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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

This is a study of politics in the town of Fulton,
the county of Callaway, in the state of Missouri. It is a
study which, from one standpoint, is limited in its scope
and focus. No attempt is made to describe and to delineate
in great detail the formal structure of govermment and
politics in the community. It is not concerned with the
efficiency and effectiveness of government. It offers no
judgments as to the strengths and weaknesses, faults and
virtues of govermmental institutions, structures and pro-
cesses. Rather, the author has sought to analyze relevant
sociological, psychological, and anthropological data from
the standpoint of the political scientist. The broad puxpose
is to descxribe and to understand significant aspects of
politics, with particular attention being centerxed on politi-
cal perspectives and values as they are expressed in the
community of Fulton and the county of Callaway.

In large part, this is the study of a myth. The myth
itself was based on an event which occurred during the war
between the states, a rather insignificant event, which did
not affect the course of the wax, and did not have an
important, immediate effect on the county of Callaway. It
is the study of a kingdom, but a kingdom which never existed
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politically ox physically. There was no king, no castle, no
government separate from the United States, And yet, even
today, the Kingdom of Callaway has its own flag, its own
song, & Kingdom Supper, During a period of two days, in
1961, the Kingdom had two temporary kings and, for a few
months, had its own ambassador to the United States. As it
relates to the myth, this study i{s not concerned so much
with historical origins as it is with the reality and effect
of the myth, with the conceptions of the myth, its significance
and meaning.

The myth of the Kingdom of Callaway is, however, only
a part of the study. The study is also concerned with the
political affiliation of the community and the county. It
considers the style and spirit of politics. Selected public
issues axe examined. Morxal values, necessarily related to
political values, are described. Power, as it is pexceived
by the residents of the community, receives analysis. Con-
siderable attention is focussed on the institutions located
in Fulton and role played in the community by the persannel
vho staff the institutions.

In conducting this study, the author makes no pre-
tense at having sought or having attained a high level of
methodological sophistication. There are limits beyond which
2 single individual may not go in the study of community
politics. In the interests of precision of analysis an



individual may sacrifice breadth or scope, or he may choose
the opposite course., It 1s to be hoped that any sacrifice
made in precision of analysis in this study is more than
compensated by the attention which {8 directed toward a
bxoad configuration of socio-political factors,

Insofar as methodology is concerned, the present
study is indebted to the methodological investigation uti-
lized by Jemes West in examining Plainville, U,S.A.l1 The
present szuthor has lived in Fulton, Missouri, for a three-
yeaxr period. During this time he was more or less immersed
in community affairs. A considerable amount of thought,
obsexrvation and speculation was directed toward the political
configuration of the community before the formal investigation
began. Extensive use was made of newspaper files, with
emphasis being placed on the period between 1940 and 1962.
At the conclusion of this phase of the study, brief converx-
sations were held with a number of people to assist in detex-
mining who in the community might have valuable or interest-
ing insights relative to the political enviromment., Formal
intexviews were arranged with seventy residents of Fulton
and Callaway County. These intexviews were relatively
unstructured, and varied in duration from one to five hours.

lrames West ’éfi&'&ll‘ U.S.A. (New York: Columbia
University Press, i . '



With several individuals in this group, discussions were
conducted for a second or third time. Brief interviews
occurred with approximately thirty other residents. A
questionnaire was then circulated among more than one hundred
residents until one hundred usable questionnaires were
obtained.? 1In the process of distribution, additional con-
versations were conducted. S8ix students at Westminster
College contributed to this study by conducting some pre-
liminary research in specific areas of concern during the
spring of 1962. Their findings, in some cases, were sug-
gestive and served to point the way for further ingquiry.
The names of individuals who participated in the interviews
have been kept confidential. The names of individuals
mentioned in the study, in some instances, have been
disguised.

While there is some sinilarity between the method-
ology used by West and the methodology used by the present
author, there is much difference between the studies in terms
of purpose. James West examined another Missouri community
from the standpoint of an anthropologist and was concerned
with the whole community, with particular attention being
centered on the relationship between the small, rural, com-
munity and larger, neighboring coumunities. The present
study is wore limited in its scope, although it utilizes

23¢e Bibliography F, Other Sources, pp. 287-288.
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similar types of data. It is concerned with social structure,
religion, ruralism, and other factors as they are related to
politics.

Other sociological and anthropological examinations
of communities have been of much value, and the reader who
is familiar with thisg literature may detect similarities
between them and the study of Fulton and Callaway County.
The dominancekcffone political party is a characteristic
which is shared by several of the communities which have been
studied, There are attitudes and beliefs described in
Middletown which one would encounter in Fulton.® One may
notice a similarity between the focus of this study and
observations made by the Lynds that it is important to con-
sider the way in which & culture orients itself in regard to
the concept of the future, as compared with the past and
present. "In some cultures,”" the Lynds observe, ''the past
lies heavily upon the present as & golden age from which the
society reluctantly receded, while in others the past is an
imperfect thing to be forgotten.™

Since the pioneering studies of the Lynds, othexr

3Robert S, and Helen Merell L{&d Middletown (New
York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 92§).

“Robert 5. and Helen Merell Lynd, Middlstown In
zkgﬂgigggg (New York: Harcourt, Brace a ompany, 7),
P. .
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commmmities have been bisected, analyzed, and re-studied,’
W. Lloyd Warner's study of Jonesville posed a central question
as to the effect of such factors as democracy, social class
and social change in controlling and influencing individuals
and group behavior.® More recently, class, power and reli-
glon of Springsdzls, New York, were examined and detcribod.7

Generally speaking, these studies, and several like
them, have been broad in scope. They have emphasized class
structure and social behavior as they are influenced and con-~
ditioned through belief systems, cultural traits, institu-
tions, groups. They have examined a broad spectrum of
community life. Sub-~cultures have been singled out in other
studies. William Foote Whyte lived and associated with resi-
dents of a metropolitan slum, describing group leadership,
values, habits, attitudes, status and power in a community
within a larger community.s Of particular interest, in
relation to the study of Fulton, is John Dollard's study of

the Negro in a southern community, in view of Fulton's

SArt Gallaher, Jr., P le Fifteen Years Later
(New York: Columbia éniva§¢ ty Press, §§5§$.

bw. Lloyd Warner, Democracy In Jonesville (New York:
Harper and Brothers, 1959,.

7Arther J. Vidich and Joseph Bensman mﬁ
%%%a)ggggggz (Garden City, New Mork: Doubleély a 5553:%9,

8yilliam Poote Whyte sgreeg Corner Society (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press: .



association historically with the South.9 Of more value,
for this study, however, is W. J. Cash's provocative
exanination of the southern mind,l0

In the last decade, much attention has been given to
the analysis and location of community power. Probably the
best known study of this type is Floyd Hunter's study of
decision makers in Atlanta, Georgia, in which the conclusion
is reached that forty individuals, on the basis of reputation
for influence, possessed more power than the rest of the pop-
ulation and comprised the power structure of tie eommunity.ll
In considering the exercise of power, Hunter emphasized par-
ticipation in the achievement of community projects. Persons
engaged in business activities dominated the power structure,
and their decisions were reached through informal relation-
ships and discussions rather than through institutionalized
relationships. Very often, decisions were made public
through subordinate, figure-head leaders, usually after the

controversial aspects of an issue had been settled. Once

930hn Dollard ngge and cg? In & Southern Town
(New Haven: Yale Uniéert ty Pres 7).

0y, J. cash, The of the South (New York: Random
House, Vintage Book;;*155¥§.

11
Floyd Hunter 'y ure, A
°£'§§§5§3%§‘ rg (cﬁnpc% g%%%: ;E%gﬂh%vartity of Nort
Carolina Press,

53).
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power is perceived and affected by various groups in the
community.

It is the assumption of the author that each community
is, to some extent, unique in its politics. Fulton may share
its trait of one-party dominance with Jonesville, Plainville,
ox Middletown. It may, like Atlanta, have a small group of
influential and powerful men. As in Plainville, and in
other rural communities, religion may receive some emphasis.
Each community is also affected by economic structure, by
historical events, and by the image which the residents have
of the community. All of these factors exist in association
with each other. The political life of the community is
affected by their interaction. This interaction, however,
does not take place identically. It is the hope of the
author that this study will contribute to an understanding
of this interplay and interaction and will contribute to an
undexrstanding of the effect which a myth has had on the
politics of a community.



CHAPTER I
CAPITAL OF A KINGDOM

Fulton, Missouri, has many visitors during the course
of a year. Many of them, during the warm months, are
tourists and vacationers who merely drive through the com-
munity on their way to the Lake of the Ozarxks or other
vacation retreats.

It is improbable that Pulton's appeaxrance to such
txansients is different from hundreds of other towns. Driv-
ing west fxom St. Louis, as many do, one turns left at
Kingdom City. It is seven miles to Fulton at that point,

On either side of the highway are rolling fields and wooded
hills of Callaway County,

As one approaches the city limits of Fulton, one may
notice road signs advertising community sexvices and busi-
nesses. The proverbial city limits sign announces that the
water system is approved and gives notice that the town of
Fulton has a population of 11,131, 1960 census. The highway
follows a relatively straight path past "Kleewoed," a
Yrestricted” sub-~division on the left, William Woods' lake
on the zight. There is a four-way stop at Tenth Street. One
may turn to the left at this point and visit the Fulton
Countyy Club ox city parxk,or turn xight and see William Woods
College. The highway continues past old houses and shaded
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lswns, bends westward at "The Little Store,” and two blocks
farther enters the business district, or what some people call
"down-town Pulton”, Used~car lots, supermarkets, church-
spizes and service stations may be seen by the dziver before
he is again compelled to stop at 8 traffic signal at the
Courthouse square. Dowa s hill, across a creek, up a hill,
through residentisl areas, the highway continuss., Them,
wooded hills and farmlends of the opan countyy are seen
again, 38 one travels on to Jeffexson City and points south,

This is 3ll that many pecple see of Fulton, Missouri,
and it {s not enough to distinguish it from hundreds of
towns of similax size. This is the view of the traveler
driving from north to south, through the community.

I. OGENERAL DESCRIFTION

There are othexr views and other things to be seen.
On the steps of the red-brick, depression~built courthouse,
on its lawn, or the concrete curbing which surzounds the
building, old men often sit, Sowme of them make a daily visit
to the squaxe; othexs axe only occasional visitors, Here,
they talk of the weathex, of politics, fishing, women, farm-
ing. A few more may sit on the steps of the old Jameson
Building acxoss ths street fxom the courthouse. It is an
old building, three stories tall, an old landmark painted
zed, occupied during the years by men of prxominence and
influence.
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Most of the buildings on Fulton's business streets
are old. On Court, Nichols, Fifth, Fourth, and Bluff Streets,
new exteriors have been added to the lower floors, but if
one examines the second or third floor exteriors, the age of
the buildings is apparent, discolored bricks in need of
tuck-pointing, paint chipped and worn by rain, sun, and snow.
Some of the upper floors are occupied by businessmen,
lawyers, and doctors. Others have been converted into apart-
ments where people, many of them retired, some of them feeble
or 111, reside. There sre, of course, new buildings, an
attractive "dry-goods" store, a modernistic bank building,

a few others. Fulton is an old town. It has, like othex
old towns, made use of its old buildings.

The main business street of Fulton is the southexn
section of Court Street, a broad, parking-metered, one-way
street with traffic moving south. Many people say it is the
most beautiful street in town. PFrom its beginning, at Tenth
Street, south to Seventh, huge maple, elm and oak trees line
the street and stretch their branches toward each other.
Laxge, stately, impressive homes stand on broad, deep, green
lawns. Many of these homes were constructed before the Civil
War and have been restored or carefully kept in good repair,
sometimes by the children or grandchildzren of the men who had
them built. To some, Court Street is the street of the elite,

of the old families, a reminder of an age and a way of life
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which has been slowly fading. There is a Southexrn airxr to
Court Street. One wight notice & colored cleaning woman
busy with her work at one of these houses, with its white
columns and wide porch, and remember & town in Mississippi,
Virginia, ox Tennessee.

Fulton has other streets where the affluent and
influential live, Vine Stxeet, Ivy Lane, and others. Hipped
roofs and picture windows, car ports and patios, split-
leavels, tri-levels, and ranch-type houses axe the fashion.
Thexre are streets in the process of change, Seventh Street
with old houses being restored, Jefferson Street with old
family residences changing into apartwent houses and multiple
family dwellings.

There are slum areas, patches of pathetic people
huddled on narrow streets in narrow houses, separated in
their narxow lives from the bright, the new, the dignity, and
the comfoxt they see around them. There is Short Street, in
“Hopkinsville”, & block removed fxom the college fraternity
houses where sports cars line four blocks of Westminster
Avenue. Some of the people on Shoxt Street are squattexs.
They have built their one and two-room homes with scraps of
wood, metal, and cardboard. Piles of junk may be seen litterx-
ing the bare, black ground arocund their shacks. Sadly, one
may observe potted flowers, carefully nourished, blooming
anidst dirt, pain, ignorance, and degradation. '"Pooxr white
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trash," some men call these people, the unfortunates and the
"unworthy" of Fulton.

Thexe is a "colored section"” in Pulton, referred to
by many as "the West." North of Hopkinsville and Short
Street, but joined by Westminster Avenue, it is not fair to
describe it as a slum area. There are houses which are small
and over-crowded, in need of repair, some of them rented
from white people in Fulton, but others are well-kept, clean,
with aluminum or asbestos siding covering old wood. Many
Negroes own their own homes and care for them with pride and
passion. Farther noxth, past their swimming pool and park
area, new, ranch-type homes are for sale in Crestwood, the
distant cousin of Kleewood, in the sense that it is new,
modexn, and picture-windowish, and it is rxestricted in a
different sense by custom, if not by abstract.

Like many towns, Fulton was not planned. It grew.
Only in recent yeaxs have relatively effective zoning laws
been passed and enfoxced. As a result, there are few
neighborhoods which are unmixed. A new, modernistic home
may have nearby a cheap, poorly constructed, unattractive
home, a beauty parlox, or some other commercial entexprise.

Fulton considexs itself a religious town and has
churches to prove it. The laxgest churches are located on
Couxt Street, neaxr the business district., On Sunday morn-
ings it is possible to see 1,800 or more town and county
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people attending chuxch in a three block area. The Baptiast
Church is the largest xeligious group, with a church on
Couxt Street and one in the south paxt of town. The
Christian Cluxch is the second largest, followed by the
Methodists and Prasbyterians. Othex denominations include
the Roman Catholic, United Chuxch of Chxist, Chuxch of God,
Chuxch of God Holiness, luthexan, Eplscopal, and Christian
Science. There are separate churches for Negxoes:
Christian, Methodist, and Baptist.

Fulton has its civic, fraternal, and patriotic
oxganizations, including the Kiwanis, Rotary, and Lions, a
chapter of the D,A.R., and the Pederated Women's Club,
AAU.W,, Freemasons, Oddfellows, American Legion, Vetexans
of Foxeign Waxs, and agriculcuzsl organizations such as the
Callaway County Livestock Feeders Association. Each has its
place in the community sccial and status system; each has its
group of activists.

