personal interview.

“5siiver, op. cit., p. 3.
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IV. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Emmerich sought to sooth the consclence and temper
of his community in May, 1964, prior to the influx of civil
rizhts workers. Any alternate effort mizht well have spelld
ed total disaster for hils community.

If he had belabored the polnt about the civil rizhtg
wWorkers coming to McComb, the people could have easily be-
come more confused over so much talk. Yet, if he had fall-
ed to try and prepare the cltizenry for the invaslon, panic
might well have prevailed and more violence would have hit
the community than actually did.

Emmerich went to the proper authorities--from stete
to local officlals--and asked how they planned to handle thed
pending invasion. With the officilals' assurance that they
would maintain law and order while respecting individual
rights, he went to the people with his plea for calm and
patlence.

He certalnly could not have prevented a few from
their violent acts 1f they were bent on doing such things.
Wwords seldom prevent such actions. All he could do was to
lappeal to the general citizenry and ask that they remain as
dispassionate as possible. He sought to famillarize local
citizens with the problem at hand, suggested how it could be]

et best, and hoped that when the crisis had passed, damage

would not be excessive. The area's reputation would be at
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stake as would be the lives of many local residents.

The number of churches bombed or burned during the
summer could certainly do no credit to the community. But
the rapidity with which the reward money was ralsed did re-
flect how quickly the community wanted to see order restor-
ed onoce they were gilven the chance to express themselves.

Whether or not Emmerich had a cholce at the begin-
ning of the summer was doubtful. If he wanted to be respond
sible, he realized he had to go to the people with the prob
lem as well as a lozgical solution and hope that they would
accept it. Most of the residents did buy it. Others did
not. The result was a community caught in the violence of
the moment, trying desperately to be patient and hoping for
a quick end to the crisis,

Even a colonel sometimes has problems instilling
confidence into his disciplined soldiers at the height of a
battle, but he knows he must try. This is what Emmerich re-
cognized and diad.

Most of the community 4id wait patiently for the
right moment, and when it finally did come, however belat-
edly, the community reacted quickly and successfully. Per-
haps this wos an indication in itself as to how well most

of Emmerich’s community had listened.




CHAPTER IV
ALL FOR SOCIETY AND MEN

Oliver 1s a doer and an optimist who can welgh

the potentlial zood asainst the present evil ind
find the scales tilted in favor of the gooad.

The summer of 1964 was long and trying for the re-
sidents of McComb and Pike County. There must have been
numerous times when they would have spoken out against the
violence, but because of the terror that prevalled they had
to consider thelr personal safety f‘irst.2 The summer would
be long gone before the impact of its violent days and
nights would be ended and law and order be restored.

This chapter examines Emmerich's role in trying to
restore that order to a community caught in dlsorder and
his faith that order would be quick in coming. He present-
ed a series of edltorials that sought to halt terrorism and

help rebuild the community'®s spirit of progress.
I. SHACKLES OF HATE

The long summer of violence began to subside around
October 1, but it was two weeks later before Emmerich felt

he could pcssibly rationalize again with his community.

1Carter, personal correspondence, loc. cit.

2statement by Oliver Emmerich, personal interview.
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On Ootober 14, Emmerich began his series of editor-
ials direoted at restoring the community's health. In the
first editorial, he chastised the community for its irre-
sponsibility dAuring the crisis. But he promised to help
rebulld the community if any interested individuals were
willing to cooperate.

Because of human fralilty in a time of orisis the
MoComb area can be characterlzed by a vast voldj a
vold where responsible action should prevail.

Negro churches have been burned. Negro homes
have been bombed--and the homes of some white peo-
Ple as well. A Negro store has been dynamited.

And with a sense of irresponsibility we have

blarmed the Negroes sor the burnings, the bombings
and the dynamiting.

Rather than allow such thinking and action to con-
tinue, Emmerich began with a call for individual self-exam-
ination of attitudes toward "law and order, hate and good-
will, and the basic concepts of American Justice."™ With
point-blank certainty, he wrote, "Inescapably McComb prob-
lems are the problems of MocComb people. And McComb people
must solve them!"“

Emmerich's editorials carried an urgency that keyed
on the crucial need for the community to regain its health

immediately. His motivation was compound: He was afraid

" 3gditorial in the Enterprise-Journal, October 14,
196k, =

Ibid.
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the community, known as one of Mississippi's more industri-
alized areas, would suffer greatly at the bargaining table
for more industry; and he was concerned about the indiviad-
ual dogmatism that had created the decadent situation in
which the community found itself.

Emmerich had campalgned for more industry from the
time he became an editor in 1923, for 1t was a major part
of his diversified economy theme. His statlistics constant-
ly emphasized the attributes of the community, but now he
used them to remind the communlity of its need to malntain
an attractive image. Viewing the problem in terms of his-
tory, he noted that before the Civil War, New Orleans "had
50 per cent more banking resources than did New York," the
per capita income of the South was "25 per cent greater
than that of other United States areas,”™ and "the South pos-|
sessed 49 per cent of the nation's total wealth."

The story of this fabulous wealth becomes more

polgnant when we conslder why we lost 1t, how fast,
%o Tetum to economis seaviligyed o o o SOWER

Emmerich noted that seventy-five years after the re-
cording of such impressive flgures, the South's wealth "had
dropped to 10 per cent" and banking resources "dropped to a

poverty-despalring 15 per cent."6

6h 3:Editorial in the Enterprise-Journal, October 15,
1964,

6Ibid.
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Something that concerned Emmerich even more was the
" « « never-ending exodus of talented young men and women
of the South. « « "

No region in the world has a more astounding

historical richness in institutions, industries

and enterprise--had our honored forebearers Jjust
matched thelr courage with restraint, thelr sac-
rifice with the inhibitions of w)lsdom and their

fortitude with moral persuasion.

Emmerich turned to the other major problem, intol-
erance on the part of many individuals, and sald such dog-
matism was imbedded in what was commonly called sacred cows,
He sald Misslissippli's sacred cows were first, such unrealis-
tic ldeas as "nullification and 1nterposit10n."8 Once
these ideas had been excluded from the legal boundaries of
good government, the state's people came up with a hypothe-
tical bellef ", . . that the United States Constitution
does not uphold the right of franchise to Negro citizens."?

Mississipplans would speak out adamantly in defense
of the United States Constitution, but would refuse to in-
clude the Negro in that defense. Emmerich found this de-
fense to be inconsistent and "of irresponsible thinking."10

To be responsible we must recognize that the

unrealistic sacred oow is in cigflict wlth the
reality of constitutional law.

7Ibid.

" 8gditorial in the Enterprise-Journal, October 16,
1964.

9Tbid. 191bid. 1lrvig.
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He quoted the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitu-

tion to show the absolute 1lnoonsistency in the Mississip-
Plans? defense of thelr sacred cow. Emmerich wWas more
practical, however, and faced the realitles written into
Constitution.

Whether or not what is written into the Con-
stitution pleases us one of two decisions is in-
escapable-=inescapable 1f we choose to meet the
problem responsibly.

This choice 18 between the sacred cow and the
Constitution of the Unlted States. We must hold
to our often-mentioned concept of constitutional
government or admit that we are not as loyal to
it as we at first thought.

The 1dea of makiag a cholce aroused fears
which disturbed us.

3ut Emmerich did not cast aslide the fears that en-
veloped the loocal residents. Instead, he compared them to
the fears and frustrations of the editor who had to face up
to such a serious crisis. As long as he wrote editorials
without getting a sound and reasonable reaction, he could
not be convinced that his efforts were paying off. He sum-
marlzed the vexatlion when he commented on combining respon-
slbility and effectlveness.

It 18 easy to take a responsible stand and be

completely lneffective. It 18 even easier to be

irrespousible and effective. Gov. Boss Barneti
proved this to be true in the Ole Miss orisis.l3

127p14.

13Editorial in the Enterprise-Jourral, October 19,

1964,
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This was not what Emmerich was trying to attempt.

He was looking for a more practical approach to the orisis
a8 a responsible jJjournalist. Emmerioch wrote that many peo-
rle actually believed that ". . . edlitorial courage is the
exclusive answer to a newspaper's responsibility in moments
of tumultuous frustration and bewildermert."¥ unile he
recognized courage as "a factor in editorial statesmanship,'ﬂ
Emmerich felt there were other factors to consider. |

Ee compared his plight to a quote by General Omar

Bradley, who said, "'We must chart our course by the stars
and not by the lights of every passing ship.'" Emmerich
added that sometimes, however, ". . . the nights are dark
and the stars are hidden behind the angry clouds of emo-
tional reaction.” When this happens, even the stars are
shaken from their absolute moorings.,

The weapons of the leaders in any fileld, the
newspaper included, are the potential appeals to
reason, truth and principle. Thls 1is the needed
approach in the long, hard run to influence peo-
g%ee:ggiggageigrggé?i5them to safety in moments

3ut Emmerich was quick to add that while newspapers

must be responsible to themselves and to the public,
"« « o+ 80 must readers be responsible readers."16

The Enterprise-Journal requests that you as

readers work with us as a newspaper and that to-

gether we strive to think through our problems
in an effort to restore community confidence.

1133, 151pia. 161pi4.




The recognition of the need 1s inescapable.
We must encourage community tranquility, quicken
the pace of progress and remove from the face i;
our national imaze the ugly scars that mar 1it.

II. THE THEME IS RESPONSIBILITY

After challenzing indivliduals to consider thelr
personal attitudes toward the crisis aud asking for the re-
moval of certain sacred cows, Emmerich began to construct a
basic program around which logic could revolve. His first
effort was the pose a question: "Are we 1n conflict with
law?™ He sald that while this was a single question, a
zsreat lesson was to be learned from the answer. The lesson
was that "Wiolence 1is inevitable when people are in con-
flict with the laws of soclety."1®

Tranqullity cannot exist in a community where

the thoughts and the acts of the people are in
conflict with the laws of their country. . . .

Accordingly we must ask ourselves: Are we

in the McComb area in conflict with the laws
enacted by the Conzgress of the United States?

The question of the law 1s not debatable.

Southern senators debated the bill for three
months, the longest United States Senate fili-
buster in history, because they knew that once
a majority of the Senate approved the bill that
it would become the law of the land.

The cholce then 1s between the violence of

17114,

18Ed1tor1a1 in the Enterprise-Journul, October 21,

1964.
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conflict with law or a recognition of the need
of adjustment to a situation created Eg the con-
stitutional processes of our country.

Emmerich commended those leaders in the state who
encouraged citizens to uphold the laws of the land, namely,
the Board of Directors of the Jackson Chamber of Commerce.
But he criticlzed the Leglslature and Governor Paul Johnson
for advising the people ". . « to ignore the law of the
land, refusing to comprehend that such action would arouse
violence and create the potential climate for martial law."
Emmerich admitted that he did not necessarlly agree with
all parts of the new law, but he felt that i1t was the law
and should be upheld until it could be changed, if the peo=~
ple wanted 1t changed. He sald he could see how some indi-
viduals, untutored in self-restraint, could resort to fear
and violence. But the thought of public officials making
such comments that confused and frustrated the untutored
individual was appalling.Z’

Emmerich sald that the ultimate qQuestion to be con-
sildered was most simple:

Shall we uphold government by law or government

by men? This 1s the nagging question which repeat-
edly has presented itself whenever free men in his-
tory have been torn apart by emotlional conflict.
Where men today are free 1it 182?ecause this question
Wwas answered as free men must.

Emmerich proceeded to break down the problem even

20

191014, Ibid. ?libia.
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further by examining some of the more specific causes with-
in or outaide the law. He sald the lack of communication
between the races and within the separate races contributed
greatly to the lmmedlate fallure of the community. As a
token solution at that late date, communication had to be
restored.

Communications can be restored between white

and Negro ciltizens through the mutual recognition
that everyone loses when relationships are hostile.
But all of us must understand that effective com-
munications cammot be achievsg on the basis of the
master-servant relationship.

Emmerich based the restoration of communications on
two factors: The importance and recognition of human dig-
nity of all men and the extension of common courtesy to all
concerned. He blamed political leaders for having falled
in emphaslzing such factors before. He accused them of
having made "political capital”™ at the expense of respon-
8ible leadership and of leading the citizens from one defeats
to another through negation.23

He added that while McComb and Pike County resi-
dents had suffered greatly quring the past summer, things
would get worse if responsible leadership did not appear
soon. He cited the fact that another part of the new civil

rights leglslation-~equal employment--would go into effect

g4 Zzgditorlal in the Enterprise-Journal, October 22,
1964.

231bid.
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shortly. Once the two races began working together closely
in faoctorlies and retall stores, there would be a demand for
a definitive communication tetween them in order that per-
sonal grievances did not catapult into a tense racial prob-
lem. It was apparent that the restoration of comaunication
between the community leaders of both races was mandatory
if future problems and tensions were to be checked.2

Emmerioch became more persistent with each editoriel
and aoctually questioned the existence of adequate leader-
ship in the community. He asked, "Who in our community can
make a positive program a reality?'25

Although he did not expect specific answers, he d4did
show his optimism by saying that there were many leaders in
the community, if they would only be recognized at that
critical moment. Beginning with bankers and continuing
through a 1list that also included lawyers, industrial work-
ers, teachers, insurance people, rallroad men, ministers,
farmers, doctors, and housewlives, he pleaded for evidence
from these areas that would show visible 1eadersh1p?6

Emmerich noted the "“ugly national image" of the
MoComb area and asked what the people were goilng to do

2%,

o

id.

196 25gaitorial in the Enterprise-Journal, October 26,

26

o

id.
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about it; oontinue with the deterioration of the community
or be willing to help find a solution? Emmerich maintained
his quizzing indefinitely and sporadically in an effort to
provoke some responsible thinking on the part of the commu-
nity leadership. He would hint at the possibility of an
economic boycott of the clty by Negroes, and question the
desire of the people to see violence continue; providing
suggestive 1deas and potential hazards that community
leadership would have to eventually recognize and oounterfﬂ
Emmerich provided a 12-point checklist of "reasons
for fear or distrust® which McComb residents oould read and
declde for themselves what was causing the community ten-
sion and how it could best be eased. He based it largely
on his main theme of reason and what happens when that ef-
fective tool has been rendered ineffective by a few lrra-
tional persons bent on all or nothing in a compromise situa-

tion.28

III. A TIME FOR DECISIONS

The first significant breakthrough to poslitive actim

came on November 1 when the city board of mayor and select-

&b AE?Editorial in the Enterprise-Journal, Ootober 27,
1964,

ch 28Editorial in the Enterprise-Journal, October 28,
1964,
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men agreed to "cheock into what had been desoribed as ‘ha-
rassment arrests.'”™ The case 1n point involved the arrest
of 13 persons on charges of "violation of public health
regulations.”

Harassment arrests have been known to ocour in
Mississippi. They usually are founded upon techniocal
viclations of law but which are made not primarily
antagomism to'the individuale arresced.2d T

While no blame was assessed for previous instances,

including the example above, the Board decided that ". . .
no arrests of the kind which could be described as ‘'harass-
ment arreats' will be made in the future without the unani-
mous approval of the police committee of the City Board, *30
If Emmerich thought this action was a step toward
improved relations in the community, he must have reacted
quite differently when his probing questions got a response
from someone who fired a rifle shot through one of the
front plate glass windows of the Enterprise-Journal. Ob-
viously, there was at least one person who still did not
belleve in Emmerich's approach to the problems. Emmerich
defended his position and pleaded for a reasonable hearing.
He relterated that "responsible journalism is not something

to try to be curbed with intimidation."”

1964 29Ed1torial in the Enterprise-Journal, October 28,

301114,
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The world's unfortunate people are not the Ameriocans

who have the freedom to read editorial comment. Our
people are free because our problems are subjected to
editorial analysis., It is because the Amerlican peo-
Ple have freedom of infcrmation. The world's unfor-
tunate people are the ocrushed, enslaved citigens liv-
ing in countrles where editors ocannot artioulate. . . .
These people are enslaved because 1deas ocannot be
debated. ;helr enslavement is the result of applied
terrorism.31

But more encouraging signs began to show. Not only
had the local Rotary president offered some valuable advice
in a letter to Emmerich for publication, but the Pike County
Board of Supervisors 1ssued a statement shortly thereafter
calling for a return to law and order in the oommnnity.32

The actlion of the County Board becomes even more

meritorious and more praiseworthy when we copgider
the fact that the Board is a political body!

More statements followed from individuals, merchants,
and community leaders that made it obvious a brighter futue
was Just ahead. The statements contimued until on November
18 a Statement of Principles, to be found in the Appendix
of this study, and signed by 650 MoComb residents, was is-
sued for publication. After publication "many others" con-

tacted the newspaper to add thelr names to the 1181:.3'+

3lgaitorial in the Enterprise-Journal, November 9,

1964,
321114,
Lok 33pairtorial in the Enterprise-Journal, November 10,

1964, 3¥paitorial in the Enterprise-Journal, November 18,
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The Statement of Principles basically ocalled for a
return to law and order, a desire to adhere to federal, as
well as state and local, laws, and a desire to see more ham
monious cooperation between the races. Its most important
asset was that it had been issued and signed by so many
residents.35

The return to community action had been long in com-
ing, but now there was a feeling that the community had
finally made it. Emmerich was exuberant. There was final-
ly real action on the part of his ocommunity. They had de-
clded that if their problems were to be solved, then they
must do 1t by themselVes.36

The MoComb image was experiencing some rapld improve-
ments as Jjournalists, politiclans, and citizens from
throughout the United States were writing and calling Em-
merich's office to congratulate the people for having sign-
ed the Statement of Principles. Natlonal television net-
works were reporting the MoComb area in a favorable light
and syndicated columnists such as Drew Pearson were commend-
ing McComb for its "forward-looking efforts."

Calls have been recelved from news agencles from
across Amerioca. Conslstently the spirlt of the con-

53Ibid..

ot 36raitorial in the Enterprise-Journal, November 19,

371bid.
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versation has been one of commendation to MoComb
for what has been done lately. . . .

Things are looking upward in MoComb. . . .

But still more, it will give the nation the op-
portunity ora}earning what a good community McComb
actually 1is.

For Emmerich, it was the satisfaotion that he had
weathered the storm. He felt his approach to the crisis
had been the proper one, and that any alternative might
have rendered him totally lneffective. Still, he wondered
how much more he could have done with even greater ei!'f'o:r:t:.f’8

Bill Dorr, writing in Publishers' Auxiliary, ap-
proached the question differently. He wrote, "How great a
part Oliver Emmerich's editorilals played in this (restora-
tion of confidence) is difficult to measure. But the odds
are great that they were of enormous 1mportanoe.39

National and state organizations and institutions
were gracious in thelr recognition and praise of Emmerich.
The Sigma Delta Chl Jjudges, upon awarding him the top edi-
torial writing award and his newspaper the distinguished
service award for 1964, desoribed his editorials as display-
". « « a calm logioc that was so desperately needed, a fiere

dedlication to principle and balanced with a thoughtful and
well-informed sympathy"™ with community racial prol:olems.“’o

37 Tbia.

38porr, loc. sit.

391b1a. 401pia
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Dorr described Emmerioch'’s effort and ability to
write as Pulitzer Prize quality. He characterized Emmexrich
a8 an editor who apparently had had little time to think
about awards because of his involvement in the community's
recent crisis, but who would settle for a calm, rationaliz-
ing community that would prefer to settle its problems at
the conference table rather than in violent disturbances.
Perhaps a Pulitzer will come, perhaps not. But
newspapermen from all over the nation who oovered
the MoComb raclal story have placed Emmerich 1in a
speclal niche of popularity with Journalists that
few newsmen fit into.
However, the greatest prize won by Emmerich may
be found in his community; a progressive and har-
monious oity that reflects its editor.*1
That was the way Emmerich seemed to prefer 1it, al-
though he was informed by his colleague and friend, Hodding
Carter, that he had been nominated for the Pulitzer Prize,
and had actually become one of three finalists.¥2
When Emmerich reviewed the critical summer of 1964
on January 1, 1965, he saw the violence glving away to the
progressive spirit he had helped ocultivate some fifteen
Years earlier in another kind of program. His falth was
tarnished during the orisis, but 1t was sustalned in the
belief that it was only a matter of time and then there

would be better days for a better people.