Thexe is a country club and, as residents are apt to
say, a countrxy club group. Years ago, only the wealthy and
influential families belonged and the country club membership
was more or less equated with the community leadexship.
Today, some people point out factually and others complainm,
the Club's membership is a cross-section of the comsunity's
social and economic groups, from the lower middle class to
the uppexr class. Ths clubhouse, located on the crest of &
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hill, in the centexr of the golf course, is one of Fulton's
oldest buildings, a white-brick building with a long, wide
poxch, dating back to the early decades of the nineteenth

century,
II. IRSTITUTIONS

Fulton is an institutional community. At the east-
exn terminus of Pifth Street, sprxawling like a sepaxzate
community in itself, is State Hospital Number One, the
oldest state mental hospital west of the Mississippi,
founded in 1847, and known orxiginally as the State lamatic
Asylum.

There wvas a time when Fultonians did not discuss the
hospital in polite convexsation. It was there, at the end
of Fifth Stxeet, and one could see the patients playing,
strxolling, sitting on the grounds, oxr could see its many
lights burning at night. Economically, Fulton was fortunate
in having the hospital, but it was not a subject for conver-
sation., Attitudes have changed. Treataent has changed.

The hospital has grown., Thexe was a time when patients were
chained to the walls of the buildings, or in the tunnels
below the buildings, hidden, zemoved, and forgotten by
society. Today, among the 2,300 patients at the hospital,
including the state's criminally insane, there are old men
and wonen who have spent most of their lives in the rather
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dreaxry brick buildings, having been admitted to the hospital
as children. There are children and teenagers who have
never experienced happy family relationships. There are
convicted murderers, rapists, sexual deviants, old women
who sit rocking hour aftex hour with fixed smiles and glassy
eyes, old men who, with the joy of children ride forward and
backward in the playground swings, or earn tobacco money by
selling worms to local fishermen.

In the last decade, the state hospital has become
increasingly professionalized, The hospital has long been
the largest employer in Fulton, but more and more highly
trained specialists, physicians, psychiatrists, psycholo-
gists, and social workers have moved into the community in
recent years, obviously contrxibuting to the community income.
Over one thousand people work at Hospital Number One, moxe
than ten per cent of the commmity's population, with a pay-
roll of well over $2,000,000 per yearx.

Adjacent to the hospital is the Missouri 8chool for
the Deaf, established in 1851 and, like State Hospital
Number One, the first institution of its kind established
west of the Mississippi. It, too, has experienced a trans-
formation in recent years, old buildings being razed and
replaced with new, fireproof structures. A staff of approxi-
mately 140 specialized employees is engeged in the difficult
but rewarding task of training approximately 250 deaf
childzen for self-sustaining, productive lives.
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At the opposite end of Fifth Street, approximately
one mile from "Eastminster,” as State Hospital Number One
is sometimes called, one of Fulton's two colleges is located.
Westminster College, afflliated with the Presbytexrian
Chuxch, has the distinction of being the only Protestant,
liberal axts college for wen west of the Mississippi.
Founded as Fulton College in 1851, it was chartered us
Westminster in 1853, sharing its date of establishment with
the Missouri School for the Deaf. Westminster is often
described as a "quality” institution. Its entrance require-
ments are high, compared with many colleges of its type in
the axea. Well over half of its faculty hold the earned
doctorate. There is a faculty-student ratio of one to
thixteen, and a close, personal relationship between
faculty and students is cnphaaizcd.l

$ix blocks noxtheast of Westminster College is
William Woods, a college for women, affiliated with the
Christian Chuzch. Oxiginally founded in northwestern
Missouxi, it relocated in Fulton in 1390 and was originally
known as the Orxphan School of the Christian Chuzch. An
accredited junior college since 1919, a four-year program
was instituted in 1962, in cooperation with Westminster.2

1 stex College Catal (!nlccni Westminstex
Gollesp;gigiié%yijf, PP, 10-17.

2y _ >g (Fulton: Willism Wood
Collegs, o Soiege atalog (Fulton .
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Fulton has had other institutions in the past. Its
first institution of higher learning was the Fulton Female
Seminary, operating between 1850 and 1928. Floral Hill
College opened in 1858 and went out of existence during the
Civil War. Synodical College, successor of Fulton Female
College, was located in Fulton by the S§yned of the Missouri
Southern Presbyterian Church in 1871.3

III. ECONOMY AND POPULATION

The four institutions located in Fulton are
obviously important from an economic and social standpoint.
Collectively, the four institutions employ over 1,300
pecple and have a combined payroll of over M,QB0,0GO per
year.* It 1s impossible to estimate how much additional
money is circulated in Fulton by college students, as well
as relatives and friends who visit institutional personnel.
Students at both colleges are members of the middle and
upper @ememié groups. What they contribute to the com~
minity each year is substantial.

The four institutions also create a false impression
if one is to use statistics compiled by the Bureau of the

3ovid Bell r Callaway County (Fulton:
Ovid Bell Press, ie%%ﬁ S pp!% o ot

“Pulton Daily Sun-Gazette, January 26, 1961.
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Census. The population of Fulton, for example, is not
actually 11,131, as the 1960 census states, if one is con-
cerned with permanent residents who live and work in the
community during the entire year. The actual population,
excluding patients and students, is approximately 8,000,

This situation also makes it difficult to compare
Fulton with other communities of similar size in terms of
social, economic, and educational characteristics. Persons
who think of Fulton as a community of 11,000, accepting the
census figures, are likely to have false expectations as to
the quality of services and community facilities. Police
protection, for example, is complicated by having approxi-
mately one thousand college students on the streets nine
months of the year. There are occasional "panty raids,"
student demonstrations, along with more dignified college
functions. Mental patients, some of them criminally insane,
occasionally escape from the state hospital. The inflated
population affects mexrchants and businessmen, public school
education, housing, tax assessment, legal classifications.
More will be said about such complications later, but it is
necessary at this time to point out the misleading character
of available statistics and some of the obvious implications
of having four relatively large institutions in a rather
ssall community.

While the institutions are important in shaping
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Pulton's economic and social character, employing more
people and providing a major segment of the commmity's
income, Fulton is buttxessed by diversification.

Harbison-Walkexr Refractoxies Company of Pittsbuxgh
operates a $6,000,000 plant in PFulton, ewploying 250 men,
and taking advantage of high grade fire clay deposits in the
area. The Danuser Machine Company, a locally owned, f£ifty
year-old concern, produces specialized and light industrial
equipment for tractor companies and independent distributors.
Another locally owned entexprise is the Ovid Bell Press,
Incorporated, a modern plant specializing in the printing
of magazines and books. The Missouri Hybrid Corn Company,
the first commercial producer of hybrid seed corn in
Missouri, has been located in Fulton for thirty years. A
relatively new industry, the Central Electric Company, manu-
factures heavy electrical switches and power station equip-
ment. The Maintenance and Engineering Service, a custom
machine shop, provides mechanical and fabrication sexvices
for industyial customers in central Missouri.® The newest
industry is a shoe factory, operated by the Samuels Shoe
Company, which has been located in Fulton foxr over one
year, replacing Intexnational Shoe, which had operated in

SPulton Chamber of Commerce, "Fulton Invites You"
(Pulton: Ovid Bell Press, n.d.), p. 1ll.
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Pulton since 1933 and terminated operations in the last of
its two plants in 1960.

In addition to its industrial activity and the
income from the institutions, Fulton's economy is greatly
stxengthened by agricultural and mineral production.

Mineral production alone approximates $2,000,000 each year
in Callaway County. The county ranks thirxd in the state in
the production of fire clay, fourth in the production of
bituminous coal, and attempts continue to find use fox
cannel coal deposits. Limestone and dolomite, sand and
chext gravel, and limited deposits of sandstone and iron
oxe may also be found in the county.

Agriculturally, Callaway County is an area of diversi-
fied farming and livestock feeding. Until transportation
was revolutionized by the automobile and improved roads, the
county and Fulton were recognized as mule~trading and feed-
ing centers. One still hears comments about Monday stock
sales behind the courthouse, a political and soclal, as well
as an economic function.

In land area, Callaway County is the fourth largest
county in the state of Missouri, with 835 square miles.® 1In

6warren E. Hearnes, Secretary of State, Oftgcggé

HESER. 27 W28 MRS e, s e
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@ sense, it 18 a cross section of the state in topography,
ranging from flat and very productive prairies, to gently
rolling land, to creek bottom and glacial terrace bottom-
lands, to rough and rocky hills.

A variety of crops is raised, corn, wheat, soybeans,
alfalfa, with crop ylelds on the prairie land above the
state averages. The prairie is the main feeding area fox
beef and dairy cattle and hogs. On the rolling hills,
grass and small grains are raised. Cow and calf herds,
feeder-grazexr programs, and sheep production constitute the
livestock activity. The bottomlands along the creeks and
the Missouri River, at the southern edge of the county, are
comparable in crop yield and livestock to the prairie land
in the noxth,

As in most areas of the countxy, there has been a
steady decline in the rural population. In Callaway, this
has been true since 1880. 1In that year, Callaway County had
a population of 25,670, Fulton was a community of 2,409,
The county reached its low point in 1930, when the population
dropped to 19,923.7 In 1960, the county population stood at
23,858, 23,739 of the people native born, 733 of foreign ox

Pulton Daily Sun-Gazette, May 17, 1950.
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mixed parentage, 119 foxeign borxrn, 2,024 listed as non-
whites.8

The departure from the farm, and the consolidation
of small farms, has been noticeable in Callaway County.
Between 1953 and 1959 alone, Callaway lost over 100 farm
units.? One does not have to drive far into the county to
see abandoned farm homes, an observation which campaign
orators in Democratic Callaway used in the 1960 presidential
campaign. A large number of small farm owners do not depend
on agriculture as a profession. A number of them work in
Fulton, particularly at the state hospital; others, par-
ticularly in the southern part of the county, hold state
jobs in Jefferson City.

Fulton is the county seat of Callaway County, and is
the natural service center for most of the county residents.
It i{s the largest town in the county, the second largest
being Auxvasse, with a population of 534. The county offices,
the colleges, attorneys, physicians, the county hospital,
and shopping facilities of Callaway are concentrated in Pulton.

With wore efficient automobiles and improved highways,

8Buresu of the Census, Genexal Socggi and Economic
Characteristics, Table 82, sééIEI!éﬁitactct stics o
Foputifion, fox Counties, 1960, p. 27-262,

SPulton Daily Sun-Gamette, April 22, 1960.
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however, merxchants and professional people find competition
much greater than in the past. One can easily drive from
Fulton to Columbia, Jefferson City, or Mexico, Missouri, in
thirty minutes, or to downtown St. Louis in two hours. For
people in the rural areas of the county the time required
to visit one or another of these towns is less. Efforts are
made to encourage Callawegiana to shop in Callaway, but the
temptation to take advantage of services in other communities
is great, because of better selection and sometimes lower
costs.

Fulton is not an extremely wealthy community, but it
is not poox. In 1959, there were 2,027 families in Fulton,
with a median income of $4,990. One hundred and seventeen
families had incomes of less than $1,000. At the othex
extreme, there were forty families with incomes of $25,000
or moxe. This figure, by itself, has little meaning. If
it is compared with statistics for other Missouri communi-
ties, it has some significance in pointing out the relative
eize of the upper economic group. While Fulton has forty
families with this income, with a total of 2,027 families,
Hannibal, Missouri, with 5,373 families, has thixty-two in
this bracket. Mexico, a neighbor to the noxth, with 3,435
families, has thirty-nine in the upper group; Moberly, with
3,749 families, has sixteen, Bellefontaine Neighbors, in
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St. Louis County, has twenty-four, with 3,793 families.l0

In terms of individual income, 131 Fultonians esrmed
$10,000 or more in 1959; 136 men and 8 women earned between
ssven and nine thousand dollars. The median individual
income for males, however, was $2,143, for females, $953,
with a total of 3,427 males and 2,857 females employed.ll
The non-whites in Fulton, as might be expected, did not
experience such affluence. The median, non-white, family
income in 1959 was $2,892, while the median individual
income for non-whites was $987 for males and $564 for
tm}.ca.u

In 1960, 2,644 individuals between the ages of five
and thirty-four were enrolled in schools, over 1,300 in
both high schools and colleges. The median number of
school years completed by males was 8.7, by females, 9.0.
Four hundred sixty-six residents of Fulton had completed
four years of college or more. Four hundred twenty women
and one hundred seventy-eight men had completed
from one to three years of eollcgc.u' When

10Bureau of the Census ral Social Economic
cs, Table 76, p.'ﬁﬁ*ﬁl aad

Ui,
12111d., Table 78, p. 27-248.
L1bid., Table 73, p. 27-228.
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sllowance is made for the institutienal population, snd the
fact that a number of attendants and service workers in the
state hospital have had a limited education, it does not seem
unreasonable to say that Fulton has a relatively well
educated citizenry.

IV. CGAPITAL OF A KINGDOM

Fulton, with some minor deviatiomns, could be dupli-
cated statistically and deseriptively. There axe other
suall commmities with institutions, with an economy which
is balanced by agriculture and industry. There are thous-
ands of county seats. All communities have experienced the
effects of modern transporsstion and commnication in one
way or anothex.

Fulton, like many towns, has a claim to individu-
ality. The close neighbor to the noxth, Mexico, Missouri,
likes to call itself the saddle-house center of the world.
Hannibal, farther noxth, is the home of Mark Twain, and
Hermann, to the southeast, each ysar celebrates its Maifest,
and the town's old, German-inspired homes on the bluffs
overlooking the Missouxi River are opened to the public.
Tulton is the capital of a kingdom, the Kingdom of
Callavay. How this kingdem originated and has been per-
petuated is discussed in the thxee following chaptexs.



CHAPTER IIIX
THE LEGACY OF THE KINGDOM

The first settlement in Callaway County was Cote
Sans Dessein, a fort and village established by FPrench
trxaders in 1808, The Missouri River has gradually removed
the locstion of the site, although the hill on which part of
the settlement was located may still be seen, When Missouri
was in the process of achieving statehood, Cote Sans
Dessein was selected as the state capital by commissioners
appointed by the Genexral Assembly., A dispute over title to
the land led to the selection of Jefferson City, farther up
the river.l

In the same year that Frenchmen settled near the
Missouri River, in what is now Callaway County, Daniel Boone
marked a trail through the area. In 1815 his son Colonel
Nathan Boone, surveyed the Boone's Lick Txail from
St. Charles to Old Franklin, began a suxvey of the county
in the following year, and completed it in 1817, Today,
historical markexs indicate the route of the trail.

lovid Bell, Shoxt History of Callaway Coumty, p. 2.



I. PIONEER SETTLERS

The first American settlers came to Callaway from
Virginia and Kentucky in 1815, County communities, areas,
and streams still bear the names of some of these people,
such as Ham's Prairie and Crow's Fork.

In the same year that the settlers began moving into
Callaway, the event occurred which later gave the county its
name. Captain James Callaway, grandson of Daniel Boone, who
commanded a company of rangers in the Waxr of 1812, and had
fought Indians in more than one hundred engagements, was
killed by Indians as he was swimming across the Loutre Creek
near the eastern boundary of what is now Callaway county.z
Captain Callaway, and the bodies of the three men who were
killed with him, are buried not fayr from the creek, their
graves being marked by the Fulton American Legion chapter.