- H1psa,
423tatement by Oliver Emmerich, personal interview.
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IV. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The service that Emmerich rendered during the 1964
crisis cannot be fully measured, but it can be appreciated.
He knew he could not sit 1dly by, but he knew whatever he
did would probably bring criticism from some residents.

He was criticized for not speaking out earlier and
with more firmness. But Emmerich refused to do so knowing
full well that he should not “preach"™ at his community.
Instead, he had to help find a practical solution to exist-
ing problems. Emmerich based his position on the theory
that an editor must act with responsibility, but also with
effectiveness. He certainly could not have achleved this
objective if he had made demands instead of suggestions.

He spoke calmly, but firmly, in his editorials
after the first arrests in early October, seeking possible
ansWers to the problems at hand. He continued until
finally a St%tement of Principles was drawn up and signed
by hundreds of citizens. 3ut Emmerich kept suggesting
things the community had to do before it could consider the
crisis past. The economy had to be considered, personal
safety had to be guaranteed, and a bad national image had
to be erased.

3y the end of the year, most of these critical

points had been solved appreciably. It was now a matter of




75
continuing progress.

Emmerich's approach to the problem was practical.
He knew he had to get the attention of the people before
he could talk with them. This he did with a majority of
the community. But there were some that even laws could
not contaln. Most of the community was afrald during the
crisis and therefore did nothing until solid leadership
stepped forward.

Emmerich tried privately to cultivate that leader-
ship, but was not entirely successful. While the leader-
ship was sympathetic, 1t reminded Emmerich that individual
families could easily become targets of violent attacks.
Therefore, Emmerich had to wailt until the more violent days
had past before he could hope to get the organized leader-
ship 80 essential to the restoration of community health.

When he saw hils first opportunities in the fall,
he quickly took advantasze of them and pushed for immediate
results. Under the circumstances and the principles that
gulded him, there was little else Emmerich could have done

and still have been of service to his community.




CHAPTER V

DIVERSIFICATION:
LESSONS IN PRACTICAL ECONOMICS

Mr. Emmerich, a former county agent, has always beer

interested in agriculture and has not only given column
Gustry and all the facets related theretord &

Chapter V examined Emmerich's attempt to help edu-
cate area farmers to the improved methods of farming and
how essentlal those methods are to the successful farmer.
It points out how he had to overcome economic dogmatism and
sometimes petty politics to convince the farmers that theilr
methods of production could be improved and farm income in-
ocreased substantially,.

The chapter cites a number of specific examples and
glves these examples in some detall for the specific pur-
pose of showing Emmerich's approach to the problem, his
treatment of the problem, and the probable or proven

results of each treatment.
I. A DRIVING AMBITION

Just as education played a major role in the formu-
lation of Emmerich's social philosophy, it provided the im-
petus for improving agricultural conditions in Mississippi.

1statement by George A. Mullendore, Pike County
Farm Agent, personal correspondense, March 31, 1967.
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Emmerich was a student of agriculture, receiving
two college degrees in that field. He also devoted two
years to working as a county agent in Walthall and Car?oll
counties in Mississippl. But Emmerich had a problem as a
county agent, as county agents were not always the most
appreciated men in Southwest Mississippl and often thelr
demonstrations were scoffed at or simply rejected in favor
of the traditional dogmatic attitude of *what was good
enouzh for my father is good enough for me." Emmerich
realized a more immediate need for some form of educatlion
that the farmers would accept, even if it meant on a slow,
long=-time basis.2 Cotton had been king for a long time in
Mississippl, but now the king was poverty stricken with his
depleted s0il and was pulling Pike County farmers down with
him.

The problem was certain to be one of long duration
and would require a methodical approach through the best
means avallable. Not only would he have to help overcome
the lack of diversified farming, but he would also have to
low prices, as well as to encourage more home grown produceg
to really bring home diversified farming into its own

permaneney.3

éStatement by Oliver Emmerlich, personal interview.

3Ibid.
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But at the beginning, and even after many years of
successful advice and planning, there would be those far-
mers who would challenge his ildeas, providing a test of
sorts as to the validity of his 1deas. He would defend his
programs by using exarples of past successes in farm manage-
ment and application procedures that would encourage his
doubters to at least listen to his advice.

One such example occurred in 1948 shortly after Em-
merich's "16-Point Farm Program" had been introduced to
Pike County. The program, to be examined more closely in
another chapter, was designed to increase production and
profits to all areas of agricultural development in Pike
County. But one lady was not buying the idea. In a letter
to Emmerich, she challenged the validity of the program and
exactly who was to profit from it, She wrote:

Mr. Emmerich: You sure do publicize the 16-

Point Farm Program. I want to say that when the
farmers and dalrymen needed help they couldn't get
it. Now they are making a few dollars and a lot of
businessmen are offering their financial support to
'‘promote' something or other. It is my bellief that
these men intend to get thelr money back with plenty
of interest if they can find enough suckers among
the farrers and dalrymen. I pity those 20 people
that are spending money on poultry houses. They
are in for a lot of work without pay.

Some of my neighbors joined the artificilal

breeders association, and I know how they came

out. Ehey didn't get any calves, but they spent
money.

uLetter to the Editor, Enterprise~Journal. Sep-
tember 16, 1948,
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Emmerioh answered her publicly by pointing out
what the ethics of the program involved as well as why the
program had to be carried out.

It 18 a mistake to hold that because men put their
money into a public cause that *they expeot to get
something out of it.' Surely it is possible for men
and women to be unselfishly interested in their commu-
nity. « « « And if the contributions are not merely
unselfish but based upon selfish interest in the commu-
nity, then again there is nothing wrong. Suppose the
farming business in this section is lifted to new
helghts of prosperity and all of the people benefit as
a result, What 18 wrong with this?

You say you pity the 20 people who are building
poultry houses. The people of Pike County are ocon-
suming 5,000 chickens every week. . . but we are pro-
ducing less than 10% of this number. Is it wrong to
encourage our own people to enjoy this poultry market
at home. . . or shall we cont%nue to pay this cash to
poultrymen of other sections?

He wrote that while artificial breeding of cattle
was not always successful, neither was natural breeding.

He pointed out that while each artificially bred cow would
cost $5 to breed, there were few farmers in the county who
could afford to feed a bull just for his breeding services.
The artificial process would also involve better strains of
cattle.6
Emmerich realized there would always be a few to
doubt the validity of new programs or the updating of old

ones and that made his educational program more acute.

1548 3Edltorial in the Enterprise-Journal, September 16,

61bia.
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If he could Just win over most of the doubters, he felt he
could ot help but succeed.

When Emmerich purchased the MecComb City Enterprise
in 1923, agriculture was foremost in his writings and would
continue to play a dominant theme for the years to come.
His approach was always one of simpliclity and yet direct
frankness. The direct frankness would also provide some
doubters from time to time, but it was a fact that he had
a lot of 1deas and many of them would help to improve the
economic conditions of his county during hlis years as an
editor and publisher.

His techniques varied from informative editorial
pages to full page advertlsements, backed by local busi-
nessmen who recognized the need for greater farm production
to stimulate business growth.

An example of the latter method seemed to overstate
the case, but brought a ringing truth to many of the area
farmers. The advertisement read, "Farm People--On With
McCombt The saddest word of tongue or pen, I have no sow,
no cow, no hen!"” The advertisement explained that many
farmers in the county were actually having to buy meat and
vegetables because they had falled to raise any such items
during the previous year. Thelr concentration was strictly

on cotton and little else seemed to matter. The advertise-

1927 7Adversisement in the City-Enterprise, February 18,
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ment called it poor planning and saild that such planning
could be eliminated if the people were but interested.
Local feed and graln stores wWere ready to cooperate in help-
ing to overcome the situation®

Emmerich's approach included a discussion of small-
er ltems of siznificance as well as major means for farm
improvements. One day he would be critical of the farmer
who did not plan a vegetable garden for the upcoming year
alonzg with his row crop and shortly thereafter he would be
critical of the farmer who dild not figure some hay or graln
into hlis farm program for the cattle and hoss the next win-
ter. He was restless and became involved in almost every
facet of agriculture that might help to improve the county's
economic plisht. He would offer some advice to the farmer
who simply did not know how to zet the most out of what he
produced and scold the farmer who was simply neglectful.
Each winter and spring his newspaper columns would carry
advice and questions about the next crop year. The follow-
ing example was typlical of much of his writing and points
out his approach most vividly; simplicity and direct frank-
ness.

What about 1926? Now is the time to think about

it. What willl be your farm program? Will you make
more thls year and, if so, how? Are you golng to

put more acres in cotton or are you going to get
more cotton on less acres? What about your fertilize?

S1bid.
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Will it be properly administered. . . ?

And your poultry? Are you planning to keep on
losing money on your ocommon mongrel hens? Why not
have the home agent ocull your flock and kill off the
non=-layers? Did you ever stop to think that a few
good hens are better than scores of poor ones?

But while he was concerned with these obviously im-
portant matters, he also nudged the farmer Just a little
about the prospects of "Jjust getting by."™

And your place? 1Is 1t painted? What about a
little paint this year? Wouldn't your wife appre-
clate 1t? Perhaps running water would be more ap-
preclated? That plow, 18 1t still 1in the field where
you left it last July or is it under the shed? Will
you have to buy tools this year because you left the
last ones out in the weather? There goes your running
water. Is this good farming or oriminal negligenoce?
Yes, oriminal negligence in that you are wasting
mone!othat ought to be spent on your wife and child-
ren,

Emmerich's editorlials were basically simple and
direct, but they carried his 1dea of successful farming to
its fullest meaning--incorporate the many diversified fa-
cets of farming including the small, somewhat trivial,
problems that concerned farmers, and ocreate the well-round-
ed farmer.

Remem»der, it 1s the well-rounded program that

counts. Feed your stock, feed your family; all from

your farm and put the balance of your time to ooiion
a8 & money orop, and you are pretty sure to win.