In 1821 Callaway was organized into townships. The
town of Elizabeth, no longer in existence, was the county
seat until 1825 when political administration was transferxed
to Fulton, known as Volney until 1826, The original town of
Fulton, or Volney, comprised f£ifty acres of land batween
what i{s now Sixth and First Strxeets, north and south, and
Bluff (Highway 54) and Nichols, east and west.

2pulton Daily Sun-Gazette, August 31, 1955,
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The population of Callaway grew rapidly in the early
yeaxs, 88 more and more settlexrs moved iatc the area from
Vixginis and Kentucky, In 1821, Callaway had a population
of 1,797. By 1830, it had incxeased to 6,159, by 1840,
11,765.

In 1828, a brick courthouse was completed in Fultom,
descxibed as the larxgest and most impressive public building
wast of the Mississippi. When the building was razed, about
a quarter of a century later, a locsl mezchant puxchased the
building and used the bricks tov erect a besutiful home at
the head of Court S8treet, which stood until 1911, aud was
replaced by another brick home, owned today by the same
family.

The period between 1830 and the Civil Uar was a
period of growth and expansion. Early in this thirty-yeas
period, Pulton had one branch bank, a bxewsry, four caxriage
and wagon shops, a clothing store, and othexr businesses.
Jolm Jameson opened & law office in 1826, followed by
Albext Harrison In 1827. 1In 1839, The Banner of Liberty was
established by Warrem Woodson as the first nevspapsx. The
Western Bank of Missouri wes estsblished in 1857.3
Descendants of the original stockholders are among the
influentials of Pulten today.

3ovid Bell, op. git., pp. 13-16.
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Until the Civil War, Callaway's political orientation
was toward the Whig party.” Between 1835 and 1849 the county
gave a heavy majority to local candidates for Congress who
ran on the Democratic ticket.>d Captain John Jameson ran as
a8 Democrat and served three terms in the U.S. House of
Representatives between 1839 and 1849, following Albert
Harrison in Congxul.s

II. THE CIVIL WAR

The early settlers of Callaway County, like the
settlers of adjoining counties of Missouri now known as
"Little Dixie," moved to Missouri from southern states and
brought with them their slaves, their customs, loyalties,
and attitudes. Some of them became wealthy, built big
houses and drove fine carrxiages pulled by blooded horses.
Colonel Jefferson Jones, for example, who was to figure
prominently in Callaway's Civil War experience, moved to
Missouri from Kentucky, constructed a twenty-room house on
his large farm in the northeastern part of the county and

41bid., p. 16.

SHugh P. Willismson, "The mcguphy of a Towm"
(unpublished manuscript, made available by the author in
Pulton, Missouri, 1962), n.p.

6Bell, op. cit., p. 16.
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was one of the larger slave owners in the area,’

Slavery, with all of the legendary comfort and
gracious living which it brought to the white masters,
created tensions and conflicts in Callaway, as in other
counties and states. In 1855, for example, a nineteen year-
0old slave girl named Celia was executed for the murder of
her master. Puxchased in 1830, when she was fourteen, the
gixl was forced to have sexual relations with her owner, a
prominent Callaway farmex. She became i1l and pregnant.
When her white master continued to force his attentions,
she killed him and burned his body., Acts of cruelty and
oppression against slaves followed. After a two-day trial,
the girl was convicted of murder. Her execution was delayed
until she gave birth to her mastexr's child. In 1860,
another Hegro woman, accused of killing a second Negro, was
hanged by a mob as she was being taken to Pulton by a
deputy constable.8

In 1860, Callaway County had a population of 12,500
whites, 4,500 slaves, and thirty-one free Negroes. Only
three counties in Missouri had more slaves than Callaway.

fulton Daily Sun-Gasette, January 17, 1959,

8Clyde Burch, "Callaway County History” (unpublished
manuscript made avallable by the collector, in Fultom,
Missouri, 1938), n.p. .
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Callaway County gave Abraham Lincoln fifteen votes in
the presidential election that year. Not a single vote was
cast for Lincoln in Fulton, Callaway did not vote for the
southern rights candidate, Johm Breckenridge, however, as
he received 472 votes, while John Bell received 1,306, and
the votes for Stephen Douglas mumbered 839.9

with Lincoln elected, however, there was unrest in
Callaway. Throughout the winter and spring months mass
meetings were held and pro-southern resolutions were
adopted, Vhen the war did begin, in the spring of 1861,
Callaway'’s young men were quick to volunteer. It is esti-
mated that between 800 and 1,100 men from Callaway County
fought for the Confederacy, while approximately 350 were with
Union armies, The first company of men to leave Fulton in
defense of the southern cause was organized by Daniel M,
McIntire, a senior at Westminster College, who was latexr to
become Missouri's Attorney-General. Other groups loyal to
the Confederacy were later formed, while Captains William
Snell, Henry Thomas, and J, J. P, Johnson raised companies
for the Union.10

The first act of violence to occur in Callaway County

91bid.
10Be11, op. ctt., p. 23.
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during the waxr took place on July 17, 1861. Learning that a
group of Federal troops were marching towaxd Fulton from
Jefferson City, a foxce of several hundred men and boys was
organized in Fulton to meet the enemy. Hiding in bushes and
behind trees, on a farm two miles southeast of Fulton, the
home guards waited for the Union troops to appear. When the
Fedexrals were within range of their assorted weapons, the
Callawegians fired once and ran, The Federals fired once,
and also ran. George Nichols, of Fulton, was killed by the
single volley. One or more Federal soldiers also were killed.

A much more serious and sustained battle occurred in
the following year, however. In July of 1862, Colonel
Joseph C. P.xter moved into Callaway, from Audrain County,
with a force of 125 Confederate cavalrymen. After encamping
on the Auxvasse Creek, approximately two miles northwest of
what is now the village of McCredie, he was joined by rein-
forcements from Boone and Randolph Counties. After still
more reinfoxcements arrived, the force of Confederates
totaled approximately 260 men.

Receiving word of the mobilization in Callaway,
Captain Odom Guitax, at the Federal Headquartexs in
Jefferson City, immediately marched noxth with a force of
135 infantrymen. Fifty additional troops were added to his
group in Fulton. Still later, the Jefferson City group was
Joined by 500 more Federals and two pieces of artillery,



giving the Union foxces a strxength of 740 men.

While the Union forces were marching towaxd the
zeported Confederate encampment, Colonel Porter moved his
| force down the Auxvasse Creek below the village of Moore's
Mill, no longer in: existence.

Discovering that the Confedezates had broken camp,
Guitaxr followed Pc.tszr. At a point below what is now
Calwood, a few miles noxtheast of Fulton, the Union forces
vere ambushed by the Confederates at approximately twelve
noon, July 28.

The Federal troops were at fixst thrown back, but
then turned their axtillery pieces on the Confederates, who
had attacked from behind the creek bank as the Fedexals
maxched down the road, Porter then ordered his men to
charge. Surprising the Federals, the Confederates tempo-
rarily captured the artillexy pieces, before being driven
back. The battle continued until four o'clock in the aftex-
noon. Exhausting his sammunition, Porter retreated. The
Federals, exhausted from their long march and the heat of
the battle, did not press the attack.

Reports vary as to the number of killed and wounded.
Approximately one hundred men were probably killed outxight,
and several hundred others were wounded. A laxge number of
the dead, Federzls ard Confederates alike, were buried in a

common grave near the side of the road.
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Colonel Poxter, latexr killed in a battle in Wright
County, Missouri, retreated to the north., Colonel Guitar
continued to serve with the Federal troops, attaining the
zank of general, and lived until 1909, practicing law in
Columbia,}}

III. THE FORMATION OF THE KINGDOM

Shoxtly after the skirmish at Ovexton Run, Fulton was
occupied temporarily by forces of the militia under the
command of Colonel John McNeil, who had led the troops at
Overton Run, and Lt. Col. Adam Hammer, who joined McNeil
with a force from St, Louis. There was a brief reign of
terror in Fulton, during the occupation period. The School
for the Deaf was closed, as was the state mental hospital.
Patients were sent home. Westminster College opened its
classrooms in December, rather than in September.

In the middle of Octobexr, word was received that
Callaway County was to be invaded again by militiamen from
Pike County. On hearing this, Colonel Jefferson Franklin
Jones, referred to earlier, sent riders through the towns
and countryside, rxaising a force to resist the on-marching
Union troops.

1pulton Daily Sun-Gesetts., July 13, 1962,
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On October 17, a group of several hundred old men and
boys, with an assortment of weapons, assembled at Brown's
Spring on the Auxvasse Creek, approximetely three miles
northwest of McCredie. A few of the men were from Boone
and Audrain counties, but most of them were loyal sons of
Callaway, Encamped, the men were organized into companies
and drilled by officers who had experienced some military
training, They then moved their campsite to a more
strategic location, farthexr from the main-travelled,
Fulton-Concord xroad. A few days later, they moved again to
a point approximately three milees northeast of the village
of Shamrock.}?

The opposing Union force, which reportedly was mov-
ing toward Callaway, wes composed of from 400 to 500 well-
equipped and well-trained soldiers, a regiment organized in
Pike County the previous yeaxr, and under the command of
Colonel T. J, C. Fagg. The Callawegians, in comparison,
vere a motley lot, ill-equipped, untrained, many of them
either too old or too young to offer effective resistance,
Perhaps because of this, the Callawegians relied on their
imagination. They constxucted at least one wooden cannon,
a8 log painted black, which they hoped would be mistaken for

(Pultons Ts orss BelySySissY §f the Kisgdem of Cellawey
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the real thing by the Union forces. Colonel Jefferson Jones
then took a bold step, which was to have lasting signifi-
cance in Callaway County.

Colonel Jones dispatched two of his officers to
negotiate with the Federal troops. The officers fixst con-
tacted Colonel Fagg, who detained them overnight at
Wellesville, and then went on to deliver Jefferson Jones'
note to the commanding general of all Union forces in north-
eastern Missourl, General John Brooks Henderson, who was
soon to serve in the United States Senate from Missocuri.

The note was, in a manner of speaking, a request for
8 treaty between Callaway County and the United States Army.
It announced that the Callawegians would not tolerate an
attempted invasion, or occupation by military forces of the
United States, and that the force under Colonel Fagg would
be met with resistance. Colonel Jones rxecognized, however,
that it might be necessary foxr Union forces to march through
Callaway, on occasion, Such necessary troop movements would
be permitted, the note allowed, as long as the Union soldiers
did not molest any of the citizens of Callaway, and as long
a8 the Union paid £full value for all they received while in
the county. If the United States would agree to such an
axxangement, Callaway would provide every guaxantee under the
Constitution of the United States, as it affected persons
and property. Law would be kept and obsexrved. Callaway
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would keep faith with the United States. The force of
Callawegians, now encamped, and armed with cannon, would
be dispersed. Men would go to their homes and remain peace-
ful. If the Union did not agree, Colonel Jones warned, then
the United States government would be met with force and
resistance. In effect, it would mean war,

According to the legend, unsubstantiated, an agree-
ment was made. Colonel Jones' emissaries returned with the
good news that the Un:lcn forces would return to Pike County,
from whence they came, and that, thereafter, Callaway would
not be invaded by Union forces.

Thus, a treaty of peace had been made between a county
of Missouri and forces of the United States government.
Callaway was acting independently of the state, negotiating
directly with the government of the United States. Colonel
Jones, perhaps with some emotion, or even ceremony, dissolved
his force. The old men and young boys returned to their
homes to live in peace.

The Union forces were not as honorable. Just four
days after the agreement was made, time to allow the Callaway
army to disband, the Yankees from Pike County, along with a
group from St. Charles, Missouri, marched into Fulton with a
combined force of 1,200 men. Arriving on November 1, they
camped in fields northeast of the state hospital. Callaway
had been invaded and occupied.
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A few weeks later, Jefferson Franklin Jones was
arrested., A group of 100 Union soldiexs, sent by General
Henderson, went to his farm, looted his property, and
deported him, aloug with his fawily. In the following
year, Jones was txied by a military txibunal in Danville,
and was acquitted of a chaxrge that he had violated the agree-
went he had made wiiihh General Hendexson. Nevertheless, he
remained a prisonexr in St. Charles, and much of his property
was conflscated,

These were the dxamatic events of the Civil War in
Callaway, an individual county in the border state of
Missouri, which experienced violence, warfare, crime,
political instability, feaxr, bitterness, and hatred. There
were other events and episodes, less well known, which col-
lectively served to weld the people of Callaway together
into a cohesive group. Arrests were made, from time to
time, by Union soldiers. Homes were looted. Livestock was
stolen. Demands were made on the people of Callaway by the
occupying forces.

Between 1864 and 1872, Missouri was governed by the
Radical Party. One thixd of Missouri's citizens were barred
fxrom the polls. Supreme Court members were forced from the
bench. Puppet governments replaced locsl, legally, consti-
tuted governments. Lawyers, priests, ministexs, and

teachers, whose loyalty was questioned in one way ox another,
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the agreement with General Henderson. Others contend that
the appellation came later, when John Sampson, a state
representative, stood in the Missouri CGeneral Assembly and
announced that he was the chosen representative of The
Kingdom of Callaway and a loyal son of the South, an act
which led to his removal from the House,

Whatever the truth may be, The Kingdom of Callaway
remained 38 a symbol, even as a myth., There was never a
King in the Kingdom during this period of war and recon~
struction, There was no independent govermment. The
United States govermment did not abide by the agreement
made by Jones and Henderson. Yet, even today, in the
coumty of Callaway, the eyes of some men shine and become

moist, at the mention of the Kingdom,



CBAPTER IV
THE REINFORCEMENT OF THE KINGDOM

Even if thexe were some serious questions about the
sovereignty of The Kingdom of Callaway, and even 1f the
Yankees did move into Fulton, and Jefferson Jones was
arrzested, the people of Callaway xemained proud. They
called the bluff of the United States government, at least
foxr four days. They organized their own army, even if it
was not a very impressive force, and its only cannon was a
painted log. They negotiated with the United States. PFew
counties, not even states, could claim that distinctiom,

The 3pzringfield, Missouxi, axea had the battle of
Wilson's Creek. At Palmyra, thexe was a genuine massacxe
of non-combatants committed by Colonel John McNeil, the
same man who commanded the troops at Overton Run, and who
retrested in the face of gunfixe from the hands of
Callawegisns, Clay County had its Jesse and Frank James,
following the Civil War. The Battle of Pilot Knch was
fought in Iron County,

Callaway had a whole Kingdom! Moxe than that, the
Kingdom was formed by their owm, county pecple, pioneexrs, orx
sons of pioneers, from Kentucky and Virginia. This was
unique. There was something diffexremt about Callawmy snd
its pecple. Other events took place, ovexr the couxrse of
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years, which added status and individuality, but The Kingdom
remained the most important and significant symbol of

1. JEFFERSON DAVIS VISITS FULTON

One such event was the visit by Jefferson Davis, the
ex-president of the Confederacy. When it was learned that
Jefferson Davis was traveling to Kansas City, the people of
Callaway extended an invitation for him to visit Fulton and
the county falr, President Davis accepted, traveled all the
way from Memphis, and on September 11, 1875, spoke at the
fairgrounds to a group of 10,000 people, certainly the
largest cxowd ever assembled at one time in The Kinsdnn.l
At the faixgrounds, located at what is now Priest Field, the
athletic field of VWestminster College, Jefferson Davis stood
in the shade of a huge elm tree and asked the people of The
Kingdom to foxget the animosities and the bitterness of the
war. Stxong men wept, it is sald, and the women of Callaway
desperately rushed forwaxd to kiss oz even touch the garments
or body of the great man.

Jefferson Davis was lodged in the home of John
Hockaday, the Attorxney~Ceneral of Missourli at the time,

The old house still stands on a hill overlooking the towm,

lrulton Daily Sun-Gasette, May 8, 1948.
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One can see it at a distance from several points in the com-
mmity. A prized-possession in Pulton has been the chairx
occupied by the President when he ate dinmer in this house
and talked with a number of tallawegians about the
Confederacy and the war,

Pregident Davis did not have to come to Fulton. He
could have gone to any of the other towas ox counties where
good men had been true to the South. But he chose Fulton
and The Kingdom of Callaway.

Men etill talk about the Jaffexson Davis spesech,

Some say that the event settled, for all reasonable people,
an arxgument as to which town in Missouri could be considered
the capital of the Little Dixie avea.2? Others whisper that
on & Septembexr night one can still hear the zebel yell of
10,000 men and women, as they welcomed Jefferson Davis to
The Xingdom.

II. EINGS RONW

Many things happened in Fulton and Callaway between
1873 and 1940, FPFor one, Pulton grew from a towm of 1,600 to
a community of over 8,000 people, including the transients
at the institutions., The old courthouse was torn down, much
to the disappointment of many, and a new building, which

21bid,
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did not look anything like a courthouse should, was erected,
partly to provide work for Csllaweglans during the depression
years. The Palace Hotel opened, way back in 1879,
W, Ed Jameson established his real estate agency in the
Jameson Building at Fifth and Couzt., Callaway went through
a periocd vhen it was one of the leading mule-trading centexs
in the state. And then the automobile terminated mule-
txading as a prospercus enterprise. During the depression
yeaxs, thxee of Fulton's four banks closed., Only the
Callaway Bank remained. The men of Callaway fought in tweo
other wars. A Fulton girl partieipated in the Olympic
games,

An event which evoked much converdation, however, and
one which is still discussed in Pulton, was the publication
of a novel by Renxy Bellaman, entitled Kiugs Row.3

Henry Bellaman 1s still a controversisl figuxe in
Fulten. 1t has become traditional that newcomers be told
that Fulton was the locale for Kings Row, shoxtly after they
move there. Worn copies of the novel may be borrowed, ox
paperbacks may be purchased, when they are available. When
information about "the Bellaman book" is provided, the new
resident may de furthex instructed that the novel 43 not a

3tenry Bellaman (Gaxden City, Wew York:
The Sun nm Press, 1950; L ¥
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subject for polite conversation. A typical comment is, ™I
don't mind talking about it, but a lot of people in town do
wind.” Who cares to discuss it, and who does not care to
discuss it, 1s frequently a speculative problem,

Henry Bellaman was boxrn in Fulton on April 28, 1832,
Re was an intelligent and sensitive boy, living in a
Victorian age, in a2 town with a peculiar mixture of midwest-
ern and southern traditions, where claes divisions were
gather rigid, fimm, and obvious. Mr. and Mrs. George
Bellaman, and two other children, lived in a large white
house in the western section of Fulton, a few blocks west
and noxth of Westminster College. One can éeill see the
house, now moved from 1ts original locaticn, or one can see
the little stone house whexre Henry's grandmother lived and
raised garden vegetables to sell, In Kinzs Row, Henxy's
grandmother becomes a fine, wealthy lady, Marie Arnaut
von Eln, the grandmother of Parris Mitchell, a woman who
could speak French or German by preference, and a womsn who
did not fit imto the usual categories of what the town con=
sidered foreigh elements.?

In order to see the houses, one must drive past one
of the new elementary schools, located on a wide, paved

street, and continue north over a rough, single-laned,

Alh&éc » P 19,
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gravel road, which winds its way roughly through woodlands,
and along the side of a rock-bedded creek, a sylvan setting
described in the novel. One doubts, however, that the
estate in the wooded area was ever quite the appealing
countyry place depicted in Kings Row.

George Bellaman, Henry's father, was not an ordinary
house painter, He was a crafteman, with German pride in his
work. Not only did he pexform bis vocation with care and
talent, he also loved wusic. After working long and hard
hours, he would return to his house at night and play piano,
8 xecreation which was to become a professional intezest fox
Henry and his yoiing sister.

Henry Bellaman lived in Pulton for eighteen years.

He studied music under Mxs, Anna Heurmann Hamilton, a

German born composer and planist in Fulton. After graduating
from the public schools, he attended Westminstex, where he
was impressed with the friendship of a language professor,

In 1890, he left Pulton, received s dogree st Denver
University, and went on to study music in Paxis. For the
next ten years, he commuted between Europe and the United
States; for seventeen years he taught music in South Carolina.
His talent for music brought him fame and recognition: pro-
fessor of music at Vassar, acting director of Juilliaxd
Musical Foundation, dean of the Curtis Institute of Music.

On two occasions, he was decoxated by the French govermment.
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Bellaman wrote other novels, before and after Kings
Row, a number of them also based on happenings in Callaway
County, but he is best known, in PFulton and elsewhere, for
Kings Row, a best-seller, which was serislized in a number
of newspapers, was used as the basis for a radio program,
and was adapted for the screen in a movie starring Ronald
Reagan, Robert Cummings, Ann Sheridan, and Charles Coburn,

The novel was not flattering to Fulton. It depicted
the commumnity as a2 conservative, staid, class-conscious,
hypocritical town whose ugliness was in its mentality,
rathex than in its physical appearance. It exposed family
scandals and sordid episodes in the life of the town, and
created others. There was the prominent and respected
physician, whose sadistic perversions led to the death ox
disfigurement of several citizens in the community. Another
member of a prominent family scandalously lived with his
Negro maid. The strange Dr., Alexander Tower murdexed his
wife, his daughter, and took his cwn life, before divulging
the incestuous affair which had taken place inside his
visitorless house. Homosexuality, brutality, embezzlement,
coxruption, vice, crime, sex, insanity, and feeble-
mindedness were thrown in for good measure.

Kings Row was not just an accounting of events which
had taken place in Fulton during the late nineteenth century.
Some of the descriptive passages in the book were not
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suitable for use by the local Chamber of Commexce:

Other towns had profited and grown. Kings Row had
been drained of prosperity and, a similar degree,
of vitality. Colonel sSkeffington had often remarked,
and so had Thurston 5t. George, that there were 'no
chances" for a young man in Kings Row now., Now as
Paxxis ran over the names of the promising younger
people he realized that thn{ had gone away. They had
not found places for thewselves in Kings Row. The towm
could lose moxe and moxe of its blood until it beceame
48 empty and dry as & locust shell. 5o wany things,
people~--individuals and oxganizations--xetain theix
form long aftexr life itseli has withdrawn,>

sSocial stracification was a majoxr concern to Sellaman
in the novel, perhaps, as some people say, because of the
way ne was treated when he lived in Fulton. Union Stxeet,
Federxal, walnut and Cedax, ox, woxe accurately in Fultenm,
Couxrt, Fifth, Nichols aud sIluff, colleciively constituted
the besti neignborihoods of Fulton,

ihese were gocial boundaries. ivery step away from
these clearly marked precincts took one a step downward
in the well-defined and perfectly undexrstvod social
ordex of Kings Row.

Wealth and sccupation were the determining factoxs.
Lawyers, doctors, bankers, landowneis, and Lthe woxe
important merchants made up the first families., To be
sure, even this restxicied category was crossed by lines
of zeligious denominations. The Presbyterian was the
"nign-toned” chaurch. The Campbellite sxanked second
though a good many newcomexs had somehow been cnxeiicd
there. The Baptist and Methodist graded equally, but
cextainly much lower than the fixst two.©

SIbi.d., P G445,
1bid., p. 22.
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The xeception which Kings Row received in Fulton is
not easily described, Some Fultoniens were indignant, and
xemain so today. Some deeply xesented the book's publicatiom.
"He did not have anything good to say about Fulton," one san
pointed out, "I don't care if he wanted to tell some of the
bad things about the town, but he could have sald some good
things, too, and he didn't.” Others comment that many of
the episodes in the book never occurred and that othexs
were magnified. '"He stretched a lot of things just to make
the book more interesting."

On the othexr hand, a number of Fultonians were
pleased that the book was published, and delighted in the
anxiety and discomfort which some families allegedly
experiencad when the novel was mentioned. "Half the people
in Fulton were angxy because they saw themselves ox thelrz
relatives in the book,” a friend of the authox said, “and
the othexr half was angry because they could not find them-
selves ox their relatives in the book."

Several explanations are given as to the motives of
Bellaman, Some people say that he was simply interested in
cxeating a best-seller, and that the best way to publish a
popular novel was to fill a book with sex, scandal, and
violence. Othexs opine that Bellaman was bitter, that he
wrxote the book because of the treatment he received as a
boy, or because Fulton had nevex given him the recognitiem
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which he felt was deserved.

Bellaman denied that the book was descriptive of
Fulton specifically. He consistently argued that when he
wrote the book he naturally thought of Fulton, since he
1ived there as a boy, but that the events end charactexs
described were purely fictional. He further added that
individuals in several towns, in other states, also claimed
that Xings Row was written about them,

Fultonians were not convinced, A citizen of Fulton
who reviewed the bock for the loecal Lions Club, said that
there was no doudt in his mind that Kings Row and Fulton
were the same.’/ When the novel was serialized in the local
paper, the editor stated:

Fultoniens who have read Iinfa Row, which has now
been filmed, ave positive that it Ts based on the lives
of inhabitants of Fulton and Callaway County abeout
forty-five years ago. And while Belleman, a former
Fultonian, has denied this, thexe is no doubt in the
minds of local residents, who knew the town in the
1890's, that the story concerns this city.

Those who have read the story have not only picked
out such sites as Westminster College, the courthouse,
west public school, state hospital, and others, but
they have identified characters as former citizens,8

There 13 the feeling among some people in Fulton, as

was mentioned earlier, that Kings Row is not a topic which

TFulton Dajly Sun-Gazette, January 22, 1941.
8ibid., February 19, 1942,
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should be discussed. The opinion {s frequently expressed
that a number of local citizens become quite angry at the
mention of the book, or feel some discomforxt in talking
about it. Vhen this opinlon 1s expressed, however, the
person usually states that he does not mind talking about
it, but others do. Sometimes names of those who care axe
given, However, the persons who are allegedly irxritated,
often make the identical statements, in reference to someone
else,

Although thexe has been criticism of the book and
of Bellaman, the author also has his supporters. "It seems
to me," one county native said, "that Bellaman depicted
Fulton rather accurately, not only as it was in 1890, but
to some extent, as it is today.” Another person, who was as
well acquainted with the author as any Fulitonlan, expressed
the opinion that Bellaman, whether justifiably or not,
descxibed Fulton as he believed it existed, a small town in
the midwest, during a period of Victorian moxality, not
unlike many towns acxoss the countxy.

Henry Ballaman died in 1945, at a time when he was
writing a sequel to Kings Row. The book, Paxxis Mitchell of
Kings Row, completed by his widow, did not enjoy the popu-
larity of the previous novel, but nevertheless evoked more
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his novel. One does not see Kings Row mentioned in Chambex
of Commerce statements, or on roadsigns, and if a curious
newcomer asks about characters, events, streets, or land-
marks mentioned in the book, he is likely to be told: "I
wouldn't ask many people about that. I don't mind talking
about it, but a lot of people do."

ITI, THE IRON CURTAIN SPEECH

Winston Chuxchill's visit to Fulton, and his address
at Westminster College, on March 5, 1946, was a diffexent
matter. Fulton found itself being discussed all over the
United States, even abroad. Editions of the local paper
poured out the news and an editorial, on the memorable day
of the addresg was entitled ""Today Is Fulton's Day,' further
recalling that Jeffexrson Davis also visited Pulton in 1875.11

People all over the United States wondered why
Fulton, Missouri, of all places, should be chosen as the
site for an address by the wartime prime minister of Great
Britain, the great man of the century, in the opinion of
many people.

The stock story is that the idea of inviting Sir
Winston came to the president of Westminster College,

Dr. Franc McCluer, while he was on vacation during the

lipuiton Daily Sun-Gasette, March 5, 1946.

AR
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summexr of 1945, He did not expect that Churchill would
accept, but he thought it was worth an attempt. Membexs of
the Westminster Board of Trustees were contacted. The pro-
posal was discussed with Tom Van Sent, a Fulton banker who
knew President Truman personally, and with Harry Vaughn, a
well-known friend of the President, and a graduate of
Westminster College., Finally, the proposal reached Mz,
Truman himself. The invitation was prepared. Mr. Trumen
gave his endorsement. On December 19, 1945, the public
announcement was made that Winston Chuxchill had accepted.

Fulton was proud. The rest of the country was suz-
prised. Larxy Hall, of the Associated Press, wrote: “There
basn’t been such a stir in the Kingdom of Callaway since
Jeff Davis spoke hexe back in 1875."12 The Chicago Tribune
announced: ‘“Missouri's Old Rebel Kingdom Waits for Churchill
Lecture," and commented that Harry Truman was dividing his
patronage between East and West, that is, between St. Louis
and Kansas City.l3

Maxch 5 had been anticipated, but few people realized,
in Fulton or elsewhere, that the speech made by Sir Winston
would color and shape the foreign relations of the United

1946 1210zry Hall, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, January 26,

13M Iribune, Pebruary 3, 1946,
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the iron cuxtain speech, vou know."”

Ten years after the event, the city council of Fulton
made Winston Churchill an honorary citizen of Fulton and
William L. Ryan, a news analyst for the Associated Press,
visited the town for several days and wrote a feature article
for newspapers across the country. “A bolt of lightning
struck this easy-going town just tem years ago,” he wrote.
"It left a permanent mark,'l’

In 1959, when Nikita Khrushchev was touring the
United Stetes, the city council adopted a resolution invite~
ing the Russian leader to visit Fulton,

The City of Fulton hereby conveys to the United States
Bcg::tnnnt of State an invitation and request that the
itinexary of the Premiex of Russia be arranged to include
2 visit to the Kingdom of Callaway, Fulton, Missouri.

It 1s the considered judgment of this govexning body
that this historic community, site of Winston
Churchill's Iron Curtain Speech, and rich in agriculs
tural, industyial, and institut 1 diverlifieatign, is
a logical place for the Russian Premier to visit,

Let Henry Bellaman write his novels, Fulton had baeen

vindicated.