;Editorial in the City-Enterprise, December 17, 19254

1oIbid. 111b1d.
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But Emmerich did more than ralse important ques-
tions regarding the farmer's well-being. He sought ways to
guarantee that well-being. When a question did arise, he
would quickly attack the problem, 1f one existed, and try
to find a solution. One of his favorlite ways of demon-
strating his conclusions was through the creatlon of sto-
ries. For example, he might hear from the county agent
that some farmers wWere having problems with getting their
calves to grow off properly. If the agent had an answer
he would print it, but if he had to go to the University
Experiment Station in his region for the answer, he would
use the scientific tests that applled and explain them in
story form. One such story dealt with the way some farmers
argued about the proper way to feed hogs for the most pro-
fit. Milo corn chops was the basic food for hogs in Pilke
County supplemented by pastures. It was being argued that
skim milk should be added to the diet, but others thought
it would be s0 expensive that it would actually cause a
loss of profit. Emmerich obtalned a sclentific report that
had been performed with one diet consisting of milo corn
chops, skim milk, and pasture, another using =ilo corn
chops and skim milk, and the third conslsting of only
milo corn chops and pasture. During the time perlod, the
first hoz zained 306 pounds, the second hos gained 250
pounds, and the third hog zained 95 pounds. The first hog
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also made the most profit with $11.26, the second had a
profit of $7.39, and the hog fed on milo corn chops and
pasture made a profit of only 23 cents.l2 Emmerich's point
had been made,

The lesson from such a story, based on proved data,
could hardly be made more obvious., While the original ex-
pense might have been a little more on the quality feed
program, the profit was so large, 1t could be affoirded to
have higher feed bills. One should have roughage as a
supplement, but it should not be the full dlet with some
grass from time to time. Such explanatlons and obvious
suggestions were a regular part of Emmerich's editorial
page and farm page columns,

Then for the farmer who was so determined to make a
success of row crop production, Emmerich had some more
valuable advice--restore life to the depleted soll. Much
of that advice was of a technlical nature, but the type that
makes theory take on practical meaning in terms of economic

application and common sense.
II. 1IN SPITE OF DOUBT

When the boll weevil becsme such a menace to
cotton farmers during the middle 1920's, Emmerich quickly

sought ways to overcome thelr destructive force. One of

1241 torial in the City Enterprise, December 27,

1923.
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the known facts about the weevil's habits was that he hi-
bernated in fence rows during the winter months; something
that many farmexrs did not realize at that early date after
the weevil's invasion of Mississippi. Parmers were often
Julled into a pseudo-security when a cold winter would seem
to have destroyed the insects. Therefore, the farmer was
not necessarily in a hurry to plant his seed in the spring,
an lmportant factor in countering weevll damage. This was
one false notion that Emmerich had to destroy, as it was
not the hibernating weevll that did the real damage.

The hibernating weevil. . . multiplies, and the
second and third generations menace the cotton crop.
The reproduction is so rapld that a small number of
gzzzétzdcggszfgédly replenish the South with this
Emmerich said to outwit the weevil, the farmer had
to work fast. He wrote, "There 1s only one way to make a
crop of cotton, and that 1s to hasten the growth of the
stalk and put on fruit faster than the weevil can destroy
it.'lu This meant early maturity. Emmerich deduced that
the question demanding an answer was: "How do I achleve
this early maturity?®™ Emmerich supplied the answer in some-
what detallei fashion, yet with simplicity. It depended

upon the proper use of fertilizers, the variety of seed

1925 13ga1torial in the Clty-Enterprise, February 12,

Ibid.
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planted, and the proper spacing of the seeds. The Univer-
sity Experiment Station recommended a formula of 100 pounds
of potaslk, 200 pounds of nitrate soda, and 200 pounds of
acld phosphate per acre for the depleted 8011.15

Few farmers in Pike County used potash (a fertili-
zer that provided a strengthening of the plant's fiber) al-
though 1t cost only 75 cents per acre and could increase
the yleld in the county by 25 to 33 per cent. He relied on
the Experiment Station again in the selection of variety.
The highest ylelding varleties were given in order of im-
portahce along with a reason why certain other varleties
should be avoided. He pointed out that one variety, Half-
and-Half, was condemmed because of 1ts short staple.

The full inch cotton should be the goal of the
hill farmer. Short staple 1s not considered pro-
fitable as it brings little premium.

farmers should also consider the fact that early
maturity 1s also made avallable by the use of close
§g::;fggr::liggtlzgg.qgll sides and three and a half

The thick spacing brovided a molsture preservative
by shading the soil during the long hot summer months. At
a time when irrigation was at a premium, it was most impor-

tant to hold as much moisture as possible through other

means.

1514,

16gaitorial in the City Enterprise, February 15,

1925.
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Emmerich was also concermned that the farmers under-
stand that he was basing his information on the best sclen-
tific data avallable and not concocting each of his sug-
gestions from individual fantasies. The Experiment Statlion
was making great efforts to improve the broken dowm methods
of traditional farm practlces, and Emmerich felt his farm-
ing community should be allowed to take advantage of these
new developments as quickly as possible.

Tews and editorial columns alike carried definite
information from the Experiment Station. Emmerich would
interpret much of the scientific information into the lay-
man's language, always pointing out that it was ultimately
up to the farmer to implement the suggestlons and data.
While some farmers were usling the new and successful me=-
thods, many were not and someone had to set examples for
them, reflecting the urge to community action and coopera-
tion that Emmerich felt was so essential to a well-rounded
agricultural and business program in the Pike County area.

The blg task 1s to sell these 1ldeas to the far-

mers who are afrald to venture from the beaten path
and herein lies our appeal. The leading farmers

have a responsibility. . . and a duty to spread

this gospel of practical farming. It 1s their duty
to place farming on higher and more profitable planes.
It is an individual duty. . . of every man ?9d woman

who 1s Interested in community advancement.

Thls was Emmerich's driving ambition and one that

71014,
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could not be achieved readily or easlly. Dogmatic tradi-
tions provided many obstacles to Emmerich®'s hope for a bet-
ter society, but he continued to offer suggestions and ba-
sic information that would benefit the farm, if only the
farmer would take advantage of it. There was also another
obstacle that Emmerich had to contend with in the form of
petty politics, offering him some of his greatest challen-

ges and rewards.
III. A TEST OF STRENGTH

While most of Emmerich's efforts were geared to a
personal appeal to each and every member of the community,
they seldom brought individual personalities into conflict.
He seldom cited specific examples of individual fallure,
but instead would show what the individual could do to im-
prove the slituation in which he found himself. Seldom
would he get involved in local political battles to the
point of name-calling or insulting, but he was not afrald
to attack any and all problems that he deemed necessary to
attack.

One such problen arose in 1929 that, at the time,
provided the community with some of its most anxious mo-
ments.

Huey Long was Governor of Louislana and Theodore

G. Bilbo was Governor of Mississirpl. Mississippl had
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passed a law that required cattle to be dipped in oll vats
to rid them of Texas fever tloks, but Loulsiana had no such
law and "the prospects of them getting one were ni1,"18
Most of the territory along the border of the two states
was open range grazing and identification of cattle depen-~
ded on branding. This created a problem for Mississippil
farmers living along the border as their cattle would mix
with those from Loulslana and therefore get the fever
ticks. The entire border area was put under quarantine by
the Federal Government "untlil such time as the ticks had
been ridded."l? uhat was more aggravating for the border
farmers was the fact that they had to have thelr cattle
dipped every two weeks at a central point some miles away
from most of the farms. Thls required time, effort, and
expense on the part of the farmers.

A May 10 news story 1n the City-Enterprise reported
that for most of the county, the quarantine would end June
1. The story also reported that if a double fence was
built along the ILoulsiana-Mississlippl border, the border
farmers could also be taken off quarantine eventually. The
fence had become a topic for discussion a couple of months

before'ét a town meeting in McComb as to its feasibllity.

188tatement by Oliver Emmerich, personal interview.

19News story in the City-Enterprise, May 10, 1929.
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A joint meeting was called for March 12 by the
Board of Supervisors from Pike and Walthall countles, as
the two countlies bordered each other and also bordered
Louisiana. Other border counties were calling similar
meetings. The idea was formulated to build the double
fence from the Mississliopl River to the Pearl River, a dis-
tance of some 120 miles.20

Some of the opposition stemmed from the ldea that
the erection of such a fence would tend to delay the cam-
paign of tick eradicatlion in Louislana, at the time a very
weak movement. Others sald farmers along the border would
be inconvenienced and the double fence would take a lot of
valuable space out of production.21

However, the majority of the farmers secemed to fa=-
vor the structure and indicated as much at the March 12
meeting by an overwhelming vote of approval.22
Pike County's expenses in erecting such a structure
would be approximately $7,500. Considering the previous
year some $18,500 had been spent on dipping cattle alone,

most of the farmers felt the fence price was reasonable

enough.23

2ONews story in the CityeEnterprise, March 8, 1929

21yews story in the Clty-Enterprise, March 15, 1929.

22
Ibid. 231b1d.
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¥slanderous and even libelous® material.26

Emmerich retorted with a list of questions and sta-
tistics to enforce his questions. He wanted to know why
the fence was not being built and noted that the range ri-
ders were costing as much as the fence would, and they were
not doing half the Job a double fence would do.

He relied on his knowledge of agriculture and con-
tinued to raise pertinent questions. 3ut he commented:

A large percentage of cattle grown under tick
conditions are immune to tick fever. 3ut, now that
Pike County is practically tick~free, it is a cer-
tainty that this immunity has been lost. When dip-
ping is discontinued, and if ticks from Louisiana
are permitted to re-infest our herds, it is certain

that thousands of 9ollars will be lost because of
Texas tick fever.2

But the =Soard of Supervisors wasn't interested.
Instead, it continued to hlire range riders throughout the
sumner to patrol the border. Emmerich blasted the sustain-
ed effort as one of obstinacy. He ridiculed the use of
range riders, added that the Leglislature would reimburse
local expenses for the fence, and that it was political ex-
pedlency that was causing the major problem.28

At present our Supervisors are literally wasting

the taxpayer's morney with extreme extravagance. Cer-
tainly it 1s high time that the Supervisors build the

28Lotter to Edltor, City-Enterprise, May 3, 1929.