15¥ulton Daily Sun-Gazette, March 5, 1956.
161b1d., August 7, 1959,
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IV, THE POST-CHURCHILLIAN ERA

Since Sir Winston's visit, other famous and some~
times unusual speskers have appeared in Fulton, adding
interest if not prestige to the commmity, Few people
zealize, for example, that Fulton has been the location fox
three national conventions of a political party, or that a
presidential candidate received his nomination in Fulton,

In 1960, the Theocratic Party held its nominating
convention in Fulton, the home of a2 local minister who was
the national chairman of the organization, and selected
Bighop Homer A Tomlinson as its standard-bearer.

Taking advantage of the historic setting of Fulton
and the Kingdom of Callaway, the self-styled King of the
World, Bishop Tomlinson, stood on the campus of Westminster
College, without invitation, and proclaimed an end to the
cold war, undoing the work of Winston Churchill, The bishop
addressed a crowd somewhat smaller than the group which had
hezxrd Sir Winston, and the press coverage was not as
extensive.

In his campaign for the presidency, which he pre-
dicted would be won by a2 miracle, Bishop Tomlinson asked
for a union of church and state, for one hundred per cent
tithing, which would replace taxation, and for the establish-
ment of the King James Bible as the foundation of righteous-
ness. He pledged that he would end wars, crime, and
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acceptable reputation, In 1962, the commencement speakex at
Westminstexr College was the Secretary of State, Dean Rusk.
Earlier in the yeaxr, Henry Luce, editor-in-chief of Time,
Incorporated, Frederick R, Kappal, board chaixman of Amexican
Telephone and Telegraph, and Douglas Catexr, Washington
editor of The Repozter spoke at Westminster., In previous
years, Harry 5. Truman, Alban Barkley, Chaxles Malik,

J. Edgax Hoover, James Farley, Roscoe Pound, Reinhold
Niebuhr, Dr. Lin Yuteng, and the Right Honorable Viscount
Hailsham, Loxd Privy Seal, visited the college.

Fulton has had other men who have contributed to
society. Not all of them are well known, but theix
accomplishments have been notable. The inventor of several
faxm implements, including the Carrington terracer, was a
xesident of the community, Henry Bellaman was only one of
sevexal authors who lived in the county. There was
Mx, B. F. Douglas, who moved to Fulton from Kentucky 8s a
small boy. He farmed near Fulton for twenty-one yeazs,
wovad away, and returned following his retirement. The
story is that Mr. Douglas, being disturbed by house-flies
one summexr, hit upon the ides of attaching a piece of screen
wire to a stick, which could then be used readily to
exterminate the pests. In short, Mr. Douglas invented the
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fly-swatter and, it is said, made a small fortune from his
invention.l® Colonel Joseph K. Rickey, a coloxful
Mississippi Kivex figure, also lived in Fulton for many
years duxring the latter paxt of the nineteenth century,
1t was Joseph Rickey who introduced a drink later knowm as
the gin-rickey, although gin was not a part of the original
formula and wae disliked by the inventor.20

To wany people of Callaway, however, all of these
events axe of secondary importance when compared to the
Kingdom of Callaway. Mo event has been institutionalized
and pexpetuated as has that dramatic event of 1862, when the
men of Callaway challenged the United States. Indeed, it
wmight be axgued that all of the eveuts which have taken
place since 1862 have merely xeinfurced the belief that
theze 1s gomething different about Callaway, that it is a
unique place in which to live, and that one should be proud
of being & Callawegian.

Before Jefferson Davis visited Fulton and stoed in
the shade of the big tree on Priest Field, there was a
Kingdom. Perhaps Jefferson Davis would not have visited
Fulton if there had been no Kingdom. Kings Row may have

197ulton Daily Sun-Gazette, May 27, 1942.
201p4d., November 2, 1949.
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made residents somewhat defensive and suspicious, but it may
have made them proud as well, Not every town has a novel
‘writtem about it. Winston Churchill publicized Fulton as
it had never been publicized before, with the name of
Fulton appearing on the front pages of newspapers across
the globa. Fulton has its old lnstitutions,.old at least
in reference to settlement west of the Mississippi. It was
settled by pioneers, crossed by Daniel Boone.

Is the Kingdom of Callaway different from other
counties” 1Is Fulton, as the capital of the Kingdom, a
unique community! There are those who say proudly, yes.



CHAPTER V
MANIFESTATIONS OF THE KINGDOM

One can not live in Fulton many days or weeks without
expexiencing some awareness thet the Kingdom still exists,

or at least is used as a promotional device,
I. THE USE OF THE KINGDOM

One restaurant in the community has used place-mats
which briefly and somewhat imaginatively describe the
Kingdom of Callaway. While waiting for dinner tc be served,
one can read about the origin of the Kingdom, and the
Kingdom as it exists today. Closex to the business district,
one may be served in the Kingdom Csfe., Milk sexved in
restaurants or purchased in the stores may be Sky-Go milk,
produced "from the rolling gxeen pastures of the Kingdom of
C#llaway.“ The owner of the dairy has commented that he has
promoted the Kingdom as much as any individual, since thou-
sands of milk cartons menticning the Kingdom have been sold.
Thexe is also a Kingdom Federal Savings and Loan Associatiom,
& Kingdom Feed Sexvice, and the Kingdom Oil1 Company. The
local Chambexr of Commerce is appropriately known as the
Kingdom of Callaway Chamber of Commerce, and the local news-
papex defines its role in "serving the Kingdom of Callaway."
City automobile license decals, produced in the geographical
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shape of Callaway County, are decorated with Highway 54
running through the centexr of the county, Fulton being
indicated by a crown signifying the county seat. The decals
read: "The Kingdom of Callaway.”" A few years ago, "Kingdom
recipes’ were published in the local newspaaet,l

The name Callaway alone is also used as a name for
businesses and organizations. One may transact financial
affairs at The Callaway Bank, "sexving the Kingdom of
Callaway for over one hundred years." One may bowl at the
Callaway Lanes, ride in a Callaway Cab, or be buried in the
Callaway Memorial Gardens, There is the Callaway Electrical
Co-op, the Callaway Farmers Equipment Company, the Callaway
lamber Company, the Callaway Rock Quaxxry, and the Callaway
Sales Company.

In 1961, when local businessmen were attempting to
put new life into the Chambexr of Commerce, persoms in the
community were asked to submit suggestions fox re-naming the
businessmen's group, which was to expand its aembership
availability to include the entire county., After a period
of appropriate suspense, it was announced that the new
Chambex name would be The Kingdom of Callaway Chambexr of
Commerce, since most of the suggestions had included eithex

lrulton Dally Sun-Gazette, April &, 1956.
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Callaway or xingdou.z

Similarly, in 1943, Callaway County had the opportunity
to name an Air Force bombexr 1f the people of the county sub-
scribed for the purchase of a given number of defense bonds.
There had been previous bond campaigns, but new zeal was
added vhen the naming of an aixcraft was offered as an
incentive. The bonds were sold in a matter of days., MNore
than one hundred suggestions were submitted, including
"Captain Callaway,"” but, as one might predict, the 3-25 was
given the name, "Kingdom of Callaway - Missouri3

Historic celebrations are also the occasion for the
Kingdom to be given its due respect. When Westminstex College
and the School for the Deaf celebrated their centemnials,
elaborate plans were made to honor the institutions, Fulton
merchants displayed merchandise of the previous century in
thelr store windows. Men, women, and children wore costumes
popular in the past. The newspaper carried feature stories
on Callaway history. Kentuckian Alban Barkley was the com=
mencement speaker at Westminster. In the centennial parzade,
thexe were floats representing each dacade of the county's
history, the float for 1861-1871 being The Kingdou of

21bgd., July 20, 1961,
31bid., June 12, 1943.
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Callaway. Winston Churehill and Harry Truman sent their
congratulations. Thousands joineﬁ in the celebration and
2,500 people were served free barbescue. There was general
agreement that it was the most colorful celebration ever
held in Fulton, The press summed it up: "The day will go
down as one of the Kingdom's biggest events, ™

Even the college students, with the cooperation of
the community, take advantage of, and pay homage to, the
Kingdom. For a number of years, the Kappa Alpha fraternity
at Vestminster College has entertained the community each
spring with its 0l1d South Ball parade., Students dressed in
Confederate uniforms, accompanied by southern belles from
William Woods, ride down Court Street on horses or in horse-
drawn carriages, terminating their parade at the courthouse
square. An oration is given by a2 local person known for his
speaking prowess, extolling the cause of the South and
declaring the secession of the Kingdom of Callaway. The
flag of the United States is lowered, and in its place
flutters the Stars and Bars. Some have said that teaxs
come to the eyes of a few Callawegians,

This is not to say that Callawegians are unpatriotic
in relation to the Union. Quita to the contrary, patxiotisem

“1bid., June 4, 1951,
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is emphasized in the Kingdom., One of the most impressive
demonstrations of this was seen shortly after the attack on
Pearl Harbor, in 1941, A parade wae staged, which probably
had no equal until the centennial celebration a decade
later. Approximately eighty men, oxganized and led by a
man whose family had fought in four waxs, marched down
Fulton's streets, demonstrating their suppoxt of the gov-
exrnment., Some men carried their own weapons on thelr
shoulders, but a8 local gun collectox alded othexrs by
distributing fifty-six old guns and muskets to those who
were unarmed.

An eighty-two year old man led the parade, carrying
the United States flag. He was followed by five snare
drummexs and & base drummer. Robert lee Creed, named for
the great Confederate General, Robert E. lee, carried a
banner which stated that he was over seventy and "raring
to go." Then came the white men, followed by the colored
men, in marching formation, The oldest white man was
elghty-seven, the oldest Negro, eighty-two, the press
reported.

The organizer of the parade walked along the side of
the group carrying a wooden gun, nine feet long, said to
have been used as a display by locksmiths in Fulton for
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£fifty years, and which was reportedly moxe than one bundred

years 0ld,5
IX. INSTITUTIONS OF THE KINGDOM

The Kingdom has not only been used, it has been
{nstitutionalized. Each year, the local Kiwanis Club
presents a stage production which, in a sense, has become
an institution for summing up, or lampooning the previous
year's events in the Kingdom, 1In 1957, when the thirty-
£1fth annual. show was presented, the title of the production
was "Corn Pone County.” GCood-humored criticisms wexe
directed toward the pelice and fire departments, the bank
and civic clubs, and the performance was terminated with
the “"Ringdom of Corxn Pone Supper,” at which time "Henry
Bellaman' was the guest of honor. ®

| In 1961, anticipating the centennial of the Kingdom,
the civic group again concentrated its attention on
Callaway and the heritage of the Civil Wax, On this
occaslon, a "King of the Kingdom' was named and crowned,
the honored person being a resident of Fulton on the first
night, and a county resident the second night. Furthermore,

a Kingdom flaj was unveiled, designed by Mrs. Don Kurtxz for

51bid,, December 13, 194l.
61bid., Pebruary 5, 1957.
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the production, who stated at the time that the design had
little significance. The finale was an orxiginal song,

"The Kingdom March,"’

The most important institution of the Kingdom, how-
ever, has been the annual Kingdom of Callaway Supper, an
event which has been held regularly in January for f£ifty-
six years. In January, 1906, the editor of the Fulton
Daily Sun, A. C. Bush, proposed that the business and pro-
fessional men of Fulton have an annual supper or banquet.
It was believed that such a social function would be useful
in solving community problems. During its early history,
the dinner was restricted to business and professional men
of Fulton, and was known as the Fulton Commercial Club, 1In
1918, it became a county-wide, Kingdom of Callaway Supper.
During the 1920's, women were invited to attend, and it was
decided that an annual award would be made to a native
Callawegian who had left the county and had "made good.” A
second award, for community service, was also established.

The Kingdom Supper has become one of the major events
of the county and community. The dinners are served at the
large churches of Fulton. Quotas are established for each
church, and a limited number of tickets is sold, usually
from six hundred to eight hundred, each selling for two

'tbid., March 14, 1961,
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dollars and seventy-five cents. The program of the evening
is later presented at the high school auditorium. At each
dinner, a president of the supper is elected. The selection
of the president is determined prior to the event, He is
nominated and elected by acclamation, and the arrangements
for the next dinner become his xesponsibility. It is
customary for the president to be a resident of Fulton one
year, & resident of the county the following year.

Outside speakers are invited for the evening program.
They may be educators, jouxnalists, businessmen, agricultural
experts, politicians, entertainers, etc. Brief histories of
the Kingdom of Callaway are printed on the programs.

The major event of the evening, however, is the
honozring of a Callawegian who has left the county and made
good. Such guests have included lawyers, doctors, business-
men, farmers, artists, scientists, public servants, and
military personnel who have attained some degree of success
in their professions.

The award for community service was established by
Dr. J. B. McCubbin, a Fultonian, and was continued by the
Sun-Gazette after Dr. McCubbin moved away from the com-
munity. A committee selects the person who made the
greatest contribution to the county during the prxevious
yeax. An award is not always given, as the committee does

not always decide that such an award is justified,
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Helen Stephens, an Olywpic track star, W. Ed Jameson, a
realtor, Pranc McCluer, president of Westminster College,
Harold Slusher, a county agent, Callaway armed service men,
Geoxge Carrington, sn inventor of farm implements, Henxy
Danuser, a manufacturer, and Truman Ingle, superintendent of
the School for the Deaf, have been among the reciplents,

Particular attention was given to the 1961 Kingdom
Supper, due to the approaching centennial of the Kingdom,

On that occasion, the Kingdom reaffirmed its sovereignty and
appointed an ambassador to Washington. In doing so, sdvan-
tage was taken of a rather ordinary occurrence. Dx. David
Horton, a professor of political sclence at Westminster
College, was taking a leave of absence in order to conduct
research. As a matter of fact, Dx, Horton was in Washington
at the time that his appointment as the Kingdonm Ambassador
was announced, but the certificate of appointment was for-
warded to him,

A resolution was prepared end read at the dinner
which reststed the story of Colonel Jefferson Jones' covenant
with the United States. It znnounced that Dx. Horton was
being appointed for the purpose of securing recognition of
the Kingdom of Callaway "as the home of a proud and noble -

people dedicated to gracious living and haspitality.“a

81bid., February 1, 1961.



74

A few days later, the Kingdom's ambassador presented
his certificate of appointment to Missouri's United States
Senatox Stuart Symington in Washington, and newspaper
repoxts stated that his credentials would later be presented
to the United States Department of Stat@.g

The Kingdom ¢f Callaway did not have a local his-
torical society until 1960, Earliexr attempts had been made
to form a chapter. Officers had been elected, but no
organization was sustained. Once the oxganization came into
being, however, it flouxished. In its first year of
operation, the Kingdom of Callaway Historical Society had
almost six hundred membexrs. Programs wexe held each month,
Activities and projects were plamned., Considexation was
given to the development of a local museum.

The Kingdou flag soon gained new significance.
Originally designed for the Kiwanis show, as mentioned
earliex, it was discovered that the design of the flag did
have significance, after all. The puxple background was
emblematic of the xoyalty of the county. 7Two blue baxs
represented the battles of Ovexton Run and Moore's Mill, In
the centex of the flag was a white outline of the county,
and in the center of the outline was a golden cxown,

9Ibid., February 7, 1961
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indicating & kingdom. On the points of the crown wexe five
jewsls, xepresenting the five streams in the county. The
red lining of the crown was symbolic of the blood shed by
citizens of Callaway during the Civil War, and the stars on
the bars crossing the flag indicated the townships which
existed in 1861, the centxal stax representing Fulton. FPlans
were announced for having the flag manufactured and sold by
the Histoxical Society., It would be produced in three sizes,
a large one for business and industxy, a medium sized one
for stores, and a small one for home displays. The County
Court, by official reselution, aedopted the flag as the
official flag of the county and enjoined residents of the
county to display it on public occasions. The Chamber of
Commexce gave its endorsement, and the newspaper supported
the action with an editorial.l®

Unfoxtunately, it has been impossible to carry out
such plans. It was found that the cost of producing the
flags was pxohibitive. However, the Histoxical Society has
used the design of the flag. Lettex openers, lapel pins,
spoons, and ladies' dress pins have been produced, besxing
the emblem of the Kingdom, and have been sold by the group.

The flag was again displayed, and its significance

wi@_gm” Octobexr 30, 1961,
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explained, when the Historical Soclepy dedicated a diorama
of the Battle of Moore's Mill, The impressive ceremony was
held on the steps of the courthouse, with the flag displayed
above the door. At three o'clock on the afternoon of
July 28, one hundred years after the battle to the houx,
the Battle of Moore's Mill was described by Judge Hugh P,
wWilliamson, lawyex, author, historian, orator, politician.u

Other suggestions for the use and institutionalization
of the Kingdom have been made from time to time by indl-
viduals and groups. There are those who feel that the
Kingdom provides a valuable promotional device. 1In 1961, a
proposal was made that a pageant be held, enacting and cele-
brating the formation of the Kingdom in 1862, 1t has also
been suggested that highway signs be erected on the majox
roads and highways, advising motorists that they are enter-

ing or leaving the Kingdom of Callaway.
II1. COMMENTS ON THE KIRGDOM

In addition to the use of the Kingdom as & business
and promotional device, and the institutionalization of the
Kingdom through organizations, manifestations of it may be
seen and heard in other ways.

1pgd., July 30, 1962,
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and people who live outglde of Fulton, who are sometimes
called "county people," by Fultonians, but who think of
themselves as being Callawegians. Obviously, a Fultonian
is a Callawegian who was born in Fulton., Then there are the
"naturalized citizens,” the "newcomers,” "outsiders,” and
"forelgners." It is most desirable, to many people, to be
a naturalized citizen. Such people are not of ploneer
stock in Callaway, and were not even bhorn in Callaway.

They are people who have lived in the community for many
years and have been accepted, almost as if they were
Callawegians,

It {s difficult to differentiate between a newcomer,
an outsider, and a foreigner. Genexally speaking, the
term newcomer has no commotation of criticism, although 1t
may have on some occasions. Men who have lived in the com-
munity for a quarter of a century, and who have been
ralatively active in community affairs, have been introduced
to other Callawegians as newcomers. On the othexr hand,
one sometimes hears complaints that the newcomers, or a
single newcomexr, 18 "causing trouble" in the community. The
term outsider is sometimes used synonymously with newcomer,
but is more apt to be used In a condemnable manner than is
the othex texm. The woxd foreignexr, which 1is synonymous with
the other terms, in the sense that it refexs to a person
who has only recently moved into the commmity, is never
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used to flatter.

It must be pointed out that this status system exists
in addition to other status systems. Degrees of status also
depend on church membexrship, wealth, neighborhood, pro-
fession, community participation, and sociability. This
would be no different‘than in many other towns. It is the
status system in relation te the Kingdom which has some
singularity., With all of its divisions, it still does not
include the Negro ox the ''pooxr white trash,” or the
"unworthy," as they are sometimes designated.

One may detect this status system in conversing with
Callaweglans., One man, a newcomer, tells the story that
shoxtly after he moved into the commmunity, he asked a
neighbor 1f a cextain individual in Fulton was considered
one of the influential leaders of the community., The reply
was: "Gosh, no. He isn't even a Callawegian,"” A Fulten
mother relates that her young child came xunning into the
house one afternoon, weeping as if some overwhelming tragedy
had occurred. ithen questioned, the child confessed that a
young friend had told her that she was not a Callawegian.
Still another man, who has lived in Fulton thirty years,
describes an eveat which demcnstrates this attitude. At the
bixth of his son, it was convenient for his wife to be
admitted to the Boone County Hospital, instead of the
Callawvay County Hospital. After the mothex and new son had
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hundred essays were submitted, but many excecded the cue
hundred word limitation. The winning cssay stressed the
graciocus way that native Fultonians welcomed newcowers and
the people of the county into theixr inner cizcles, and made
the polnt that the Xingdom of Callaway organizations helped
to tie the people of the town and of the county iuto a
close-knit group. Appreciation was expressed Lor the
market farmers found for their products.

T'm proud of Fulton's dependable old bank--hex
reliable businesses (many handed down for the second
generation), her growing Christian culieges--her state
institutions and her exyand*gg industries: Our county
seat is a progressive towa':!

Other essays stressec the reiigious and educational
nature of the community and its county facilities. The
fourth place winner was pzrticulaxly eloquent:

Tt's a clean town. Zud it's a qulet town. It's a
town where you can leave your house unlocked at night.
It's a tows where ncighbor coesu't mean 'just lives
next door.' It's a town where it isn't sissy to go to
Sunday School or Churchi. It's the kind of town where
people know what's going on in the world and often
take a hand in it themselves. It's iudependent, and a
dictator wouldn't stand a chance here. It isn't big
buildings that make a town, ox busy boulevards, or
factories belching smoke. It's the people who make a
town., It's the people who Taka Fulton. 4ad there
aren't any better on earth,ld

171bid., February 24, 1954.
L81bid., March 1, 1954.
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While this essay contest was not concerned with the

¥ingdom, the pride {n the Kingdom spills ovexr into the
community attitudes of Fulton, and the two are not esasily
separatad, Tt i{s difficult to say whether or not community
pride would be as great, {f it were not for the heritage of
the Kingdom. One must also keep in wmind, that this was an
essay contest, with prizes, concerned with what peopls liked
about: Fulton, and not what they disliked about it,

fmestions arise as to the justification for such

pride and such interest in the histoxy of the zounty and
towns. Wwhy is it important for a person to be a
Callawegian’ 1s it really important® Why is so much
emphasis given to the Kingdom? What is a Callawegian, in
the minds of the people! Has this heritage had an affect
on the commmity”

Attempts have been made to answer some of thase

questions. An advertisement published for The Callaway
Bank attempted to define a Callawegilan:

A true Callaweglan is a loyal citizen who appreciates
our county and its advantages, and is loyal o oux
enterprisges, institutionsa, and interests.

Our farmers, professional men, banks., merchants,
and other business institutions pay the taxes which
suppoxt our schools, churches, roads and enterprises
of varlous kinds., When we cooperate and confine our

patronage as far as possible to our home institutions,
we help each other and help ourselves. Outsiders do
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Fulton, but there is some question as to whethex the hexicage
of the community is a sexrious matter, a promotional device,
or a community joke,

The Kingdom has its flag. It has had an ambassador.
It is given recognition by businesses, by individuals, and
by institutions. The Kingdom would not be complete without
& song, and it has that as well, also adopted by the
Historical Soclety as its official song.

The robin lingers yet in Callaway,
Till winter ds are blowinia

The violets sprin in Callaway
iodfgigdtth:till s d o

n they come and gla & y stay
In Callaway, in Callaway.

Though rich the hills and vales of Callaway,
And fair her woods and waters,

The best of all the wealth of Callaway

Her loyal sons and daughtexs:

There's wealth and health and happiness

In Callaway, in Callaway.

Oh, brave and true the sons of Callaway,
And joyful ali theix labors;

Free as the clear-winds ovexr Csllaway,
And good snd kindly neighbors:

God keep thee well and prg!pox thee,

My Callaway, my Callaway.

221Callaway,” (words by Dr. J. B. Reeves, music by
John H. McDonald).
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each other. Sometimes, when I talk to young people, 1

wonder 1f all of this isn't fading away, if this pride,
and this feeling for the county 1is not going to die.

I. THE LOYAL SONS

Thexre are many different viewpoints as to what the
Ringdom of Callaway means, and how significant it has bsen
in coloring and conditiouning the attitudes of the people,
Some strong men become emotional and sentimental when asked
about the XKingdom, 1In listening to them discuss their
attachment to the county, one can easily become sympathetic
and pleasantly sad,

Although one may discover many Callawegians with e
definfite love for the county, individuals for whom the
Kingdom is significant, it is difficult for most Calla-
wegians to express the reasons for their attachment, or the
reasons why they feel that the Kingdom has had some meaning.
Perhaps it 1s much like asking a man why he fell in love
with his wife. He insists that he loves her, but can not
explain why, or why he loves her rather than someone else.

The type of response one is likely to receive, as a
result, i{8: 'Yes, the Kingdom means a great deal to me,
but I couldn't tell you why.” "I am just devoted to the
Kingdom, just devoted. 1 would not want to live anywhere
else, that's all." "There is just something unique about
the Kingdom, something & little bit different, that other
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countiae don't have." "I just think it's a nice place to
live, the people are sc nice, but then, I have never lived
anywhere else."”

Thexre are people, however, who are quite articulate,
who have definite ideas as to what the Kingdom means to
them, as individuals, '"The Kingdom of Callaway is not just

a place to live, it 1s a2 way of life,” one young man
stated. There were no radical elewments in the county he
further explained. "Czllaway wants to remain the same. It
doesn't want to change, just for the sake of change, the

way some counties do.'" This, the young man appreciated. It
gave him a sense of security. "It is not just a place to
live and work; it is something which is a part of you, some-
thing you love, and you know it is going to stay the same
as it was before." OUther counties, he pointed out, do not
have the pride that Callaway has. People live in the same
place all of their lives; they like their communities, but
they do not love them the way Callawegians love the Kingdom.
"The Kingdom is a spirit which we txry to preserve,”" a
member of a pioneer family asserted. The pioneers had a
spirit which can not be understood today. They understood
hard work, pain and hardship. They were independently
minded, It is that kind of spirit which Callaway preserves.
Much of the meaning of the Kingdom, he believed, was that

people in the county experienced events together, and
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helped cach other. "Our daddies and grand-daddies knew
each othexr. They always had something to talk about, and
they knew they could depend on each other."

A business man was more specific. ''The important thing
is that the people of Callaway did this themselves. They
were the ones who went out and fought thelr own battles,
and settled their own affairs. This was a local episode.”
At Gettysburg, or Wilson Creek, he pointed out, local
people were not involved, except that they happened to live
thexe. In Callaway, it was quite different,

The feeling and the pride that people have towaxd

the Kingdom of Callaway is both a negative and & positive

thing. Therxe is pxide in what was done by the peogle,
but there is also pride in the act of pride, ox gtlg:
e

in the associations that people have. It is muc
a college fraternity and the pride which one finds
expressed in a fraternal oxganization, the close ties
& pexson has, the mutual respect and trust,

A younger Callawegian attempted to explain the
Kingdom objectively and methodically. Most of the people
who moved to Callaway came from Kentucky and Virxginia,

They had & common experience and, like people who had not
traveled a great deal, they had a close association. Coming
from the South, although they did not live in the South,
they felt a loyalty to it. When Lincoln was elected, this
loyalty was strengthened. The Kingdom episode and the
Battle of Mooxe's Mill, were just two cxperiences, but they
were very dramatic experiences. The Kingdom, particularly,
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set Callaway apart from counties nearby. Other people knew
about it, and that helped to make it important in Callaway.
The visits by Winston Churchill, Jefferson Davis, and all of
the other events added to this feeling that there was some-
thing different about Callaway; otherwise all of these
things would not have happened in Callaway. The Kingdom is
not simply a promotional scheme. Many people in Callaway,
who have a strong attachment to the Kingdom, object to its
use as a promotional device. It 13 almost sacrilegious, a
perversion of the true meaning of the Kingdom. There is
pride in being independent. People like to feel independent,
whether they are or not. Where else in the country, at
least in Missouri, did the people exert enough independence
to negotiate separately with the govermment of the United
States: The Kingdom, he further explained, is not simply a
provincialism, as some are apt to describe it. The people
who really believe in the Kingdom do not go around talking
about it, or trying to sell it. They will talk about it if
asked, and they will discuss it with pride, but they will
be opposed to using it as a business gimmick. It wmeans too
much to them to use it in that way.

Still another man pointed out that he did not have as
much claim to being a Callawegian as many people did, since
his family had only lived in the county for sixty years.

Nevertheless, he asserted, he was as proud and as loyal to
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the Kingdom &s any member cf the pioneer families. The
basis for his feeling, he explained, was his personal feel-
ing toward the South, although he did not consider Callaway
purely southern, and his admiratioun for the wmen who had the
couxage to csll the bluff of the Union troops.

Very frequently, a fear was expressed that the
existence of the Kingdom was being threatened, "Years ago,"
one man declared, 'parents tuld thelr children about the
Kingdom. They grew up knowing whac it was about. Pazents
don't seem to do that anymore.” Several people suggested
that the Kingdom heritage was breaking down because of the
influx of new people in recent years, particularly since
Woxld War II, and rather dramatically in the last eight
years. At the same time, younger natives of Callaway have
been moving away from the county. Youth is also blamed by
wany people. "You know, you have to be old to appreciate
things that are old. Maybe these young people will
appreciate the Kingdom when they are older, but I'm not
sure. Things are changing so fast." There is an emphasis
on tradition and, as one man said, old things. "I like old
things,"” a Callawegian declared, not untypically of others.
“Most of my furniture is old. I like old books. There is
just something nice about things that are old," Still
anothex Callawegian was concerned that buildings of modexn

axchitectural design were being constructed in Fulton.
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Objections were directed toward the new courthouse, new
buildings at Westminster, William Woods, State Hospital
Number One, the School for the Deaf, and family residences.
"Buildings should ba in keeping with the traditions of the
comuunity,”" he reasoned. "I say let Texas and California,
and developing states have their modern buildings, Build-
ings hexe in PFulton should be of a colonial design, at
least their exteriors should be.” Changes in the
instirutionalization of the Kingdom also are criticized.
"I personally don't like this idea of having a King of the
Kingdom appointed every year. There never was a king.
There is nothing in the tradition which suggests a king.,"

Thase are the loyal sons of the Kingdom. There is
nothing amusing about the heritage to them, It is a matter
to be taken seriously, and is not to be corrupted by entex-
prising businessmen, How many people have such deep
feelings about the Kingdom is difficult to say. Many who
have such feelings of attachment firnd it difficult to
express them, although they claim g8 deep pride and
affection, The loyal sons are not only the members of the
old families, nor ere they all elderly people. Young
people, and individuals who can not claim pioneer status,

very often have as much pride as any pioneex,
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IT. THE MCDLRATES

Another group of Callawegians might be described as
the moderates. They are not as emotional in their attach-
ment to the Kingdom, but at the same time the Xingdow has a
considerable amount of ilmportance.