27gqitorial in the City.Enterprise, May 3, 1929.

281114,
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state-line fence, stop this mad spending of public
sation of alpping in Pike County:2s . o

To add to his argument, Emmerich reported that the
Federal Government, upon making an inspection of cattle in
the county, extended the quarantine indefinitely from the
June 1 deadline previously set and therefore slowed any
marketing of beef or milk. Reaction by the local farmers
resulted in the dynamiting of aumerous oll vats. Although
dippins would be discontinued, the quarantine would remain
in effect. The government saild that 1f the dqouble fence
were bullt, the quarantine would most likely he lifted much
more quickly than would otherwlse be the case.30

During the flrst week of October, the 3z0ard of
Supervisors decided to change 1ts position and, o2 October
10, began advertlising for bids to buy and construct the ne-
cessary materials for the fence., Emmerich quickly "congratd
ulated" the “oard for ". . . endorsing a state-line fence
to keep Loulsiana's ticky cattle out of Pike County."Jl He
commended them on thelr "foresight" saying:

They have contributed immeasurably to the pro-

gress and prosperity of Pike County and South Missis-

sippl by deciding to bulld the fence. Had the builg-
ing of the fence been delayed much longer the county

291,14,

301h14.

31gdaitorial in the City-Enterprise, October 11, 1929.
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would have been compelled to pay for the entire cost
of the construction. The State Livestock Sanitary
Board handed down an ultimatum to the effect that no
ald should be gilven to the county should the fence
not be built by December 15. Accordingly, the Board
took action.

The fight to build the double fence was long and
often threatened violence. Although Emmerich was highly
critical of the Board at times, he recognized the position
in1 which the members found themselves and knew what they
had to do to be re-elected. Perhaps for thls reason did
he feel an even greater urgency and responsibility to in-
form his public of the critical issues involved, for he
knew the meaning of petty politics and the harm that poli-
tical manipulation could bring to an economically unstable
community. Reflectinz on the episode, he said:

The supervisors were politicians. Patronage
meant much to them. At that time, any government
job was a coveted thing because the economy was hard.

In lieu of the fence the 3o0ard planned to have
patrols along a 30-mile border, working 1in three
shifts of eight hours each. Thils meant the employ-
ment of ninety men and a force sufficient to be of
much help politically to the members of the county
board. The newspaper reasoned that one guard for
each mile would be ineffective. If a patrolman on
horseback went along his beat for one mile and back
he would be traveling two mlles from a glven point.
Obviously while he was traveling this distance a
tick-infasted heifer could walk 100 yards across the
state line. So we advocated the double line fence
and the supervisors plugged for patronage. And
because Jobs were scarce and many wanted the jobs as

321p44.
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patrolmen the fegge idea was unpopular. But the
fence was bullt.

Although the idea was somewhat unpopular, Emmerich
realized that the long-rance farm program would be hurt
drastically if the tick-infested cattle were allowed to
continue mixing with the dairy cattle in Pike County. Even
when the local officlals were against him, Emmerich ven-
tured out to guarantee that the future of the community
might be safeguarded.

IV. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Emmerich has had a tremendous degree of foresight
over the years with which he could quickly recognlize a
problem. His alertness to those problems helped him solve
many problems and bring compromise solutlions to others
where a guaranteed method 4id not exist.

He despised Mississippi's zreat agriculture bane--
non-dlversification. He disliked the dogmatlc thinking of
80 many Misslissipplans, and more specifically, Plke County
farmers, but he recognized such a problem as one of life's
great challeages.

His desire for an educated farming community was
excelled only by his efforts at gettinz more sclentific and

proved methods of agricultural production across to the

33Statement by Oliver Emmerich, personal corres-
pondence, April 18, 1967.
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public.

Examples in this chapter show how he approached the
problems with simplicity to enhance understanding, and yet
with a direct frankness that brought the economic plight
of the farmers into direct confrontation with reality.
Many of the problems recognized in this chapter seem some-
what minute today, but one must remember that such things
ac the boll weevil, dry weather, lack of scientific know-
how served as major obstacles to the farmer of the 1920°'s.

His urge to action was demanding. He felt one
should not simply read what he had to say, but should em-
ploy the advice as well. He was determined tc help im-
prove his geographical area economically through education
by showing there were more profitable ways of doing things
than most realized. If the cause of the poor economic
standards was dogmatlic traditions based on a lack of edu-
cation, then Emmerich would point out how modern methods of
farming could offer greater financilal rewards than had
previous methods.

tlhen he saw something beilng done incorrectly, he
did not complain. Instead, he would suggest that there
misht be a btetter way to zet the job done hoping that the
person involved would realize hils own way was not the best
way. Emmerich felt that hls purpose was to keep the fires
burning under the community so that they would take the
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initiative to improve themselves, knowing full well that it
was a cooperative effort toward improvement. He used the
power of sugzestion on many occasions. If the farmer could
be convinced to chancge his method of farming for the better
and believe it was his own self-enlizhtenment that brought
about the eventual change, then Emmerich had achleved his
objective.

Emmerich felt that all he could do must be done in
the name of prozress and service. If a farmer raised his
profits over the previous year, that was progress. If he
raised those profits through the advice of Emmerich, then
that was service. By combining the two, Emmerich felt the
county could achieve its growth more rapldly. Progress was
dependent upon enlizhtenment of the farmers to the improved
farming technliques. To provide that enlizhtenment was the
first duty of Emmerich®'s ambitious undertaking.




CHAPTER VI
THE GRASS ROOTS MOVEMENT

e o o« Mr. J.0O. Emmerich's imagination, interest,
enthusliasm, and editorial leadership were the prin-
ciple factors influencing the acceptance of the 16-
Point Development Program.

e o« « It 1s my opinion that the Enterprise-~
Journal, more than any other single institution,
within or without the county, has contributed most to
8 better way of 1life for the people of Pike County.

This chapter contains an examination of Emmerich's

efforts in implementinz "The Grass Roots Sixteen-Point Farm
and Home Prozram of Pike County, Mississippl," hereinafter
referred to as "The Grass Roots lHovement."™ It considers
how Emmerich prepared the people for the farm program, what
problems he faced, what in essence the program involved,

and what the results of the program were.
I. STABLE ROOT STRUCTURES ARE BASIC

Oliver Emmerlch sought for many years to help fosten
a positive attitude among Pike County farmers toward bulld-
ing a stable agricultural economy in the area. Emmerich re=
coznized the need for a more dlversified agricultural pro-
gram early in his career after watching cotton bankrupt the
farmers with increasing rapidity, but he became more con-

cerned about implementing a specific farm program following

1Mullendore, loc. cit.
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World War II. He felt the major problem was the continuing
lack of education amongs the farmers, and he had been trying
to help offset the problem as much as possible during the
past twenty years. 3But he had not realized the measurable
degree of success he desired most. He felt the success or
fallure of any long range farm program depended primarily
upon whether the farmers were wiliing to help themselves.
He noted that 1f the farmer expressed a willingness to be-
gin, and 1f he could get Just a little initlal help finan-
clally, he would prove himself capable of establishing that
desired stable economy.2

For many years, it had not been possibie for farm-
ers to decrease thelr indebtedness because of poor crops.
Tfew could actually find 1t possible to make 1t through the
following winters without extending credit notes at banks
Lnd lendinz agencles. The personal indebtedness of Plke
County's 40,000 residents in 1946 ran almost to $1,700,000,
instead of the more comfortable $400,000 it would run in
1951. Most of the indebtedness was upon the farmers.3 But
Emmerich knew that if the communlty's agricultural problems
were to be solved, it would be ultimately up to local

2Harold C. Wire, "A County Builds Its Own Prosper-
ity," Country Gentleman, December, 1950, p. 68.

3J‘ackson Hand, "Pike County Mississippi. . . Mecca
of the Farm Improvement Faithful," Harvester World, May,
1951’ Pe 23.
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farmers to solve them, regardless of thelr present economic
status,

Emmerich felt loocal responsibllity was a necessity
for making any local program effective. He reflected that
phillosophy more recently when he wrote:

Behind every achlevement are the dreams, the

purposes, the energles of the people responsibdle
for thelr attainmmet. Thils concept applles to in-
dividuals and corporations, and must apply to oom=-
munities which seek to be up and coming and on the
march. This means that the community which covets
a stronger economy, more enjoyable surroundings,
increased opportunities for growth and a more dy-
namic c¢clvic personality, must recognize the poten=-
tial of self help. The center of the earth is
where we live. Directions and distances radiate
out from this center. The civic-minded, alext
citizen can say, 'This 1s where we live and ouﬁs
is the responsibility to make the most of it.'

Emmerich began in 1945 to encourage not only indi-
vidual farmers toward better production methods, but also
began to encourage some type of community effort that would
give the farmers the incentlive needed to develop those me-
thods. For almost two years, he encouraged businessmen to
conslder the importance of farm income to their own income
and suggested that the entire county Join the effort to de-
velop a total economy in the area. Motor caravans traveled
throughout Mississlppl and even into neighboring states
where experimental farm improvement programs aad been under-

taken and had already enjoyed some degree of success.

ﬁStatement by Oliver Emmerich, personal correspon-
dence, May 20, 1967,
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The most notable of these trips for Emmerich was a trip to
the University of Mississippl at Oxford where he heard
Editor George MoLean of the Tupelo Journal tell a group of
agricultural leaders about his successful campaign to help
build a relatively successful agricultural-industrial eco-
nomic prozram in that lortheast Misslissippl community.

Mr. Emmerich, his newspaperman's zeal for com-
munity service flred by his county agent background,
could hardly walt to get hack to McComb. He quickly
assembled 27 local businessmen and farm leaders and
carted them all up to Tupelo for a first-hand glimpse
at what was being done there.

Emmerich was soon pushing the idea of a large com-
munity farm prozram in his editorial columns, directed at
stimulating the thought processes among the farmers in the
hope that hlis 1dea would catch on quickly. The 1lls of his
community were recognizable immedlately and demanded un-
equivocal attention if they were to be negated.