One man stated that he took the Kingdom half-way
seriously and partly with tongue-in-cheek,

1'm proud of being a Callawegian. You know how

important it is to be a Callawegiaa! 1 have found
that this has helped me in wy business. It means
aomethinf to some of mg customers. 1 can't explain
this feeling., These things just build up ovex the
ears. I think a person should have some pride in

is community., It may help business. But it is not
just a business or practical thing with we, eitherx.
I really don't know what it is.

The businessman went on to say, howevex, that the
heritage of the Kingdom has tended tuv retard development
and growth in the community. '"People here are only
interested in moderate changes, and sometimes this is not
good, although you wouldn't want to go to an extreme."

There may have been a time, a number of people
stated, when the Kingdom was taken very seriously, but it
i8 no longer true. The Kingdom has some impoxtance, and is
considered to have some importance, but not as much as a few
people contend, and much of it is simply a subject for light
conversation,

"There is nothing unusual about Callaway,' one of the
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community's wmost influential citizens stated. "Certainly,
we are not very well off financlally, when you compare us
with Mexico, or some other towns. But there is more of a
feellng of pride here, a feeling of bheing unique."”

Others in this group say that the Ringdom is simply
a carry-over f£rom the Civil War, and that the people who
take the heritage very seriously are simply those who feel
close to the war because they are old, or because their
relatives were deeply affected by it.
The Kingdom has, of course, had an effect, in the
sense that it bhas given the pecple something to hold
on to, This Kingdom Supper did not start as a
Kingdom function, but as a business meeting., But I
doubt very seriously thac it would have continued for
as long as it has if it had not been for the Kingdom.
The Kingdom gave it some significance, some color,
There is some criticism of those who object to the
use of the Kingdom as a means to promote business enter-
prise. '"People who object to that are just cut of touch
with the times. This is a natural. Why not use it:"
There is criticism of those who take it very seriously.
"Some people get carried away with this thing and become
rather snobbish about it, like they were better than other
people,”
A number of individuals in this group are convinced
that the heritage of the Kingdom of Callaway is fading into
the background, many of them attributing this trend to the

decrease in the rural population. On the other hand, the



95
position 18 also taken that the Kingdom xeceives more
attention today than it ever received in the past,

When I was younger, people didn't talk much about

the dom. They knew about it, but not much was
said., And then new people began moving into the
county. They were interested in it, curiocus about it,
and before too long people began taking it serfously.

A few people agree that more attention is given to
the Kingdom today than in the past, but glve different
explanations. "The Kingdom is being challenged and
threatened,” one lady stated. New people, and many of the
younger people, she observed, either do not take it seriously,
oxr they are rather critical of it. The older residents arxe
afraid that the Kingdom i3 passing out of existence and
losing its importance.

"Much of this talk about the Xingdom," argued
anothex, '"is an emotional response to the change that 1is
taking place around us, People are insecure, They grasp
for the Kingdom because they are confused, or because they
don't want the world to change.” Bven so, this man
adnitted, he had a pride in the Kingdom.

There is the attitude in this group that a certain
amount of pride in the Kingdom is justified and desixable,
but that a number of people take it too seriously. There is
no objection to using the Kingdom as a promotional device.
Instead, the Kingdom is seen as an assct which can be used,

if the pride which people claim can be channelled in the
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to go to the Kingdom Supper, and not everybody can afford
that." "People in the working class may not feel that
Callaway is such a wonderful place in which to live, since
they are not experiencing a high standard of living."

Other natives of the county denied that the Kingdom
had any meaning in any other way than as a promotional
device. "The Kingdom is interesting historically, but not
taken seriously. It is no different than claiming to be the
peach or apple center of the state, or something like that."

The observation that the Kingdom Supper was a
business function or social function, and not an important
affair symbolically was stressed. It was pointed ocut that
a large nmmber of those who attend the supper regularly are
not Callawegians. Many of them are people who have lived
in the community only a shoxt period of time. "I never go
to the dinner myself,”" admitted one merchant. "I might if
I thought I would get a good meal and hear a good speaker,
but I'm pretty sure I won't get either.”

Even smong membexrs of this group, however, one
detects traces of nostalgia and sentimentality. One
Callawegian, who was particularly critical of the Kingdom,
also reflected:

: choTit B DL S e o, e

this W, P. A. monstrosity that looks like it's going to
fall down. If the old courthouse locked run-down it
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made you sad, but LI the new ona looks run-down you just
want to throw up,

The removal of the courthouse, the trees that once
lined the business district of Couxrt Street, the old houses
which have been razed or xemodeled, and the discontinuance
of the Monday stock sales on the courthouse lawn were among
the disappointments enumerated by the Kingdom's critics.
One man, after a rather heated criticism of individuals who
attach much importance to the Kingdom, then stated in a
softer voice:

when 1 was young, the Kingdom meant something. But

1t can't now. The county has too many new people.

You can't maintain such a feeling anymore. I used to
be proud of the Ringdom. 7Tt weant a Yot fo me, But
it doesn't anymore,

The Kingdom of Callaway means different things to
different Callawegians. Being a descendent of a pioneer
family has significance to some but not to others. At
least, this is what Callawegians will say, if you ask them.

As attitudes are conditioned by historicel events,
however, they are also affected by social interaction,
Perhaps Callawegians say that the Kingdom is important
because they think it should be considered important. Per-
haps some Callawegians say it is not important because they
know that there are people in the community who ridicule the

heritage, or beceuse they believe that a critical attitude
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i8 more in keeping with the age in which they live, is an
indication of individuality, or is what they are expected
to say to a person who has not shared the heritage.



CHAPTER VII
POLITICAL PARTIES

As one might expect, Callaway County is strongly
Democratic in terms of political affilistion. As stated
earlier, Abraham Lincoln received only fifteen votes in the
presidential election of 1860. The people of Callaway have
nevex given a majority of their votes to a Republican in a
state or national election, and no Republican has been
elected to county office. Only at the city level, in
Fulton, have Republicans triumphed,

I. DEMOCRATIC DOMINANCE

Support for the Democratic Party has been particu-
larly decisive at the state and county level. In recent
years, a larger Republican vote has been cast in
presidential elections. One hears moxe discussion of the
possibility of Republican candidates being elected at the
county level, but Democxrats are not greatly alarmed.
Republicans, rather than Democrats, seem to have faith that
a candidate from the minority party could be elected.

Between 1896 and 1916, the ratio of Democxatic votes
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gubernatorial contest.’ This dacline continued in 1940, with
a seven-four zatio.® Fewer people voted in 1944, and therxe
was a six-three ratio.? 1In 1948, with native-son Harxy
Truman running fox the presidency, Callaway Democrats
turned out in force, with a six to two maxgin for the man
£xom Independance.le

Since 1948, however, the margin of Democxatic support
has decreased at the national level. There axe, of course,
explanations for this. Dwight Elsenhowexr was a hexo in
Callaway County, as well as in other secitions of the countrxy.
Adlai Stevenson was not a popular ox attrsctive figure to
many Callawegians. There wexe those who did not understand
his eloquence. There were objections to having a divorced
man in the White House, a rxeaction against the Iruman
administration and, to sume extent, against the New Deal.

A numbexr accepted the slogan, it was time for a change. The
Korean War figured prowinently; iisenhower promised he
would go to Koxea.

Thexe was some shock in Callaway when the votes were

71bid., 1937-1938, p. 248.
81bid., 1941-1942, p. 260.
91bid., 1945-1946, p. 324.
101bid., 1949-1950, p. 876.
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Eisenhower, and there were very close races in Fulton's
fourth ward and the precinct of Portland. Only three votes
in the fourth ward, and only one vote at Portland, separated
Eisenhower and Stevenson. Not only was there strong support
for the Republican presidential candidate. The margin of
support for the Democratic candidate for governor also
diminished as James T. Blair received 5,278 votes to
Republican Lon Hocker's 3,374.14

There 18 wide-spread agreement that religion figured
prominently in the 1960 campaign in Callaway, although other
issues came into play as well., There were criticisms of
Kennedy's program, although this may have been used to con-
ceal religious prejudice, and Callawegians had discovered
that the world would not end if they voted for a Republican.
John Kennedy carried Fulton by 252 votes. Two of Fulton's
wards, the second and fourth, had Republicen majorities, as
did four precincts in the county. John Kennedy received
5,344 votes, to Richard Nixon's 4,054,135

Although no Republican has been elected to county
office, Republicans have served in county offices. 1In 1940,

Missouri elected a Republican governor, Forrxest Donnell,

l4ypid,, 1956-1957, p. 985.
151bid., 1961-1962, p. 1,095.
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While in office, vacancies occurred in Callaway and
Republicans were appointed as probate judge and public
administrator. It was the first time that two Republicans
had ever been in office at the county level. Democrats
wexe distressed. There was a possibility of having a thixd
Republican in office. The prosecuting aittorney, Henry
Lamkin, was called to active service, in 1941, and attempted
to name his own successox. Republicans demanded that he
resign. When he delayed, a petition was filed in the Circuit
Court. Lamkin did resign, but there was no Republican
lawyer in the county, and it was necessaxry for Governor
Donnell to appoint a Democrat to replace him,

Republicans have won election to the city council in
Fulton from what previously was the first ward, and what is
now the fourth ward, the boundaries being changed in 1958,
This ward, located in the northwest section of the community,
incoxporates the ''West," or the colored section of Fulton.
Republicans have not been coneistently successful in this
ward, however, and have seldom attempted to elect candidates
to the council in the other wards of Fulton.

There 18 a reaction of suxprise in the community
when the Republicans do attempt to assert themselves. In
1940, the Sun-Gazette announced:

Callaway County Republicans are laying the foundation

for one of the most extensive presidential campaigns in
the Kingdom in the history of the party, including the
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hesdquarters in Pulton. and the beoking of numerous
igeg&iggﬂ&:ggsﬁgzitgoiagg%gﬁ.igudidates of their party

The Republicans did file a list of candidates, but
they were beset with difficulties. Their candidate fox
county prosecuting attorney withdrew, stating that he had
been a 1life-long Democrat and could not force himself to run
as & Republican. In the course of the campaign, a
disagreement developed among the Republicans, and they soon
had two Republican headquarters opexating in Fulton. In
spite of Republican efforts, Callaway remained Democratic,
even though spirits were at a high pitch and on election day
an altercation occurred in fromt of the county courthouse
when a Democrat was accused of buying a Negro man's vote for
twenty-five cents.l?

The Republicans were relatively successful in the
state in 1940, however, with a Republican elected governox,
and Callaway Republicans were given new hope. In the fol-
lowing year, they filed a complete list of candidates for
the city council, Only a few days had passed, however, befoxe

16puiton Datly Sun-Gazette, September 18, 1940,
171bid., November 5, 1940.
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one candidate withdrew, stating that he had not been asked
to run for office, and he had no desixe to be a candidate,l8

In the course of the campaign for city election, the
Republicans charged that organized attempts were being made
to intimidate and influence Republican candidates not to
remain on the ballot, Much of their attention was directed
toward the public schools, as school boerd members were, at
that time, elected on & partisan basis. Republicans com-
plained that the public schools were not being managed
properly, that nepotism was being practiced, and that public
school teachers were required to contribute tc the Democratic
Party in order to retain their positions.l? Although the
election was spirited, cnly one Republican was elected, the

nominee frxrom the first ward, who had no Democratice
| opposition. Over 80C ballots were cast in the election,
and ovexr 600 of them were cast by Democrats, 20

4 Republican was elected in the first ward the fol-
lowing year, winning by twenty-three votes.2! Mo G.0.P.
candidate filed for the county electicn in 1942, They weze

able to demcnstrate some strength in the county early in

181bid., March 20, 1941,
191b1d., March 28, 1941,
201bid., April 2, 1941,
211bid., April 8, 1942.
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1943, when a special election was held to fill a vacancy
created by the death of State Senatox W. B. Whitlow, of
Fulton. In the preceding November. Whitlow had received
3,507 votes in Callaway. 1In the special election, the
Democratic candidate received 2,906, while the Eepublican
candidate received 1,366, The Republican was the victox
in the senatorial district, the first Republican to hold
that office in forty years.22

In the 1943 city election, there was only one

contest, and a Republican was reelected in the first ward.
Republican E. W. Erdman was reelected the following yeax
- in that waxrd. No Republicans filed for county office in
1944, With the texm of the Kepublican governor coming to a
close, there was dissatisfaction among the Republicans.
Although they had criticized the Democrats for the operstion
of a political "lug"” at the state institutions, and for
taking advantage of the Llnstitutious fox patronage purposes,
there were complaints by Republicans that they haa not
xeceived enough patronage during the administrxation of
Forxest Donnell, and they had solicited funds f£xom state
hospital personnel. An indication that the institutions of
Fulton wexre influenced by patronage considexations came in

1946. with a change of administxation in Jeifersom City,

421pid., January 5, 1943,
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Dr. C. C. Ault, Superintendent of Hospital Number One,
resigned. The reason stated by the Sun-Gazette was that
Dr. Ault was a Republican.23

In the city election of 1946, E. W. Exrdman, veterxan
Republican of the first ward, was replaced by Republican
Frank Rennexr, in the only city contest. Later, in the
August primary, two Republicans were tied for the position
of coomitteeman from the Fulton township, each candidate
having seventy~five votes. The dilemma was settled by
flipping a coin. The press took the opportunity to
descxibe a conversation overheard in relation to the
contest: One man was said to have asked another what action
was going to be taken to brxeak the tie. The response of the
man questioned was that both of the Republicans should be
drowned.24

In the following year, the city Republicans
comnitted a mistake which was to prove costly. Holding
their mass meeting, for the off-year election, they passed
over Ben Thurmond, who had served sixteen years on the city
council, and nominated Winston Stark, who had not campaigned
foxr office previously. Thurmond charged that insufficient

231bid., Pebruary 16, 1946.
241bid., August 10, 1946.
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notice was given that the mass meeting would be held, and
that only a few people knew it was being called. Although
the Democrats considered naming Thurmond as their candidate,
Earl Fishburn was given the nomination at a first ward mass
meeting attended by twenty-one people, the largest number
of Democrats ever assembled in that ward, and the first
time that women had ever participated, thexe being seven
present.23 The result was that the Republicans were
defcated and the first ward was represented by a Democrat
for the first time since 1936. Fishburn defeated his
opponent by six votes. There were sixteen write-~in votes
for Ben Thurmond. The following year, Thurmond returned to
the council, when the incumbent Republican, Frank Renner,
decided not to seek renomination. The Republicans did
surprise the community in 1948 when they filed candidates
for seven county offices. All were defeated, in a year
when the Democrats increased theixr margin of victory for
the state and national candidates,.26

In the first ward mass meeting of the Democrats in
1949, an organized group nominated Harry Findley, in place
of Earl Pishburn. The Republicans did not call a mass
meeting, and the Republican committeeman stated that his

251bid., February 26, 1947,
261bid., November 3, 1948.
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party was satisfied with Findley. This decision resulted
in the loss of Republican representation on the council for
cévetal yearn.37 In 1950, Ben Thurmond was renominated for
the first ward at a mass meeting. A few days later, his
nomination was challenged. A city orxdinance required that
no nominations could be made by a political party, through
the convention system, 1f the party had polled less than
three per cent of the vote cast in the previous city
election unless a petition was circulated by the party,
attaining an equal number of signatures. Thurmond, who
was completing his eighteenth year on the council, secured
an injunction preventing the removal of his name from the
ballot until a ruling had been made by the circuit court,
The court ruled that the Republicans had failed to comply
with the oxdinance which had been paased in 1920, and the
Republican's name was removed. A write-in campaign was
attempted, but Thurmond was defeated 79-73.28 The
Republican hold on the first ward had been broken.