Late in 1947, his front-page editorials pointed
out what was wrong with Plke County's farming. Some
of them were: 75 per cent of the farm income was
from soil-depleting crops, mostly cotton. The farm-
ers Wwere not marketing poultry, egss, dalry products
or beef to any extent. Only 2,000 acres of the county
Were in improved pasture land, out of a potential
45,000, The county lacked storage and processing 6
plants for sweet potatoes and other perishable crops.

hile Emmerich's editorials were appearing on page

one of the Enterprise~Journal, he was busy holding numerous

5Christ1an Sclence Monitor, loc. cit.

6W1re, OL. clt., P 30.
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conferences primarily with Stennis Johnson, Vice President
of the McComb First National Bank, and George Mullendore,
Pike County Farm Agent.?

Farmers, storekeepers, and c¢iviec ¢lub represent-
atives were soon responding to Emmerich's appeal for a
meeting in MeComb to discuss any and all aspects of a farm
program,

Emmerich told community leaders that 1f the county
really wanted to get on stable ground economically, the
farmers would have to srow more crops, develop better pas-
. |ture land, and display a willingness to work hard at making
any farm prozram pay.8 He noted that it would take some
$60,000 to carry the program through the first three years,
according to a report prepared by County Agent George Mul-
lendore. Leaders quickly pledged the necessary financial
ald and turmed to the sixteen points for farm progress that
Emmerich had proposed, providing the initial help that Em-

merich felt was s0 necessary to get the farmers moving.9

II. THE SIXTEEN POINT PROGRAM

On January 6, 1948, ®"The Grass Roots Movement" was

inausurated officlially by 200 county leaders at a meeting

~ 7Tbid.

8"Mr. Dynamite, " Newsweek, February 20, 1950, p. 52.

INews story in Enterprise-Journal, Jamary 7, 1948.
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in McComb. The Enterprise-Journal reported the next day

that the plan was approved unanimously, and elaborated on
the hope for its success, but hinted that nobody should ex-
pect miracles ilmmediately because the program would be a
lonz rance investment of time and energy.

In advancing a program of development for McComb
and Pike County and all of the communities within the
trade area of McComb, Summit, Fernwood, Magnolia, and
Osyka, 1t becomes necessary to think in terms of what
is peeded for overall expansion of resources 8?8 to
plan, not for one year, but for several years.

The plan was carried to all the local communities
by thelr own representatives, who had attended the licComb
meetinz. The systematlc explanation of the program began
Wwith the experts--the county agent and hls assistantse-
describing the plan in detall to the elected representatived
from each community who in turn ". . . told their nelghbors
in regular, well-attended monthly meetings at communlity
schoolhouses. "11

It was explained that the program was to be more
than Jjust breaking up the county's "once baslec one-croplsm,%
takinxy on broader aspects in an attempt to develop the
total resources of the county more fully.

The program began slowly during the first year, but
it 4id gain some support as individual supporters showed

LOyews story 1n Enterprise-Journal, Jaanuary 7, 1948*

11Hand, op. cit., Do 20,
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how certain parts of the progrem were beneficlal to them.
The speed-up of the program in 1949 was reflected in the
one and a third million dollar inocrease of Pike County's

12 The year 1949 was a bad cotton

farm income over 1948.
year and the farmers lost $70,000 on cotton, but total
income from other sources created by "The >rass Roots
Movement" increased by $1,362,625.13 This was what Emmer-
ich called the essential beauty of dlversified farming;
losses from one crop could be offset by gains in another,
allowing the farmer to be more independent in his financlal
planning and status.

In the first of the sixteen projJects outlined in
the "Grass Roots lMovement" it was recommended that a sweet
potato storage plant be constructed to serve the potato-
developing area in the northeastern part of the couaty. A
30,000 capacity plant was figured to cost $15,000 with the
county farmers having to raise an immediate $5,000. Emmer-
ich explained that the Bank of Cooperatives of New Orleans
had already agreed to allow Pike County to float a $5,000
loan over an extended period of time. The Mississippil
Legislature had agreed to make an outright contribution
of $5,ooo.1#

12("‘112‘3, OD» cit., P. 6?0
135ana, loc. cit.
14News story in Enterprise-Journal, January 7, 1948
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MeComb's Exchange Club pushed the project and en-
couraged an extra effort among the potato farmers to show
that it could be a successful project. The immediately
needed $5,000 was ralsed largely through the efforts of the
Exchanze Club and the project was already a success before

the end of the year in 1948. The Jackson Daily News lauded

the farmers and the Exchange Club for their high measure of
successe.

To make Pike County the sweet potato capital of the
world. « « is the laudable objJective of the Exchange
Club of McComb.

The first annual Sweet Potato Festival held at
McComb Saturday undexr the auspices of that organization
was a huge success, starting even members of the Ex=-
change Club with its proportioas.

Although the (swest potato) movement had a rather
late start. . « 3 the yileld was heavy and of excellent
quality, an? there is a profitable market for the en-
tire yleld. 5

Although the editorial did not indicate specific

figures for the total income, Emmerich's personal records
revealed that the sweet potato crop zrossed $115,000. The
farmers then increased their 1949 income over the 1948
figure by a $23,200 actual dollar increase.l®

The second project called for greater efforts in

the artificlal breeding of cattle, which was designed to

15g41torial in Jackson Dally News, November 2, 1948,

16011ver Cmmerich, "The 16-Point Farm Program, "
(McComb, Mississippl: Personal Records File, 1949), p. 21.
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improve the average milk productlon of cows in the county.
Already, the Pike County Artificlal Breeders

Assoclatlion has an investment of 312,000 in such a
(program). . . « The assoclation owns three bulls
and has a fourth bull bor{ wed from the Illinoils
Central Railroad Company.

But now the emphasls was on a larger program to
improve the milk production from 400 gallons to 600 gallons
of milk per cow each year. Quallity-bred stock would be a
major contributinz factor in attaining that goal.18 3y
January 1, 1950, the association owned nine bulls wvalued at
|a total of $15,000 as cpposed to the three bulls in 1947,
The artifical insemination prozram served six counties and
in 1949, there were 5,394 cows bred throush the program as
opposed to only 300 in 1947.19
Two different projects called for a major dairy and
beef stock show during the fall and spring respectively to
maintaln a constant interest in the two programs. The show
in the fall would be the South Mississippl Dairy Show,
created and sponsored by the Mississippl Legislature to
encourage dalrying in the county, and the spring show would
be the continuation of the Pike County Livestock Assocla-

tion's established show. It was felt that a contiauous

174ews story in Enterprise-Journal, January 7, 1948,
181bid.

19¢mmerich, "The 16-Point Farm Program," op. cit.,
pp (] 12-130
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emphaslis should be placed on prize dairy and beef=type
cattle and that could best be accomplished with the two
|shows each year.zo
County Azent George Mullendore added emphasis to the
corn production improvement program when he suggested that
the county's corn yleld could be doubled easily in three
years if the proper methods cf production were followed.
Farmers in the dairy busliness and the beef stock program
wWelcomed this added incentive to greater feed production.
But many were skeptical that such a prediction could be
lactualized.
Some 28,000 acreas of corn in 1947 produced an aver-
ge of 15 bushels per acre at a value of $420,000. The av-
t;age was raised to 24 bushels per acre in 1948 at a value
of $672,000. The 1949 crop averaged 25 bushels per acre on
21,000 acres and averaged 49 bushels per acre on 7,000 more
jacres for a 31 bushels per acre average yileld and a gain iﬁ
value of $448,000 over the 1947 crop. The area farmers
Were astounded to find that the prediction by Mullendore
had not taken the predicted three years, but had been accom-

lished in two years. The success involved no secret for-
ﬁnla or miracle worker that came along, but a simple appli-

cation of good farminz methods involving proper seeding,

2°News story in Enterprise-Journal, January 7, 1948.
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fertilization, and cultivation. Emmerich never ceased to
emphasize the nonexistence of any secrets in the prozram,
but Just simple application of basic farming technlques.21

Emmerich felt that "The Grass Roots Movement® would
be 1Incomplete 1f 1t excluded the youth of the county. He
therefore emphasized alding the 4-H Clubs and Future rarmerd
of America organizations in the county by helping them to
develop basic sklills necessary in handling farming tech-
niques adequately. In the same spirit, it was suggested
that a beef chain and dairy chain be started to aid young
boys who were interested in developing guality livestock
herds. The Illinois Central Service Club and the Magnolia
Rotary Club donated two heifers each in 1948 and 1949 re-
spectively to create a continuing dsiry chain in the orga-
nizations; and the lcComb Lions Clud and the Summit Rotary
Club donated a total of three purebred heilfers to start a
beef cattle chain. The inclusion of youth in "The Grass
Roots Movement" was reflected in the value of the 4-H Club
products ir 1549 at $72,195.22 The beef chain worked as
follows: Three registered calves were purchased by the
local sexrvice clubs and placed with three boys selected

from the 4-H clubs and/ocr the *uture “armers of America

21Emmer:l.ch, "The 16-Point “arm Program,® op. cit.,
Sp

pp. 5-6.

221bide, pp. 13-15.
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clubs in the county. The first calf born to these heifers

would be returned to the club and in turn given to another

club boy, forming an endless chain of beef development.23

3ut the county agricultural leaders were also push-
ing for more and tetter beef production among the adults.

Thelr efforts helped bring a $172,000 increased value in

two years to the beef production program in the county.zu

The development of a better and larger permanent
pasture program was also needed. Emmerich wrote in 1948:

The average per farm family income in Mississippl
last year was $1,316. The per farm family income for
the nation for the same time averaged $4,085. Agri-
cultural leaders recognize that this is the result,
first: Ffrom the fact that 75% of our farm income 1is
from soll depleting crops and only 25% is from live-
stock and livestock products. In the nation as a
whole 55% of the cash income is derived from live-
stock and livestock products and only 45% comes from
soll depleting crops. . . and second: In the South
75% of our milk production comes from highly con-
centrated feed and only 25% from pasture grazing and
cheap stored roughage. In the Mid-West 75% of milk
production comes from pastures and cheap stored
roughage whereas on£§ 25% is derived from expensive
concentrated feeds.