The Republicans did file a complete ticket for the
county election in 1950. Ben Thurmond filed for county
representative, but was defeated in November 3,972 to

271bid., March 26, 1949.
281bid., Apxil 5, 1950.
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1,447, receiving the second largest number of votes among the
Republican candidates.29

The Republicans attempted to regain a position on
the couneil in 1952, when a petition was filed and
Prank Remner's name appeaxred on the ballot. He was
defeated by ten votes, 30

No Republican was elected to the council until 1961,
when Gale Barnes, a telephone company employee, was
elected in the fourth ward, formerly the old first waxd.
Nominated at a mass meeting, he was advised of the city
oxdinance and instructed that it would be necessary to
circulate a petition. After circulating a petition, he was
advised that signatures had to be witnessed., Candidate
Barres circulated another petition, accompanied by a local
attormey as a witness, Other attempts allegedly were made
to prevent his name from appearing on the ballot.

Westminster College students played an active role
in the campaign which followed. Campaign meetings werxe
held at fraternity houses. Negroes were invited to attend.
A radlo campaign was conducted. Students and interested

Republicans walked from door to door in the fourth waxd,

291bid., November 8, 1950.
1bid., April 2, 1952.
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The Republican was elected by an eleven vote margin.31 The
enthusiastic college students, pleased with the viectory,
telephoned Waghington, calling first at the White House,
where 8 Democrat lived. By a circuitous route, they were
able to contact Republicans, and the next day received a
telegram congratulating the Republicans of the Kingdom for
their stunning break~through.

In 1951, Fulton voters did have an opportunity to make
a decision at the city election, rather than at the primary
or mass meetings. Two men ran as independents against
incumbent Democrats. Their campaign grew out of dissatis-
faction with the administrationyof the public utilities,
streets and sewers under one superintendent, a system of
administration which had been adopted tw6 years before. It
was the first time in a number of years that a contest had
been held outside of the first ward. One of the independents
was elected by two votes, 32

1I. WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A REPUBLICAN

When Gale Barmes ran for the city council in 1961,
a number of people, many of them businessmen, advised him

3l1pid., April 5, 1961.
321p1d., April 4, 1951,
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that they were going to vote for him, but requested that he
say nothing about it., Until a few years ago, only one
Fulton businessman would permit the display of Republican
posters in his window. Several Fultonians whispered to this
Republican that they voted or intended to vote Republican,
but posed as Democrats.

Republicans do find more acceptance today, however,

- than they did in the past. 'When I lived hexe as a girl,"
one Callawegian said, "thexre were only two respectable white
people in town who were Republicans. Negroes were
Republicans, but you never thought of having a friend who
was a Republican."”

A mexchant recalled: "My family has lived herxe for
one hundred years. We nlusyn supported the Republican
Parxty. But I have had people sit in my living room as
guests and make insulting remarks about it."

The strength of the Democratic Party has been the
subject of much light-hearted discussion in Fulton, but this
does not deny its serious undertones. The dilemma of the
Republican is illustrated by one of several stories appear-
ing in the newspaper over a period of years. In 1943, a
loyal Republican went to the polls intending to support the
party's nominees. He looked first at the Democratic column,
as he wanted to vote for a friend who was a candidate for
the Missouri Senate. Knowing the Democxatic candidate for
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The Young Democratic Club has gradually declined,
although attempts have been made in the last year to instil
new life into it, Duxing 1960-1961, and at the height of
the presidential election, the Young Democrats did not
have any mectings. OSince the autumn of 1961, weetings
have been held rathexr regularly. Programs generally consist
of speechea by politicians and party activists of the state,
a number of them being wmewbexrs of the executive brench of
state govermment f{rom Jeffexrson City. Membership in the
last year has been under one hundred, and an attendance by
forty is comnsldered a good cxowd., Many of these who do
attend, howevex, are not young Democrats, but men and
women over foxty years of age. County officials are among
the most loyal participants.

The most active party oxganization is the women's
group. iormed in Septembexr of 1951, it becawme the lazgest
club of its type in the ninth congressional district by
the summer of 1932, with 255 membexrs. Siuce that time, its
membexrship has inczeased to over 8GU. The group meets each
month at various communities in the county. A "pot-luck”
dinner is served and it is not unusual for fouxr hundred or
more men and women to attend, It 1s not necessary to be a
female in order to become a member of the women's group.
Some of the most active and regular participants are men.

Following the regular dimmer at the meetings,
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allegiance Ls pledged to the United States Flag., cutertain-
went by local talent usually follows. State and county
officials, as well as visitors from other clubs across the
state, are lutroduced., Candidates for public office axe
asked to staud, or may be asked to waie some briel comments,
Such comments often consisc of lnformation descxribing one's
family background, statements about the Xingdom, and why
the person is seeking the office. Policy statemencs arxe
seldom wade. 7The candidate simply states that he needs the
job, that he is putting his son through coilega, that he has
been a loyal Democrat, and ¢hat he would be diligent, honest,
and fair, and would perform the functions of public office
to the best of his ability, if elected. The wminutes are
read with some ceremony and seriousness. Various reporcs
and announcements are made. Speeches are presented by
politicians of considerable prominence in the state of
Missouri. All of the speskers axe Democrais, and the con-
tent does not vary greatly. The women are told of the
impoxtance of participation in public affairs. The
Democratic Party is praised as the champion of the working
wan, the comuoa wan, and the farmex. Accomplishwents of the
New Deal arxe given particulaxr atteantion. The Republican
Party is depicted as the party cf big business and
obstructionism. The Kingdom of Callaway is appropriately
mentioned and almost always praised for its loyalty to the
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voting procedure, the sclection of judges aad clerks, and
reconmendations to £ill vacancies oxr patronage positions.
However, Interest in county and city polities has
decreased, and party officials have taken acticn in a few
instances to persuade candidates to run. Comsmeated a com-
nittee official: "It's a shame that no one is interested
in holding local offices, A lot of the people who do run
are in their dotage and aren't good for much.” Instances
are known of candidates belng asked to run by committee
pembers, or by othexr political office-holders. This is
partlculaxly true In the case of the city council. "1 had
te practically’heat Yarxy Flack into runniag,” aduitted a
clty office holdexr, and the candidate himself stated that
he was contacted by several party officials, asking him to
be a candldate.

The comnittee is largely Elnanced by individual
donations, although the Young Democrats and the women's
organization contribuze., HMuch of the woney comes from
state employees and politiclans, but contributions are not
mandatory for the latter. Many state and local employees
contxibute twe pexr ceul of thelr annual salaries to the
prganization., In the past, institutional personnel in
Fulton, public school teachers as well as personnel at the
two state institutions, allegedly were required to con-
tribute. There is no evidence that this practice continues.
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Republicans often complain that thexe is only one
newspaper in Fulton, and that it supports the Democratic
Party. The radio station, on the other hand, reportedly has
Republican sentiments, but it is not considered as impoxtant
in terms of political persuasion. Generally speaking,
Republicans do not criticize the press as being unfair, for
distorting news stories, or for discouraging Republican
astatements or advertisements, but simply regret that
Republicans do not have a comparable supporter. One does,
of course, encounter individuals who are openly and some-
times bitterly critical, but they are members of a small
minority. As a matter of fact, both the newspaper and the
radio station appear to have a congservative bias which is
much more in keeping with the national posture of the
Republican Party, oxr, to state it differently, a bias which
is in keeping with the Democratic Party of the South. Every
Sunday afternoon, a conservative public forum program, with
oxigins in Mississippi, is broadcast by the radio station.
The newspaper has opposed federal aid to education,
medical care for the aged under Social Security, and an
increase in the minimum wage, among other ptopoaals.35

Being a one-party county, the process of nomination,
as in the South or many counties of Little Dixie,

361bid., February 12, 1960, April 19, 1961.
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In 1944, Jemes Moore won the nomination for county
representative by one vote.40 He lost in his bid for
renomination in 1946.%! 1In 1948, the county campaign was
rather dull, even though a Fulton man campaigned for the
state senate, opposing Edward Long.“z

The city primary of 1950 was vigorxous. J. Frank
Hensley, mayor for fourteen ywars, was not a8 candidate, and
Raymond Walkexr opposed Jack Garrett for the nomination.
Council posts were contested in three wards. One candidate
pledged that there would be no under-cover govermnment if he
was elected.43 The eligibility of one third ward candidate
was challenged on the basis of residence.%* Jack Garrett
won the nomination for mayor, defeating Walkexr 1,162 to
819,43

Two years later, another heated discussion developed
as citizens of Fulton prepared to nominate city officials.

Controversy centered around two issues, publicly, the

49;9;9., August 2, 1944,
4l1bid., August 7, 1946,
421bid., March 3, 1948.
431bid., March 4, 1950.
441bid., March 6, 1950.
431bid., Maxch 8, 1950.






128
effort to discredit members who were seeking reelection!
Who would benefit frem such unrest:
Is this efforxt to create public dissatisfaction of
the Council alsc the advance move to take the manage-

g:gg of ch publ%:uutigigiea ogi :f gge Coun:il':
8, an t t un & politica ‘gpom:o
liti g:ix v T. g. an

futi es d,' as advocated b Santhzc
& Chamber of Commerce meeting earlier this month?

The League did not know the answers, but declared its
intention to find out. The question of contxol of the
utilities and the use of power became a matter of much
discussion.

A candidate for the council in the third waxd
announced that he stood for the xight of every councilman
to vote as his conscience and judgment dictated, "without
pressure or domination by any political boss ox special
_group.”*’ Another candidate stated that he believed in the
municipally owned utility system and would defend it from
any selfish interest that existed inside or ocutside of
Fulton.%8 Still anothex candidate campaigned through news-
paper announcements, stating that most people knew him,
since he had lived in the same ward for forty-four years,

and people knew him to be honest and sincere. He had earned

461bid., Pebruary 29, 1952.
471bid.
481pid., March 1, 1952,
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all that he had through thrift and hard work. He would
watch the expenditure of money as if it were his own, if
elected to the council, and would not be influenced by any
boss or pressure group.“g

On the same day, the Chamber of Commexrce published
a statement denying that it was involved in politics, stat-
ing that the names of its members were available to the
public, and that its one purpose was to do what was best for
the community as & whole, The Chamber did not want the
citizens of the community to be misled by statements publighed
by the Good Govermment League, however, and declared that
insinuations by that group were untrue. The Chamber's goal,
in proposing the utilities board, was to remove the
utilities from politics. The proposed board would be non-
partisan., No criticism of the council was intended,0

The campaign continued. An advertisement called on
fellow Democrats to vote for a particular list of
candidates 1f they desired harmony in the party, new life
and vigor, and party primaries instead of mass meetings.

Contests for the city council were close. In the
second ward, Harry Gannaway defeated Bert Wagener by a six

vote margin., In three of the four wards there were contests

491bid., Maxch 3, 1952,
301bid,
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for the position of Democratic committeeman, a position
which is infrequently contested. Two of those elected weze
men who had been critical of political control and bossism.>l
Shortly after the election, the council delayed action on
the controversial board of public works. The proposal was
filed for discussion, but the council made no comment.52

In the August primary of 1952, most of the attention
was centered on the nomination for county sheriff, with six
men in the race for the Democratic nomination. One
candidate declared that he was a Democrat by birth and by
belief, that he had lived in Callaway County for twenty
years, and further informed the voters: ™I do not and have
not used intoxicating liquor, nor do I buy it for others to
influence them for votes.">3 A second cendidate advised
voters that he was born and reared near Fulton, had been
employed at the shoe factory, the state hospital, and had
also operated a farm, while a third, the incumbent, used
poetry to persuade the citizens that he was the man for the
job:

We can't catch them all, for some leave no clue--
They don't leave their caxds, like the candidates do.

Sometimes they plead guilty, and the judge will scold,
And half the country will want them paroled.

5l1pid., March 5, 1952,
521bid., Maxch 7, 1952,
331bid., August 2, 1952,
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utility rates. His opponent advocated sensible expansion,
sane living, aud sound business.”’

The campaign continued vigorously, with Ed Estes,
the restaurant ownex, declaring: ‘I have no political
machine to foxce you to vote for me, nor do I have any so-
called 'Committee for Mayor' to tell you how to vote. If
you choose me for your mayor it will be of youxr own free
will and because we believe in the same things,'58

The mayoralty contest was decisive. Ed Estes
defeated his younger opponent, 1,021 to 670,22

The August primary of 1954 was quiletly conducted,
There was a four-way contest for county collectox. The
incumbent state xepresentative, Bernard Simcoe, member of a
pioneer family, defeated John Cave, son of an attorney and
judge who had been prominent in county and state politics
for a number of years.

Failing in this attempt to win the nomination for
county representative, Mr, Cave, a graduate of Harvard Law
School, filed in 1956 for the position of city attorney. He
was opposed by Clyde Burch, a young attorney who was not a

371bid., Maxch 5, 1954.
581bid., March 8, 1954.
391bid., March 10, 1954,
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Callawegian and was not practicing law, but was teaching in
the Fulton High School. Although it was a cold wintexr and
snow was on the ground, Mr. Buxch campaigned from dooxr to
door in Bulton, His opponent, on the other hand, did not
wage an active campaign, partcly because he was deeply
involved at that time as an attorney in a criminal case, and
paxtly, it is sometimes said, because he was confident of
vietory. The Callaweglan was defeated by a vote of 460 to
403,60

Attention in the August primary was again centered
on the sheriff's race, with four candidates competing for
that office. There were contests for the nomination to
£111 the offices of representative, assessor, and county
Judge of the western district. In 1938, in the city
election, there were three contests for the council.
Former mayor Ed Estes was defeated in & bid for the fixst
ward councll seat. FPrank Hensley, the former wmayor, who had
stepped down in 1952, returned as mayor with four hundred
four votes. Two other individuals received write-in votes.
It was a quiet cawpaign with no campaign ads or statements
preceding the election,

A quiet campaign followed in the August primary of
the following year. When the filing date had passed, the

801bid., Pebruary 29, 1956.
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newspaper reported:
Those who follow politics closely received a
:3;3:2.;rtzi:yy:::lvcd, 22: gtiiﬁgng::étig‘ffgzdtgzg
county office hit what is believed to be a new low.6l
There were contests, however. A write-in campaign
was conducted for Howard Davis, a candidate for the county
court. 'Mr. Davis," a campaign advertisement informed,
"is a life-long resident of Callaway County,” a member of
a prominent "pioneer family," and a successful farmer and
livestock raiser.62 A close race developed between two
candidates for the position of county collector. After
absentee ballots were counted, it was found that
Glenn Massey had defeated W. L. Cave by two votes,63

The 1960 city primary was relatively quiet, with two
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