If this sad economic fact was to be eradilcated,
then it would take a solid program of land improvement fer-

tilizers and development. Lime was a good example of how

23News story in Enterprise~Journal, January 7, 1948,
k134,

ou8 25Editor1a1 in Enterprise-Journal, Sentember 16,
1 . -
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pasture improvement methods worked.

A farmer, Reld Estess, offered to gamble his time
in handling the lime and spreading it. Banker John-
son arranged a loan to buy Estess two speclal lime-
spreading trucks, at a cost of $5000 each. The
Illinois Central Railroad offered three sidings, in
separate parts of the county, so that stock plles of
lime would always be handy. A young dalryman, Earl
Willlams, agreed to lead off in proving the lime
program on his 68 acres of pasture land. All this
was early in 1948.

The result? Reed Estess now owns six of hils
special lime-spreading trucks with an investment
of $30,000. #rom almost no lime used when the pro-
granm started, 220 car%gads, or 11,000 tons, were
spread in 1959 alone.
0f equal importance, 1f not more important, was the
fact that Williams built his 68 acres into fertile pasture
land and reaped the profits from a good pasture.
e o o he has built up a herd of 28 milkers and
12 heifers. In 1949 his cash income from milk alone
was 378002 not counting sale of calves and culled-
out cows. 7
This was only the beginning of the pasture improve-
ment program. County Azent Mullendore used examples like
Willlams to show other Pike Countians the value in spending
a few extra dollars (the lime cost $7 per ton) in order to
get a larger return. lMore minerals were put into the soil
alonzg with the lime and by the end of 1949, the value of

the permanent pasture program in increased meat and milk

26Wire, op. 9_120, Pe 66-

27Ibid., p. 67.
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production alone was $220,000. It also showed some 11,000
acres placed in improved permanent pasture land in 1949
compared to the 4,000 acres in 1947, The program was not
yet a complete success, but 1t was making great inroads in-
to improving the basic feed pro~ram for the cattle in Pike
County.28
Poultry production was another major area on "The
Grass Roots Movenent" progress. Emmerich was concermed
with the fact that Pike County's grocery stores and restau-
rants were having to import most of thelr poultry and eggs
to meet consumer demands. He felt that 1f the county would
produce even enough for 1ts own needs, that would be a
start. The county was producing only 5,000 birds every
twelve weeks in early 1948, but increased that to 100,000
every twelve weeks in 1949.2°
In 1947 the annual broiler production was 20,000
birds. . «+ « The employment of a poultry specialist
was part of the program. Last year Pike County pro-
duced one million broilers.30
The phenomenal success in this area rested primar-

ily in the fact that the poultry specialist first helped

already-existent producers by showing them techniques that

20Emmerich, "The 16-Point Farm Program," op. cit.,
pp. 17, 19.

291"11'8’ ODe. cit.y, Do 68.
3001iver Emmerich, "Magnolia Bank Plays Important

Role in Developing Pike County," Mississippi Stockman-
Farmer, March, 1952, p. 6.
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Secondly, the arrangement of cooperatives helped to stimu-

A whereby large loans

late the poultry production proiram,
could be obtained over lonz periods of time through state
and regional poultry dealers.

A program for the eradication of Bangs disease, an
infectious cattle disease that often causes abortive preg-
nancies, was pushed by the cattle producers. The eradica-
tion of such a disease was invaluable to the farmers and
could not bYe measured in specific terms. The important
thing was that the disease had to be eradicated if the othex
beef and dalry programs were to mean anything.32

Forestry was another major industry in the rolling
hill country of Southwest Hississlppl, but was often over-
looked as a means for stimulating any major economic growth
in the area, perhaps because of its lengthy demands for
growth. But Emmerich felt improved forestry would greatly
enhance any economic growth in the total program. He noted:

e o o 356 farmers made forest land improvements,

3500 forest acres (were) checked by foresters, 1070
units of pulpwood (were) marked and sold, and
2,870,000 feet of saw logs (were) marked before
sale. « . resulting in a $64,910 value increase
over 1948.33

That was not so easlily measured in the forestry

311paq.

32Emmerich, "The 16-Point Farm Program," op. cit.,

pP. 16.

33Ibido, Pe 2?0
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progran were the clinics on fire prevention and how to
evaluate and cull timber.

Although emphasis had been placed on ending the
county's "one cropism" problem, cotton still imaintained a
major position in the farm program. It was a staple crop
and orie, in the ri:sht kind of year, that would pay exceed-
ingly ~ood dividends. Instead of excluding it, the county
a~ernt and his assistants taught the farmers to realize the
need for good fertilizers to enrich the soll, to choose a
good variety of cotton, and to cultivate it properly througi
"modern farming techniques snd practices." The polint now,
however, was that cotton would simply not get the attention
it had received in years past.34

A beautificatlion program was also launched. Emmer-
ich's brother, a Methodist missionary, called Emmerich's
attention to the Japanese practice of having a lighted
cherry blossom trail in season each year. Since lMecComb was
well known throughout the state for 1ts azaleas, the ques-
tion of a lighted azalea trail in McComb each year was con-
sidered. The 1dea carried with widespread support and was
developed into a major production to the point that it be-
came a major festival in the town's calendar of events.>>

Emmerich enjoyed thinking that "The Grass Roots

Fews story in Enterprise-Journal, January 7, 1948,

35statement by Oliver Emmerich, personal interview.




114
Movement®™ was successful in that the entire community was
involved and it worked in a positive attitude with a sense
of pending accomplishment. The specific accomplishments
were astounding, but Emmerich’s deep satisfaction rested in
the area of human action and thinking as reflected in a
positive and energetic mind.

The overall program cost some $20,000 the first
year and $18,000 the second.

Of the original backers, one has dlied, one moved
away and one deserted. The rest are still supporting
it strongly and will renew it next year. This has
happened in a region where, 25 years ago, 18 dipping
vats were dynamited in a single night by ignorant,
angry farmers prggesting the state dlipping law to
eradicate ticks.

At the end of the three year program in 1950, the
vast majority of the county's residents had realized
finally just how important the diversified farm program was.
Many of the skeptics in the early stages of the program
were now some of the more ardent supporters.

New methods, new farm bulldings, old land being
planted successfully to new crops-~that's the story
you see all up and down Pike County. Farm benefilts
stimulated by Pike County's 16-Point Program are
pPlain enough. « « ¢« Then what has the program done
for the businessman?

Success brings success and money brings money--~
to everyone--that 1s the answer. Businessmen spon-

sors who backed the 16-Point Farm Program figure that
thelr investment has brought an actual cash return

44§6Charles Nutter, "A Crusading Editor Gets Re3ults,"|
Beader's Digest, January, 1951, p. 137.
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to the county at a rate of 10,000 per oent.37
But Emmerich recognized something else in the pro-
gram that was equal to the 10,000 per cent, not in terms of
economics but in terms of individual initiative. He had
often complained that blg government with all of its bu-
reaucracy was overrated as a provider of answers to agri-
cultural problems. He felt local responsibility again had
to be the answer to the local problems. Reflecting on the
three year program, he noted that, "We've proved that the
man at the grass roots level will produce more, and better,
with only a 1little help--then leave him alone.38
Emmerich felt that with the outbreak of the Korean
Conflict, there would be a great demand for the quick pro-
duction of more food. He also felt that Plke County was
ready to do its share in meeting that demand.

III. PROBLEMS, ACCEPTANCE, TRIBUTES

Emmerich's role as an editor was one of keeping
the program before the public and keeping it in proper
perspective. This he did by devoting large segments of his
newspaper to reporting and explaining the progress of the
program., Emmerich followed a hard-sell policy, because
the program simply dld not galn acceptance rapidly enough.

;37w1re, loc. cit.

381bia.
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He atfributed the slow start to a general skepticism among
the farmers that there was a good possibility that they
would be out expenses on programs on which profits could
not be guaranteed unequivocally. Emmerioch knew that while
continued efforts through the newspaper toward convinoing
the farmers of the program's value was necessary, he felt
merely explaining the program's wvalues was not enough.
What he needed most was local examples of success stories,
but those examples took time to develop. The immediate
need, then, became one of orienting the people to the pro-
gram and making efforts toward encouraging active partici-
ration by as many farmers as possible in the least amount
of time. This he did with much determination and optimism.
He later recalled:

The editor of a community or area newspaper 1s in
the position of emphasizing this philosophy. People
must be reminded. Leadership must be inspired,
aroused, or cajoled to seek laudable community goals--
and while prodding leadership into action the news-
paper can help in the development of greater follow-
ship to get behind this leadership when it is aroused
to action. « « « A newspaper is in the position of
selling this asga to its people and arousing them to
needed action.

Emmerich had the leadership aroused, but that alone

could not solve the problem. It would take an active par-
ticipation on the part of the individual farmers to make

1t work. 1In lieu of the examples, he quickly found other

5981:9.1:
enent;, by Oliver Emmerich rsonal ocorrespon-
dence, May 35-"5387°7 » be espon
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other means to add incentive for participating in the
program,

Emmerich's newspaper stimulated the program through

contests, pilctures, news stories and suggestions.

It named outstanding farmers, mothers, homemakers,
4-H boys and girls for the week, month and year, both
white and colored. First prize Binners in community
service projects received 500.“

Most of 1948 was spent in encouraging the indivi-
duals to action. Slowly, but surely, Emmerich's desired
examples of success developed and more individuals began
an active participation in the program, providing him with
extra information and means for encouraging the program
with even more enthuslasm and on a bigger scale.

After the 1948 crops were harvested, examples of
astounding improvements added the greatest stimulation
possible for the farmers to actively support the program.
One farmer that had raised 15.5 bushels of corn per acre
on five acres in 1947 and who had turned to the new farm
program in 1its first year, harvested 95 bushels per acre on
the same ground in 1948, an accomplishment unachievable in
previous years, and felt that he could raise as many as 200
on :‘I.'I:.""1

Other similar examples served as Emmerich®s most

stable answers to the remaining skeptics. Annual "Grass

%tter’ 2. g}_t_o, Pe 1360

uiIbid.
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Roots Banquets of Amerioca" were inspiring with their newly
created atmosphere of prosperity and optimism. For the
first time in the history of the community, it seemed there
was a distinotive life to be found that refleoted a new
Kind of thinking among the citizens.'2
A correspondent for Newsweek magazine covered the
1949 "Grass Roots Banquet of America™ in McComb and report-
ed that the success of the farm program was evident by
. ¢ « Pike County's bulging sllos and cellar pantries and
the new electric lights in many rural homes.""’3
The awards for community service were qQqulick in com-
ing, Progressive Farmer magazine named him its "Man of the
Year in Mississippi Agriculture®™ for 1949. His editorial
leadershlip won numerous awards for him at the state and
national levels from his own oolleagues.uu
Harold Wire, writing in Country Gentleman, said of
Emmerich's efforts in developing the new farm program in
his communitys
If there was a miracle in Pike County, it was
mostly in having a leader with concrete ideas about
what should be done, and the initiative to get out
and start doing it. He 18 Oliver Emmeriche « « &

But Emmerich is quick to swing the credit in some
other direction.

¥2gtatement by Oliver Emmerich, personal interview.
43"Mr. Dynamite, " Newsweek, loc. ocit.

M1pia.
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Self-help 18 his gulding theme. Editorially and

otherwise, he constantly volioces his belief that Fed-
eral programs with thelr lnevitable controls and top
heavy tax costsugre not the answer to agriculture’'s
local problems.

Instead, Emmerich felt it was necessary to allow
the local farmers to solve their own problems whenever and
wherever possible. He was a firm bellever that every com-
munity has a degree of leadershlp, apparent or otherwlse.
If that leadership can be aroused, the community would fol-
low eventually and the entire community would benefit and
progress. The arousal of that community leadership was Em-
merich's first objective in "The Grass Roots Movement, "™ and
then once provoked to action, it could lead the "followers"

into a positive, progressive, and profitable exercise.46
IV. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The 16-Point Program was more than just a quickly
developed production. It was the culmination of many years
of effort on Emmerich's part to develop an attitude for
economic growth among the community®s farmers. It was a
wWell-developed program that brought a widespread diversi-
fication of agricultural planning into practical applica-
tion. Emmerich provided the initlative for the program

—u5W1re, loc. cit.

468tatement by Oliver Emmerich, personal interview.
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and inspired other community leaders to follow suit.

A few individual farmers borrowed money on easy
terms from local banks to get their particular program
started, but Emmerich understood why others were reluctant
at first to go deeper into debt. Yet, he knew the value of
the program and sought as widely spread participation as
possible and as quickly as possible. His Job soon became
one of selling the program to these farmers. He based his
argument on local success stories resulting from the newly-
implemented programe.

To add extra incentive, he encouraged community and
individual production contests, youth participation, and
annual banquets; therefore creating an attitude of positive
community action.

Harold Wire, writing in Country Gentleman, wrote of
Emmerich's efforts in developing the "Grass Roots Movement™
in his community:

If there was a miracle in Pike County, it was most-
ly in having a leader with concrete ideas about what
should be done, and the initiative to get out and
start doing it. He is Oliver Emmerich. . . . But
Emmerich 1s quick to swing the credit in some other
direction.

Self-help is his gulding theme. Editorially and
otherwise, ne constantly voices his bellef that Federal
Programs with thelr inevitable controls and top-heavy

tax costs gre not the answer to agriculture's local
problems.“

ngﬁire, loc. cit.
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Instead, Emmerich felt 1t wne neocessary to allow the
local farmers to solve their own problems whenever and
wherever possible. He bellieves that every community has a
degree of leadership, apparent or otherwise. If that
leadership can be aroused, the community will follow and
the entire community may benefit from the effort. The
arousal of that commnity leadership was Emmerich's first
objective in "The Grass Roots Movement®™ program, and then
once provoked to action, it could lead the "followers" into

a positive, progressive, and profitable exercise.




CHAPTER VII
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

While a summary and oconclusions are provided at the
Fnd of each chapter, there are a few general statements
that may add %o a better understanding of Emmerich's
pethodology.

For Emmerich, there were but two cholces for the
community, and the newspaper was deeply involved in elther
of then.

A community can be one that is dragging its feet,

& place where life 1s dull and living 1s listless and
where negation prevalls and people are uninspired with
the things about them; or a community can be moved by
the growth of education, sclence, 1lndustry, commerce,
religion, and share in these things, and be a part of
life and progress. A newspaper must contribute to

the existence of a commnity which is lagging behind
or help ocreate one which is abreast of the times.

This was Emmerich's editorial philosophy in all
facets of the community life. He realized that he had in
his hands an important tool that could provide the impetus
for a progressive community, 1f used properly.

Emmerich analyzed his situation early in his career
and had the forasight to understand the need for long range
analysis as well as immedlate application of recognized

services. Hls community was in need of a better agricul-

IStatem.ent by Oliver Emmerich, personal correspon-

dence, May 20, 1967.
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tural economy and a leader to help destroy some of the
dogmatisms that were forbldding the emergence of that
better economy. Although Emmerich realized that education
was no panacesa, he recognized its merits and felt that it
provided the best means to an enlightening program for
community betterment.

When community or individual farm problems devel-
oped, Emmerich was careful to turn the situation into an
educational experlence. By this means, Emmerich helped
a farmer or community to not only solve the problem, but to
understand the solution as well. Emmerich sought ways to
improve his community's economlic life. When he attended
the agricultural conference at the University of Mississip-
PL: in 1947 and saw how another community solved its econo-
mic problems, he selzed upon the opportunity to initiate
a similar program in hlis community.

This was the duty of an editor: To seek out new
means and ideas for the social and economic improvement
of the community and at least provide the community with
the means or ldeas insofar as they would be discussed as
to thelr potentialities.

' The same approach was used during critical times
in the community. When the 1964 racial crisis had passed,
Emnmerich wondered if he had been as effective an edltor as

he should have been because of the violence that was not
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prevented. But others commenting on his efforts felt he
had done an excellent job. Still, his basic feeling for
leadership caused him to pause and think.

Exmerich's efforts in these two vital areas of
community life portray him as a responsible and effeotive
editor. He has achleved many of his goals in agriculture,
and has managed a considerable degree of racial harmony in
his community. Although doubt lingers as to the best
approcach to the raclal problem, Emmerich's editorial ap-
proach is one for cooperation and racial harmony based on
mutual agreement. While he does not telabor the racial
questions of today, he does take an active interest in them
in hope of finding a harmonious pattexrn for practical ad-
justment. He has written that the pattern can, and must,
be found somewhere within the framework of constitutional
lav,

But whatever the problem and whatever the need of
his community, Emmerich has patlently worked for the an-
sWers, hopefully avoiding the loss of rationality and
positive thinking.

Emmerich could have produced edltorlal copy that
would have delighted his readers. He could have made his
newspaper anything but the institutional leader that it 1is.
But that was not Emmerich, and it could never be.

Emmerich's editorial leadership was reflected in
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efforts to integrate progressive ideas into the fabric of
community life--and it was he who was able to fit ration-
ality and foresight in the greatest degree into the puzzle

of social and economic change.
II. SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY

One of the more interesting aspects of Emmerich's
edlitorials is the style in which they are written. He has
a natural eloquence, founded in simplicity, that makes his
prose distinctive. An analytic study of this style might
be of value for studylng edltorial effectiveness.

Another aspect that lends itself to further study
would be a comparative study of Emmerich's methodological
approach to community problems compared with approaches

to the same type of problems by other editors in Mississip-
pl and/or the South.

A third area that could provide study material
would be a blography of Emmerich, if it was approached
with the idea of studying a country editor in the South.

He has many interesting stories and problems to relate as
to how personal feuds developed, delicate application of
practical solutions to critical problems was administered,
and to his personal fulfillment of reflecting on a sucerss-
ful Journalism career.

But his main contribution to journalism has been
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his effort to instill in his community s desire to seek

and to find a better way of life through a dediocated self-

initiative and a practical application of accumzlated
imowledge.
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APPENDIX

STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES BY MCCOMB RESIDENTS
ON NOVEMBER 17, 1964, COUNTERING RACIAL DISHARMONY

The great majority of our citizens belleve in law
and nrder and are agalnst violence of any kind. 1In spilte
of this, acts of terrorism have been committed numerous
times agalnst citlizens both Negro and white.

We belleve the time has come for responsible peo-
Ple to speak out for what is right and agalnst what is
wrong. For too long, we have let the extremists on both
sides bring our community close to chaos.

There 1s only one responsible stance we can take:
And that is for equal treatment under the law for all
citizens regardless of race, oreed, position or wealth;
for making our protests within the frame-work of the law;
and for obeylng the laws of the land regardless of our
personal feelings. Certailn of these laws may be contrary
to our traditions, customs or bellefs, but as God-fearing
men and women, and as cltizens of these United States, we
see no alternative course to follow honoradly,

To these ends and for the purpose of restoring
peace, tranquility and progress to our area, we respect-

fully urge the following:




1.

2.

3.

b
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Order and respect for law must be re-established

and maintairied.

(a) Law officers should make only lawful arrests.
'Harassment' arrests, no matter what the prov-
ocation, are not consonant with impartiality
of the law,

(b) To insure the confidence of the people in thelx
officlals, we insist that no man is entitled
to serve in a public office, elective or ap-
pointive, who 18 a member of any organization
declared to be subversive by the Senate Inter-
nal Security Sub=-Committee or the Unlted States
Army, Navy or Alr Porce, or to take any obll-
gation upon himself in conflict with his oath
of office.

Economic threats and sanoctions against people of

both races must be ended. They only bring harm to

both raoces.

We urge citizens of both races to re-establish ave

nues of communicatinn and understanding. In addi-
tlon, 1t is urged that the Negro leadership coope-
rate with local officlals.

We urge wildest possible use of our oiltizenship in

the selection of Jurlies. We further urge that men
called for jury duty not be excused except for the
most oompelling reasons.
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5. We urge our fellow citizens to take a greater
interest in public affalrs, in the selection of
candidates, and in the support and/or oconstructive
ocriticism of Public Servants.

6. We urge all of our people to approach the future
with a renewed dedication and to reflect an atti-
tude of optimism about our county.

We, the undersigned, have read and hereby subscribe
and support the principles and purposes hereln set forth.
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